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About :  
Manoj Dani, an independent U.S.-based 

researcher of art history, has assimilated rare 

paintings pertaining to the battle and its key 

players in a work titled Battle of Panipat: In 

Light of Rediscovered Paintings. 

● The book contains rare paintings from 

the Bibliothèque nationale de France 

(BnF), the British Library, the 

National Museum in Delhi, Bonhams 

of U.K. and the Pune-based Bharat 

Itihas Sanshodak Mandal (BISM). 

 

Backround 
There are a myriad of myths surrounding Panipat. 

Far from a well-established narrative of this 

pivotal event, we have only scratched the surface 

of this crucial episode, and that whatever we know 

is only from a handful or selected sources of 

dubious veracity. 

● The paintings depict key players such 

as Ahmad Shah Abdali, Sadashivrao 

Bhau, Najib Khan Rohilla, Dattaji 

Shinde, Vishwas Rao, Suraj Mal Jat 

and other Maratha, Afghan, Rohilla 

and Jat chiefs. 

● The book deftly weaves analysis from 

original archival sources, casting a 

revealing light on the shifting 

alliances of 18th century Indian 

politics. 

 

History 

Two other major battles had been fought on the 

Panipat plains: 

1. The First Battle of Panipat, in 1526, 

laid the foundation of the Mughal 

Empire in India after its first ruler, 

Babur, ended the Delhi Sultanate, 

which at the time was led by the Lodi 

dynasty. 

2. The Second Battle of Panipat, in 

1556, cemented Mughal rule when 

Akbar fought off a threat from the 

king Hemu ‘Vikramaditya’. 

 

About the Third Battle of Panipat, fought in 

1761: 

● Fought between Maratha forces and 

invading armies of Afghan general 

Ahmed Shah Abdali of Durrani 

Empire in 1761. 

● Abdali was supported by two Indian 

allies— the Rohillas Najib-ud-

daulah, Afghans of the Doab region 

and Shuja-ud-Daula- the Nawab of 

Awadh. 

 

 

How it started? 

1. After the death of Mughal Emperor 

Aurangzeb, there was a sudden rise of 

the Marathas. The Marathas reversed 

all his territorial gains in the Deccan 

and conquered a considerable part of 

India. 

2. The decline was hastened by the 

invasion of India by Nader Shah, who 

also took away Takht-i-Taus (the 

Peacock Throne) and the Kohinoor 

Diamond in 1739. 

3. Abdali planned to attack the Marathas 

when his son was driven out of 

Lahore. 

4. By the end of 1759, Abdali with his 

Afghan tribes reached Lahore as well 

as Delhi and defeated the smaller 

enemy garrisons. 

5. The two armies fought at Karnal and 

Kunjpura where the entire Afghan 

garrison was killed or enslaved. 

6. The massacre of the Kunjpura 

garrison infuriated Durrani to such an 

extent that he ordered for crossing the 

river at all costs to attack the 

Marathas. 

7. Smaller battles continued through 

months and forces from both the sides 

amassed for the final assault. But food 

was running out for the Marathas. 

 

Outcomes: 

1. The Marathas were defeated in the 

Panipat Battle of 1761 
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battle, with 40,000 of their troops 

killed, while Abdali’s army is 

estimated to have suffered around 

20,000 casualties. 

2. It marked a loss of prestige for the 

Marathas, who lost their preeminent 

position in north India after this war, 

paving the way for British colonial 

power to expand here. 

3. The Marathas lost some of their most 

important generals and administrators, 

including Sadashivrao and heir-

apparent Vishwasrao of the Peshwa 

household, Ibrahim Khan Gardi, 

Jankojirao Scindia, and Yashwantrao 

Puar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

4 

 

About : 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah recently visited 

the native village of Bengali revolutionary 

Khudiram Bose in Midnapore, West Bengal. 

 

Who was Khudiram Bose? Events he is 

associated with: 

● Born in 1889, Bose is highly regarded 

in Bengal for his fearless spirit. 

● Unlike other leaders like Subhash 

Chandra Bose, however, 

 

Khudiram’s legacy has been largely limited to 

Bengal. 

● In 1905, when Bengal was partitioned, 

he actively participated in protests 

against the British. 

● At the age of 15, Bose joined the 

Anushilan Samiti, an early 20th 

century organisation that propounded 

revolutionary activities in Bengal. 

● The deciding moment of Bose’s life 

came in 1908 when he along with 

another revolutionary, Prafulla 

Chaki were assigned the task of 

assassinating the district magistrate of 

Muzaffarpur, Kingsford. 
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About 
Seven days after Cyclone Nivar hit the Karaikal 

coast, another cyclone, Burevi, named by the 

Maldives, is expected to cross Tamil Nadu's 

southernmost district of Kanyakumari later this 

week. 

● This is the third cyclone formed 

within the last 10 days in the 

Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, 

put together. 

 

Will Cyclone Burevi be as strong as Cyclone 

Nivar? 

Due to upwelling caused by Nivar, Cyclone 

Burevi will have limited intensity. 

● When such consecutive systems 

develop in the same region of the 

ocean, the predecessor system leads to 

upwelling -- the process in which 

cooler waters from lower ocean 

surfaces are pushed towards upper 

ocean surfaces. 

● In the absence of warm sea surface 

conditions, any cyclone, in this case 

Burevi, will not get enough fuel to 

intensify further while at sea. 

 

What is a cyclone? 

Tropical Cyclone is any large system of winds that 

circulates about a center of low atmospheric 

pressure in a counter- 

clockwise direction north of the Equator and in a 

clockwise direction to the south. 
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About  
The Northern Lights, also known as aurora 

borealis, are usually witnessed far up in the polar 

regions or the high latitude regions of Europe. But, 

today, they could be visible in parts of Illinois 

and Pennsylvania in the US. 

 

Why? 

This is happening due to a solar flare, which 

emerged from a Sunspot. The flare is 

accompanied by a Coronal Mass Ejection 

(CME) — a large bubble of radiation and particles 

emitted by the Sun that explodes into space at high 

speed. This causes the Northern Lights to be 

visible in more number of areas than usual. 

 

What is Aurora? 

An Aurora is a display of light in the sky 

predominantly seen in the high latitude regions 

(Arctic and Antarctic). It is also known as a Polar 

light. 

 

Types: 

There are two types- the aurora borealis and 

aurora australis – often called the northern lights 

and southern lights. 

 

Where do they occur? 

They commonly occur at high northern and 

southern latitudes, less frequent at mid-latitudes, 

and seldom seen near the equator. 

 

Colors: 

While usually a milky greenish color, auroras can 

also show red, blue, violet, pink, and white. These 

colors appear in a variety of continuously 

changing shapes. 

 

Science behind their occurrence: 

● Auroras are a spectacular sign that our 

planet is electrically connected to the 

Sun. These light shows are provoked 

by energy from the Sun and fueled by 

electrically charged particles trapped 

in Earth’s magnetic field. 

● The typical aurora is caused by 

collisions between fast-moving 

electrons from space with the oxygen 

and nitrogen in Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

● The electrons—which come from the 

Earth’s magnetosphere, the region of 

space controlled by Earth’s magnetic 

field —transfer their energy to the 

oxygen and nitrogen atoms and 

molecules, making them “excited”. 

● As the gases return to their normal 

state, they emit photons, small bursts 

of energy in the form of light. 

● When a large number of electrons 

come from the magnetosphere to 

bombard the atmosphere, the oxygen 

and nitrogen can emit enough light for 

the eye to detect, giving us beautiful 

auroral displays. 

 

Where do they origin? 

They origin at altitudes of 100 to more than 400 

km. 

 

Why do auroras come in different colors and 

shapes? 

1. The color of the aurora depends on 

which gas — oxygen or nitrogen — is 

being excited by the electrons, and on 

how excited it becomes. The color 

also depends upon how fast the 

electrons are moving, or how much 

energy they have at the time of their 

collisions. 

2. High energy electrons cause oxygen 

to emit green light (the most familiar 

color of the aurora), while low energy 

electrons cause a red light. Nitrogen 

generally gives off a blue light. 

3. The blending of these colors can also 

lead to 

purples, pinks, and whites. The oxygen and 

nitrogen also emit ultraviolet light, which can be 

detected by special cameras on satellites. 

 

Effects: 

● Auroras affect communication lines, 

radio lines and power lines. 

● It should also be noted here that Sun’s 

Northern Lights 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

7 

energy, in the form of solar wind, is 

behind the whole process. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

8 

About  
The total solar eclipse on December 14, Monday 

will be the last eclipse of the year. 

● Apart from Chile and Argentina, 

people living in southern parts of 

South America, south-west Africa and 

Antarctica will be able to witness a 

partial solar eclipse. 

 

What is a Solar Eclipse? 

It is a natural event that takes place on Earth when 

the Moon moves in its orbit between Earth and the 

Sun (this is also known as an occultation). 

● It happens at New Moon, when the 

Sun and Moon are in conjunction with 

each other. 

● During an eclipse, the Moon’s shadow 

(which is divided into two parts: the 

dark umbra and the lighter penumbra) 

moves across Earth’s surface. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, why isn’t there a solar eclipse every 

month? 

If the Moon was only slightly closer to Earth, and 

orbited in the same plane and its orbit was circular, 

we would see eclipses each month. The lunar orbit 

is elliptical and tilted with respect to Earth’s orbit, 

so we can only see up to 5 eclipses per year. 

Depending on the geometry of the Sun, 

Moon and Earth, the Sun can be totally blocked, 

or it can be partially blocked. 
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About 

 Jyotirao ‘Jyotiba’ Govindrao Phule was a 

prominent social reformer and thinker of the 

nineteenth century India. He was born in 

Satara district of Maharastra in 1827. His 

family belonged to 'mali' caste of gardeners 

and vegetable farmers. 

 At the age of thirteen years, Jyotirao was 

married to Savitribai. 

 After reading Thomas Paine's famous 

book 'The Rights of Man'(1791), Jyotirao 

was greatly influenced by his ideas. He 

believed that enlightenment of the 

women and lower caste people were the 

only solution to combat the social evils. 

 He was bestowed with the title of Mahatma 

by Vithalrao Krishnaji Vandekar in 1988 

and passed away in 1890. 

 Efforts Towards social reform 

o Education: Phule suggested 

compulsory, universal and creative 

education. 

 He and his wife Savitrirao Phule 

opened the first-ever school for 

Dalit girls at Bhide Wada, Pune, 

in 1848. 

 The curriculum of the school 

was based on western 

education and included 

mathematics, science and social 

studies. 

 Savitribai took a teachers' 

training course and became a 

qualified teacher in 1847. 

o Women empowerment: Jyotiba 

believed in the equality of men and 

women. He stressed on women's 

education and emancipation of women. 

He brought women in public life. He 

strongly opposed social evils like Child 

marriage and Female infanticide. 

 In 1863, Jyotirao and Savitribai 

started the first-ever infanticide 

prohibition home in India called 

Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha. It 

helped pregnant Brahmin widows 

and rape victims deliver children. 

o Widow Remarriage: Jyotiba realised 

the pathetic conditions of widows and 

established an ashram for young 

widows and eventually became 

advocate of the idea of Widow 

Remarriage. 

o Against Caste System: In the 19th 

century, Jyotiba Phule was the most 

radical opponent of untouchability and 

the caste system as he called for the 

complete demolition of its oppressive 

structure. 

 He was the first person to coin the 

term ‘Dalits’ to apply to all people 

considered lower caste and 

untouchables. 

 He condemned the Vedas and held 

Brahmins responsible for framing 

exploitative and inhuman laws in 

order to maintain their social 

superiority. 

 He was a source of inspiration for 

Maharshi Shinde, Dr. Babasaheb 

Ambedkar, Gadgebaba and Sahu 

Maharaj. 

 Association: In 1873, he formed the Satya 

Shodhak Samaj (Society of Seekers of 

Truth) in Pune. It was a social reform 

society that fought for equal rights for the 

depressed classes. The community 

included Muslims, non- Brahmins, 

Brahmins and government officials. 

 Literary work: He wrote 16 books that 

contributed to the social awakening of the 

dowtrodden masses who were subject to 

the atrocities of the upper castes and the 

British administrators at that time. His 

notable published works are 

Brahmanacha Kasab (1969), Gulamgiri 

(1873), Shetkaryancha Asud (1883), 

Sarvajanik Satyadharma Pustak (1891), 

Asprushyanchi Kaifiyat (1893) 
 

 

 

 

       Jyotiba phule 
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About  
State of Education Report 2020: Technical and 

Vocational Education and Training (TVET) was 

released by UNESCO. 

 

Report 

 Report focuses on TVET and aims to 

support India which has already 

announced skills development as a key 

national priority under the Skill India 

Mission. 

 It focuses on highlighting progress and 

achievements, describing the intense on- 

going activity around TVET provision, and 

outlining the directions for future growth 

through the implementation of the new NEP 

2020. 

 Report highlights the Vision for quality 

TVET which is also included in India’s new 

National Education Policy 2020 requiring 

all educational institutions to integrate 

vocational education into their offerings. 

 Current status of TVET provision 

o More than 1,000 colleges are presently 

running the special undergraduate 

Bachelor of Vocation. Around 10,158 

state-government-run schools that offer 

vocational education to over 1.2 million 

students. 

 

Challenges faced in scaling TVET in India 

 Societal attitude: Among key 

stakeholders, such as students and parents, 

there is perception that TVET is inferior to 

regular school and college education, and 

that it is suitable only for those youth who 

are unable to cope with mainstream 

education. 

 

 Lack of information: TVET is not 

benefiting youth as they are mobilized for 

these courses but not given adequate 

information and exposure to the job role 

and occupation they are about to be trained 

for. 

 Lack of data on actual skill needs: In 

order to improve the employability of 

youth in rural areas, skills gap analysis 

needs to be conducted at a much more 

granular manner, down to the Panchayat 

level. 

 Poor service conditions for trainers: A 

career as a trainer/ assessor is unattractive 

today because of issues like relatively low 

wages, irregular salary payments, a lack of 

social security and other benefits, and poor 

career prospects. 

 Digital divide: That has been brought to 

the fore by the pandemic is a serious 

challenge to the spread of digital TVET in 

India. 

 Low women participation: The 

participation of women in the labour force 

is very low, just under 26.5% and women 

also face significant income inequality. 

 

Steps that can be taken to achieve vision of 

TVET 

 Focus on beneficiaries: Place learners and 

their aspirations at the centre of vocational 

education and training programmes. 

Vocational aptitude tests coupled with 

career counselling and guidance need to be 

made available to all learners. 

 Conducive environment: Create an 

appropriate ecosystem for teachers, trainers 

and assessors such as induction training, 

terms of recruitment and deployment, 

working conditions and career prospects 

etc. 

 Making TVET inclusive: Ensure inclusive 

access to TVET for women, persons with 

disabilities, and other disadvantaged 

learners. 

 Align TVET with 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development: by creation of 

new and relevant TVET programmes in 

many areas of strategic importance to India 

such as water management and sanitation, 

clean energy, climate change and 

sustainability, among many others. 

 

State Of The Education Report For India 2020 
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About 
Activist-lawyer Prashant Bhushan has moved the 

Supreme Court seeking a direction that his two 

pleas, in which he has sought review of the orders 

convicting and sentencing him for contempt of 

court, be heard after adjudication of his separate 

petition raising the issue of right to appeal in such 

matter. 

 

What is a review petition and when can it be 

filed? 

A judgment of the Supreme Court becomes the 

law of the land, according to the Constitution. It is 

final because it provides certainty for deciding 

future cases. 

However, the Constitution itself gives, under 

Article 137, the Supreme Court the power to 

review any of its judgments or orders. This 

departure from the Supreme Court’s final 

authority is entertained under specific, narrow 

grounds. 

● So, when a review takes place, the law 

is that it is allowed not to take fresh 

stock of the case but to correct grave 

errors that have resulted in the 

miscarriage of justice. 

 

When can a review petition be accepted? 

In a 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna Iyer said a 

review can be accepted “only where a glaring 

omission or patent mistake or like grave error 

has crept in earlier by judicial fallibility”. 

● A review is by no means an appeal 

in disguise. That means the Court is 

allowed not to take fresh stock of the 

case but to correct grave errors that 

have resulted in the miscarriage of 

justice. 

 

Filing Review Petition: 

● As per the Civil Procedure Code and 

the Supreme Court Rules, any person 

aggrieved by a ruling can seek a 

review. This implies that it is not 

necessary that only parties to a case 

can seek a review of the judgment. 

● A Review Petition has to be filed 

within 30 days of the date of judgment 

or order. 

● In certain circumstances, the court can 

condone the delay in filing the review 

petition if the petitioner can establish 

strong reasons that justify the delay. 

