
 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" September - 2020 

 

1 

GS - I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" September - 2020 

 

2 

In The News 
A temple constructed by Kakatiya ruler, in 

Andhra Pradesh’s capital Amaravathi has been 

converted into an abode of local goddess 

Balusulamma (Goddess Durga). 

 

About news 

 The temple was constructed by emperor 

Ganapati Deva, a mighty ruler of 

Kakatiya dynasty. 

 The presiding deity at this 13th century 

temple was Kakati Devi, the deity of 

Kakatiya rulers. 

 

About Kakatiya dynasty 

 They were earlier feudatories of Western 

Chalukyas. All three contemporary 

dynasties of Deccan i.e. Hoysalas, Yadavas 

and Kakatiyas were feudatories of Western 

Chalukyas. 

 The independent dynasty was established 

when Rudradeva (Prataparudra I) became 

first independent ruler of Kakatiya dynasty 

in 1158AD. 

 Warangal was the capital of Kakatiyas. 

 They faced Islamic invasion from 1310 

(by Alauddin Khilji) and ultimately came 

under control of Delhi Sultanate in 1323 

(invasion by Sultan Ghiyasuddin 

Tughlaq). 

 Prominent rulers: 

o Ganapatideva’s reign was the longest 

amongst all the Kakatiya rulers, 

starting from 1199 till 1262 CE during 

which he expanded his kingdom from 

the coastal Bay of Bengal in the east to 

Kanchipuram in the south. 

o Rani Rudrama Devi (1262-89) was one 

of the few queens in Indian history 

belonged to Kakatiya dynasty. 

 Socio-Economic history: 

o Motupalli was the famous trading 

seaport of the Kakatiyas. 

o Marco Polo- the famous Venetian 

traveler visited Kakatiya kingdom 

through this port and wrote about the 

prosperity and power in Andhras in his 

travelogue. 

o Kakatiya  dynasties  were   famous   for   

the   construction   of   large   tanks   

and   used   the sluice-weir device in it 

to boost crop production. 

o The Koh-i-noor diamond was mined 

during Kakatiya rule from the Golconda 

mines 

 Architecture: 

o Rudreswara Temple: also known as 

VeyyisthambalaGudi (Thousand 

pillars temple) in Telugu is one of the 

earliest structures of Kakatiya 

architecture. 

 It was built by Rudra Deva in 1163 

AD. 

 The temple is known for its richly 

carved pillars, perforated screens, 

special icons like rock-cut elephants 

and monolithic Nandi. 

 The temple was desecrated by the 

rulers of Tughlaq dynasty during 

their invasion of the Deccan region. 

o Rammappa Temple: It is the only 

temple in India known by the name of 

the sculptor who built it, rather than 

after the presiding deity 

 It was built on behalf of the king, 

Kakati Ganapathi Deva by his chief 

commander Rudra Samani. 

 The sculptural work of dance 

postures in the temple were great 

inspiration for the famous work 

‘Nritya Ratnavali’, by Jayapa 

Senani. 

o Warangal Fort: Warangal fort was 

built by King Ganapathi in 13th century 

and completed by his daughter Rudrama 

Devi, in 1261 A.D. 

 The fort has four paths with 

decorative and lofty gateways 

known as Keerthi Thorana or 

Hamsa Thorana. 

o Warangal Fort, Thousand Pillar Temple, 

and Ramappa Temple of this region have 

Kakatiya Dynasty 
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been added to the tentative list of 

UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. 
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In The News 
Ministry of Tourism recently organised their 

latest webinar titled Hampi- Inspired by the 

past; Going into the future under Dekho Apna 

DeshWebinar series. 

 Dekho Apna Desh Webinar Series is an 

effort to showcase India’s rich diversity 

under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 

programme. 

 

 

About Hampi: 

It was the last capital of the last great Hindu 

Kingdom of Vijayanagar. In 1336 CE, the 

Vijayanagara Empire arose from the ruins of the 

Kampili kingdom. It grew into one of the famed 

Hindu empires of South India that ruled for over 

200 years. 

It was a part of the Mauryan Empire back in 

the third century BC. 

 It is a UNESCO World Heritage site now. 

 Its name is derived from Pampa which is the 

old name of the 

Tungabhadra River on whose banks the city is 

built. 

 The site used to be multi-religious and 

multi-ethnic; it included Hindu and Jain 

monuments next to each other. 

 

Architecture: 

It has been described by UNESCO as an “austere, 

grandiose site” of more than 1,600 surviving 

remains of the last great Hindu kingdom in South 

India. 

 The buildings here predominantly followed 

South Indian Hindu arts and architecture 

dating to the Aihole- Pattadakal styles, but 

the Hampi builders also used elements of 

Indo-Islamic architecture in the Lotus 

Mahal, the public bath and the elephant 

stables. 

 The 15th Century Virupaksha temple is one 

of the oldest monuments of the town. 

 Hemkunta Hill, south of the Virupaksha 

temple contains early ruins, Jain temples 

and a monolithic sculpture of Lord 

Narasimha, a form of Lord Vishnu. 

 Vittal temple built in the 16th Century, is 

now a World Heritage monument. The 

columns of the temple are so balanced that 

they have a musical quality. 
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About 

Dhrupad is the most ancient style of Hindustani 

classical music that has survived until today in 

its original form. 

● The nature of Dhrupad music is spiritual. It 

does not seek to entertain, but to induce 

feelings of peace and spirituality in the 

listener. 

● It is primarily a form of worship, in which 

offerings are made to the divine through 

sound or Nada. 

● Dhrupad was initially sung only in the 

temples, the singer facing the Lord. From 

this early chanting, Dhrupad evolved into a 

sophisticated classical form of music. 

 

Characteristics: 

● It lays emphasis on maintaining purity of 

the Raga. 

● The language of Dhrupad changed from 

Sanskrit to Brij Bhasha sometime between 

the 12th and the 16th century. 

 

Genesis: 

It is a form of devotional music that traces its 

origin to the ancient text of SamVeda. The SAM 

VEDA was chanted with the help of melody and 

rhythm called Samgana. Gradually this developed 

into other vocal style called ‘Chhanda’ and 

‘Prabandha’ with introduction of verse and 

meter. The fusion of these two elements led to the 

emergence of Dhrupad. 

 

Dhrupad during mediaeval times: 

In medieval India, Dhrupad had mainly thrived 

under the patronage of Mughal and Rajput 

kings. Later it declined with the shift of interest in 

Khayal. 

 

Performance: 

Performance of Dhrupad is done in two parts viz. 

the Alap and Bandish. In the Alap, the singer 

uses syllables from Sanskrit Mantra which add 

texture to the notes. The Raga is slowly and 

methodically developed in a meditative mode. 
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About 
127th anniversary of Swami Vivekananda’s in 

Chicago. 

 

Details: 

 The Parliament of World’s Religions, held 

for the first time in 1893, from September 11 

to September 27, saw eminent personalities 

from around the world at the same forum. 

 Swami Vivekananda addressed the audience 

first on September 11 followed by the closing 

speech on September 27. 

 He stressed upon world harmony, and how 

religions, while co-existing with one another, 

must preserve his individuality and grow 

according to his own law of growth. 

 

Things you need to know about the Parliament 

of World's Religions: 

 There have been several meetings referred to 

as a Parliament of the World's Religions, the 

first being the World's Parliament of 

Religions of 1893, which was an attempt to 

create a global dialogue of faiths. 

 The event was celebrated by another 

conference on its centenary in 1993. 

 So far, six international modern Parliaments 

have been hosted. 

 An organization was incorporated in 1988 

to carry out the tradition of the Parliament of 

the World's Religions by marking the 

centennial of the first Parliament. 

 The Council for a Parliament of the 

World's Religions is headquartered in 

Chicago. Its board of trustees are elected 

from various faith communities. 

 

 

Participants in the first conference: 

1. Jain preacher Virchand Gandhi… 

2. Buddhist preacher Anagarika 

Dharmapala 

3. Soyen Shaku, the "First American 

Ancestor" of Zen. 

4. Swami Vivekananda represented 

Hinduism. 

5. Christianity was represented by G. Bonet 

Maury. 

6. Islam was represented by Mohammed 

Alexander Russell Webb. 

7. Theism or the Brahmo Samaj was 

represented by Pratap Chandra 

Majumdar. 

