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2012 ENGLISH EPFO 

Next four(04) items are based on the passage given below: 

It has been rightly said that we spend the first half of our lives trying to understand the 

older generation, and the second half trying to understand the younger generation. 

Youth has always felt somewhat exasperated with age, and age has  always been 

suspicious of youth. With their natural ebullience and impatience, a majority of young 

people are keen to act and learn on their own rather than the be guided by the 

experience of their elders. The older people, being more at home with words rather 

than with action, often make noises about the problems of youth. In every generation, 

old men are found shaking their hoary heads and waxing nostalgic about the good old 

days when young people knew better and showed due reverence to age and tradition. In 

all ages, whenever they have pondered over the ways of youth, they have foreseen 

nothing but ruination staring the world in its face. And yet the world goes on. Every 

generation passes from the spontaneity and exuberance of youth to the caution and 

prudence of old age, and then yields place to the next. 

1. when according to you, is the theme and the idea of the passage? 

A. Generation gap 

B. Problems of the Youth 

C. Optimism of the older generation 

D. None 

2. The older generation is suspicious about the younger generation as the youngsters 

lack: 

A. Knowledge 

B. Experience 

C. Patience 

D. Time. 

3.The author seems to be supportive of the idea that:  

A. The people of the older generation are men of words rather than action 

B. The younger generation is impatient 

C. The younger generation today is much misunderstand and more maligned 

that it deserves 

D. None 
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4. “And  yet the world goes on”-what is the tone of the author in this statement? 

A. Optimistic 

B. Pessimistic 

C. Cynical 

D. Critical 

 

Next four(04) items are based on the passage given below: 

Who deserves more severe punishment? One who gives bribes or the one who takes 

them? The corrupt practice of bribery possible because there is someone who is ready 

to pay money for illegal action or decision in his favour. Otherwise, how can one 

demand a bribe? The bribe-giver tempts others to be corrupt and thus demoralizes our 

national character. Even Jesus Christ, fearing the power of temptation, had said, "Lead 

me not into temptation". A bribe-giver is generally moneyed and influential, while, on 

the other hand, one who demands bribe does so because of his poor circumstances and 

compulsions. Hence, one who gives bribe should be awarded more severe punishment 

because he exploits the weakness of the poor. Giving and taking bribe happens in a 

more vicious circle which can continue only because of money. Naturally, therefore, it is 

the affluent that grease this wheel of corruption and should accordingly be dealt with 

firmly and suitably punished to put a stop to this nefarious practice. 

5. The author feels that the practice of bribery  is there because  there are willing bribe 

givers. 

A. True 

B. False  

C. Partially true  

D. None 

6. Who, according to the author, is more responsible among the following? 

A. The bribe taker 

B. The bribe giver 

C. The witness 

D. The general Public 

7. Who according to the author, should be punished more severely? 

A. The police who allow this practice 

B. The bribe giver 

C. The person who demands bribe 
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D. None  

8. Who according to the author, is more corrupted? 

A. Our system 

B. The person who demands bribe 

C. The affluent who exploits the weakness of the poor 

D. The supporter of bribe who is left with little choice 

9. A judgement made before all the facts are known must be called: 

A. Deliberate 

B. Sensible 

C. Premature 

D. Harsh 

10. Which of the following pairs of words express the same relationship as in ELUSIVE: 

CAPTURE? 

A. Sensible: Decide 

B. Headstrong : Controlled 

C. Elastic : Stretch 

D. Persuasive : Convince 

 

11. Choose the word which is the nearest opposite to the meaning of the underlined 

word: 

I wish I could pursue my studies. 

A. Discontinue 

B. Abandon 

C. Restrain 

D. Deter 

12. Which of the following option is the closet in meaning to the word CIRCUITOUS? 

A. Indirect 

B. Confusing 

C. Crooked 

D. Cyclic 
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2015 ENGLISH EPFO 

1. What is the meaning of the term ‘didactic’? 

(a) Intended to be inspirational 

(b) Teaching a moral lesson 

(c) Received as comical 

(d) Sharing an informative experience 

 

2. Rivalry between the two clans has become water under the bridge means 

(a) The rivalry continues 

(b) It has become a thing of the past 

(c) It connects the two clans 

(d) It is not forgotten 

 

3. Plagiarism means 

(a) There was an epidemic of plague in the area 

(b) It is a sort of political philosophy 

(c) It indicates a happy community spirit like in playing Holi 
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(d) It is presenting the work of someone else as one’s own 

 

4. What is a Ballad? 

(a) A novel 

(b) A historical narration 

(c) A popular story or folktale in verse 

(d) Musical comedy 

 

5. ‘He was hoist by his own petard’ refers to 

(a) He had problems as a result of his own plans to hurt others 

(b) He was high up on the pole 

(c) He would usually run away from trouble 

(d) He was indifferent to his surroundings 

 

6. What is the meaning of the expression: ‘Blue blood’? 

(a) Polluted industrial waste water 

(b) Sap of teak wood 

(c) An aristocrat 

(d) A costly object 

 

7. What is the indication out of the sentence : ‘I gave him a piece of my mind’? 

(a) Appreciation 

(b) Warning 
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(c) Greeting 

(d) Scolding 

 

8. Consider the statement: “The message of peace and brotherhood permeated the 
address by the Chief Guest.” Which of the following is meant by ‘permeate’ in this 
statement? 