 

The procedure to be followed: 

1. The rules state that review petitions 

would ordinarily be entertained 

without oral arguments by lawyers. It 

is heard “through circulation” by the 

judges in their chambers. 

2. Review petitions are also heard, as far 

as practicable, by the same 

combination of judges who delivered 

the order or judgment that is sought to 

be reviewed. 

3. If a judge has retired or is unavailable, 

a replacement is made keeping in 

mind the seniority of judges. 

4. In exceptional cases, the court allows 

an oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the 

Supreme Court held that review 

petitions in all death penalty cases will 

be heard in open court by a Bench of 

three judges. 

 

Option after Review Petition Fails: 

In Roopa Hurra v Ashok Hurra case (2002), the 

Court evolved the concept of a curative petition, 

which can be heard after a review petition is 

dismissed. 

● A curative petition is also entertained 

on very narrow grounds like a review 

petition and is generally not granted 

an oral hearing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is A Review Petition? 
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About 
The recent protests over Agricultural Reform laws 

by farmers has reignited the debate on 

‘ineffectiveness of Parliamentary scrutiny over the 

executive’. 

 

About Parliamentary scrutiny of the 

government 

Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. 

Therefore, in addition to its legislative role, it is 

also mandated to scrutinize the functioning of the 

Government. The Parliament is equipped with 

various instruments for close and continuous 

scrutiny of the functioning of the government. 

These instruments are as follows 

 Discussion/debate: During 

discussions/debates on Bills, issues of 

public or national interest on the floor of 

Parliament legislatures could point out any 

shortcoming of the government or its 

policies or loopholes in any laws or 

proposed bills. 

 Question Hour: It is the first hour of 

business every day when PARLIAMENT is 

in session. It is during the Question Hour 

that the members can ask questions on every 

aspect of administration and Governmental 

activity. This brings government policies in 

national as well as international spheres 

come into sharp focus. 

o With the broadcasting of Question 

Hour since 1991, it has become one 

the most visible aspects of 

parliamentary scrutiny. 

 Parliamentary committees: Parliament 

has put in place a large machinery of 

committees to scrutinize the Bills which are 

brought before it by the government. They 

carry out the detailed scrutiny of the 

proposed legislation, for which they can 

solicit expert advice and elicit public 

opinion. 

o Committee meetings are ‘closed 

door’ and members are not bound by 

party whips. This enables them to 

have an objective view on issues 

before them. 

What renders parliamentary scrutiny of the 

government ineffective? 

 Deciding the duration and timing of the 

session of the Parliament is government’s 

prerogative: According to Article 85 of the 

Constitution, the time gap between two 

sessions cannot be more than six months. 

However, it is the government (Cabinet 

committee on parliamentary affairs) that 

decides the exact time and duration of the 

Parliamentary session. Allowing the 

government to call the Parliament to meet is 

seen as a conflict with the principle of 

government being accountable to the 

Parliament. 

o For example, recently the winter session 

of the Parliament was truncated owing 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

o Also, as there is no fixed calendar for the 

sessions, the Governments have 

shuffled around the dates of sessions to 

accommodate political and legislative 

exigencies. 

 Disruptions during Question Hour: In the 

16th Lok Sabha, question hour has 

functioned in Lok Sabha for 77% of the 

scheduled time, while in Rajya Sabha it has 

functioned for 47%. Consequently, this time 

lost indicates a lost opportunity to hold the 

government accountable for its actions. 

o Also, over the years, there has been a 

decline in the sittings days of 

Parliament. 

 Not referring bills to the Parliament 

committees: There has been a declining 

trend in the percentage of Bills being 

referred to a Committee. While 60% of the 

Bills in the 14th Lok Sabha and 71% in the 

15th Lok Sabha were vetted by the 

Parliamentary committees, this proportion 

came down to 27% in the 16th Lok Sabha. 

 

What needs to be done to ensure effectiveness 

of the Parliamentary scrutiny? 

 Insulate the functioning of Parliament 

from externalities: For the unforeseen 

externalities (like the pandemic this year), 

     Parliamentary Scrutiny 
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the parliamentary rules can be relaxed to 

allow its functioning with reduced number 

of members of Parliament (MPs) or the full 

strength of MPs convening in a hybrid 

manner (Mix of virtual and Physical 

session). 

 Parliament should have the power to 

regulate its procedure, sittings and 

timings: Given the legislature’s role in 

keeping the executive accountable for its 

actions, one argument is that the 

government should not have the power to 

convene or take decisions on sittings and 

timings of the Parliament. Instead, 

Parliament should convene itself so that it 

can effectively exercise its oversight 

functions and address issues without delay 

(by convening the session whenever 

required). 

 Annual calendar for the sessions: Some 

countries such as the United Kingdom and 

Australia release an annual calendar with 

the sitting dates at the beginning of the year. 

This could be followed by the Parliament of 

India also. 

 Minimum number of sittings should be 

fixed: Lesser number of sittings indicates 

that Parliament was able to transact less 

business. To address this, the National 

Commission to Review the Working of the 

Constitution has recommended that Lok 

Sabha should have at least 120 sittings in a 

year, while Rajya Sabha should have 100 

sittings. 

 Shadow cabinet: To improve government 

accountability in Parliament, the opposition 

in some countries such as the UK, Canada, 

and Australia forms a shadow cabinet. 

Under such a system, opposition MPs track 

a certain portfolio, scrutinise its 

performance and suggest alternate 

programs. This allows for detailed tracking 

and scrutiny of ministries and assists MPs in 

making constructive suggestions. 

 Changing certain provisions of the Anti-

defection law: The Supreme Court (Kihota 

Hollohon vs. Zachilhu, 1992), while 

upholding the validity of the Anti-defection 

law highlighted the need to limit 

disqualifications in the cases where 

Legislatures vote against the directions of 

Party. The court held that “such provisions 

should be limited to only those voting that 

are crucial to the existence of the 

government and to matters integral to the 

electoral programme of the party. So as not 

to 'unduly impinge' on the freedom of 

speech of members”. 

 

Conclusion 

Parliament’s scrutiny of the government is crucial 

not only for upholding the accountability of the 

government to people of India but also for 

improving the quality of laws drafted. 

Strengthening the instruments of Parliamentary 

Scrutiny can go a long way in minimizing the 

potential implementation challenges. 
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About 
Members of all parties have unanimously asked 

the government to release funds for the projects 

sanctioned in 2018 and 2019, which were under 

way before the funds were suspended due the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

● In their representations, the MPs had 

argued that the funds become more 

critical during the pandemic. 

 

History 

The Union government had resorted to Disaster 

Management Act to suspend the member of 

Parliament local area development (MPLAD) 

scheme in April this year. 

 

About MPLAD scheme: 

● Launched in December, 1993. 

● Seeks to provide a mechanism for the 

Members of Parliament to recommend 

works of developmental nature for 

creation of durable community assets 

and for provision of basic facilities 

including community infrastructure, 

based on locally felt needs. 

● The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme 

fully funded by Government of 

India. 

● The annual MPLADS fund 

entitlement per MP constituency is 

Rs. 5 crore. 

 

Special focus: 

● MPs are to recommend every year, 

works costing at least 15 per cent of 

the MPLADS entitlement for the year 

for areas inhabited by Scheduled 

Caste population and 7.5 per cent for 

areas inhabited by S.T. population. 

● In order to encourage trusts and 

societies for the betterment of tribal 

people, a ceiling of Rs. 75 lakh is 

stipulated for building assets by trusts 

and societies subject to conditions 

prescribed in the scheme guidelines. 

 

Release of Funds: 

● Funds are released in the form of 

grants in-aid directly to the district 

authorities. 

● The funds released under the scheme 

are non-lapsable. 

● The liability of funds not released in a 

particular year is carried forward to 

the subsequent years, subject to 

eligibility. 

● The MPs have a recommendatory role 

under the scheme. 

● The district authority is empowered to 

examine the eligibility of works, 

sanction funds and select the 

implementing agencies, prioritise 

works, supervise overall execution, 

and monitor the scheme at the ground 

level. 

● At least 10% of the projects under 

implementation in the district are to be 

inspected every year by the district 

authority. 

 

Recommendation of works: 

● The Lok Sabha Members can 

recommend works in their respective 

constituencies. 

● The elected members of the Rajya 

Sabha can recommend works 

anywhere in the state from which they 

are elected. 

● Nominated members of the Lok Sabha 

and Rajya Sabha may select works for 

implementation anywhere in the 

country. 
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About  
Report submitted recently by the standing 

committee on Home Affairs. 

 

Recommendations: 

1. Bring a comprehensive public 

health Act with suitable legal 

provisions to keep checks and controls 

over private hospitals in times of a 

pandemic. 

2. Curb black marketing of medicines 

and ensure product standardisation. 

3. The government should be proactive 

by holding awareness campaigns on 

cheaper and effective repurposed 

medicines to prevent people from 

panicking and spending a huge 

amounts of money on expensive 

drugs. 

4. There is need to have regulatory 

oversight on all hospitals working in 

the country to prevent refusal to 

accept insurance claims. 

5. A separate wing may be formed in the 

National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) that will 

specialise in handling /managing 

pandemics like COVID-19 in future. 

6. Measures should be taken to avoid 

social stigma and fear of isolation 

and quarantine, by making people 

aware and treating them with respect 

and empathy. 

7. The problems being faced by 

farmers, non-corporate and non-

farm small/micro enterprises in 

getting loans need to be addressed. 

 

Need for comprehensive measures: 

1. There have been several reported 

instances of beds reserved for 

COVID-19 patients in private 

hospitals being sold at exorbitant 

rates. 

2. Also, medicines that ‘helped’ in 

containing the COVID-19 infection 

were sold at higher rates. 

3. In the initial phase of the pandemic, 

medical insurance was not extended 

to patients with COVID-19 infection. 

4. With schools shut down now for more 

than nine months, many children 

were deprived of mid-day meal. 

Many States continued the scheme by 

delivering dry ration to students at 

their homes or giving them 

allowances. But this was not uniform. 
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About 
The Election Commission (EC) recently 

approached the Law Ministry to permit NRIs to 

cast their votes from overseas through postal 

ballots. 

 

What is the current process of voting for Indian 

citizens living abroad? 

Voting rights for NRIs were introduced only in 

2011, through an amendment to the 

Representation of the People Act 1950. 

● An NRI can vote in the constituency 

in which her place of residence, as 

mentioned in the passport, is located. 

● She can only vote in person and will 

have to produce her passport in 

original at the polling station for 

establishing identity. 

 

What is current strength of NRI voters? 

According to a UN report of 2015, India’s 

diaspora population is the largest in the world 

at 16 million people. 

 

If approved, how will voting by postal ballots 

work for NRIs? 

1. According to the EC proposal, any 

NRI interested in voting through the 

postal ballot in an election will have to 

inform the Returning Officer (RO) not 

later than five days after the 

notification of the election. 

2. On receiving such information, the 

RO will dispatch the ballot paper 

electronically. 

3. The NRI voters will download the 

ballot paper, mark their preference on 

the printout and send it back along 

with a declaration attested by an 

officer appointed by the diplomatic or 

consular representative of India in the 

country where the NRI is resident. 

 

What happened to the proposal to grant proxy 

voting rights to overseas electors? 

● The Union Cabinet passed the 

proposal on proxy voting rights for 

NRIs in 2017. 

● The government then brought a Bill 

amending the Representation of the 

People Act 1950. 

● The Bill was passed by Lok Sabha and 

was awaiting Rajya Sabha’s approval 

when it lapsed with the dissolution of 

the 16th Lok Sabha. 
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About 
The State Election Commission (SEC) has 

sought an explanation from Kerala Chief Minister 

Pinarayi Vijayan on the complaint that he had 

violated the model code of conduct with his 

announcement that COVID-19 vaccination will be 

provided free of cost to everyone in the State. 

● A decision will be taken on the matter 

after studying his explanation. 

 

Model Code of Conduct(MCC): 

What is MCC? 

These are the guidelines issued by the Election 

Commission of India for conduct of political 

parties and candidates during elections mainly 

with respect to speeches, polling day, polling 

booths, election manifestos, processions and 

general conduct. 

● This is in keeping with Article 324 of 

the Constitution, which mandates EC 

to conduct free and fair elections to the 

Parliament and State Legislatures. 

 

Aim: To ensure free and fair elections. 

 

When it comes into force? 

So far, the Model Code of Conduct came into 

force immediately on announcement of the 

election schedule by the commission. The Code 

remains in force till the end of the electoral 

process. 

 

Status: 

The need for such code is in the interest of free and 

fair elections. However, the code does not have 

any specific statutory basis. It has only a 

persuasive effect. It contains what is known as 

“rules of electoral morality”. But this lack of 

statutory backing does not prevent the 

Commission from enforcing it. 

 

Evolution: 

The Commission issued the code for the first time 

in 1971 (5th Election) and revised it from time to 

time. This set of norms has been evolved with the 

consensus of political parties who have consented 

to abide by the principles embodied in the said 

code and also binds them to respect and observe it 

in its letter and spirit. 

 

What it contains? 

The salient features of the Model Code of Conduct 

lay down how political parties, contesting 

candidates and party(s) in power should conduct 

themselves during the process of elections i.e. on 

their general conduct during electioneering, 

holding meetings and processions, poll day 

activities and functioning of the party in power etc. 

 

Enforcement: 

The EC has devised several mechanisms to take 

note of the violation of the code, which include 

joint task forces of enforcement agencies and 

flying squads. The latest is the introduction of the 

cVIGIL mobile app through which audio-visual 

evidence of malpractices can be reported. 
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About 
The Election Commission has named a few 

countries where it would like to have postal 

voting introduced for NRIs on a pilot basis. 

● The proposal may get implemented 

first for voters based in the United 

States, Canada, New Zealand, Japan, 

Australia, Germany, France, and 

South Africa. 

 

What is the current strength of NRI voters? 

According to a UN report of 2015, India’s 

diaspora population is the largest in the world at 

16 million people. 

● Registration of NRI voters, in 

comparison, has been very low: a 

little over 1 lakh overseas Indians 

registered as voters in India, according 

to the EC. 

● In last year’s Lok Sabha elections, 

roughly 25,000 of them flew to India 

to vote. 

● Out of 1.18 lakh NRI voters, the 

largest number — about 89,000 — 

are registered to vote in Kerala. 

The second-largest cohort (roughly 7,500) are 

registered in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

What is the reason behind the EC leaving out 

the Gulf countries? 

Holding a democratic exercise, involving voters 

queuing outside Indian Missions and Embassies, 

in non- democratic countries will require 

permissions, and the host nation may not approve. 

Given these concerns, the EC, for now, hasn’t 

included Gulf countries in its proposed pilot. 

 

If approved, how will voting by postal ballots 

work for NRIs? 

1. The EC has proposed that any NRI 

interested in voting through the postal 

ballot in an election will have to 

inform the Returning Officer (RO) not 

later than five days after the 

notification of the election. 

2. On receiving such information, the 

RO will dispatch the ballot paper 

electronically. 

3. A designated officer in the Indian 

mission will download 

the ballot paper on the voter’s behalf, and hand it 

over to 

the overseas elector. 

4. The overseas elector can then mark 

her preference at the mission, get the 

self-declaration form attested by the 

designated officer, and hand back the 

ballot paper and declaration form in a 

sealed envelope to the mission. 

5. The mission will then dispatch all the 

envelopes to the election officer 

concerned. 

 

What is the current process of voting for Indian 

citizens living abroad? 

● Voting rights for NRIs were 

introduced only in 2011, 

through an amendment to the Representation of 

the People Act 1950. 

● An NRI can vote in the constituency 

in which her place of residence, as 

mentioned in the passport, is located. 

● She can only vote in person and will 

have to produce her passport in 

original at the polling station for 

establishing identity. 
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About 
The government has notified compulsory 

surgical procedures for PG students of 

Ayurveda. 

 

How far is surgery part of Ayurveda? 

There are two branches of surgery in Ayurveda: 

● Shalya Tantra, which refers to 

general surgery, and Shalakya 

Tantra which pertains to surgeries 

related to the eyes, ears, nose, throat 

and teeth. 

All postgraduate students of Ayurveda have to 

study these courses, and some go on to specialise 

in these, and become Ayurveda surgeons. 

 

Before the notification, what were the 

regulations for postgraduate students? 

The 2016 regulations allow postgraduate 

students to specialise in Shalya Tantra, Shalakya 

Tantra, and Prasuti evam Stree Roga 

(Obstetrics and Gynecology), the three 

disciplines involving major surgical 

interventions. 

● Students of these three disciplines are 

granted MS (Master in Surgery in 

Ayurveda) degrees. 