8. The Theosophical Society was 

represented by the Vice-President of the 

society, William Quan Judge and by 

activist Annie Besant. 
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About 
The National Statistical Office (NSO), which is 

a wing of Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation, has conducted the first Time 

Use Survey (TUS) in India during January to 

December 2019. 

 

About the Survey: 

● The primary objective is to measure 

participation of men and women in paid 

and unpaid activities. 

● It is an important source of information 

on the time spent in unpaid caregiving 

activities, volunteer work, unpaid 

domestic service producing activities of 

the household members. 

● It also provides information on time 

spent on learning, socializing, leisure 

activities, self-care activities, etc., by the 

household members. 

 

Average time spent: 

● Average Indian woman spends 243 minutes, 

a little over four hours, on these , which is 

almost ten times the 25 minutes the average 

man does. 

● An average Indian woman spends 19.5% of 

her time engaged in either unpaid domestic 

work or unpaid care-giving services. 

● Men spend just 2.5% of a 24-hour period on 

these activities. In every other group of 

activities – from employment and learning to 

socializing, leisure, and self-care activities 

like sleeping and eating – men spend a higher 

share of their daily time than women. 

● There seems to be an inverse relationship 

between age and the amount of time spent 

by women on household chores, but a direct 

one between age and the time spent by men 

on these. 

● While women above the age of 60 see a sharp 

fall in their domestic work burden, men tend 

to devote a greater time to domestic work 

when they cross 60. 

 

Other Key findings: 

● Total percentage of employed population: 

As much as 38.2 per cent of persons who 

were of the age of six years or above were 

engaged in employment and related activities 

in the country in 2019. 

● Proportion of males and females: 57.3 per 

cent males were engaged in employment and 

related activities while the proportion was 

18.4 per cent for females in the country. 

● Women in rural areas: In rural areas, the 

proportion of women engaged in 

employment and related activities was higher 

at 19.2 per cent compared to 16.7 per cent in 

cities. 

● Gainful employment: Proportion of males 

above the age of six years engaged in gainful 

employment or related activities was higher 

in cities at 59.8 compared 56.1 per cent in 

rural areas. 

● Unpaid domestic services: 53.2 per cent of 

participants in the survey were engaged in 

unpaid domestic services for household 

members. The proportion of females in the 

category was higher at 81.2 per cent 

compared to 26.1 per cent for males. This 

figure for both men and women is higher in 

rural areas. 

● People engaged in production of goods for 

own final use: 17.1 per cent in the country. 

The proportion of such males was 14.3 per 

cent while it was 20 per cent for women in 

the country. 
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In The News 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 

(MoHUA) has stated that: 

 All the Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) in 

Haryana have been certified Open 

Defecation Free (ODF), 21 ULBs ODF+ 

and 13 ODF++. 

 All cities in Punjab have been certified 

ODF, 33 are ODF+ and 17 are ODF++. 

Chandigarh is certified ODF++ and 3 

Star (GFC). 

 

What is ODF tag? 

The original ODF protocol, issued in March 2016, 

said, “A city/ward is notified as ODF city/ward if, 

at any point of the day, not a single person is found 

defecating in the open.” 

 

What is ODF+, ODF++? 

ODF+ and ODF++ were launched in August 

2018 to further scale up and sustain the work 

undertaken by the cities after achieving the ODF 

status under Phase I of the Swachh Bharat 

Mission — Urban (SBM-Urban). 

Eligibility: Cities that had been certified ODF at 

least once, on the basis of the ODF protocols, are 

eligible to declare themselves as SBM-ODF+ & 

SBM-ODF++. 

 

What is ODF+? 

A city, ward or work circle could be declared 

ODF+ if, “at any point of the day, not a single 

person is found defecating and/or urinating in the 

open, and all community and public toilets are 

functional and well- maintained.” 

 

 

What is ODF++? 

The ODF++ protocol adds the condition that 

“faecal sludge/septage and sewage is safely 

managed and treated, with no discharging and/or 

dumping of untreated faecal sludge/septage and 

sewage in drains, water bodies or open areas.” 
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In The News 
The Supreme Court has fined senior advocate 

Prashant Bhushan Re 1 in the contempt case for 

his tweets on the judiciary. 

 He will be imprisoned for three months and 

will be debarred from practicing for three 

years if he defaults on the payment of the 

penalty. 

 

Previously: 

 On August 25, the court had reserved its 

ruling after numerous arguments as Bhushan 

refused to apologise. 

 

What next? 

He has agreed to pay the fine but has said that he 

will file a review petition against the conviction. 

 

What is a review petition and when can it be 

filed? 

A judgment of the Supreme Court becomes the 

law of the land, according to the Constitution. It 

is final because it provides certainty for deciding 

future cases. 

However, the Constitution itself gives, under 

Article 137, the Supreme Court the power to 

review any of its judgments or orders. This 

departure from the Supreme Court’s final 

authority is entertained under specific, narrow 

grounds. 

 So, when a review takes place, the law is 

that it is allowed not to take fresh stock of 

the case but to correct grave errors that 

have resulted in the miscarriage of justice. 

 

When can a review petition be accepted? 

In a 1975 ruling, Justice Krishna Iyer said a 

review can be accepted “only where a glaring 

omission or patent 

mistake or like grave error has crept in earlier 

by judicial fallibility”. 

A review is by no means an appeal in disguise. 

 That means the Court is allowed not to take 

fresh stock of the case but to correct grave 

errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of 

justice. 

 

Filing Review Petition: 

As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme 

Court Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling 

can seek a review. This implies that it is not 

necessary that only parties to a case can seek a 

review of the judgment. 

 A Review Petition has to be filed within 

30 days of the date of judgment or 

order. 

 In certain circumstances, the court can 

condone the delay in filing the review 

petition if the petitioner can establish 

strong reasons that justify the delay. 

 

The procedure to be followed: 

1. The rules state that review petitions 

would ordinarily be entertained without 

oral arguments by 

2. lawyers. It is heard “through circulation” 

by the judges in their chambers. 

3. Review petitions are also heard, as far as 

practicable, by the same combination of 

judges who delivered the order or 

judgment that is sought to be reviewed. 

4. If a judge has retired or is unavailable, a 

replacement is made keeping in mind the 

seniority of judges. 

5. In exceptional cases, the court allows an 

oral hearing. In a 2014 case, the Supreme 

Court held that review petitions in all 

death penalty cases will be heard in open 

court by a Bench of three judges. 

 

 

Option after Review Petition Fails: 

In Roopa Hurra v Ashok Hurra case (2002), the 

Court evolved the concept of a curative petition, 

which can be heard after a review petition is 

dismissed. 

 A curative petition is also entertained on 

very narrow grounds like a review petition 

and is generally not granted an oral 

hearing. 

 

 

 

 

Review Petition 
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In The News 
India recently refused to become a signatory to the 

Osaka declaration on digital economy which 

proposes the concept of Data Free Flow with 

Trust (DFFT). 

 

About DFFT 

 It aims to eliminate restrictions on cross-

border transfer of information by 

electronic means, including personal 

information, and storing data in foreign 

servers, for productivity, innovation and 

sustainable development. 

 It also stresses on the importance of 

addressing challenges such as security, data 

protection and intellectual property that 

otherwise mar public trust in digital 

technologies. 

 

Need for DFFT 

 Lack of international framework to 

resolve cross-border data conflicts: 

Recent times have seen a rise in conflicts 

arising over a myriad of issues related to 

data flows, such as free speech, intellectual 

property, privacy, cybercrime, consumer 

protection, taxation, commercial regulation, 

and others. 

 Impact on ease of doing business: 

Regulatory conditions or requirements on 

transferring data, and data localization 

policies can force exporters to build or lease 

data centres in every country of operation. 

Doing so can impose prohibitively high 

compliance and entry costs. 

 Emergence of anticompetitive, trade-

distorting actions by digital giants: due to 

conflicting policies and lack of 

comprehensive frameworks for managing 

data flows. 

 Moving towards “Society 5.0”: It 

underscores how digitalization could tackle 

today’s social challenges and usher in 

broader transformation by optimizing 

societal and welfare systems. For example- 

o Data reuse and sharing between 

government entities can tackle ageing 

society and public health challenges 

with more accurate preventive care, 

mitigating increasing costs. 

o Efficient and open access to data are 

essential for tracking and enabling the 

delivery of many UN Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 Significance for digital economy: Digital 

economy, supported by data flows, makes 

up a sizeable portion of global economic 

activity. Current data flow restrictions and 

data localization requirements of some 

countries lower their GDP by up to 0.4% and 

1.7%, respectively, depending on the 

economy and severity of the measure. 