(a) To advocate 

(b) To spread all over 

(c) To anchor and stabilize 

(d) To leave a permanent impression 

 

9.Arrange the following to form a grammatically correct sentence: 

1. Einstein was 
2. Although a great scientist 
3. Weak in Arithmetic 
4. Right from his school days 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 4, 1, 3 and 2 

(b) 2, 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 4, 3, 1 and 2 

(d) 2, 3, 1 and 4 

 

10. Consider the sentence: 

“The teacher gave me the book”. 

  1       2 3        4     5     6 

Where the words are numbered for convenience of reference. Consider also the  
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insertion of a single  word  “only” into this sentence to indicate a desired emphasis. 
Where shall this word be inserted if the emphasis is to be 

i. On the recipient 
ii. On the uniqueness of the item given 

iii. On the giver 

Respectively ( only one at a time) 

1. (i)Between 3-4; (ii) After 6; (iii) Between 2-3 
2. (i)Between 3-4; (ii) After 5-6; (iii) Before 1 
3. (i)Between 4-5; (ii) After 3-4; (iii) After 1 
4. (i)Between 2-3; (ii) Between4-5; (iii) Between 1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 ENGLISH EPFO 

1.Which one of the following is the synonym of the word written in capital letters in the 

sentence, “ The FUNDAMENTAL character of an individual defines his entire life” 

A. Productive 

B. Essential 

C. Successful 

D. Effective 

 

2. Which one of the following is the synonym of the word written in capital letters in the 

sentence, “She has the habit of using HACKNEYED and redundant examples from her 

past even while dealing with the future generation”? 

A. Indifferent 

B. Imaginative 

C. Cliched 

D. Imperssive 
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3 . Which one of the following is the synonym of the word written in capital letters in 

the sentence, “She is an IMMACULATE soul whose presence makes all the difference” 

A. Spotless 

B. Excited 

C. Extraordinary 

D. Unparalleled 

 

4. Which one of the following is the antonym of the word written in capital letters in the 

sentence, “There is a great deal of ENMITY”? 

A. Amity 

B. Cooperation 

C. Dispute 

D. Hostility 

 

5.Which one of the following is the antonym of the word written in capital letters in the 

sentence,”She was RELUCTANT to sell her car”? 

A. Anxious 

B. Happy 

C. Eager 

D. Unwilling 

6.Which one of the following is the antonym of the word written in capital letters in the 

sentence,” I cannot comply with the QUEER regulations of your land”? 

A. Strange 

B. Nimble 

C. Everyday 

D. Customary 

 

7. Which one of the following parts of the sentence, “As you know that the ignorant are 

easily duped”, has an error”? 

A. As you know 

B. That the ignorant 

C. are easily duped 

D. No error 
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8. Which one of the following parts of the sentence, ”After a lot of argument I brought 

him forward to my point of view”, has an error/ 

A. After a lot of argument 

B. I brought him forward 

C. To my point of view 

D. No error 

 

9. Which one of the following parts of the sentence, “Don’t ask him how he is because if 

he starts talking about his health you’ll never get off from him”, has an error? 

A. Dont’t ask him how he is because 

B. If he starts talking about his health 

C. Get off from him 

D. No error 

 

10. Which one of the following words can be used as a substitute for the phrase, “A 

nursery where children of working parents are cared for while their parents are at 

work”? 

A. Sculler 

B. Creche 

C. Dormitory 

D. Refectory 

 

11. What  one of the  following words can be used as a substitute for the phrase, ”That 

which cannot be taken by force”? 

A. Impossible 

B. Improbable 

C. Impeccable 

D. Impregnable 

 

12. Which one of the following is the appropriate question tag in the sentence,” Take a 

seat,-____________“? 
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A. Shall you? 

B. Can’t you? 

C. Won’t you? 

D. Would you? 

 

13. Which one of the following is the appropriate question tag in the sentence,” Anyone 

can make mistakes,___________? 

A. Isn’t you? 

B. Shall they? 

C. Can’t they? 

D. Is it? 

 

14. Which one of the following phrasal verbs may be used in the blank space in the 

sentence, He is fond of art and seems______(suited) to be an artist”? 

A. Fir out 

B. Bring out 

C. Cut out 

D. Suit out 

 

15. Which one of the following phrasal verbs may be used in the blank space in the 

sentence, ”We  were happy in the beginning, but now all the troubles have 

______(appeared)”? 

A. Cropped up 

B. Come about 

C. Come out 

D. Rushed in 

 

16. Which one of the following phrasal verbs may be used in the blank space in the 

sentence, ”No one knows how it all_____(happened)”? 

A. Came across 

B. Came about 

C. Came into 

D. Came forward 
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17. Which one of the following phrasal verbs may be used in the blank space in the 

sentence, “ I have to _____(finish) this work before I leave tomorrow morning”? 

A. Clear up 

B. Cleanup 

C. Finish up 

D. Do away with 

18. Which one of the following prepositions may be used in the blank space in the 

sentence,” He lived a hand ___________ mouth existence, surviving on just a few rupees a 

week”? 

A. In 

B. To 

C. For 

D. Inside  

 

19.Which one of the following can be used as a substitute for the words written in 

capital letters in the sentence, “There is no meaning to CRY OVER THE SPLIT MILK since 

the matter is over”? 

A. No use of worrying about 

B. No use of spilling now 

C. No use of celebration 

D. NO use of asking for 

 

20. Which one of the following can be used as a substitute for the words written in  

capital letters in the sentence, “Serving the suffers is true YEOMAN’S SERVICE”? 

A. A risky job 

B. An amusing job 

C. An excellent work 

D. An unwanted job 
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