 

So, what is new? 

The notification mentions 58 surgical procedures 

that postgraduate students must train themselves 

in and acquire skills to perform independently. 

● The surgeries that have been 

mentioned in the notification are all 

that are already part of the Ayurveda 

course. 

● Now, the patients will know exactly 

what an Ayurveda doctor is capable 

of. The skill sets have been defined. 

● This will remove question marks on 

the ability of an Ayurveda 

practitioner. 

 

What were the IMA’s objections? 

The notification has invited sharp criticism from 

the Indian Medical Association, which 

questioned the competence of Ayurveda 

practitioners to carry out these procedures, and 

called the notification an attempt at “mixopathy”. 

IMA doctors insist that they are not opposed to the 

practitioners of the ancient system of medicine. 

But they say the new notification somehow gives 

the impression that the skills or training of the 

Ayurveda doctor in performing modern 

surgeries are the same as those practising 

modern medicine. 

 This, they say, is misleading, and an 

“encroachment into the jurisdiction and 

competencies of modern medicine”. 
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About 
In a U-turn, the J&K administration has sought 

modifications to the High Court judgment passed 

on October 9, which declared the 2001 Roshni 

Act null and void in the Union Territory (UT) 

and directed authorities to end the ownership 

rights of occupants of government land. 

 

Why review the order? 

● The petition argued that a large 

number of common people would 

suffer unintentionally. 

● This includes landless cultivators and 

individuals who are themselves 

residing in dwellings on small areas. 

● They are unfortunately clubbed along 

with rich and wealthy land grabbers, 

who have obtained a title over state 

land through the provisions of the now 

struck Act. 

 

What needs to be done? 

● Distinguish between the two classes 

of people; the fact of being either a 

landless cultivator or the house holder 

with one dwelling in personal use. 

● CBI investigation should focus on the 

design of legal and policy framework, 

changes with malafide intention to 

encroach public land and get 

possessory rights. 

 

About the Roshini Act: 

● Enacted in 2001, the law sought to 

regularise unauthorised land. 

● The Act envisaged the transfer of 

ownership rights of state land to its 

occupants, subject to the payment of a 

cost, as determined by the 

government. 

● The government said the revenue 

generated would be spent on 

commissioning hydroelectric power 

projects, hence the name “Roshni”. 

● Further, through amendments, the 

government also gave ownership 

rights of agricultural land to farmers 

occupying it for free, charging them 

only Rs 100 per kanal as 

documentation fee. 

 

Why it was scrapped? 

1. In 2009, the State Vigilance 

Organisation registered an FIR against 

several government officials for 

alleged criminal conspiracy to 

illegally possess and vest ownership 

of state land to occupants who did not 

satisfy criteria under the Roshni Act. 

2. In 2014, a report by the Comptroller 

and Auditor General (CAG) estimated 

that against the targeted Rs 25,000 

crore, only Rs 76 crore had been 

realised from the transfer of 

encroached land between 2007 and 

2013, thus defeating the purpose of the 

legislation. 

3. The report blamed irregularities 

including arbitrary reduction in prices 

fixed by a standing committee, and 

said this was done to benefit 

politicians and affluent people. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review Of Order On Roshni Act 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

22 

About 
The National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

authorities have submitted to the Gauhati High 

Court an affidavit reportedly containing the details 

of “illegal foreigners” whose names had crept 

into the updated list of citizens released in 2019. 

 

Background: 

Some 19.06 lakh out of 3.3 crore applicants were 

excluded from the complete draft NRC published 

on August 31, 2019. It was later found that some 

“ineligible people” — those without papers 

establishing their domicile in Assam before March 

24, 1971 — had been included in the citizens’ list. 

 

About NRC: 

● The NRC was created in 1951 to 

determine who was born in Assam and 

is therefore Indian, and who might be 

a migrant from erstwhile East 

Pakistan, now Bangladesh. 

● The demand for updating the NRC 

was first raised in 1980 during the 

anti- foreigners Assam agitation 

spearheaded by the All Assam 

Students’ Union. 

● A 2009 petition before the Supreme 

Court by the NGO Assam Public 

Works led to the updating exercise 

through a notification in December 

2013. 
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About 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) national president N. 

Chandrababu Naidu has challenged Andhra 

Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 

to hold a referendum on the idea of the three 

capitals. 

 

Three- capitals: 

On July 31 the state government notified the AP 

Decentralisation and Inclusive Development of 

All Regions Act, 2020, and the AP Capital 

Region Development Authority (Repeal) Act, 

2020. 

This law paves the way for three capitals for the 

state. 

1. Amaravati– legislative capital. 

2. Visakhapatnam– executive capital. 

3. Kurnool– judicial capital. 

 

Need for three capitals: 

1. The government says it is against 

building one mega capital while 

neglecting other parts of the state. 

Three capitals ensure equal 

development of different regions of 

the state. 

2. Decentralisation has been the central 

theme in recommendations of all 

major committees that were set up to 

suggest a suitable location for the 

capital of Andhra Pradesh. These 

include Justice B N Srikrishna 

Committee, K Sivaramakrishnan 

Committee, G N Rao Committee etc. 

 

Why implementing this idea will be difficult? 

1. Coordination and logistics fear: 

Coordinating between seats of 

legislature and executive in separate 

cities will be easier said than done, 

and with the government offering no 

specifics of a plan, officers and 

common people alike fear a logistics 

nightmare. 

2. Time and costs of travel: Executive 

capital Visakhapatnam is 700 km 

from judicial capital Kurnool, and 400 

km from legislative capital 

Amaravati. The Amaravati-Kurnool 

distance is 370 km. The time and costs 

of travel will be significant. 

 

Which other Indian states have multiple 

capitals? 

1. Maharashtra has two capitals– 

Mumbai and Nagpur (which holds the 

winter session of the state assembly). 

2. Himachal Pradesh has capitals at 

Shimla and Dharamshala (winter). 

3. The former state of Jammu & Kashmir 

had Srinagar and Jammu (winter) as 

capitals. 
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About 
The Jammu and Kashmir administration has 

extended the ban on 4G mobile Internet up to 

January 8, saying “the restrictions on the high-

speed connectivity acted as an impediment to 

attempts” of the militants to disturb the District 

Development Council (DDC) polls. 

 

Need for: 

An order issued by the Jammu and Kashmir Home 

Department noted that there were credible inputs 

about the presence of a large number of militants 

trying to infiltrate from across the border. 

 

Supreme Court's ruling in 2020: 

Supreme Court on May 11 refused to restore 4G 

internet in Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir. 

● But, the Court had ordered the Centre 

and Jammu and Kashmir 

administration to form a committee of 

Secretaries from MHA and J&K UT 

Admin to take a call after reviewing 

the ground security situation. 

● The high-powered Committee headed 

by the MHA Secretary will also look 

into the contentions raised by various 

petitioners. 

 

Important observations made and rationale 

behind this verdict: 

● There is a need to ensure that national 

security and human rights are 

balanced. J&K UT has plunged into 

crisis, but at the same time there are 

concerns related to ongoing pandemic 

and hardships. 

● The bench also referred to its earlier 

decision in the Anuradha Bhasin 

case (2020) wherein it ordered review 

of restrictions placed in J&K in the 

wake of abrogation of Article 370 of 

the Constitution. 

 

Background- what’s the issue? 

● In August 2019, the Central 

government had suspended all modes 

of communications in the wake of 

revocation of Jammu and Kashmir’s 

special status, granted under Article 

370. Eventually, services were 

partially restored, with internet speed 

restricted to 2G. 

● A plea was filed by ‘Foundation for 

Media Professionals’ for restoration 

of high-speed internet in Jammu and 

Kashmir in view of the Covid-19 

situation. 

● But, the administration opposed 

restoration of 4G services in the union 

territory. It justified its move in view 

of protecting the sovereignty, integrity 

and security of the country. 

 

 

Criticisms against the internet shutdown: 

● Restrictions have virtually abrogated 

the fundamental rights and paralyzed 

the lives of seven million people in the 

region. 

● The shutdown of internet services 

have severe consequences on 

business, trade and heavily affect the 

common people in the region. 

 

What procedure does the government follow to 

suspend Internet services? 

The Information Technology Act, 2000, the 

Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), 1973 and 

the Telegraph Act, 1885 are the three laws that 

deal with suspension of Internet services. 

But before 2017, Internet suspension orders were 

issued under section 144 of the CrPC. 

● In 2017, the central government 

notified the Temporary Suspension 

of Telecom Services (Public 

Emergency or Public Service) Rules 

under the Telegraph Act to govern 

suspension of Internet. 

● These Rules derive their powers from 

Section 5(2) of the Indian Telegraph 

Act, which talks about 

● interception of messages in the 

“interests of the sovereignty and 

integrity of India”.About : 

J&K Internet Ban Extended Two-Child Policy 
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The latest data from the National Family Health 

Survey-5 (NFHS-5) shows India doesn’t need a 

two-child policy: experts. 

 

Supporting findings: 

● The use of modern contraceptives in 

rural and urban areas. 

● An improvement in family planning 

demands being met. 

● A decline in the average number of 

children borne by a woman. 

These prove that the country’s population is 

stabilising. 

 

Key data: 

1. The Total Fertility Rate (number of 

children born per woman) has 

decreased across 14 out of 17 States 

and is either at 2.1 children per woman 

or less. 

2. This also implies that most States have 

attained replacement level fertility, 

i.e., the average number of children 

born per woman at which a population 

exactly replaces itself from one 

generation to the next. 

 

Criticisms related to two- child policy: 

1. Critics argue that the population 

growth of India will slow down 

naturally as the country grows richer 

and becomes more educated. 

2. There are already well-documented 

problems with China’s one-child 

policy, namely the gender imbalance 

resulting from a strong preference for 

boys and millions of undocumented 

children who were born to parents that 

already had their one child. 

3. By interfering with the birth rate, 

India faces a future with severe 

negative population growth, a 

serious problem that most developed 

countries are trying to reverse. With 

negative population growth, the 

number of old people receiving social 

services is larger than the young tax 

base that is paying for the social 

services. 

4. The law related may also be anti-

women. Human rights activists argue 

that the law discriminate against 

women right from birth (through 

abortion or infanticide of female 

fetuses and babies). A legal restriction 

to two children could force couples to 

go for sex-selective abortions as 

there are only two ‘attempts’. 
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About 
Anthropological Survey of India policy document 

warns of threat to endangered group from 

commercial activity. 

The policy document comes almost two years after 

American national John Allen Chau was allegedly 

killed by the Sentinelese on the Island. 

● The Sentinelese, a most secluded, is a 

particularly vulnerable tribal group 

(PVTG) who reside in complete 

isolation on the island. 

 

Key observations: 

● Any exploitation of the North Sentinel 

Island of the Andamans for 

commercial and strategic gain would 

spell the death knell for its occupants. 

● The “right of the people to the island 

is non-negotiable”. 

● Build a knowledge bank on the 

Sentinelese. 

● Since ‘on-the-spot study’ is not 

possible for the tribal community, 

anthropologists suggest the ‘study of a 

culture from distance’. 

 

Who are sentinelese? 

Sentinelese, with a population of about 50 to 100 

on the North Sentinel Island, are not only among 

the most isolated of the 75 PVTGs across the 

country, but also among the five in the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands which include Great 

Andamanese, Onge, Jarawa, and Shompens. 

 

Steps taken to ensure the protection of 

Sentinelese: 

1. The entire North Sentinel Island along 

with 5 km coastal sea from high water 

mark is notified as tribal reserve. 

2. The Government respects their way of 

life style, therefore, has adopted an 

‘eyes-on and hands-off’ practice to 

protect and safeguard the Sentinelese 

tribe. 

3. A protocol of circumnavigation of the 

North Sentinel Island has been 

notified. The ships and aircrafts of 

Coast Guard and boats of Marine 

Police make sorties around North 

Sentinel to keep surveillance. 

 

They have been protected under: 

1. A &N Islands (PAT) Regulation 1956. 

2. Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 

1989. 

3. Restrictions under Foreigner 

(Restricted Area) Orders, 1963. 

4. Visa Manual Conditions/Passport Act 

1920, Indian Forest Act, 1927 and 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

 

Why are they said to be vulnerable? 

1. It is said they have made little to no 

advancement in the over 60,000 years 

and still live very primitive lives, 

surviving mainly on fish and 

coconuts. 

2. They are very vulnerable to germs 

since they have not had contact with 

the outside world. Even a common flu 

virus carried by a visitor could wipe 

out the entire tribe. 

3. Since the 1960s, there have been a 

handful of efforts to reach out to the 

tribe but all have largely failed. They 

have repeatedly, aggressively made it 

clear that they want to be isolated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploitation Of Sentinel Island May Danger For Tribals 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

27 

About 
● India has made considerable progress 

in reducing its malaria burden. 

● India is the only high endemic country 

which has reported a decline of 17.6% 

in 2019 as compared to 2018. 

● The Annual Parasitic Incidence 

(API) reduced by 27.6% in 2018 

compared to 2017 and by 18.4% in 

2019 as compared to 2018. India has 

sustained API less than one since year 

2012. 

● India has also contributed to the 

largest drop in cases region-wide, 

from approximately 20 million to 

about 6 million. The percentage drop 

in the malaria cases was 71.8% and 

deaths was 73.9% between 2000 to 

2019. 

 

High Burden to High Impact (HBHI) initiative: 

● Initiated by WHO in 11 high malaria 

burden countries, including India. 

● In India, Implementation has been 

started in four states i.e. West Bengal 

and Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and 

Madhya Pradesh. 

 

About Malaria: 

Caused by a parasite that commonly infects a 

certain type of mosquito which feeds on humans. 

Spread: Female Anopheles mosquitoes deposit 

parasite sporozoites into the skin of a human host. 

 

Four kinds of malaria parasites infect humans: 

Plasmodium falciparum, P. vivax, P. ovale, and P. 

malariae. In addition, P. knowlesi, a type of 

malaria that naturally infects macaques in 

Southeast Asia, also infects humans, causing 

malaria that is transmitted from animal to human 

(“zoonotic” malaria). 

 

Durgama Anchalare Malaria Nirakaran 

(DAMaN) initiative: 

● Among states, Odisha’s Durgama 

Anchalare Malaria Nirakaran 

(DAMaN)initiative is significant. 

● The initiative aims to deliver services 

to the most inaccessible and hardest 

hit people of the State. The initiative 

has in-built innovative strategies to 

combat asymptomatic malaria. 

● The programme is jointly 

implemented by Indian Council of 

Medical Research-National Institute 

of Malaria Research (ICMR-NIMR), 

National Vector Borne Disease 

Control Programme (NVBDCP), 

Odisha and Medicines for Malaria 

Venture (MMV). 
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About 
The Maharashtra government this week presented 

a draft bill making changes to existing laws on 

violence against women and children. 

● The Bill is proposed to be enacted as 

Shakti Act, 2020. 

 

What is the reason given by Maharashtra to 

bring in a new law? 

An increase in the number of cases of violence, 

specifically sexual violence against women and 

children. 

 

What does the draft bill proposes? 

1. The draft Bill proposes to make 

changes to the Indian Penal Code, the 

Code of Criminal Procedure and the 

Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences Act. 

2. The changes are proposed in existing 

sections of rape, sexual harassment, 

acid attack and child sexual abuse. 

3. The Bill proposes death penalty in 

cases of rape, gang rape, rape by 

persons in authority, aggravated 

sexual assault of minors and in cases 

of acid attack when grievous injury is 

caused. 

4. The death penalty is proposed in cases 

which are heinous in nature and where 

adequate conclusive evidence is 

available and circumstances warrant 

exemplary punishment. 

 

Are there any specific provisions related to 

social media? 

The draft Bill proposes an additional law to deal 

with abuse of women on social media. 

Section 354E is added to include intentional acts 

creating “a sense of danger, intimidation, and fear 

to a 

woman” apart from insulting her modesty by any 

act, deed or words including offensive 

communication will be an offence with a 

maximum punishment of two years and a Rs 1 

lakh fine. 

● This also includes uploading morphed 

videos of women or threatening them 

with uploading of photos, videos 

which could defame, cause disrepute 

to them or violate their privacy. 

 

Provisions for “false” information and 

“implied consent”: 

The Bill also makes provision for making a “false 

complaint” or provides false information in 

respect of offence committed stating that anyone 

who does that “solely with the intention to 

humiliate, extort or threaten or 

defame or harass” a person shall face 

imprisonment for a term up to one year or fine or 

both. 
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About 
Scientists of the All-India Institute of Medical 

Sciences (AIIMS) have revealed that lead was 

noticed in milk samples collected in Eluru town 

and its neighbouring villages in West Godavari 

district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Background: 

With the outbreak of the undiagnosed illness in 

Eluru and its adjoining areas on December 4, 

experts and doctors from various organisations 

rushed to the district and collected food, water, 

milk, blood and other samples. 