 

Concerns for India 

 Lack of Clarity: Concept of DFFT is 

neither well-understood nor is 

comprehensive enough in the legislation of 

many countries. 

 Need to preserve the policy space of 

developing countries: India, like many 

other developing countries, is still in the 

phase of preparing a legal and regulatory 

framework for its data protection and e-

commerce laws. India needs a policy space 

to finalize laws around digital trade and data 

as it is a potent tool for development. 

 Implications on equitable access of data: 

The existing regulations on which DFFT is 

sought to be premised, such as uninhibited 

cross-border flow of data, may be 

inadequate to address India’s concerns on 

data access and could further aggravate the 

digital divide between countries. 

 Apprehensions over discussions outside 

the World Trade Organization (WTO): 

The Osaka Track could undermine 

multilateral and consensus-based talks on e-

commerce taking place under the WTO 

Work Program on Electronic Commerce. 

o The WTO Work Programme on 

Electronic Commerce covers issues 

related to trade arising from global e- 

commerce. Some of these issues include 

the protection of privacy and public 

Data Free Flow With Trust 
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morals and prevention of fraud, access to 

and use of public telecommunications 

transport networks and services, rules of 

origin etc. 

 Impact on national policies and laws: 

India finds Data localization significant on 

the ground of national security, to prevent 

foreign surveillance and attacks. India’s data 

localization rules could be undermined by 

the DFFT. 

o For instance, Reserve Bank of India 

directive requires payment companies to 

localise financial data. Also, the 

Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 

places certain restrictions on transfer of 

data outside India. 

 

Way Forward 

 Encouraging engagements on WTO: Any 

reforms related to data flows must be in 

accordance with the core WTO principles of 

consensus-based decision-making, 

multilateral agreed rules, and an impartial 

and independent functioning of the dispute 

settlement body. 

 Providing adequate support to developing 

nations: Capacity constraints in developing 

countries need timely support of training, 

and creation of digital infrastructure for 

facilitating a level playing field in the digital 

economy and to take equitable advantage of 

data free flows. 

 Some principles and policies that can be 

followed to strengthen existing data 

frameworks: 

o Holding firms accountable for 

managing data they collect, regardless 

of where it is stored or processed. It will 

enable local accountability and 

interoperability. 

o Developing an accountability-based 

approach to ensure that firms provide 

timely access to data in response to 

requests for data from financial 

regulatory authorities. 

o Revising inefficient processes and 

outdated legal agreements that govern 

law enforcement requests for access to 

data stored in another country’s 

jurisdiction. 

o Establishing international rules for 

transparency, settling questions of 

jurisdiction, and increasing cooperation 

and coordination of cross-border requests 

from law enforcement. 

o Developing legal and administrative 

frameworks for restricting illegal 

distribution and use of unlicensed 

content. 

o Supporting encryption for securing 

data flows and digital technologies  

 

Conclusion 

Given the critical role played by data, as an 

enabler of economic growth, development and 

social well-being, any reforms related to cross 

border data flows must preserve core values and 

fundamental principles such as non- 

discrimination, inclusiveness, recognition of 

special and differential treatment, and consensus-

based decision making. 
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In The News 
Recently, intra-Afghan peace talks held for the 

first time between Afghan government and 

Taliban in Qatar. 

 

About Afghan peace process 

 The Afghan peace process comprises the 

proposals and negotiations in a bid to end 

the ongoing war and conflict involving the 

Taliban in Afghanistan. 

 Negotiations and the peace movement 

intensified in 2018 amid talks between the 

Taliban and the US. 

 In February, 2020, US president has struck 

a peace deal with the Taliban on the issues 

of counterterrorism and the withdrawal of 

U.S. and international troops. The intra-

Afghan talks were part of the deal. 

 Though the deal was to be held in march-

April 2020, it got delayed due to 

disagreement on mutual release of prisoners 

by both Taliban and Afghan Government. 

 

Background of Afghan-Taliban issue 

 The Taliban emerged in the early 1990s 

following the withdrawal of Soviet troops 

from Afghanistan, before the demise of the 

Soviet Union. 

 It ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001 

imposing a brutal version of Sharia law that 

included public executions and amputations, 

and the banning of women from public life. 

 Following the September 11 terrorist  

attacks on the United States (US)  in 2001, 

the  U.S.,  together with  its NATO allies 

led a military campaign against Al Qaeda 

and the Taliban government in 

Afghanistan that harboured and supported it. 

 The US has about 14,000 troops in 

Afghanistan, to train, advice and assist 

Afghan forces to oversee military operations 

in the country so as to prevent any 

resurgence of the Taliban group. 

 The US engagement has continued for 

nearly 20 years, but without a clear victory 

over the Taliban. The war has become the 

longest-ever military engagement of the US 

involving heavy human and economic cost. 

The number of civilians, mostly women and 

children, killed or injured by airstrikes in 

Afghanistan has risen 39% year on year. 

 In the intervening time, an elected Afghan 

government has replaced the Taliban, and 

most measures of human development have 

improved. But approximately a third of 

Afghanistan is still a "contested" area. 

 

Concerns Ahead 

US’s current policy of withdrawing from 

Afghanistan also comes with apprehension that it 

may further embolden Taliban’s aspirations for a 

bigger role in Afghan politics and may lead to 

more chaos in Afghanistan. The Taliban’s 

inflexibility within Afghanistan over sharing 

power with other groups is a source of concern for 

regional actors. 

• Violence continuing unabated: In the first 

six months of 2020, almost 1,300 civilians, 

including hundreds of children, and more 

than 3500 Afghan National Defense and 

Security Forces have been killed in 

Afghanistan, according to the United 

Nations. 

 Threat to human rights: There are serious 

concerns considering the Taliban’s track 

record in relation to human rights, especially 

violence against women and Shi’as and 

Hazaras was widespread under the Taliban 

regime. 

o The Taliban wants to reimpose its version 

of Islamic law as the country’s system of 

governance. The armed group has, 

however, given vague comments on 

adopting a less strict stance towards 

women and social equality than during 

their 1996-2001 rule. 

 

Way forward for India 

 India reiterated its long-held support for an 

“Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and 

Afghan-controlled” peace process. India’s 

vision of a sovereign, united, stable, plural 

and democratic Afghanistan is one that is 

Afghan Peace Process 
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shared by a large constituency in 

Afghanistan, cutting across ethnic and 

provincial lines. 

 It has been India’s stated policy that it will 

not engage with the Taliban, as it continues 

to see the fundamentalist group as being 

aided by Pakistan. However, India’s 

engagement with an ascendant Taliban, is 

important for a number of reasons: 

o Growing international legitimacy and 

credibility of Taliban: A noticeable 

change in the Taliban’s external 

engagement can be seen in its links with 

Pakistan and also with its erstwhile 

adversaries, especially Iran and Russia, 

and its contact with China. 

o Establishing diplomatic contacts with a 

politically empowered Taliban will be 

crucial to safeguard New Delhi’s 

existing and future economic interests 

in the country, including those linked 

with Central Asian energy markets and 

broader connectivity projects for 

example- Chabahar Port. 

o An amicable relationship with the 

Taliban will provide India with some 

leverage over Afghanistan’s future, 

which it will use to offset Pakistan’s 

efforts aimed at sabotaging Indian stakes 

in the country. 

 The militant arm of the Taliban—

the Haqqani network—continues 

to be staunchly anti- India and 

maintains close ties with Pakistan’s 

Inter-Services Intelligence, carrying 

out operations targeting Indian 

nationals in the region. 

 Another security threat has been the 

growing presence of the Islamic 

State-Khorasan in Afghanistan and 

surrounding areas, which may 

absorb splinter groups that emerge 

from a locally fractious Taliban and 

other groups. 