 

About Lead: 

● Lead in the body is distributed to 

the brain, liver, kidney and bones. It 

is stored in the teeth and bones, where 

it accumulates over time. 

● Lead in bone is released into blood 

during pregnancy and becomes a 

source of exposure to the developing 

foetus. 

● WHO has identified lead as 1 of 10 

chemicals of major public health 

concern. 

● WHO has joined with the United 

Nations Environment Programme to 

form the Global Alliance to 

Eliminate Lead Paint. 

 

Factors contributing to lead poisoning: 

1. Informal and substandard recycling of 

lead-acid batteries. 

2. Increase in vehicle ownership, 

combined with the lack of vehicle 

battery recycling regulation and 

infrastructure. 

3. Workers in dangerous and often 

illegal recycling operations break 

open battery cases, spill acid and lead 

dust in the soil. 

4. They also smelt the recovered lead in 

crude, open-air furnaces that emit 

toxic fumes poisoning the surrounding 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead In Milk 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

30 

About 
United Nations’ Human Development Index was 

released recently. 

 

 

What is HDI? 

Published by the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP), it is a statistical tool used 

to measure a 

country’s overall achievement in its social and 

economic dimensions. The social and economic 

dimensions of a country are based on the health of 

people, their level of education attainment and 

their standard of living. 

 

What's unique about this year's index? 

For the first time, the United Nations 

Development Programme introduced a new 

metric to reflect the impact caused by each 

country’s per-capita carbon emissions and its 

material footprint, which measures the amount 

of fossil fuels, metals and other resources used to 

make the 

goods and services it consumes. 

● This metric is called- the Planetary 

Pressures-adjusted HDI, or PHDI. 

 

India's performance: 

● India dropped two ranks, standing at 

131 out of 189 countries. 

● If the Index were adjusted to assess 

the planetary pressures caused by 

each nation’s development, India 

would move up eight places in the 

ranking, according to the report. 

 

Performance of other countries: 

5. Norway tops the HDI. It, however, 

falls 15 places if the new metric (The 

Planetary Pressures-adjusted HDI, 

or PHDI) is used, leaving Ireland at 

the top of the table. 

6. In fact, 50 countries would drop 

entirely out of the “very high human 

development group” category, using 

this new metric. 

7. Australia falls 72 places in the 

ranking, while the United States and 

Canada would fall 45 and 40 places 

respectively, reflecting their 

disproportionate impact on natural 

resources. 

8. China would drop 16 places from its 

current ranking of 85. 

 

Impact of pandemic: 

Although this year’s report covers 2019 only, and 

does not account for the impact of COVID, it 

projected that in 2020, global HDI would fall 

below for the first time in the three decades since 

the Index was introduced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HDI : Human Development Index 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" December - 2020 

 

31 

About 
The approval of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 

vaccine in the UK this week will make a 

significant impact on the spread of the COVID-19 

coronavirus as it is the most accessible shot 

approved so far and is likely to remain that way. 

This is significant for India, as the Pune- based 

Serum Institute of India (SII) has tied up with 

AstraZeneca to deploy the vaccine in the country. 

 

How this vaccine works? 

This new vaccine is a viral vector vaccine, which 

works in a different wa y than the mRNA vaccines 

that have already been approved. 

● A viral vector vaccine uses another 

non-replicating virus to deliver 

SARS-CoV-2 genes, in the form of 

DNA, into human cells, where viral 

proteins are produced to induce 

protective immune responses. 

 

Types of vaccines: 

1. Inactivated: These are vaccines made 

by using particles of the Covid-19 

virus that were killed, making them 

unable to infect or replicate. Injecting 

particular doses of these particles 

serves to build immunity by helping 

the body create antibodies against the 

dead virus. 

2. Non-replicating viral vector: It uses 

a weakened, genetically modified 

version of a different virus to carry the 

Covid-19 spike protein. 

3. Protein subunit: This vaccine uses a 

part of the virus to build an immune 

response in a targeted fashion. In this 

case, the part of the virus being 

targeted would be the spike protein. 

4. RNA: Such vaccines use the 

messenger RNA (mRNA) molecules 

that tell cells what proteins to build. 

The mRNA, in this case, is coded to 

tell the cells to recreate the spike 

protein. Once it is injected, the cells 

will use the mRNA’s instructions, 

creating copies of the spike protein, 

which in turn is expected to prompt 

the immune cells to create antibodies 

to fight it. 

5. DNA: These vaccines use genetically 

engineered DNA molecules that, 

again, are coded with the antigen 

against which the immune response is 

to be built. 
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About 

● Constituted by the Supreme Court 

in September 2018. 

● Its work is to unravel the rogue 

officials responsible for the infamous 

ISRO “frame-up” case of 1994, 

which destroyed the life and 

reputation of Nambi Narayanan, one 

of the country’s prominent space 

scientists. 

 

What's the issue? 

At the time of his arrest on November 30, 1994, 

Mr. Narayanan was working on cryogenic engine 

technology 

at the premier Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO). 

● The police investigators had accused 

him of passing on documents and 

drawings of ISRO relating to 

Viking/Vikas engine technology, 

cryogenic engine technology and 

PSLV flight data/drawings to 

Pakistan. 

 

What happened at the Supreme Court? 

● The Supreme Court dismissed the 

case in 2018 as a criminal frame-up 

based on “some kind fancy or notion”. 

It said Mr. Narayanan’s career was 

“smothered.” 

● The CBI, which took over the probe 

from the Kerala Police, had promptly 

filed a closure report in 1996. But Mr. 

Narayanan fought on to bring his 

accusers to justice. 

● The apex court, in its 2018 judgment, 

had called the treatment meted out to 

the scientist while he was in custody 

“psycho-pathological”. 

● The court ordered the Kerala 

government to pay Mr. Narayanan 

₹50 lakh in compensation, though it 

said mere money was not enough to 

make up for the torture the scientist 

had endured for 24 years. 

 

● Also, the scientist had said that the 

prosecution launched by the Kerala 

police had a “catastrophic effect” on 

his career and personal life, besides 

setting back the technological 

advancement in space research. 

 

Cryogenic technology: 

● Cryogenic technology involves the 

use of rocket propellants at 

extremely low temperatures. 

● The combination of liquid oxygen 

and liquid hydrogen offers the 

highest energy efficiency for rocket 

engines that need to produce large 

amounts of thrust. 

● Specific impulse (a measure of the 

efficiency) achievable with cryogenic 

propellants (liquid Hydrogen and 

liquid Oxygen) is much higher 

compared to earth storable liquid and 

solid propellants, giving it a 

substantial payload advantage. 

 

Why this technology is important for India? 

1. India is only the 6th country to 

develop the cryogenic engine after the 

USA, France, Japan, China and 

Russia. 

2. It is important technology for India 

because India could launch heavy 

satellites (of weight more than 2500-

3000kg) with the help of Cryogenic 

engines and its critical for the success 

of GSLV program. 

3. The technology also holds importance 

in the context that India was denied 

this technology in 1990s by the USA 

when India was making deal with 

Russian agency to transfer of 

technology. 

4. With this technology India does not 

have to depend on the other space 

agencies. 

5. It will not just help ISRO probe deeper 

into space but will also bring it extra 

revenue, enabling it to make 

Justice Jain Committee 
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commercial launches of heavier 

satellites. By providing the cost 

effective and reliable services India 

can tap the Asian and African space 

markets, which are looking towards 

India on this front. 
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About 
Global transition to future technologies like 

Artificial Intelligence, 5G and Big Data among 

others have started affecting the global geopolitics 

which can be evidently seen in the global 5G 

adoption. 

 

What is the relationship between geopolitics 

and technology? 

In the modern parlance, Geopolitics can be 

roughly understood as interactions and 

relationship among nation states. The technology 

development and adoption not only affect the 

nature of geopolitics but also gets affected by it. 

For example, Russia’s military technological 

development was largely driven by its 

susceptibility on its western borders. 

Following can be cited as key geopolitical factors 

affecting technological access, adoption and 

development: 

 Geographical position: Global 

geographical positioning plays an 

important role in determining the 

technological priorities. For example, 

due to its harsh geography and scarce 

water resources, Israel has spent 

considerable time and resources to 

develop technologies that conserve, 

reuse and desalinate water. 

 Relative access to resources: Relative 

access to resources gives the country a 

position in the global economy. For 

example, large scale availability of 

labour puts China at a comparative 

advantage in labour intensive sectors. 

Whereas large scale availability of 

capital in US puts it at a comparative 

advantage for Research and 

Development. This relative access also 

influences the technological 

development and adoption. 

 Relationship with other countries: In 

the globalized world, technological 

development happens collectively and 

not in silos. As a result, relationship 

among countries enables sharing of 

technology, thus enabling collective 

development. For example, a major 

facet of India-Israel relations is sharing 

of agricultural technology between 

them. 

 National Priorities and domestic 

constraints: Nature of policy like 

regulatory environments, nature of 

education systems, extent of social 

acceptance for technology among others 

also drive the global distribution of 

technological advancement. For 

example, tech-driven private sector 

moves towards nations with conducive 

environment such as a country having a 

strong start-up culture. 

 

How can these technological changes 

potentially alter the geopolitical landscape? 

When combined, these changes are already 

beginning to affect every aspect of the globalized 

world. The emerging sectors in which this will be 

felt directly by consumers include social media for 

information, financial technologies, e-commerce, 

e-services affecting mobility and social services, 

and changes to the sourcing and management of 

energy. Broadly these technological changes will 

affect three areas- 

 Security: New technologies creates new 

challenges in the realm of Cybersecurity, in 

emergence of threats like Hybrid Warfare 

and exploiting vulnerabilities of critical 

infrastructure like telecommunications. The 

relative deprivation of these technologies 

within countries alters the security 

balance among countries. 

o For instance, US alongside countries 

like UK and France have been 

apprehensive of penetration of Huawei 

technologies in their telecommunication 

systems citing security and privacy 

concerns. 

 International Standing: The extent of 

technological development influences 

political standing both directly and 

indirectly. For instance, Israel despite being 

a small country, in a volatile neighborhood 

has considerable global influence. This is in 

Geopolitics Of Technology 
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part due to due to the technological 

development in the country. 

 Economic Growth: Technological 

development or adoption is one of the key 

factors in ensuring long-term economic 

growth for any country. It enables higher 

worker productivity, improved efficiencies, 

enhanced quality of products and services. 

Access to technology thus becomes a key 

variable in relative economic growth and 

prosperity among countries. 

o For example, control of data driven 

technologies is being seen as key 

technological variable which will drive 

the future economic competition among 

countries. 

 

How the current geopolitics of technology is 

playing out globally? 
The emergence of new technologies is eliciting 

different reaction from different countries. 

Broadly these reactions can be divided into two 

categories: 

 Technologically authoritarian reaction: 

Countries that have closed their data 

markets and restricted the flow of 

technology- such as China- would come 

under this category. 

 Technologically democratic reaction: 

Countries that are guided by judicial 

standards, the rule of law, and support the 

freer — but not always free — movement of 

data and technology can be classified under 

this category. 

The interplay between these two types has created 

political, ideological and economic tensions in the 

global realm and have generated following 

geopolitical debates: 

 What effect will technology have on 

future of US-China relationship? The 

current technological competition within 

the countries and US’s apprehension over 

threat from rising China has created a 

tendency of decoupling with regard to 

technology, talent and investment in these 

countries. The way this issue moves 

forward will have large impact on future of 

technology and associated geopolitics. 

 Will internet break into ‘splinternet’? As 

internet governance thickens, the 

worldwide web could segment into a 

collection of independent digital 

ecosystems or “splinternets.” This emerging 

model could be attractive to states and 

businesses that seek to exert greater market 

control in cyberspace and exclude foreign 

competition. 

 Is creation of a global regulatory regime 

possible? Although the current trends point 

towards a deglobalized and segmented 

world, but the growth of technology has 

been fastest when it was accompanied with 

global coordination. Keeping this idea in 

mind, it is possible that gradually national 

and regional regulatory regimes may come 

together in the near future. 

 

What is India’s standing in the current 

geopolitical scenario and what should it do? 

India may not currently have a clear regulatory 

framework for emerging technologies, but it has a 

standing in this geopolitical debate by virtue of 

being the largest open data market in the world. 

Close to 600 million Indians currently use 4G data. 

India also has the highest per capita consumption 

of data (above 10 GB per month) anywhere in the 

world. 

To sustain its standing and exert it’s influence in 

geopolitical debate on technology, India will have 

to generate sustained technological development. 

To ensure this, following steps could be taken for 

better technological regulation: 

 Personal Data Protection Law (PDPL): 

Accelerate the enactment of the PDPL as it 

will provide clarity on cross- border 

movement of data and regulate use of 

personal data among others. 

 Regulatory clarity on new technologies: 

India’s response on new technologies like 

Blockchain, Drone technology etc. has been 

ambivalent, which has hindered their 

development. Clear approach will pave the 

way for faster adoption both by Public and 

Private sector. 

 Evolve a clear stand for global stage: 

Having a clear stance on how technologies 

like 5G, Blockchain need to be governed 

lends more credibility to India’s position. 

Also, this stance needs to be consistent with 
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the domestic approach. 

 Tech diplomacy: The ministry of external 

affairs created the new, emerging, and 

strategic technologies (NEST) division in 

2020. This idea can be taken further by 

appointing dedicated technology 

ambassadors or technology coordinators. 

 Making technological access a key part of 

diplomatic relations: Access to technology 

should be a key feature of bilateral relations 

in the future especially for a developing 

country like India which has a large 

absorptive capacity. 

The geopolitical maneuvers can improve global 

regulation in India’s favor and increase access to 

technology. But this can only be capitalized if it is 

accompanied with domestic technological 

development. Efforts could be made on lines of 

creating entrepreneurial culture, increasing 

investment in R&D, providing the ecosystem to 

encourage private sector research and most 

importantly implementation of education reforms 

as envisaged by the New Education Policy 2020. 
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About 
Recently, India’s Chief of Defence Staff (CoDS) 

remarked “the world is witnessing a race for 

strategic bases in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 

and it is only going to gain momentum in the times 

to come”. 

 

About the IOR 

 The Indian Ocean is the third-largest of 

the world's oceanic divisions (after Pacific 

and Atlantic), covering 19.8% of the water 

on Earth's surface. 

 IOR is home to 1/3rd of the world’s 

population where the average age of a 

person is less than 30 years compared to 38 

in the US and 46 in Japan. 

 This densely populated IOR is also highly 

vulnerable to natural disasters. 

 Economies of many IOR countries are 

expanding rapidly. Bangladesh, India, 

Malaysia and Tanzania witnessed economic 

growth in excess of 5% in 2017 (well above 

the global average of 3.2%). 

 IOR has become a pivotal zone of 

strategic competition: There are over 120 

warships of extra-regional forces are 

deployed in support of various missions. 

Global powers have shown a renewed 

interest in investing in infrastructure 

development in the IOR countries to 

maintain and increase geopolitical 

influence. 

 

Why global powers are scrambling for strategic 

bases in the IOR? 

Oversea bases are the first mechanism of mass 

networks. It helps in protection of commercial 

interests, aligning with friendly regimes, and 

expressing dominance in the region. Following 

factors have made the IOR a focus of rising global 

competition. 

 IOR falls at the crossroads of global 

trade: It connects the major engines of the 

international economy   in the Northern 

Atlantic and Asia-Pacific. More than 80% 

percent of the world’s seaborne trade in oil 

transits through Indian Ocean choke points: 

o Strait of Hormuz connecting Persian 

Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. 

o Strait of Malacca between the Malay 

Peninsula and Sumatra island. 

o Bab el-Mandab Strait connecting Gulf 

of Aden & Red Sea. 

 

 IOR is rich in natural resources: 40% of 

the world’s offshore oil production and 

almost 15% of the world’s total fishing 

take place in the Indian Ocean basin. 

Poly Metallic Nodules (PMNs) containing 

nickel, cobalt, and iron, and massive 

sulphide deposits of manganese, copper, 

iron, zinc, silver, and gold present in 

sizeable quantities on the sea bed. Indian 

Ocean coastal sediments are also 

important sources of titanium, 

zirconium, tin, zinc, and various rare 

earth elements. 

 Peace in the IOR is indispensable for 

global security: As IOR is home to most of 

the existing and emerging threats to global 

security. More than half the world’s armed 

conflicts are presently located in the IOR. 

Terrorism, piracy, drug trafficking and 

unregulated migrations are gaining traction 

within the region especially around the 

Horn of Africa. 

 Countering rise of China: As part of its 

Belt and Road initiative (BRI) China is 

heavily investing in infrastructure and ports 

in Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and Bangladesh, 

Kenya. Western powers, including the US 

and UK are seeking to counter-balance 

China’s rise. 

 Protection of maritime ecosystem: The 

Indian Ocean is warming three times faster 

than the Pacific Ocean. Overfishing, coastal 

degradation, and pollution are also harming 

the marine ecosystem. 

 

Why is India seen as pivotal by the global 

powers for increasing their geopolitical 

influence in the IOR? Recently, the UK 

underscored that it is looking East and India is 

emerging as the key pillar in that strategy. Similar 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
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strategy has been initiated by other countries 

including US, France, Australia and Japan also. 

Reasons underlining India’s importance in the 

IOR are as follows 

 India has a privileged geostrategic 

location: India is geographically located at 

the Ocean’s centre. It has over 7,500 Km of 

coastline. 95% of India’s trade by volume 

and 68% of trade by value come via the 

Indian Ocean. Nearly 80% of India’s crude 

oil requirement is imported by sea via the 

Indian Ocean. Thus, India’s fate is 

inextricably linked with the IOR. Global 

powers are hedging on India’s obligations 

for a peaceful and rule based IOR. 

 Shared interests in the IOR: The global 

Interest overlap with India’s objectives 

outlined under SAGAR (Security and 

Growth for All in the Region). These 

include preserving freedom of navigation 

for commercial shipping, sustainably and 

equitably harnessing the Indian Ocean’s 

natural resources, Countering piracy, 

terrorism, smuggling, and illegal weapons 

proliferation etc. 

 India has the capability to counter the 

growing clout of China: Relative to other 

countries in the region, India has advantages 

in terms of economic and military 

capability. India has already taken various 

steps for democratic governance of the IOR. 

These include 

o Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 

(IONS): It is regional forum of Indian 

Ocean littoral states, represented by 

their Navy chiefs similar to Western 

Pacific Naval Symposium. It seeks to 

“increase maritime co- operation among 

navies” of the Indian Ocean littoral 

states. 

o Indian Ocean Rim Association 

(IORA): It emphasizes on maritime 

security, trade, cultural promotion, 

tourism, resource management and 

governance. 

o Humanitarian And Disaster Relief 

Operations (HADAR): For decades 

India has positioned itself as the first 

responder to humanitarian crises in the 

IOR. This also includes rescuing 

citizens of India and neighbouring 

countries from conflict zones. 

o Maritime Domain Awareness 

(MDA): India aspires to become net 

security provider in the IOR. It has taken 

following initiatives in this direction. 

 Information Management and 

Analysis Centre (IMAC): Jointly 

managed by the Indian Navy and 

Coast Guard, it is the nodal center of 

the National Command Control 

Communications and Intelligence 

(NC3) Network. It provides 

information and surveillance over 

India’s entire coastline, along with 

its outlying islands, in real time. 

 Information Fusion Center for the 

India Ocean Region (IFC-IOR): It 

aims to provide regional MDA by 

fusing large data sets originating 

from multiple sources. 

 White shipping agreement allows 

Indian Navy exchange data on 

commercial traffic. This helps create 

a better picture of movements and 

vessels at sea. 

What challenges are poised before India in the 

IOR? 

India’s influence in the IOR has shrunk despite its 

advantages of location astride the Indian Ocean 

and historical links in East and South Africa, the 

Gulf, and South East Asia. This is because of 

 China’s increasing economic and 

military footprint in the region: By 

providing large loans on generous 

repayment terms, investing in major 

infrastructure projects and support in the 

UN Security Council (UNSC) through its 

veto powers, China has secured 

considerable influence among littoral 

countries in the IOR. It also has a naval base 

in Djibouti and some facilities in Seychelles 

and Mauritius. 

 Capacity and capital constraints: India 

faces logistical challenges in the southern 

and western Indian Ocean. Also due to a 

meager allocation of 15% of India’s military 

budget, the Indian Navy has limited 

capacity and resources to strengthen its 

security efforts in the IOR. 
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 Dysfunctionality of the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC): Being located at the centre of 

Indian Ocean the dysfunctionality of 

SAARC affects that larger space directly as 

it hinders trade and connectivity among IOR 

countries. 

 New geopolitical challenges and strategic 

dilemmas: As the world is moving in the 

direction of multi-polarity, balance of 

power and clash of values among countries 

presents a challenge for India. 

o Recently, Russia after raising 

concerns about India’s participation 

in QUAD (Quadrilateral Security 

Dialogue declared that it is 

committed to develop good ties with 

Pakistan and India should not be 

concerned with it. 

 

How India could overcome various challenges 

to play a significant role in IOR? 

 Maintaining strategic autonomy: Choices 

have to be made for creation of balances 

among competing global powers. For this 

India need to strengthen bilateral, trilateral 

and multilateral mechanism like 'JAI' 

(Japan, Australia, and India), India-ASEAN 

(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 

and others. 

 Strengthening capability: India’s ability to 

overcome domestic and strategic challenges 

will determine its place in the world 

particularly in the IOR. India is now focused 

on the right issues: digitization, 

urbanisation, rural growth, infrastructure, 

skills etc. 

o Logistic challenges in the western and 

southern Indian Ocean can be overcome 

by easy access to military facilities held 

by India’s partners. India has already 

signed the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement 

(LEMOA) with the US and France. It 

has similar agreements with Australia, 

Singapore, and South Korea and is 

looking to finalize agreements with 

Japan and the UK. 

 Improving regional connectivity and 

trade: The case for building connectivity 

and expanding trade in the South Asia is 

glaringly obvious. Hence, re-energizing 

SAARC should be one of India’s key 

foreign policy priorities. The free trade 

agreement (FTA) of the Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multisectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) should 

be finalized with the utmost priority. 

 Keeping cooperation with small littoral 

states at the heart of India’s foreign 

policy: If India’s littoral states are hostile to 

it, they may tilt towards rising China. This 

will have a direct impact on India’s security. 

Also India’s relationship with small littoral 

states in the IOR will shape its role in the 

Indo-Pacific. Therefore, India should 

enhance its cooperative relations with these 

countries. 

 

Conclusion 

The entire world is focused on coming to term 

with rising China. In this exercise India will 

occupy a significant place by virtue of its location, 

size, potential, history and culture. If there is a 

common approach, it is of them simultaneously 

strengthening capacity internally, assessing the 

external landscape and seeking understanding 

with China. 
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About 
A Virtual Summit was recently held between 

India’s Prime Minister and Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh. 

 

Key Highlights of the Summit 

 Signing of Bilateral Documents and 

Inauguration of Projects: in varied fields 

such as Hydrocarbon Sector, Trans-

boundary Elephant Conservation, High 

Impact Community Development Projects 

(HICDPs), Cooperation in the field of 

Agriculture etc. 

 Cooperation in Health Sector: India 

assured that vaccines would be made 

available to Bangladesh as and when 

produced in India and also offered 

collaboration in therapeutics and 

partnership in vaccine production. 

 Cultural Cooperation: A commemorative 

postal stamp was issued by the Government 

of India on the occasion of birth centenary 

of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman, who was the founding leader of 

Bangladesh and country’s first Prime 

Minister. 

 Border Management and Security 

Cooperation: Both sides agreed to work 

towards finalizing the delineation of the 

fixed boundaries along Icchamati, Kalindi, 

Raimongol, Hariabhanga and the 

Kuhsiyara Rivers. 

 Trade Partnership: Both countries 

directed the officials to expeditiously 

conclude the ongoing joint study on the 

prospects of entering into a bilateral 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA). 

 Connectivity: Inauguration of the newly 

restored railway link between Haldibari 

(India) and Chilahati (Bangladesh), 

which was defunct since the India-Pakistan 

war of 1965. 

o Bangladesh also expressed keen 

interest in the ongoing India 

Myanmar Thailand trilateral 

highway project. 

 Cooperation in Water Resources, Power 

and Energy: Underscored the need for 

early conclusion of Framework of Interim 

Agreement on sharing of waters of six joint 

rivers, namely, Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, 

Gumti, Dharla and Dudhkumar and 

agreed to expedite implementation of 

projects including India- Bangladesh 

Friendship Pipeline, Maitree Super Thermal 

Power Project etc. 

 

 Global Partnership:  

 Bothcountries agreed to continue working 

together towards achieving early reforms 

of the UN Security Council, combating 

climate change, attainment of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

and protection of the rights of migrants. 

 

Background of India-Bangladesh relations 

 India was one of the first countries to 

recognize Bangladesh and establish 

diplomatic relations immediately after its 

independence in December 1971. 

 The Indian Army fought side by side with 

the Bangladeshi freedom fighters in 1971 

during the Liberation War. 

 

 

Significance of Bangladesh for India 

 Enhancing Connectivity: Bangladesh, due 

to its strategic geopolitical location, acts as 

a gateway to Southeast Asia. It is a central 

component to various regional connectivity 

projects such as the Bangladesh-Bhutan-

India- Nepal (BBIN) initiative. 

 Important Trade Partner: Bangladesh is 

India’s biggest trade partner in South Asia 

and is an important destination for Indian 

exports. India’s exports to Bangladesh in 

FY 2018-19 stood at around US$ 9.21 bn. 

 Security and border management: India 

shares an extensive and porous boundary 

with Bangladesh. This has made 

cooperation between the two countries 

crucial for effective border management 

India-Bangladesh 
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and tackling transnational crimes such as 

smuggling of arms, narcotics, fake Indian 

currencies and trafficking of women and 

children. 

 Development of North- Easter Region 

(NER): Transit and transshipment to NER 

through Bangladesh helps increase 

connectivity with the NER and ensure 

peace, stability and economic development 

of the region. Also, Indo-Bangladesh 

security cooperation has helped in the 

taming of insurgency in India’s northeast. 

 

Contentious issues in India-Bangladesh ties 

 River water disputes: Overall, India and 

Bangladesh have 54 trans-boundary rivers 

between them, part of the Ganga- 

Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) basin, and 

Bangladesh lies downstream in majority of 

these river streams. This has given rise to 

concerns in Bangladesh over sharing of 

river waters, interlinking of the rivers and 

building of dams in India. Several issues in 

this regards are- 

o Doubts about the credibility of 

bilateral Joint Rivers Commission 

(JRC) which has been working since 

1972 for the resolution of water 

disputes. In 2019, the 38th round of 

meeting of JRC was held after a gap of 

around seven years. 

o Delays in signing of the interim 

agreement for sharing of the Teesta 

waters, as agreed upon by both the 

governments in 2011. 

 Trade imbalance: Bangladesh has

 often complained that the bilateral trade 

tilts towards India. 

 China factor: The Chinese influence

 on Bangladesh has been increasing in the 

past few years through measures like 

enhancing the list of products for duty-free 

access into its markets and providing 

massive loans for development projects. 

 Issues in Border Management: Loss of 

civilian lives at the border and smuggling of 

arms, narcotics and fake currency has been 

a matter of concern. 

 Concerns related to Citizenship 

Amendment Act: The new citizenship law 

granting Indian citizenship to persecuted 

religious minorities from Bangladesh 

indirectly implied the poor treatment of 

religious minorities in Bangladesh and 

brought negative publicity for Dhaka. 

 

Way Forward 

 Institutionalizing a framework for 

management of the rivers: Both countries 

can adopt a basin-wide approach in 

formulating a new framework, given that 

most of the rivers shared by India and 

Bangladesh are part of the transboundary 

Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna basin. 

 Allowing work permits, to resolve the 

migration issue, in a manner that does not 

adversely impact the society and economy 

of both the countries. 

 Conducting meetings of JRC on regular 

intervals and enhancing cooperation in the 

field of sharing hydrological data among the 

two countries. 

 Expediting projects in Bangladesh: India 

should expedite implementation of 

projects including India- Bangladesh 

Friendship Pipeline, Maitree Super Thermal 

Power Project etc. to highlight the highest 

priority India attaches to Bangladesh under 

India’s Neighbourhood First Policy. 

 Addressing issues of non-tariff barriers 

and trade facilitation including port 

restrictions, procedural bottlenecks etc. for 

reducing the trade imbalance. 

 Effective implementation of the ongoing 

Coordinated Border Management Plan. 
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About 
Indian Prime Minister and his Vietnamese 

counterpart recently participated in a Virtual 

Summit. 

 

Key Highlights of the Summit 

 Seven agreements were signed by the two 

countries covering diverse issues such as 

defense, nuclear power, petrochemicals, 

renewable energy, Cooperation in United 

Nation Peacekeeping operations and 

treatment of cancer. 

 A Joint Vision document for Peace, 

Prosperity and People and a Plan of Action 

for period 2021-2023 to implement the 

Joint Vision were released to guide the 

future development of India - Vietnam 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. 

 Other major announcements include- 

o Implementation of the 554High-Speed 

Guard Boat (HSGB) Manufacturing 

Project for Vietnam Border Guard 

Command under the US$ 100 million 

Defence Line of Credit extended by 

Government of India to Vietnam. 

o Enhancing the number of Quick 

Impact Projects (QIPs) from currently 

5 per year to 10 per year commencing 

FY 2021-2022. 

 The QIPs are short gestation 

projects mostly covering 

upgradation of physical 

infrastructure such as roads, local 

community centres, social 

infrastructure such as in the 

education, health, sanitation or 

community development sectors. 

o Launch of a bilateral project for 

Encyclopedia on India - Vietnam 

Civilizational and Cultural 

Interactions. 

o New Development Partnership projects 

in heritage conservation in Vietnam. 

Significance of Vietnam for India 

 Critical component of India’s foreign 

policy: Vietnam is an important pillar of 

India's Act East policy and a vital partner of 

its Indo-Pacific Vision and SAGAR policy. 

 Support to India on international 

platforms: India and Vietnam will 

concurrently serve as non-permanent 

members of the UN Security Council from 

2021, and this has opened up new 

opportunities for cooperation and 

coordination on regional and international 

issues. 

o For instance, Vietnam strongly 

supports India's permanent 

membership in an expanded UN 

Security Council and could help 

India push for reforms in this 

direction. 

 Countering China: Both India and 

Vietnam are grappling with China’s 

aggressive actions in the region, which 

makes them natural allies. While India is 

locked in a military standoff with China in 

Ladakh sector of the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC), Vietnam has major differences over 

Chinese claims within its exclusive 

economic zone in the South China Sea. 

 Trade potential: Vietnam is the 8th largest 

destination of India’s exports globally and 

the second largest export destination in the 

ASEAN region. Bilateral trade among the 

countries has high potential for growth 

given the strong complementarities that exist 

between India’s large domestic market and the 

vision of self-reliance under ‘Atmanirbhar 

Bharat’ on the one hand and Vietnam’s growing 

economic vitality and capabilities on the other. 

 Defense exports: Vietnam has reportedly 

shown interest in acquiring a host of 

military equipment from India, including 

India’s Akash air defence system, Dhruv 

helicopters, the BrahMos  missile  etc. 

Defense cooperation with Vietnam will not 

only boost defense manufacturing and 

export in India, but also strengthen India’s 

position as a net security provider in the 

region. 

 Energy security: Indian companies have 

already invested in oil and gas exploration 

projects in the Vietnamese waters in the 

India-Vietnam Virtual Summit 
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South China Sea which are extremely rich 

in hydrocarbon reserves. Consistent supply 

of hydrocarbons from Vietnam can help 

ensure energy security in India. 

 Integration to supply chains: Partnership 

with Vietnam can help India participate in 

building reliable, efficient and resilient 

regional and global supply chains, 

especially in the post COVID world. 

 Vietnam’s Free trade agreement with 

European Union has further enhanced its 

role in the global trade regime. 

 Maritime security and safety: Nearly 50% 

of India’s trade is centered in the Indo-

Pacific Region and the Indian Ocean carries 

90% of India’s trade and its energy sources. 

Due to its strategic position in the Indo 

Pacific, Vietnam plays a key role in 

ensuring a secure and stable trade route in 

the region. 

 Fulfillment of converging interests: Both 

countries have similar interests in multiple 

domains including blue economy, dealing 

with cyber security threats, countering 

terrorism, tackling natural disasters, water 

security, etc. which calls for enhanced legal 

and judicial cooperation. 

 For instance, there exists synergy between 

India’s “Digital India” mission and 

Vietnam’s “Digital Society” vision. 

 

Way Forward 

 Promoting closer people-to-people 

exchanges: India and Vietnam share 

cultural and civilizational heritage, 

including Buddhist and Cham cultures. 

India should build on this shared heritage to 

strengthen people to people linkages, by 

increasing direct flights, providing ease of 

travelling through simplified visa 

procedures and facilitating tourism. 