Conclusion 

An inclusive peace process, involving the 

meaningful participation of women, youth and 

victims, upholding the human rights of every 

Afghan is the only path to peace. While each 

country seeks to align its engagement policy to its 

respective strategic objectives, the overarching 

goal for all is peace in Afghanistan. A consensus 

among major international stakeholders about 

how to deal with the Taliban is of utmost 

importance. 
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In The News 
Recently, US President has authorized economic 

sanctions against officials of the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) for their investigation into 

alleged war crimes by U.S. forces and the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) in Afghanistan since 

2003. 

 

About ICC 

 ICC is a permanent international court 

established to investigate, prosecute and 

try individuals accused of committing the 

most serious crimes of concern to the 

international community as a whole, namely 

the crime of genocide, crimes against 

humanity, war crimes and the crime of 

aggression. 

 It was established by the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court in 1998. 

o Court has jurisdiction only over crimes 

committed after July 1, 2002, when the 

Rome Statute entered into force. 

 There are 123 countries party to the Rome 

Statute. 

o Countries which never signed the 

treaty: India, China, Iraq, North Korea, 

Saudi Arabia, Turkey etc 

o Countries signed but not ratified the 

treaty: includes Egypt, Iran, Israel, 

Russia, United States etc 

o Burundi and the Philippines joined the 

ICC but later withdrew. 

 ICC does not replace national criminal 

justice systems; rather, it complements 

them. 

 Cases come before the court in following 

ways: 

o a member country can refer a situation 

within its own territory to the court; 

o UN Security Council can refer a 

situation; 

o prosecutor can launch an investigation 

into a member state proprio motu, or “on 

one’s own initiative.” 

 

Limitation of ICC 

 Disproportionately targeting the

 African continent: Of the court’s more 

than two dozen cases, all have dealt with 

alleged crimes in African states. 

o In 2016, the African Union backed a 

proposal led by Kenya for a mass 

withdrawal. 

 Lack of participation by three permanent 

members of the UN Security council: 

China has not signed the Rome Statute, and 

neither the United States nor Russia has 

ratified it. This lack of participation hinders 

the ability to enforce the laws instituted by 

the court. 

 

 

 Imposition of certain principles: ICC is 

criticised for attempting to transpose 

principles of liberal democracy to all states, 

and to impose ‘one-size-fits-all’ solutions 

in order to provide international justice. 

 Jurisdiction of the ICC over internal 

conflicts: There is a concern that ICC could 

misuse its jurisdiction for political purposes 

o India wanted war crimes to not include 

acts committed in the context of an armed 

conflict not of an international character. 

 Lack of support: Court has to face a 

lack of support from all states in the 

world, and the absence of systematic 

cooperation by states parties to its 

Statute. 

o Court does not have its own police 

force. Accordingly, it relies on State co-

operation, which is essential to the arrest 

and surrender of suspects. 

 Biased character: ICC has been accused of 

being a tool of Western imperialism and 

biased in favour of powerful countries 

against weak states. 

o Also, there are instances where court had 

targeted some individuals, but neglected 

others equally well known for their 

violence and crimes. 

o In the Democratic Rrepublic of Congo 

(DRC) and Uganda, it has only acted 

against rebels or members of the 

opposition, whereas a UN envoy said that 

International Criminal Court - ICC 
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government troops in the DRC might 

have committed crimes. 

 

Way Forward 

 The court needs to expand its focus 

beyond Africa. 

 ICC must focus on fairness, local justice 

and international social justice in order to 

improve its legitimacy and work. 

 In order to improve the impact of the ICC, 

its members have a crucial role to play in 

supporting the Court to provide 

international justice 

 Prosecutor must start pursuing party in 

positions of power in those countries that 

invite him in or in which he chooses to 

investigate. 

o Government leaders shouldn't think that 

by calling in the ICC they can use it as a 

tool against their opponents, and avoid 

rigorous scrutiny themselves. 

 To enhance its credibility the court needs to 

broaden its ambit by including more 

permanent members of UN and by 

strengthening of investigations and 

prosecutions. 
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In The News 
BIMSTEC Secretariat has finalized BIMSTEC 

charter after 23 years of its inception. 

 

About News 

 Charter is due to be signed in fifth summit, 

scheduled for January next year at Sri 

Lanka. 

 Charter is expected to 

o define a long-term vision and priorities 

for cooperation, 

o clearly delineating roles and 

responsibilities of different layers of 

institutional structure and 

o define decision-making processes. 

 In absence of a dedicated charter, BIMSTEC 

is running with the spirit of Bangkok 

Declaration of 1997 which: 

o is not comprehensive in nature. 

o does not account for the changed geo-

political scenario as it was signed way 

back in 1997.. 

 

About BIMSTEC 

 BIMSTEC was established in 1997 as 

BIST-EC with four countries: 

Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and 

Thailand. 

 It was named BIMSTEC in 2004 after 

Myanmar (1997), Nepal (2004) and 

Bhutan (2004) joined it. 

 1st Summit meeting was held in Bangkok in 

2004. 

 Its Secretariat is located in Dhaka, 

Bangladesh. 

 BIMSTEC region is home to around 1.5 

billion people which make up for around 

22% of the world’s population. 

 The region has a combined gross domestic 

product (GDP) of $2.8 trillion. 

 Founding principles: cooperation within 

BIMSTEC will be based on respect for the 

principle of sovereign equality, territorial 

integrity, political independence, non-

interference in internal affairs, peaceful co-

existence and mutual benefit. 

 Areas of Cooperation: BIMSTEC has 

identified 14 priority areas where a member 

country takes lead. 

o India is lead country for Transport & 

Communication, Tourism, Environment 

& Disaster Management and Counter 

Terrorism & Transnational Crime. 

o The charter recategorizes the cooperation 

in 14 fields to 7 sectors: 

 Trade, Investment & Development, 

 Environment and Climate Change, 

 Security, 

 Agriculture and Food Security, 

 People-to-People Contact, 

 Science, technology & Innovation, 

 Connectivity. 

 

Significance of BIMSTEC for India 

 Economic: BIMSTEC is fast becoming a 

significant trade bloc in Asia-Pacific. Its 

intra-regional trade is significantly higher 

than many other economic groupings in 

Asia-Pacific region except perhaps EAEG 

(East Asia Economic Grouping) and 

ASEAN (Association of South East Asian 

Nations). 

o Bay of Bengal is the route for about 25 

per cent of global trade and has huge 

untapped natural resources such as 

natural gas. 

 Accelerate integration of South Asia: 

With SAARC proving to be a 

“dysfunctional” grouping due to the bilateral 

dispute between India and Pakistan, 

BIMSTEC as a subregional grouping of 

South Asia provides an opportunity for India 

to integrate South Asia without Pakistan. 

o South Asia is one of the most densely 

populated but poorly integrated regions 

in the world. Its intra- regional trade is 

less than 5% of the total trade of South 

Asian countries. 

 Connecting South Asia and Southeast 

Asia: BIMSTEC is a bridge between South 

Asia and Southeast Asia. Leveraging 

BIMSTEC, India focus on connectivity 

projects in and around the Bay of Bengal 

BIMSTEC 
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region. 

o India has already invested in the India-

Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, 

the Kaladan Multimodal Transit 

Transport Project and the BIMSTEC 

Motor Vehicle Agreement. 

o Physical connectivity with BIMSTEC 

would also help India integrate itself with 

ASEAN’s Master Plan of Connectivity 

2025. 

o All the members (except Sri Lanka) 

are connected by land, providing a 

stronger potential for greater connectivity 

among them. 

 Development of North eastern region: A 

successful BIMSTEC Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) can be instrumental in 

developing India’s North Eastern region as a 

commercial and business hub for Southeast 

Asia. 

o The two Southeast Asian countries in the 

grouping, Myanmar and Thailand, have a 

crucial place for India’s ambitious 

connectivity plans for northeastern 

region. 

o Sittwe port in Myanmar is closer to the 

northeast region than Kolkata. 

 To counter Chinese influence: China’s 

influence and presence in India’s 

neighbourhood has grown enormously 

through its Belt and Road Initiatives. India, 

through its economic engagement with Bay 

of Bengal littoral states will restrict Chinese 

influence in these countries. 

 Energy security: BIMSTEC region has 

huge untapped reserve of natural gas, the 

future of power supply. 

o India, along with other BIMSTEC 

countries, is exploring energy 

opportunities at the Rakhine coast of 

Myanmar in the northern part of the Bay 

of Bengal. 