 Enhancing economic cooperation through 

steps such as promoting joint ventures, 

enhancing physical and digital connectivity, 

encouraging e-Commerce, upgrading 

regional trading architecture and mutually 

providing greater market access etc. 

 India can consider developing possible 

associative endeavors with Vietnam 

within sub-regional frameworks, such as, 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), Bay 

of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) to discuss mutual interests and 

integrating strategies. 

 Renewing the Joint Vision on Defence 

Cooperation for 2015-2020: Such a joint 

vision for next five years would be an 

affirmation of the close defence and security 

ties and chart out the elements of bilateral 

cooperation with Vietnam in the near future. 
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About 
Recently, The US Senate passed the Tibetan 

Policy and Support Act (TPSA) of 2020 outlining 

United States’ policy on Tibet. 

 

About the TPSA 

 Built on the landmark Tibetan Policy Act of 

2002, the TPSA addresses Tibetan human 

rights, environmental rights, religious 

freedoms and the democratic 

Tibetan government in exile. 

 It formally recognises the Central 

Tibetan Administration (CTA) as the 

legitimate representative of the Tibetan 

people. 

 It will pave the way for the U.S. 

government to issue economic and visa 

sanctions against any Chinese officials who 

interfere with the succession of the Dalai 

Lama. 

 The TPSA also introduces new key 

provisions aimed at protecting the 

environment and water resources on the 

Tibetan plateau. 

 In addition, it calls for greater 

international cooperation to monitor the 

environment on the Tibetan plateau. 

 

Background: Geostrategic and Geopolitical 

importance of Tibet 

 Tibet is the world’s highest and largest 

plateau, covering an area of 2.5 million 

square kilometres, with an average 

elevation of more than 4,000 metres above 

sea level. 

 Its entire southern rim is flanked by the 

Himalayas, the world’s highest mountain 

chain thus the land mass constitutes a 

formidable buffer or barrier for any power 

operating beyond Tibet. 

 The environmental importance of Tibet 

arises from the fact that it play a major role 

in the Asian monsoon and holds largest 

concentration of glaciers outside of the 

two Poles that feed the 10 major river 

systems that sustain millions downstream. 

 Tibet has always been a place of 

geostrategic prominence in the eyes of 

regional as well as superpowers. 

o In the early 20th century, British India 

adopted its forward policy towards 

Tibet for expanding her market and to 

establish Tibet a buffer against the 

Czarist Russia’s threat to India. 

o Presently, as per the popular perception, 

China considers Tibet as the palm 

and Ladakh, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan 

and Arunachal Pradesh as the five-

finger. 

o The incumbent and the 14th Dalai 

Lama has been living in exile in India 

ever since the Tibet was occupied by the 

Chinese People’s Liberation Army 

(PLA) in 1950-51. He has been leading 

the movement for “genuine autonomy” 

for Tibet and the Tibetans. 

o China’s militarization of the Tibetan 

plateau triggered the geopolitical 

tensions in South Asia. Since the 

disappearance of Tibet as a traditional 

buffer state between India and China in 

1950, the two Asian giants faced 

military escalations in and along the 

Indo-Tibetan border. 

o US on the other hand remains concerned 

with the People's Republic of China's 

repression of the Tibetan community 

and severe restrictions on Tibetans' 

religious freedom. US supports the 

Central Tibetan Administration, the 

Middle Way Policy and genuine 

autonomy for Tibetans, religious 

freedom, environmental protection of 

Tibetan plateau and restoration of 

freedom in Tibet. 

 

India’s stance on Tibet: Is there a need to 

change it? 

 India has a one China policy (policy 

asserting that there is only one sovereign 

state under the name China, as opposed to 

the idea that there are two states, the 

People's Republic of China (PRC) and the 

Tibetan Policy And Support  Act 
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Republic of China (ROC)) and has mostly 

refrained from playing the Tibet card 

against China. 

 China and India had codified their 

position on Tibet and these remained the 

touchstone for addressing subsequent 

controversies on this issue. For instance, 

under the 1954 treaty on trade and 

transportation on the border between 

Tibet and India which was preambled by 

Panchsheel (five principles of peaceful 

coexistence), India had formalised the 

recognition of Tibet as part of China. 

 India currently has an executive policy (not 

a law) on Tibetans in India called “Tibetan 

Rehabilitation Policy 2014.” While this 

policy was a significant development for 

Tibetans’ welfare in India, it is devoid of 

any substantive relevance on core issues of 

Tibet, that is, destructive Chinese policies in 

Tibet and Tibetans’ demand for freedom in 

Tibet. 

 However, in the recent Ladakh standoff, 

it was the first time India used special forces 

made up almost entirely of Tibetan exiles to 

occupy strategic heights in Pangong Tso’s 

south bank. Strategically, the Tibetans 

were the first line of the defence for India. 

 Experts are of the view that keeping in 

mind the attached importance of Tibet for 

India for our National Security, it is now 

high time that India should also adopt a 

more assertive stand on the Tibet issue in 

dealing with China. 

o Just like Tibetans, millions of Indians, 

particularly in states like Jammu & 

Kashmir, Himachal, Uttarakhand, 

Sikkim, West Bengal, and Arunachal 

worship the Dalai Lama. Almost half 

of the water (48%) that flows from the 

Tibetan plateau runs directly into 

India. 

o Also, China is actively encroaching in 

the Himalayan borders of Ladakh, 

Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal 

Pradesh, which aim to an encircle India 

through different fronts. A more 

assertive policy with regard to Tibet is 

thus equally vital to Indian national 

security. 
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About 
Recently, the first Trilateral Working Group 

(TWG) Meeting between India, Iran and 

Uzbekistan on joint use of Chabahar Port was held 

virtually. 

 

More about news 

 The TWG is now expected to meet every 

three months to push forward the joint 

use of the strategic trade and transit facility 

to enhance regional connectivity. 

 India's proposal to hold 'Chabahar Day' on 

the sidelines of the International 

Maritime Summit in January 2021 was 

also welcomed at the meeting. 

 All sides also noted the significant role 

played by Chabahar port for the region to 

deliver humanitarian assistance during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Why India’s connectivity with Chabahar port 

holds strategic importance? 

The significance is reflected by the fact that 

Chabahar is India’s first-ever overseas port 

investment. It would help India meet the following 

strategic goals 

 India’s gateway to Central Asia and 

Europe: Chabahar port provides India 

direct connectivity to these regions 

bypassing Pakistan. Chabahar will be linked 

with the International North-South 

Transportation Corridor (INSTC) which 

would enhance India’s trade with Eurasia up 

to $170 billion. INSTC at present stretches 

from Bandar Abbas port, Iran to Russia. 

o Chabahar port could also be integrated 

with the proposed transit corridor 

under the Ashgabat Agreement (it 

envisages facilitation of transit and 

transportation of goods between Central 

Asia and the Persian Gulf). 

 Enhance trade opportunities among 

India- Iran-Afghanistan: It is because of 

their geographical integration in addition to 

the agreement that grant preferential 

treatment and tariff reductions at Chabahar 

to Indian goods. Chabahar allows India to 

export humanitarian supplies to 

Afghanistan and Afghanistan diversify its 

export opportunities. 

 A potential alternative to Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) of China: Besides 

Uzbekistan, other Central Asian countries 

have also shown interest in using this port. 

For them, Chabahar is the shortest opening 

to the India Ocean for their maritime trade. 

So far, they have been relying on seaport 

facilities in Turkey, Russia, Baltic States, 

Iran (Bandar Abbas) and China. 

 

What steps have been taken by India to make 

the investment in Chabahar port meaningful? 

 Managing exemption from US sanction: 

In spite of the US sanctions on Iran, India 

was exempted which not only continued to 

invest in Chabahar but also was allowed to 

ship goods to Afghanistan through the 

Chabahar port. However, the exemption did 

not allow to ship goods to Central Asia via 

Iran. 

 Quick operationalization of the port: The 

1st wheat consignment from India to 

Afghanistan via Chabahar port was sent in 

2017. In 2018, India took the control of 

operation of the Shahid Beheshti Port and 

since then the volume and transit of 

shipments through the port have increased 

significantly. In early 2019, Afghanistan 

started exporting goods to India using the 

port. 

 Doubled budgetary allocation: In budget 

2020, nearly US$ 14 million was allocated 

for the development  of the port. 

 40% subsidy on charges for cargo and 

vessels moving to Shahid Beheshti Port to 

boost the trade through Chabahar port. 

 

What are the challenges India is facing in 

harnessing the strategic potential of Chabahar 

Port? 

 India’s investment in Chabahar has 

always been held hostage to International 

policy on Iran: The Chabahar agreement 

was signed after the UN sanction on Iran 

Chabahar Port 
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was removed. In 2018, US unilaterally re-

imposed stringent sanctions on Iran. Because 

of this India’s energy imports from Iran, which 

was its third largest supplier, dropped to zero, 

bilateral trade also stopped. 

 India’s receding economic influence on 

Iran: Iran has dropped India from the 

project to build a rail line from the Chabahar 

port to Zahedan owing to delay in the 

proposed $400 million funding from India. 

Iran also cut off India’s ONGC Videsh Ltd 

(OVL) from the development of an Iranian 

gas field project, Farzad B. 

 Iran gravitating towards China: The 

countries are in an advanced stage of 

finalising a $400-billion long-term 

agreement (for 25 years partnership). There 

is a fear of Iran falling to debt trap of China 

and leasing the Chabahar port to it. Also, 

China’s growing inroads in Iran could make 

Indian projects there more unviable. 

 

What should India do to make its Chabahar 

port diplomacy a success? 

 Prioritize strategic interests: India’s 

friends (US, Israel other Arab countries) are 

Iran’s enemy. Yet, as major regional actors, 

India and Iran will have to continue to 

explore ways to further strengthen their 

partnership by taking pragmatic steps based 

on their respective national interests. 

 Join the Chabahar-Zahedan railway line 

development project forthwith: It is  

expected that Iran may  rope in China to 

fund the project. India’s loss could well 

become China’s gain. Therefore, it is logical 

for India to actively participate in 

developing the project. 

 Make the Chabahar port lynchpin of 

trade: Chabahar port can hook onto 

ongoing corridor plans and programmes 

like Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-

Asia (TRACECA), Central Asia Regional 

Economic Cooperation (CAREC) and other 

multilateral transport initiatives in the 

region. 

 Allay the psychological fear of private 

sector: Despite the waiver by the U.S. for 

the Chabahar port, private companies in 

India are afraid of attracting the US 

sanctions if they were to use the use 

Chabahar port for trade. This needs to be 

addressed to make the use of waiver. 

 

Conclusion 

 Geographical proximity, the need for 

regional connectivity, economic 

integration, and common security 

challenges in Afghanistan and West and 

Central Asia demand close cooperation 

between India and Iran. “Chabahar” literally 

means a place where all four seasons of the 

year are like spring. For India’s economic 

and strategic reach, it’s time to make that a 

reality now. 
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About 
The Union Cabinet has given its approval for 

Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY) 

to boost employment in formal sector and 

incentivize creation of new employment 

opportunities during the Covid recovery phase 

under Atmanirbhar Bharat Package 3.0. 

 

About the Atmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana 

(ABRY): 

● Under this, Government of India will 

provide subsidy for two years in 

respect of new employees engaged on 

or after 1st October, 2020 and up to 

30th June, 2021. 

● Government will pay both 12% 

employees’ contribution and 12% 

employers’ contribution i.e. 24% of 

wages towards EPF in respect of new 

employees in establishments 

employing upto 1000 employees for 

two years. 

● Government will pay only employees’ 

share of EPF contribution i.e. 12% of 

wages in respect of new employees in 

establishments employing more than 

1000 employee for two years. 

 

Eligibility: 

● An employee drawing monthly wage 

of less than Rs. 15000/- who was not 

working in any establishment 

registered with the Employees’ 

Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 

before 1st October, 2020 and did not 

have a Universal Account Number or 

EPF Member account number prior to 

1st October 2020 will be eligible for 

the benefit. 

● Any EPF member possessing 

Universal Account Number (UAN) 

drawing monthly wage of less than Rs 

15000 who made exit from 

employment during Covid pandemic 

from March 1, 2020, to September 30, 

2020, and did not join employment in 

any EPF covered establishment up to 

September 30 will also be eligible to 

avail benefit. 
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About 
Skill India undertakes Recognition of Prior 

Learning (RPL) for workers under Department of 

Panchayati Raj in Chandauli and Varanasi. 

● The programme is being implemented 

under SANKALP Programme of 

Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 

● The implementing agency for the 

programme is National Skill 

Development Corporation (NSDC). 

 

Significance: 

About 70% of our country’s population resides in 

rural India and hence the inclusion of gram 

panchayats is crucial for the success of District 

Skill Development Plans and will provide a huge 

fillip to the Skill India Mission. 

● Through RPL, the aim is to align the 

competencies of the pre-existing 

workforce of the country to the 

standardized framework. 

● Certification builds confidence, brings 

respect and provides recognition to 

the candidates, it has the potential to 

make skills aspirational. 

● Supporting formalization of the 

informal learning of youth will 

supplement their efforts in finding 

sustainable livelihood opportunities 

and reduce inequalities based on 

privileging certain forms of 

knowledge over others. 

 

 

What is RPL? 

● Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 

programme recognizes the value of 

learning acquired outside a formal 

setting and provides a government 

certificate for an individual’s skills. 

● Candidates receive exposure to 

concepts of digital and financial 

literacy and an accidental insurance 

coverage for three years at free of cost. 

● No fee is charged from a candidate for 

participating in the RPL program and 

every successfully certified candidate 

will receive INR 500. 

● This initiative is part of a larger 

programme on ‘Skill Development 

Planning at the level of ‘Gram 

Panchayat’ that focuses on 

introducing Recognition of Prior 

Learning (RPL) in a structured 

manner in GPs of various districts 

across the country. 
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About 
Representatives of industry bodies, including 

those from CII and FICCI, have requested the 

Labour Ministry to hold back implementation of 

new definition of wages, which would increase 

social security deductions and reduce the take-

home pay of workers. 

 

Need for: 

The new definition of wages is part of the Code 

on Wages, 2019 passed by Parliament last year. 

● The new definition would result in a 

major cut in take-home salaries and 

also place a burden on employers. 

 

About the Code on Wages Act: 

The code will amalgamate the Payment of Wages 

Act, 1936, the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, the 

Payment of Bonus Act, 1965, and the Equal 

Remuneration Act, 1976. 

1. The wage code universalises the 

provisions of minimum wages and 

timely payment of wages to all 

employees, irrespective of the sector 

and wage ceiling. 

2. It ensures the “right to sustenance” 

for every worker and intends to 

increase the legislative protection of 

minimum wage from existing about 

40% to 100% workforce. 

3. It also introduces the concept of 

statutory floor wage which will be 

computed based on minimum living 

conditions and extended qualitative 

living conditions across the country 

for all workers. 

4. While fixing the minimum rate of 

wages, the central government shall 

divide the concerned geographical 

area into three categories – 

metropolitan area, non-

metropolitan area and the rural 

area. 

5. Wages include salary, allowance, or 

any other component expressed in 

monetary terms. This does not include 

bonus payable to employees or any 

travelling allowance, among others. 

6. The minimum wages decided by the 

central or state governments must 

be higher than the floor wage. 

7. Payment of wages: Wages will be 

paid in (i) coins, (ii) currency notes, 

(iii) by cheque, (iv) by crediting to the 

bank account, or (v) through 

electronic mode. The wage period will 

be fixed by the employer as either: (i) 

daily, (ii) weekly, (iii) fortnightly, or 

(iv) monthly. 

 

Advisory boards: 

The central and state governments will constitute 

advisory boards. 

● The Central Advisory Board will 

consist of: (i) employers, (ii) 

employees (in equal number as 

employers), (iii) independent persons, 

and (iv) five representatives of state 

governments. 

● State Advisory Boards will consist of 

employers, employees, and 

independent persons. Further, one- 

third of the total members on both the 

central and state Boards will be 

women. The Boards will advise the 

respective governments on various 

issues including: (i) fixation of 

minimum wages, and (ii) increasing 

employment opportunities for women. 
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About 
Borrowing 43% more in first 9 months, states fall 

deeper into debt trap. 

● According to an analysis by rating 

agency ICRA, States had borrowed 

₹3,87,400 crore in the first nine 

months of FY20. 

 

Borrowing by States: 

Borrowing by the Government of India and 

Borrowing by States are defined under Article 292 

and 293 of Constitution of India respectively. 

 

Article 293 of Constitution of India 

"Borrowing by States": 

1. Subject to the provisions of this 

article, the executive power of a State 

extends to borrowing within the 

territory of India upon the security of 

the Consolidated Fund of the State 

within such limits, if any, as may from 

time to time be fixed by the 

Legislature of such State by law and to 

the giving of guarantees within such 

limits, if any, as may be so fixed. 

2. The Government of India may, subject 

to such conditions as may be laid 

down by or under any law made by 

Parliament, make loans to any State 

or, so long as any limits fixed under 

Article292 are not exceeded, give 

guarantees in respect of loans raised 

by any State, and any sums required 

for the purpose of making such loans 

shall be charged on the Consolidated 

Fund of India. 

3. A State may not without the consent 

of the Government of India raise any 

loan if there is still outstanding any 

part of a loan which has been made to 

the State by the Government of India 

or by its predecessor Government, or 

in respect of which a guarantee has 

been given by the Government of 

India or by its predecessor 

Government. 
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About 
The government has used financial innovation to 

recapitalise Punjab & Sind Bank by issuing the 

lender Rs 5,500-crore worth of non-interest 

bearing bonds valued at par. 

● These are special types of zero 

coupon bonds issued by the 

government after proper due diligence 

and these are issued at par. 

 

What are these special type of zero coupon 

bonds? 

● These are “non-interest bearing, 

non-transferable special GOI 

securities”. 

● They have a maturity of 10-15 years 

and issued specifically to Punjab & 

Sind Bank. 

● These recapitalisation bonds are 

special types of bonds issued by the 

Central government specifically to a 

particular institution. 

● It is not tradable, it is not 

transferable. 

● It is held at the held-to-maturity 

(HTM) category of the bank as per 

the RBI guidelines. Since it is held to 

maturity, it is accounted at the face 

value (and) no mark-to-market will 

be there. 

 

How do they differ from traditional bonds? 

Though zero coupon, these bonds are different 

from traditional zero coupon bonds on one 

account — as they are being issued at par, there is 

no interest; in previous cases, since they were 

issued at discount, they technically were interest 

bearing. 
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Context:The government is exploring all options, 

including setting up of a bad bank, to improve 

the health of the country's banking sector, 

Economic Affairs Secretary Tarun Bajaj said 

recently. 

 

Need for: 

It is not just necessary but unavoidable in the 

present circumstances when NPAs are likely to 

balloon and much of the resolution will have to 

take place outside the IBC framework. 

 

Concept of Bad Bank: 

● A bad bank is a bank set up to buy the 

bad loans and other illiquid holdings 

of another financial institution. 

● The entity holding significant 

nonperforming assets will sell these 

holdings to the bad bank at market 

price. 

● By transferring such assets to the bad 

bank, the original institution may clear 

its balance sheet— although it will 

still be forced to take write-downs. 

 

Why be concerned about bad loans? 

1. Indian banks’ pile of bad loans is a 

huge drag on the economy. 

2. It’s a drain on banks’ profits. Because 

profits are eroded, public sector banks 

(PSBs), where the bulk of the bad 

loans reside, cannot raise enough 

capital to fund credit growth. 

3. Lack of credit growth, in turn, comes 

in the way of the economy’s return to 

an 8% growth trajectory. Therefore, 

the bad loan problem requires 

effective resolution. 

 

Benefits: 

1. This helps banks or FIs clear-off their 

balance sheets by transferring the bad 

loans and focus on its core business 

lending activities. 

2. Large debtors have many creditors. 

Hence bad bank could solve the 

coordination problem, since debts 

would be centralised in one agency. 

3. It can effect speedier settlements with 

borrowers by cutting out individual 

banks. 

4. It can drive a better bargain with 

borrowers and take more stringent 

enforcement action against them. 

5. It can raise money from institutional 

investors rather than looking only to 

the Government. 

 

What are the Concerns or demerits of such 

banks? 

Suppose, say for example, a bank sells bad loans. 

Then, it has to take a haircut because when Rs 100 

goes bad, the actual amount that can be expected 

is lower than Rs 100 and that leads to haircut. 

When it takes haircut that will impact the P&L 

(Profit & Loss). 

So, till that particular aspect is not addressed, 

creating a new structure may not be as potent in 

addressing the problem. 
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About 
Farmer protests against the three new agriculture-

related laws have gathered momentum. 

 

The controversy pertains to: 

1. ‘Farmers’ Produce Trade and 

Commerce (Promotion and 

Facilitation) Bill, 2020′ 

2. Farmers (Empowerment and 

Protection) Agreement of Price 

Assurance and Farm Services Bill, 

2020′ and 

3. Essential Commodities (Amendment) 

Bill 2020. 

What's the issue? 

A set of three laws passed in September aims to 

deregulate India’s enormous agriculture sector. 

● The government says these laws will 

“liberate” farmers from the 

tyranny of middlemen. 

● But many farmers fear that they stand 

to lose more than they could gain 

from the new regulations and that 

the main beneficiaries will be 

agricultural corporations with 

gargantuan financial firepower. 

 

So what do India’s new farm laws do? 

1. They make it easier for farmers to 

bypass government-regulated 

markets (known locally as mandis) 

and sell produce directly to private 

buyers. 

2. They can now enter into contracts 

with private companies, a practice 

known in India as contract farming, 

and sell across state borders. 

3. The new regulations also allow 

traders to stockpile food. This is a 

shift away from prohibitions against 

hoarding, which could make it easier 

for traders to take advantage of rising 

prices, such as during a pandemic. 

Such practices were criminal offences 

under the old rules. 

 

Concerns of farmers: 

More than 86 percent of India’s cultivated 

farmland is controlled by smallholder farmers 

who own less than two hectares (five acres) of land 

each. 

The new rules remove many of their safeguards. 

Small farmers fear that they just do not have 

enough bargaining power to get the kinds of prices 

they need for a decent standard of living when they 

negotiate to sell their produce to larger companies. 

 

The new laws also do not make written 

contracts mandatory. So in the case of any 

violation of their terms, it can be very hard for a 

farmer to prove that he or she has been aggrieved, 

giving them little recourse. 

The new rules do not guarantee any minimum 

price for any product, and farmers worry that the 

existing MSP will be abolished at some point. 

 

How the government should deal with 

protesting farmers? 

There is a gross communication failure on the part 

of the central government to explain to farmers 

what these laws are, and how they are intended to 

benefit them. 

1. The apprehension about MSP and 

procurement going away comes from 

Acts being linked to some previous 

policy documents like the Shanta 

Kumar Committee report and the 

CACP reports suggesting reduced 

procurement and an end to open-

ended procurement from states like 

Punjab to cut down costs of FCI. 

2. It is feared that FCI itself may start 

procuring directly from the new 

trade area to cut down buying costs 

like market fees and arhtiya 

commission. 

3. It is more about the changes in the 

“social contract” between the 

state’s farmers and the Union 

government that is the root cause of 

this apprehension. 

The government should address these concerns 

first. 

Farmers Protest 
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About : 
The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 

Board (PNGRB) has notified a new tariff 

structure for 14 natural gas pipelines. 

 

What is the change? 

Under the new unified tariff structure, buyers will 

be charged a fixed tariff for the transport of gas 

within 300 kms of a source and a fixed tariff for 

the transport of gas beyond 300 kms on a single 

pipeline network. 

● This, PNGRB says, would be 

significantly cheaper for buyers 

further away from the source of gas 

that were earlier charged on the basis 

of the number of pipelines used and 

the distance from the source of gas. 

● Therefore, a buyer using multiple 

pipelines in GAIL’s networks would 

likely benefit significantly from this 

change. 

 

How does this impact gas transmission 

companies? 

● The changes in the tariffs will likely 

incentivise greater investment into gas 

transmission infrastructure as natural 

gas becomes more affordable for users 

further away from the west coast of 

the country. 

● Gas transport tariffs are set to provide 

a “reasonable rate of return” on 

normative levels of capital employed 

and operating costs for pipelines, 

according to the PNGRB. 

 

Who loses out? 

A number of companies which use natural gas as 

an input have set up fertilizer units and power 

plants close to LNG terminals on the west coast. 

The cost of gas for them may rise noticeably. 

● The move was similar to the now 

defunct “freight equalisation” policy 

introduced by the government in 1952 

under which the government 

subsidised the transportation cost of 

minerals to areas further away from 

the sources of minerals. 

 

Challenges: 

1. The new regulations will lead to a 

significant hike in the cost of gas 

transportation for many consumers who 

may already have agreements in place for 

the transport of gas at lower prices based 

on the existing regime. 

2. A further challenge to the regulation 

could come from the potential violation of 

the bidding process for bid-out pipeline 

through the change in regulations. 

3. Another potential avenue for a legal 

challenge could be the absence of a 

member (legal) on the board of the 

PNGRB at the time the regulation has been 

notified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latest Unified Tariff Structure By Petroleum Board 
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About : 
Foundation stone of the new Parliament building. 

 

● This took place nearly a hundred years 

after the foundation for the existing 

Parliament was laid by Duke of 

Connaught on February 12, 1921. 

 

Highlights: 

1. It is expected that the structure would 

be completed by 2022, coinciding 

with 75 years of India's independence. 

2. The theme of the new building would 

celebrate the cultural diversity of the 

country. 

3. It would also incorporate regional arts 

and crafts. Artisans and sculptures 

from across the country would be 

employed the complete the new 

structure making it a symbol of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant 

India). 

4. In September this year, Tata Projects 

Limited won the bid to construct the 

new parliament building at cost of Rs 

861.90 crore. 

5. The new building will be constructed 

close to the existing one under the 

Central Vista redevelopment 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Central Vista project that Supreme 

Court has halted? 

● It is a grand redevelopment project for 

building what will be the power 

corridor of India, having a new 

Parliament building, a common 

central secretariat and revamped 

three-km-long Rajpath, from the 

Rashtrapati Bhavan to the India Gate. 

● The Supreme Court warned the 

government not to carry out any work 

on the Central Vista project until it 

decides on a bunch of 10 petitions 

challenging the mega redevelopment 

plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Parliament Building 
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About 
PM to inaugurate the New Bhaupur- New Khurja 

section and the Operation Control Centre of 

Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor. 

 

About the eastern corridor: 

Length: 1856 km. 

Consists of two distinct segments: an electrified 

double-track segment & an electrified single-track 

segment. 

 

Starts from Sahnewal near Ludhiana (Punjab) 

and will pass through the states of Punjab, 

Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand to 

terminate at Dankuni in West Bengal. 

Constructed by Dedicated Freight Corridor 

Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL), that 

has been set up as a special purpose vehicle to 

build and operate Dedicated Freight Corridors. 

 

Significance: 

Eastern Corridor is projected to cater to a number 

of traffic streams- coal for the power plants in the 

northern region of U.P., Delhi, Haryana, Punjab 

and parts of Rajasthan from the Eastern coal fields, 

finished steel, food grains, cement, fertilizers, lime 

stone from Rajasthan to steel plants in the east and 

general goods. 

 

Why do we need DFCs? 

Increased burden: Covering a total of 10,122 km, 

these corridors carry the heaviest traffic and are 

highly congested. The route carries 52% of 

passenger traffic and 58% of freight traffic, 

according to the Make-in-India report of 2017. 

Also, these routes are highly saturated, with line 

capacity utilisation reaching as high as 150%. 

Rise in demand: Considering increased transport 

demands, overtly congested routes and 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated with 

road transport, these freight corridors will help 

reduce the cost and allow faster transportation. 

Revenue generation: They will open new 

avenues for investment, as this will lead to the 

construction of industrial corridors and logistic 

parks along these routes. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor 
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About 
India ranked 10th in the latest edition of the 

Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI). 

 

Highlights of CCPI 

 First three ranks of the overall ranking 

remained empty: Since no country 

performed well enough in all index 

categories. 

 From the G20 countries, this year, only the 

EU as a whole, along with the UK and 

India, rank among high performers. 

 Renewable energy continues to expand: 

In 2019, its installed capacity grew by over 

200 gigawatts – the largest annual growth to 

date. 

o The expected tipping point where 

new installed renewables capacity is 

cheaper than operating coal or 

natural gas power plants is expected 

in 2025. 

 Several countries updated their NDCs: 

China, the world’s largest emitter, 

committed to a target of net zero by 2060, 

while Japan and the Republic of Korea even 

announced their aim to become carbon 

neutral by 2050. 

 Impact of COVID 19 

o GHG Emissions: Owing to the 

COVID-19 crisis, the first half of 2020 

brought a drastic 8.8% decrease in 

global GHG emissions. 

o Energy Use: COVID-19 pandemic is 

expected to trigger a global recession, 

inducing spending cuts of over 10% in 

energy efficiency sectors (IEA, Energy 

Efficiency Report 2020). 

 India’s ranking: India is rated high for its 

performance in the Energy Use, GHG 

Emission and Climate Policy category and 

medium in Renewable Energy category. 

 

Analysis of India’s performance in its climate 

action 

 Main elements of India’s Intended 

Nationally Determined Contribution 

(INDC) under the Paris climate agreement 

are- 33-35% reduction in emissions 

intensity by 2030 from 2005 levels; 40% of 

all electricity to be generated from non-

fossil fuels by 2030; and afforestation 

programmes that can remove 2.5-3 billion 

tonnes of carbon dioxide-equivalent GHG 

from the atmosphere. In this regard, some 

achievements and concerns are stated 

below:- 

 Achievements 

o On track to achieve and even exceed 

Paris Agreement targets: India is the 

only major economy in the world with 

2°C compatible climate targets and is set 

to overachieve its 2030 targets by a wide 

margin. 

 India has reduced its emission 

intensity by 21% in 2020 over 2005 

levels. 

 Solar capacity of India has grown 

from 2.63 GigaWatts in 2014 to 36 

GigaWatts in 2020. 

 Renewable energy capacity of India 

is the fourth largest in the world and 

is expected to reach 175 GigaWatts 

by 2022 from 136GW at present. 

 India’s total forest and tree cover 

increased to 80.73 million hectare 

(24.56 per cent of the geographical 

area of the country) as per the 2019 

India State of Forest Report (ISFR). 

This is an increase of 5,188 sq. km 

as compared to the assessment of 

2017. 

o Initiatives on the global stage: India 

has pioneered two major initiatives: 

International Solar Alliance and 

Coalition for Disaster Resilient 

Infrastructure. 

o Setting other ambitious targets: India 

now plans to generate 450 GigaWatts of 

renewable energy capacity by 2030. 

Also, Indian railways announced plans 

to achieve net zero emissions by 2030 

and complete electrification of its 

network by 2023. 

India’s Climate Performance 
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o Improvement in energy efficiency: 

Electricity consumption per capita in 

India is very low at 500 KWh compared 

to the world average of nearly 3,000 

KWh per capita. India’s energy intensity 

of GDP has halved from 1.09 kilogram 

unit of oil equivalent (koe) in 1980 to 

less than 0.5 in 2020. 

 

 Concerns 

o Coal dependency: According to an 

estimate, 68% of India’s greenhouse gas 

emissions come from energy 

production, which remains largely 

reliant on coal power plants. Based on 

current coal expansion plans, capacity 

would increase from currently more 

than 200 GW to almost 300 GW over 

the coming years, leading to higher 

CO2. 

o Rising emissions from agricultural 

sector: India's significant food and 

fertilizer subsidies contribute to climate 

change leading to high NOx emissions. 

o Declining clean energy investment: 

Investment in India’s renewable energy 

sector fell 12% in 2018-2019 and has 

plummeted 32% since its peak in 2017. 

o Reduction in some targets: India has 

reduced its target for sales of electric 

vehicles by 2030 to 30%, down from its 

originally proposed 100%, which would 

have been a Paris Agreement consistent 

benchmark. 
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About 
Chinese spacecraft carrying rocks and soil from 

the moon has begun its journey back to Earth, 

putting China on course to become the first 

country to successfully retrieve lunar samples 

since the 1970s. 

 

What Next? 

A successful landing in Inner Mongolia would 

make China only the third country to have 

retrieved lunar samples after the United States 

and the Soviet Union. 

The plan was to collect 2 kg (4.4 lbs) of samples, 

although it has not been disclosed how much was 

actually gathered. 

 

 

Background: 

The Chang'e-5 was launched on Nov. 24 and a 

lander vehicle touched down on the moon on Dec. 

1. The mission was expected to take around 23 

days in total. 

The objective of the mission was to bring back 

lunar rocks, the first attempt by any nation to 

retrieve samples from the moon in four decades. 

 

About the Chang'e-5 probe: 

● The probe is named after the mythical 

Chinese moon goddess. 

● The rocket is comprised of four 

parts: an orbiter, a returner, an 

ascender and a lander. 

● The objective of the mission is to 

bring back lunar rocks, the first 

attempt by any nation to retrieve 

samples from the moon in four 

decades. 