 

Challenges with BIMSTEC 

 Lack of political will: Dormancy that has 

beset the organisation for two decades is 

largely due to absence of effective and 

sustained political will among member 

countries. 

o Since 1997, BIMSTEC leaders met only 

four times at the summit level. 

 BIMSTEC FTA: BIMSTEC adopted a 

framework to negotiate an FTA in 2004 and 

covered the following: (i) tariff concessions 

on trade in goods; (ii) Customs cooperation; 

(iii) trade in services; (iv) investment 

cooperation; and (v) dispute settlement. 

However, little progress was achieved in this 

regard. 

 Regional geopolitics: There are 

concerns over regional geopolitics 

coming in the way of future projects. 

o This is evident from Nepal and Thailand 

not participating in the first BIMSTEC 

anti-terror military exercise conducted 

at Pune in India in 2018. The proximate 

reason for the non-participation of these 

countries was their reluctance to convey 

the impression to China that BIMSTEC 

might evolve into an anti-China military 

forum. 

 Perception of Indian hegemony: Forum 

has the impression that it is an India-

dominated bloc, a problem that India faced 

for a long time in SAARC too. 

o Bangladesh often fear that whenever 

India discusses connectivity, it means 

benefits only for India. Such fears & 

apprehensions question the basic fabric 

of BIMSTEC and foster mistrust, thus 

blighting any prospect of free movement 

of goods. 

o However, due to changing geo-

economics, most of the smaller 

neighbours today are more willing to 

engage India due to its economic rise. 

India needs to proactively engage them 

and show sensitivity to their concerns. 

 Physical Infrastructure: BIMSTEC region 

is marred by poor road and rail connectivity, 

insufficient last-mile links and cumbersome 

customs and clearance procedures which 

hamper trade. Physical infrastructure is 

essential for linking the region not only in 

terms of boosting connectivity and trade but 

also for facilitating people-to-people 

interactions. 

 Absence of strong institutional 

framework: BIMSTEC Secretariat, 
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established in 2014 at Dhaka, has been 

unable to adequately contribute to the 

development of the organisation, and its 

negligible budget affects its capacity to 

perform a basic convening function. 

 

 

 

 

Way Forward 

 BIMSTEC should focus less on geo-politics 

and more on common regional concerns 

of economic and social development. 

 Conclude FTA as early as possible. FTA can 

help in deepening cross-border production 

links among members and generate new 

value chains 

 To make BIMSTEC further lucrative, there 

is a need for increasing its membership 

base. BIMSTEC should consider expanding 

its membership to Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

Singapore - the three major Asian powers 

 Prioritize sustained physical connectivity 

and high-quality infrastructure, to 

facilitate greater regional flows of goods& 

services. 

 Empower the BIMSTEC secretariat with 

greater financial resources enabling it to 

proactively drive the organization’s agenda. 
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In The News 
India recently conducted a virtual trilateral 

dialogue with 

 

France and Australia. More on the News 

 The focus of the dialogue was on enhancing 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

 Topics of Discussion 

o Economic and geostrategic challenges 

and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, 

particularly in the context of the COVID-

19 pandemic and domestic responses to 

COVID-19. 

o Cooperation on Marine Global 

Commons and potential areas for 

practical cooperation at the trilateral 

and regional level, including through 

regional organisations such as ASEAN, 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

and the Indian Ocean Commission. 

o Priorities, challenges and trends in 

regional and global multilateral 

institutions, including the best ways to 

strengthen and reform 

multilateralism. 

 Objective of the meeting: Building on the 

strong bilateral relations that the three 

countries share with each other and 

synergising their respective strengths to 

ensure a peaceful, secure, prosperous and 

rules-based Indo-Pacific Region. 

 The three sides agreed to hold the dialogue 

on an annual basis. 

 

While bilateral and multilateral dialogues, such as 

India’s 2+2 Dialogues with Australia, Japan, and 

the United States, Quad etc, are common 

phenomena in the Indo-Pacific, the recent times 

have seen emergence of ‘minilaterals’. There is 

already an India-U.S.-Japan trilateral and also an 

India-Australia-Indonesia trilateral is taking 

shape. 

 

Factors responsible for the rise of Minilaterals 

 Easier to strike convergence in interests: 

Smaller partnerships can focus on specific 

mutual objectives and goals. 

 Strategic rationale: The India-France-

Australia trilateral is a natural fit for all three 

because of their stake in ensuring a free, 

open and inclusive Indo-Pacific order. 

 Moving beyond uncertainties created by 

certain partners: Partners of larger 

groupings might find in their interest to 

move to smaller partnerships to overcome 

uncertainties created by specific partners. 

For example- unpredictability of American 

policies. 

 Seeking Informal dialogues: Trilaterals are 

an effective way to discuss emerging issues 

in a flexible manner without establishing 

rigid commitments and going through 

lengthy formal negotiations. 

 Overcoming challenges pertaining to 

multilateralism and multilateral 

institutions: 

o Polarization and ideological infighting: 

Multilateral institutions/groupings are 

often led by a few influential leaders. 

This increases the probability of creating 

fissures on the lines of differences in 

ideologies or particular issues, which 

leaves little or no space for addressing 

individual standpoints. 

o Reverse globalization and rise in 

protectionist tendencies: Countries have 

started looking inwards and find it 

difficult to cooperate on multilateral 

platforms beyond their national interests. 

Institutional sclerosis: It is a phenomenon where 

institutions fail to adapt and change at a sufficient 

pace. Existing Multilateral institutions are facing 

difficulties to address new and emerging global 

challenges such as climate change, data privacy, 

cyber security etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minilaterals 
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In The News 
National Crime Record Bureau’s “Crime in India” 

2019 report was released. 

 

Key findings 

 Crimes against women 

o Increased 7.3 per cent from 2018 to 

2019. 

o Majority of cases under crime against 

women were registered under ‘cruelty by 

husband or his relatives’. 

o Highest number of crimes against 

women were reported in Uttar Pradesh 

(UP), followed by Rajasthan and 

Maharashtra. 

o Highest rate of crime (cases per lakh 

population) against women were reported 

in Assam, followed by Rajasthan and 

Haryana. 

 

 Caste based violence 

o Crimes against Scheduled Castes (SC) 

went up 7.3% from 2018 to 2019. 

o UP reported most cases against SCs 

(accounting for 25.8% of the cases across 

the country) was followed by Rajasthan 

and Bihar. 

o Highest rate of crimes against SCs were 

reported in Rajasthan followed by MP 

and Bihar. 

 

 Offences against the state 

o Decreased by 11.3% from 2018 to 2019. 

o Of these, 80.3% were registered under 

Prevention of Damage to Public 

Property Act, followed by Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act. 

 

 Cybercrimes 

o Registered a 63.5% jump over 2018 to 

2019. 

o 60.4% of cybercrime cases registered 

were for the motive of fraud, followed 

by sexual exploitation. 

 Crime against Scheduled Tribes saw an 

increase of 26% from 2018 to 2019. 

 Crimes against children increased by 4.5% 

from 2018 to 2019. 

 There has been 1.6% increase in 

registration of cases from 2018 to 2019. 

 

About NCRB 

NCRB was set-up in 1986 to function as a 

repository of information on crime and 

criminals so as to assist the investigators in 

linking crime to the perpetrators. 

 

 It was recommended by Tandon Committee, 

National Police Commission (1977-1981) 

and the MHA’s Task force (1985). 

 NCRB is entrusted with the responsibility for 

monitoring, coordinating and 

implementing the Crime and Criminal 

Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS) 

project. 

 NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is 

part of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 The first edition of 'Crime in India' 

pertains to the year 1953 and the latest 

edition of the report pertains to the year 2019. 

o This report captures crimes registered 

under the Indian Penal Code and 

Special and Local Laws. 

 Its publications include: 

o Accidental Deaths & Suicides in India 

o Prison Statistics India 

o Finger Prints in India 

o Report on missing women and children in 

India 

 

Key Objectives of NCRB 

 To function as a clearing house of 

information on crime and criminals 

including those operating at National and 

International levels. 

 To store, coordinate and disseminate 

information on inter-state and international 

criminals from and to respective States, 

national investigating agencies, courts and 

prosecutors in India. 

 To provide training facilities to personnel 

of the Crime Records bureau. 

 To function as the National storehouse of 

fingerprint (FP) records of convicted 

Report On Crime In  India - 2019  
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persons including FP records of foreign 

criminals. 