● If successful, China will be only the 

third country to have retrieved 

samples from the moon, following 

the U.S. and the Soviet Union in the 

1960s and 1970s. 

● This will help scientists learn about 

the moon’s origins, formation and 

volcanic activity on its surface. 

 

Identified location for the collection of samples: 

The Chinese probe will collect 2 kg of surface 

material from a previously unexplored area known 

as Oceanus Procellarum — or “Ocean of 

Storms” — which consist of a vast lava plain. 

 

The Chang'e-5 mission is expected to realize 

four "firsts" in China's space history: 

1. The first time for a probe to take off 

from the surface of the Moon. 

2. The first time to automatically sample 

the lunar surface. 

3. The first time to conduct unmanned 

rendezvous and docking in lunar orbit. 

4. The first time to return to Earth with 

lunar soil samples in escape velocity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chang’e-5 Probe 
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About : 
China Claims Quantum Supremacy With 

Computer 10 Billion Times Faster Than Google's 

Prototype. 

● Google said last year it has built a 

computer that could perform a 

computation in 200 seconds that 

would take the fastest supercomputers 

10,000 years. 

 

What is Quantum Supremacy? 

It is a term proposed in 2012 by John Preskill, 

professor of theoretical physics at the California 

Institute of Technology. 

It describes the point where quantum 

computers can do things that classical 

computers cannot. 

● Superposition and entanglement are 

what give quantum computers the 

ability to process so much more 

information so much faster. 

 

Differences between a standard computer and 

a quantum computer: 

1. A classical computer performs 

calculations using bits that is 0 

representing off and 1 representing on. 

It uses transistors to process 

information in the form of sequences 

of zeros and ones called computer 

binary language. More transistors 

more processing ability. 

2. A quantum computer uses the laws 

of quantum mechanics. Here, different 

states can be achieved in particles due 

to their internal angular momentum 

called spin. The two states 0 and 1 can 

be represented in the spin of the 

particle. 

Thus, in a classical computer information is 

expressed through single number either 0 or 1. 

A quantum computer uses qubits which is 

described as a 0 and 1 at the same time giving 

us more processing power. 

 

Potential: 

While still in its infancy, quantum computing is 

seen as the key to radically improving the 

processing speed and power of computers, 

enabling them to simulate large systems and drive 

advances in physics, chemistry and other fields. 
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About 
An online survey has shown that as the country 

readies to implement its COVID-19 vaccination 

programme, 

vaccine hesitancy could be an issue that the 

government needs to address forthwith. 

● The results showed that there was 

considerable hesitation even among 

the medical community to take the 

vaccine as soon as it is available. 

 

Concern 

A vaccine is one of the essential weapons in the 

armamentarium in our war against the pandemic. 

Any hesitation in accepting the vaccine will have 

a negative 

consequence on our effort to control the pandemic. 

 

Need of the hour: 

1. Proactively address the reasons 

behind this hesitancy. 

2. Give confidence to the public by 

discussing the robustness of various 

processes involved in drug/vaccine 

development — clinical trial designs, 

conduct, monitoring, analysis, 

reporting and the regulatory reviews 

that happen before it is approved. 

3. This will make the public aware about 

the rigorous processes followed for 

clinical trials, and the approval, as 

followed by regulators. 

 

Vaccine Hesitancy: A generation at risk: 

● Vaccine hesitancy is defined by WHO 

as a “delay in acceptance or refusal 

of vaccines despite availability of 

vaccination services”. 

● It was one of 10 threats to global 

health this year. 
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About 
Citizen Engagement is an essential element of 

every facet of democracy, be it policymaking, its 

implementation or subsequent grievance 

redressal. Alongside the will of the citizen, 

perception of the government in the mind of the 

citizen also plays a role in this engagement. The 

trust that the citizen has in the government of the 

day and the assessment of the capability of the 

government also play a huge role in dictating the 

citizen’s thought process. Before we delve into 

how engagement can be increased and what are 

the challenges, it is pertinent to answer the need 

for it in the first place. 

 

Why engaging citizens is important in 

policymaking? 

The recent agitations and the process followed for 

effecting Agricultural Reform Bills can serve as an 

example to illustrate the importance and need for 

citizen participation in policymaking- 

 It is argued that the policy does not satisfy 

the needs and interests of the farmers. Large 

scale citizen participation before drafting of 

the final policy could have ensured that 

the needs and interests of all citizens are 

taken into account in decision-making 

processes thus potentially avoiding the 

current stalemate. 

 Policies like Agri-reform Bills touch upon 

the lives of a large number of citizens. As a 

result, it becomes important for the 

governments to tap wider sources of 

information, perspectives, and potential 

solutions. This could be done increasing 

civic participation which will in turn 

improve the overall quality of policy. 

 The recent agitations over the Bill have seen 

considerable misunderstanding and 

circulation of misinformation. In this light, 

it becomes important that active citizen 

engagement is pursued to meet the 

challenges of the emerging information 

society, to prepare for greater and faster 

interactions with citizens and ensure 

better knowledge management. 

 The opacity and urgency that was observed 

in passing the Agri-reform Bills has created 

distrust among farmers for the government. 

To counter this sense of opacity in policies 

and for responding better to calls for 

greater government transparency and 

accountability, active and informed public 

participation remains a key element. 

 

Apart from being good for governance processes 

in policymaking, citizen engagement also 

enhances citizens’ recognition of their 

responsibility to take action to improve their 

lives and enhances citizens ownership of the 

development process. Furthermore, public 

engagement improves the political position of 

marginalized or vulnerable groups, such as 

women, youth, and minorities that are often not 

taken into consideration. 

In the light of its increased contemporary 

relevance, how can we increase Citizen 

Engagement? 

 Sharing information: For example, 

Norwegian Government has created as an 

electronic public record database for all 

the civil service activities. 

 Public Consultation: Discussion among 

citizens, elected representatives, local civil 

society groups and other stakeholders helps 

to get their perspectives included in the 

designing of the interventions. 

 Joint assessment: Participatory assessment 

and monitoring with the stakeholders, 

particularly the targeted citizens, are used as 

tools and approaches for enhancing civic 

engagement. For example, the Filipino 

Report Card on Pro-Poor Services 

initiative of the Philippines Government 

assesses the performance of selected 

government services based on client 

experience. 

 Shared decision-making and 

collaboration: For example, the city 

government of Porto Alegre (Brazil) 

practices “participatory budgeting”. The 

practice convenes multiple assemblies at all 

levels in which around 50,000 residents 

regularly participate. 

Role Of Citizens In Policy Making 
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What are the potential challenges in increasing 

citizen engagement? 

 Apolitical societies: Most members of 

society are reluctant to be political and acts 

of public engagement are often seen as 

political. 

 Lack of capacity to engage: There is 

usually only limited knowledge within 

society of policy-making processes and 

limited knowledge and skills to 

communicate constructively with decision 

makers. This is further compounded by the 

technical and lengthy nature of the 

policies. 

 Limited Commitment: The commitment 

and continuity to act to effect intended 

changes is usually limited, since creating an 

environment for meaningful participation 

can be a long struggle with few resources. 

This issue becomes even more glaring for a 

country like India with large population 

resulting in even fewer resources per 

capita. 

 Low public trust in Government also keeps 

public participation limited, thus creating a 

vicious cycle where prevalence of distrust 

decreases participation and further fuels 

distrust for the Government. 

 Exclusion: Many consultative processes are 

seen to be ways of reinforcing the view of 

the dominant groups and exclusion of most 

marginalized and vulnerable groups, which 

are often left out of political processes. 

 

Way Forward 

 Looking at citizen engagement as 

citizen’s right and not a favor by 

Government: Citizens rights to access 

information, provide feedback, be consulted 

and actively participate in policymaking 

must be firmly grounded in law or policy. 

o Also, the government obligations to respond to 

citizens when exercising their rights must also be 

clearly stated. Independent institutions for 

oversight, or their equivalent, are essential to 

enforcing these rights and thus ensuring 

Government’s accountability. 

 Capacity building for creation of Active 

Citizenship: Raising awareness, 

strengthening citizens civic education and 

skills as well as providing support for 

capacity-building among civil society 

organizations can potentially increase both 

citizen’s capacity and commitment to the 

public cause. 

 Objectivity in information presentation 

and access: Information provided by 

government during policymaking should be 

objective, complete and accessible. All 

citizens should have equal treatment when 

exercising their rights of access to 

information and participation. 

 Adequate time and resources allotted for 

engaging citizens: Public consultation and 

active participation should be undertaken as 

early in the policy process to provide 

enough time for citizens. Also, adequate 

financial, human and technical resources 

should be allotted for creating conducive 

atmosphere for Citizen Engagement. 
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Akash missile 
Cabinet gives approval for Akash missile export. 

● Akash is an indigenously developed 

and manufactured short-range 

Surface to Air Missile (SAM) 

system. 

● Range: 25km. 

● Can take off at a speed of around 2.5 

Mach and reach a high altitude of 18 

kms and as low as 30 meters. 

 

 

 

 

Dibru-Saikhowa National 

Park 

Context: 

Assam CM sets Jan. 31 deadline to rehabilitate 

Dibru-Saikhowa National Park dwellers. 

What's the issue? 

It has been hanging fire since 1999, when the 

Dibru-Saikhowa Wildlife Sanctuary was 

upgraded to a national park. 

About the National Park: 

● It is situated in the south bank of the 

river Brahmaputra in Assam. 

● It is the largest swamp forest in 

north-eastern India. 

● It is an identified Important Bird 

Area (IBA), notified by the Birdlife 

International. 

● It is most famous for the rare white-

winged wood ducks as well as feral 

horses. 

● The forest type comprises semi-

evergreen forests, deciduous forests, 

littoral and swamp forests and 

patches of wet evergreen forests. 

● Maguri Motapung wetland is a part 

of the Reserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Ocean 

 

● Launched recently. 

● It is the first of its kind digital 

platform for Ocean Data 

Management. 

● Developed by Indian National Centre 

for Oceanic Information Services 

(INCOIS) of MoES. 

● It includes a set of applications 

developed to organize and present 

heterogeneous oceanographic data by 

adopting rapid advancements in 

geospatial technology. 

● It facilitates data visualization, data 

analysis to assess the evolution of 

oceanographic features, data fusion. 

 

 

‘My Stamp’ scheme 

● Run by India Post for personalised 

sheets of postage stamps. 

● Under the scheme, any person may 

submit soft or hard copies of their 

photographs or of that of their 

relatives or friends or any other image 

including logo, symbols, heritage 

places or wildlife to get them printed 

and published on stamps. 

● Each stamp sheet would cost the 

applicant ₹300. 

 

Why in News? 

Stamps bearing photographs of many antisocial 

elements were issued under ‘My Stamp’ scheme. 

Postal Department says it was a mistake and 

begins enquiry. 

 

 

 

Sahi Fasal Campaign 

Launched by National Water Mission in 2019 to 

nudge farmers in the water stressed areas to grow 

crops which are not water intensive, but use 

water very efficiently; and are economically 

remunerative; are healthy and nutritious; suited to 

the agro-climatic-hydro characteristics of the 

area; and are environmentally friendly. 
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Creating awareness among farmers on appropriate 

crops, micro-irrigation, soil moisture conservation 

etc; weaning them away from water intensive 

crops like paddy, sugarcane etc to crops like corn, 

maize etc which require less water;etc ultimately 

leading to increase in the income of farmers are 

the key elements of “Sahi Fasal”. 
 

 

Portulaca laljii 

It is a new species of the wild sun rose discovered 

recently from the Eastern Ghats in India. 

● Discovered from Prakasam district of 

Andhra Pradesh. 

● It has unique features such as a 

tuberous root, no hair in its leaf axils, 

a reddish-pink flower, prolate-shaped 

fruits, and copper brown seeds 

without lustre. 

● The succulent nature of tuberous roots 

allow the plant to survive on rocky 

crevices. 

 

 

 

MONPA  HANDMADE

 PAPER INDUSTRY 

 Recently, the Monpa Handmade Paper of 

Arunachal Pradesh has been revived with 

the committed efforts of Khadi and Village 

Industries Commission (KVIC). 

 Monpa is a fine-textured handmade 

paper, which is called Mon Shugu in the 

local dialect, is integral to the vibrant culture 

of the local Monpa tribe in Tawang. 

 The paper originated over 1000 years ago 

and has great historic and religious 

significance as it is the paper used for 

writing Buddhist scriptures and hymns in 

monasteries. 

o Monpas used to sell these papers to 

countries like Tibet, Bhutan, 

Thailand and Japan as no paper 

making industry existed in these 

countries at that time. 

o However, the local industry gradually 

began declining and the indigenous 

handmade paper was taken over by 

inferior Chinese paper. 

 The Monpa handmade paper, will be made 

from the bark of a local tree called Shugu 

Sheng, which has medicinal values too. 

 

 

 

PNEUMOSIL 

 It is India’s first pneumococcal 

conjugate vaccine (PCV) developed 

recently by Serum Institute of India in 

collaboration with partners like the Bill 

and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

 Pneumosil targets the pneumococcal 

bacterium, which causes pneumonia 

and other serious life- threatening 

diseases such as meningitis and sepsis. 

o Vaccine will ensure that children are 

protected better against 

pneumococcal disease. 

o Pneumococcal disease is a significant 

contributor under-five mortality rate 

worldwide and cause nearly four lakh 

deaths in children each year worldwide. 

 

 

‘BBX11’ gene 

● It is a gene that facilitates in the 

greening of plants by playing a 

crucial role in regulating the levels 

of protochlorophyllide — an 

intermediate in the biosynthesis of the 

green pigment chlorophyll. 

● Identified recently by Researchers at 

the Indian Institute of Science 

Education and Research (IISER). 

 

 

Status of Leopards report 

Released recently by the Environment Ministry. 

Key findings: 

● 60 percent rise in Leopard 

population across the Country; 

India now has 12,852 leopards. 

● The States of Madhya Pradesh, 

Karnataka and Maharashtra recorded 
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the highest leopard estimates at 3,421, 

1,783 and 1,690 respectively. 

Leopard: 

● Scientific Name- Panthera pardus. 

● Listed in Schedule I of the Indian 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

● Included in Appendix I of CITES. 

● Listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red 

List. 

● Nine subspecies of the leopard have 

been recognized, and they are 

distributed across Africa and Asia. 

 

 

SolarWinds hack 

● It is a cyberattack recently discovered 

in the United States. 

● It has emerged as one of the biggest 

ever targeted against the US 

government, its agencies and several 

other private companies. 

 

 

Asia-Pacific Broadcasting 

Union (ABU): 

 

● It is a non-profit, non-governmental, 

non- political, professional 

association of broadcasting 

organisations, which assist 

development of broadcasting in 

region. 

● It was established in 1964, and has 

Secretariat in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia. With over 272 member in 

76 countries on four continents, ABU 

is biggest broadcasting union in the 

world. 

● ABU is also member of the World 

Broadcasters’ Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yogasana is now a sport 

● The Central government has decided 

to promote yogasana as a 

competitive sport. 

● The National Board of Promotion 

and Development of Yoga and 

Naturopathy in 2019 recommended 

that yogasana be recognised as a 

competitive sport. 

● An exhaustive document containing 

rules, regulations and syllabus for 

yogasana competitions had been 

prepared. 

● Implications: State and national and 

world championships in yogasana are 

proposed in 2021. A pilot national 

individual yogasana sports 

championship (virtual mode) is 

proposed for February 2021. 

 

 

CMS-01 satellite 

● It is a communication satellite 

launched by the Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) on 

board the PSLV-C50. 

● CMS-01 is a communications satellite 

envisaged for providing services in 

extended C Band of the frequency 

spectrum. 

● Its coverage will include the Indian 

mainland, and the Andaman & 

Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands, 

ISRO said. 

● The satellite is expected to have a life 

of more than seven years. 

 

 

Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog 

● Constituted in 2019, the Aayog is a 

high powered permanent apex 

advisory body with the mandate to 

help the Central Government to 

develop appropriate programmes for 

conservation, sustainable 

development and genetic upgradation 

of indigenous breeds of cows. 

● It comes under the Ministry of 
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Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying. 

● Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog will 

function as an integral part of 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission. 

 

 

 

Himalayan Serow  
● Sighted for the first time in the 

Himalayan cold desert region 

(Himachal Pradesh). 

● Himalayan serow resembles a cross 

between a goat, a donkey, a cow, and 

a pig. 

● It’s a medium-sized mammal with a 

large head, thick neck, short limbs, 

long, mule-like ears, and a coat of dark 

hair. 

● Categorised as ‘vulnerable’ in the 

IUCN Red List of Threatened 

Species. 

● It is listed under Schedule I of The 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, which 

provides absolute protection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