 To advise Central and State Governments 

on matters related to fingerprints and 

footprints, and to conduct training courses 

for finger print experts. 
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In The News 
In the wake of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha suspended question 

hour and private members' business during the last 

monsoon session of Parliament. 

 

About News 

 As per revised schedule, 

o Rajya Sabha would meet between 9 am 

and 1 pm and Lok Sabha between 3 pm 

and 7 pm. 

o Zero hour has been cut short to 30 

minutes. 

o No Question Hour but MPs can ask 

Unstarred questions. 

o Short notice questions would be 

allowed with oral answers in case of 

urgency upon the discretion of the 

Speaker/Chairman. 

o No Private Members' business, hour set 

aside for bills put up by MPs. 

 

 

Question Hour 

 This is first hour of a sitting. It is during this 

MPs ask questions to ministers and hold 

them accountable for functioning of their 

ministries. 

 Both Houses of the Parliament follow their 

own set of rules which are formulated to 

govern themselves. 

o At the beginning of Parliament in 1952, 

Lok Sabha rules provided for Question 

Hour to be held every day. 

o Rajya Sabha, on the other hand, had a 

provision for Question Hour for two 

days a week. A few months later, this 

was changed to four days a week. Then 

from 1964, Question Hour was taking 

place in Rajya Sabha on every day of the 

session. 

o In 2014, Rajya Sabha Chairman Hamid 

Ansari shifted Question Hour in the 

House from 11 am to 12 noon to prevent 

disruption of Question Hour. 

 Parliament has categorized questions asked 

in the parliament in different types and they 

are: 

o Starred Questions: The answers to these 

questions are desired to be given orally 

on the floor of the House during the 

Question Hour. 

o Unstarred Questions: The answers to 

these questions which are deemed to have 

been laid on the Table of the House are 

given by Ministers at the end of the 

Question Hour in a written form. 

o Short Notice Questions: These 

questions are asked orally in the House 

after the Question Hour or as the first 

item in the agenda where there is no 

Question Hour at a notice shorter than 

that prescribed for Starred and Unstarred 

Questions. 

 These must be generally of public 

importance to a subject-matter 

considered by the Speaker/ 

Chairman on an urgent basis. 

o Questions to Private Members: This 

Question is addressed to a Private 

Member (As per Rule 40 of the Rules of 

Procedure and Conduct of Business in 

Lok Sabha), provided that the subject 

matter of the question relates to some 

Bill, Resolution or other matter 

connected with the business of the House 

for which that Member is responsible. 

 When a member feels that the answer given 

to a question, Starred or Unstarred or 

Short Notice, is not complete or does not 

give the desired information or needs 

elucidation on a matter of fact, he may be 

allowed by the Speaker to raise a 

discussion in the House for half an hour. 

The procedure is, therefore, termed as 

‘Half-an-Hour Discussion’. 

 Before asking a question in the parliament, 

the member has to give a 15- day notice to 

the Chairman/Speaker in a prescribed 

manner. Such a period can be reduced at the 

discretion of the Chairman/Speaker. 

 The permissible limit with respect to the 

question are only five a day per member in 

Lok Sabha and seven per day in Rajya 

Question Hour 
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Sabha. 

 

 

Significance of question hour 

 Fulfill the objectives of the parliamentary 

democracy: Basic concept of the 

parliamentary governance is that it owes a 

collective responsibility towards the 

parliament. Question hour obliges the 

government to be responsible and 

accountable. 

o Question Hour gives space for MPs from 

both the ruling and opposition parties. MPs 

from all parties can ask questions. 

 Generate public awareness: A question 

and discussion on an issue leads to greater 

public notice as the information reaches to 

the far ends of the nation. 

 Formulate public policy: Government gets 

to know the short comings and flaws in the 

policy and also certain clarifications are also 

done and the reasoning and aim behind the 

policy or law is clarified by the government. 

 Limit judicial intervention: Lack of 

parliamentary oversight has been 

compounded by judicial intervention in 

many policy issues. For example, the 

government’s actions related to the 

lockdown and the hardships caused to 

migrants should have been questioned by 

Parliament. However, this was taken to the 

Supreme Court, which is not equipped to 

balance policy options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" September - 2020 

 

25 

In The News 
Recently, Kesavananda Bharati of landmark 

Kesavananda Bharati Sripadagalvaru and 

Others v State of Kerala case passed away. 

About the Kesavananda Bharati Case 

 The case dealt with a petition against the 

Kerala Government challenging the 

compulsory acquisition of his land by the 

Government under the Kerala Land 

Reforms Act 1963, as a violation of 

Fundamental Rights (FRs), as enshrined in - 

Articles 25, 26 and 31 of the Constitution of 

India. 

 The case was heard by a Bench of 13 judges 

— the largest formed in the Supreme Court 

(SC). 

 As hearing proceeded, the scope of the case 

was expanded to address the following- 

o interpretation of Golakhnath case 

o interpretation of the Article 368 (Power 

of Parliament to amend the Constitution) 

o the validity of the 24th Constitutional 

Amendment Act, Section 2 and 3 of the 

25th Constitutional Amendment Act 

and 29th Constitutional Amendment 

Act. 

 

Background 

 In the Golaknath v. State of Punjab case, 

SC had held that- 

o Article 368 merely laid down the 

amending procedure but did not confer 

upon Parliament the power to amend 

the Constitution. 

o There is no difference between the 

amending power and legislative 

powers of Parliament and any 

amendment of the Constitution must be 

deemed law as understood in Article 13 

(2) (prohibits the state to make any law 

taking away or abridging FRs). This 

essentially meant that FRs could not be 

amended by the parliament. 
o To amend the FRs a new Constituent 

Assembly would be required. 

 After the Golaknath case several 

constitutional amendments were made by 

the Parliament- 

o 24th Amendment: It stated that- 

 the constitutional amendments are 

not ‘law’ under Article 13, thus 

Parliament has the power to amend 

any FRs. 

 the Parliament has the power to 

amend any provision of the 

Constitution of India. 

o 25th Amendment: 

 Section 2 of the act curtailed the 

right to property, and permitted the 

acquisition of private property by 

the government for public use, on 

the payment of compensation 

which would be determined by the 

Parliament and not the courts. 

 Section 3 gave precedence to 

‘Directive Principles of State 

Policy (DPSP)’ over the FRs and 

took away the scope of Judicial 

Review for policies laid down 

under several DPSPs (Articles 39 

(b) and 39 (c)). 

o 29th Amendment: It added two land 

reform legislations to the Ninth 

Schedule of the Constitution of India 

(list of central and state laws which 

cannot be challenged in courts). 

 

Outcomes of Kesavananda Bharati Case 

 Upheld the validity of the 24th 

amendment: SC held that Parliament had 

the power to amend any or all provisions 

of the Constitution (including FRs), with a 

condition that the amendments should not 

alter, damage or destroy the essential 

features or the fundamental principles of the 

Constitution. This came to be known as the 

“Basic Structure Doctrine”. 

 Corrected judgments of the Golaknath 

case: SC held that Article 368 contained 

both the power and the procedure for 

amending the Constitution and that 

amending powers and legislative powers 

of Parliament were different. 

 Other judgments: SC upheld the 25th and 

Kesavananda Bharati 
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29th Amendments except for the parts that 

curtailed its power of judicial review and 

also asserted that the Preamble is a part of 

the Constitution and hence amendable. 

 

Significance of the case 

 It expanded the scope of judicial review, 

where the apex court was free to mould the 

‘Basic Structure’ doctrine to strike down any 

constitutional amendment that attacks the 

very spirit of the Indian Democracy. 

 Despite the large number of amendments 

made to the Indian Constitution, the ‘Basic 

structure doctrine’ helped in preserving the 

integral philosophies of its framers. 

 It created a check on Parliament’s endeavor 

to wipe out judicial review and strive for 

unconditional power to amend the 

Constitution (through Constitution (42nd 

Amendment) Act, 1976). 

 Also, it clarified the distinction in amending 

and legislative powers of Parliament and 

gave the Preamble its righteous and integral 

position in the India constitution. 

 

 

Evolution of Doctrine of Basic Structure 

The ‘Basic Structure’ doctrine finds no reference 

in the Constitution. It evolved through various 

court judgments- 

 The SC in cases such as Shankari Prasad 

Case (1951) and Sajjan Singh case (1965) 

had earlier held that Parliament can amend 

any part of the Constitution including the 

FRs using Article 368. 

 Golaknath case (1967): In this case SC held 

that FRs cannot be amended by the 

Parliament, implying that some features of 

the Constitution lay at its core and required 

much more than the usual procedures to 

change them. This laid the pathway for the 

‘Basic structure doctrine’. 

 Kesavananda Bharati case (1973): The SC 

held that Parliament can amend any part of 

the constitution including FRs, given that the 

"basic structure of the Constitution" is not 

disturbed. 

 Evolution on case to case basis: The SC had 

since then strengthened and reaffirmed the 

doctrine and elaborated on the principles that 

constitute the ‘Basic Structure’ of Indian 

Constitution, in several judgments such as- 

Indira Nehru Gandhi v. Raj Narain case 

(1975), Minerva Mills case (1980), S.R. 

Bommai case (1994) etc. 

 Some principles that are presently part of the 

‘Basic Structure’ are stated below- 

o sovereignty of India 

o essential features of the individual 

freedoms secured to the citizens 

o mandate to build a welfare state 

o supremacy of the Constitution 

o republican and democratic form of 

government 

o secular and federal character of the 

Constitution 

o separation of powers between the 

legislature, executive and the judiciary 

o unity and integrity of the nation 

o power of Judicial review 

o harmony and balance between FRs and 

DPSPs etc. 
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In The News 
The Election Commission recently decided to 

revise the timeline for publicity of criminal 

antecedents by candidates concerned and by the 

political parties that nominate them for elections. 

 

More on the News 

 As per the revised guidelines, the candidates 

as well as the political parties will publish 

the details of criminal antecedents, if any, in 

newspapers and television three times. 

 Uncontested winner candidates as well as 

the political parties who nominate them shall 

also publicize the criminal antecedents, if 

any. 

 This timeline will help the voters in 

exercising their choices in more informed 

manner. 

 

Other steps taken by Election Commission 

(EC) to De-Criminalize Indian Politics 

Election Commission of India has consistently 

undertaken certain electoral reforms on its own as 

well as at the direction of Supreme Court. 

 

 In 1997, EC directed all the Returning 

Officers (ROs) to reject the nomination 

papers of any candidate who stands 

convicted on the day of filing the 

nomination papers even if his sentence is 

suspended. 

 A system of flying squads has been 

introduced to seize black money during 

elections. 

 It carried out a much more intense voter 

awareness campaign and even initiated a 

campaign using celebrities exhorting voters 

not to sell their vote. 

 Currently, a candidate to any National or 

State Assembly elections is required to 

furnish an affidavit, in the shape of Form 

26 appended to The Conduct of Elections 

Rules, 1961, containing information 

regarding their criminal antecedents, if 

any, their assets, liabilities, and educational 

qualification. 

o EC amended Form 26 to comply with a 

Supreme Court order that required 

candidates to fill up forms provided by 

the Commission and state details of 

criminal cases pending against them. 

 

Limitations of EC in tackling Criminalization 

 Need of Large-scale infrastructure to 

monitor and ensure compliance: For 

example a Supreme Court order made it 

mandatory for political parties to upload on 

their website detailed information regarding 

individuals with pending criminal cases who 

have been selected as candidates, along with 

the reasons for such selection, as also as to 

why other individuals without criminal 

antecedents could not be selected as 

candidates. To ensure compliance of such 

directions, extensive human resources and 

robust digital systems are essential. 

 No power to disqualify candidates prior 

to conviction: even if a person is facing 

several serious charges. Section 8 of the 

RPA, 1951 deals with disqualification only 

after a person is convicted for certain 

offences. 

 False affidavits: Matters of election false 

affidavits can have extremely serious 

consequences as it affects the purity of 

elections. Lax punishments have not been 

able to deter this activity. Also false affidavit 

or suspension of material information in the 

affidavit is not included as grounds for 

challenging the election or for rejection of 

nomination papers section under RPA, 

1951. 

 Misuse of religion for electoral gain: 

While such practices are qualified as corrupt 

practices, they can be questioned only by 

way of an election petition and cannot be a 

subject of enquiry before the EC when the 

election is in progress. 

o Ironically these provisions will have 

application only during the period of 

election and there is no provision to 

challenge the corrupt practice of the 

candidate who lost the election. 

EC on Criminalisation  Of  Politics 
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o Moreover, the law enforcing authorities 

cannot proceed without a warrant 

issued by a competent Magistrate to 

search or arrest any person even on 

specific information about the corruptive 

practice. These provide the violators an 

opportunity to evade legal action. 

 

Way forward 

Election Commission and Law Commission have 

made the following recommendations to the 

Union Government to be made into law in the 

form of electoral reforms for the decriminalization 

of politics: 

 Proposed Amendments to RPA, 1951: 

o Include conviction under section 125A 

as a ground of disqualification under 

section 8(1) 

o Introduce enhanced sentence for filing 

of false affidavits of a minimum of two 

years under section 125A. 

o Include the offence of filing false 

affidavit as a corrupt practice under 

section 123. 

 Set up an independent method of 

verification of winners' affidavits to check 

the incidence of false disclosures in a speedy 

fashion. 

 Barring persons charged with cognizable 

offence from contesting in the elections, at 

the stage when the charges are framed by the 

competent court provided the offence is 

punishable by imprisonment of at least 5 

years, and the case is led at least 6 months 

prior to the election in question. 

 Expediting trials in relevant courts where 

a case is led against a sitting Members of 

Legislatures and to conduct the trial on a 

day-to-day basis with an outer limit of 

completing the trial in one year. 

o If the trial cannot be completed within the 

said time period or the charge is not 

quashed in the said period, the trial judge 

shall give reasons in writing to the 

relevant High Court. 

o Once the said period expires: 

 The person may be automatically 

disqualified at the end of the said 

time period. 

 The right to vote, remuneration and 

perquisites of office shall be 

suspended at the end of the said 

period up to the expiry of the House. 

 Retroactive application- from the date the 

proposed amendments come into effect, all 

persons with criminal charges (punishable 

by more than 5 years) pending on that date 

are liable to be disqualified subject to certain 

safeguards. 

 Granting EC additional powers to make 

recommendations to the appropriate 

authority to- 

o refer any matter for investigation to any 

agency specified by the Commission 

o Prosecute any person who has committed 

an electoral offence under RPA, 1951 

o appoint any special court for the trial of 

any offence or offences under RPA, 1951 
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GS - III 
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In The News 
Prime Minister recently inaugurated 6 mega 

development projects in Uttarakhand under the 

Namami Gange Mission. 

 

About News 

 Six sewage treatment plants were 

inaugurated at Haridwar, Rishikesh, Muni-

ki- Reti and Badrinath worth over Rs 500 

crore. 

o Haridwar-Rishikesh zone contributes 

about 80% wastewater load into the River 

Ganga. 

 Ganga Avalokan Museum was also 

inaugurated which is the first of its kind on 

the River Ganga at Haridwar. 

o Museum would be a special attraction to 

pilgrims and it would further enhance the 

understanding of the heritage associated 

with Ganga 

 

About Namami Gange Mission 

 It is an Integrated Conservation Mission 

for river Ganga, approved as ‘Flagship 

Programme’ by the Unio Government in 

2014 with budget outlay of Rs.20,000 Crore. 

 It is being implemented by the National 

Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its 

state counterparts—State Programme 

Management Groups. 

o NMCG is registered as a society under 

the Societies Registration Act 1860. It 

acts as implementation arm of National 

Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and 

Management of River Ganga (referred as 

National Ganga Council). 

o The aims and objectives of NMCG is to 

accomplish the mandate of National 

Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) 

 To ensure effective abatement of 

pollution and rejuvenation of the 

river Ganga by adopting a river 

basin approach to promote inter-

sectoral co-ordination for 

comprehensive planning and 

management and 

 To maintain minimum ecological 

flows in the river Ganga with the 

aim of ensuring water quality and 

environmentally sustainable 

development. 

 Under the Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986, a five- tier structure has been 

envisaged at national, state and district level 

to take measures for prevention, control and 

abatement of environmental pollution in 

Ganga 

o National Ganga Council under 

chairmanship of Prime Minister 

(replaced National Ganga River Basin 

Authority). 

 NGC would have on board the chief 

ministers of five Ganga basin 

states—Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh 

(UP), Bihar, Jharkhand and West 

Bengal—besides several Union 

ministers and it is supposed to meet 

once every year. 

o Empowered Task Force (ETF) on river 

Ganga under chairmanship of Union 

Minister of Jal Shakti. 

o National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG). 

 

 

o State Ganga Committees which would 

be the nodal agency to implement the 

programmes in a state. Besides, these 

committees would conduct safety audits 

of the river and take remedial measures. 

o District Ganga Committees in every 

specified district abutting river Ganga 

and its tributaries in the states 

 Implementation of the program has been 

divided into entry-level activities (for 

immediate visible impact), medium term 

activities (to be implemented within 5 years 

of time frame), and, long-term activities (to 

be implemented within 10 years) 

o Entry-level activities includes river 

surface cleaning to address the floating 

solid wastes; rural sanitation to arrest the 

Namami Gange Mission 
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pollution (solid & liquid) entering 

through rural sewage drains and 

construction of toilets; etc. 

o Medium-term activities will focus on 

arresting the municipal and industrial 

pollution entering into the river. 

o Under the long-term, providing 

adequate flow to the river is envisioned 

through determination of e-flow, 

increased water-use efficiency, and 

improved efficiency of surface irrigation. 

 Main pillars of the mission are: 

o River front development 

o Conservation of Aquatic life and 

biodiversity 

o Improvement of coverage of sewerage 

infrastructure in habitations on banks of 

Ganga. 

o River Surface cleaning for collection of 

floating solid waste from the surface of 

the Ghats and River 

o Afforestation 

o Industrial Effluent Monitoring 

o Development of Ganga Gram 

 To develop model village, that will 

exhibit itself as comprehensive and 

harmonious package of economic, 

historic, cultural and sanitized unit, 

on banks of Ganga, which is self –

sustaining. 

o Creating Public Awareness 

 Ganga River Basin Management Plan: 

The Plan is being prepared with the 

objectives of taking comprehensive 

measures for restoration of the 

wholesomeness of the Ganga ecosystem and 

improvement of its ecological health, with 

due regard to the issue of competing water 

uses in the river basin. 

o The wholesomeness of the river can be 

grasped in terms of four defining 

concepts: “Aviral Dhara” (Continuous 

Flow”), “Nirmal Dhara”(“Unpolluted 

Flow”), Geologic Entity, and Ecological 

Entity. 

 4-battalion Ganga EcoTask Force has 

been created to spread awareness about 

pollution and protecting the river. 

 

Issues faced in cleaning ganga river 

 Inadequate Sewage treatment: In the 

Ganga basin approximately 12,000 million 

litres per day (mld) sewage is generated, for 

which presently there is a treatment capacity 

of only around 4,000 mld. 

 Decreased ecological flow: E-flow or 

Environmental Flow refers to the minimum 

flow of water considered necessary for 

protecting the structure and function of an 

ecosystem and its dependent species 

o Due to restrictions and decrease in flow, 

the velocity of water decreases and 

siltation increases and therefore minerals 

of the water settle down at the riverbed. 

o The decrease in flow has led to an 

increase in groundwater extraction for 

various uses. 

 Sludge control: About 180 mld sludge 

would be generated in five Ganga basin 

states when they become ODF and if proper 

faecal sludge management is not in place, it 

would invariably pollute the Ganga. 

 Cost overruns: An IIT report predicted the 

cost of treating sewerage to be about 1 paisa 

per litre at 2010 price levels. However, the 

cost would escalate due to the fact that 

deadlines are not met. 

o Clean Ganga fund is a fund under which 

entities or a commoner can contribute for 

the Ganga clean up. However, NMCG 

could not utilise any amount out of the 

Clean Ganga Fund and the entire amount 

was lying in banks due to non-finalisation 

of action plan. 

 Lack of coordination: The cleaning of the 

Ganga requires seamless coordination 

between the agencies responsible for 

carrying out different tasks. Jal Shakti 

ministry signed MOUS with 10 ministries 

for better implementation of Namami 

Gange. However, till date no detail is 

available as to how these ministries are 

functioning for better convergenc. 

 

Way Forward 

 Organic agriculture: The cumulative use 

of pesticides has doubled in the last one 

decade and most of it runs off in our rivers. 

Agriculture along the entire riverbed should 
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be organic. 

 Integration of strategies: Many of the 

strategies (river-linking, riverfront 

development projects, access to toilets, 

making villages open defecation free, piped 

water supply in rural areas, to name a few) 

need to integrate long-term ecological and 

sustainability goals. 

 Promote decentralised sewage treatment 

plants (dSTP) at the colony level. Reuse 

treated wastewater for irrigation and empty 

into natural drains. For all upcoming cities, 

smart cities and for those, whose master 

plans are not in place, earmark land for 

dSTPs. 

 Develop and restore local storages (ponds, 

lakes, wetlands) as permanent solutions to 

both floods and droughts. Only 10 per cent 

of water received during monsoon rainfall is 

harvested. Restoration of ponds, lakes and 

wetlands should be an integral part of river 

restoration and conservation strategy 

 Restoring lower order streams and smaller 

tributaries in the Ganga Basin. 

 Restore base flows through groundwater 

recharge: There is a need to have robust 

planning and regulation of withdrawal and 

recharge of groundwater across all orders of 

the river streams to make rivers perennial. 
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In The News 
The Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) 

under the Jal Shakti Ministry recently issued the 

latest guidelines to regulate the extraction of 

groundwater. 

 

Background 

 New groundwater guidelines were 

necessitated because the guidelines issued 

by the Centre on December 12, 2018 were 

struck down by the National Green Tribunal 

in January 2019. 

o Since then, there were no guidelines 

under which No Objection Certificate 

(NOC) for groundwater withdrawal can 

be issued. 

 The revised guidelines are an improvement 

over the 2018 norms, which did not ban 

granting NOC to industries for extracting 

groundwater in over-exploited areas, did not 

levy environment compensation and hefty 

penalty for violations. 

 New Guidelines have pan India 

applicability. 

 

New Guidelines 

 No objection certificate (NoC): It is 

mandatory for new and existing industries, 

group housing societies, infrastructure 

projects, mining projects and bulk water 

suppliers abstracting groundwater to get a no 

objection certificate (NOC) for withdrawal 

of groundwater. 

 Over exploited areas: NoCs in ‘over-

exploited’ areas will only be granted to 

micro, small and medium enterprises 

(MSME). 

o Over-exploited’ areas as those where the 

groundwater development is more than 

100%, that is, the annual groundwater 

consumption is more than its recharge, 

according to the Central Ground Water 

Board (CGWB). 

 Exemption from getting NoC: The 

guidelines have exempted 5 categories from 

getting an NOC: 

o individual domestic consumers in both 

rural and urban areas for drinking water 

and domestic uses. 

o rural drinking water supply schemes; 

o Armed Forces Establishments and 

Central Armed Police Forces 

establishments in both rural and urban 

areas; 

o agricultural activities; 

o micro and small enterprises drawing 

groundwater less than 10 cubic m/day. 

 

 Abstraction and restoration charges: 

Under the new conditions, such NOC 

holders will now have to pay groundwater 

“abstraction and restoration charges” based 

on the quantum of extraction unlike old 

provision where they had to just pay a 

nominal lumpsum amount. 

 Residential societies will have to install 

sewage treatment plants (STPs) for getting 

NOCs if their groundwater requirement is 

more than 20 cubic m /day. 

o Under the condition, water from STPs 

will be utilised for toilet flushing, car 

washing, gardening, etc 

 Annual water audits: It makes annual 

water audits compulsory for industrial users 

apart from mandating impact assessment for 

granting no-objection certificates (NOCs) 

for groundwater extraction. 

 Registration of Drilling Rigs: State/UT 

Governments shall be responsible for 

registering drilling rigs operating within 

their jurisdiction and for maintaining the 

database of wells drilled by them. 

 Abstraction of Saline ground water would 

be encouraged: Such industries shall be 

exempted from paying ground water 

abstraction charges. 

 Protection of Wetland Areas: Projects 

falling within 500 m. from the periphery of 

demarcated wetland areas shall mandatorily 

submit a detailed proposal indicating that 

any ground water abstraction by the project 

proponent does not affect the protected 

wetland areas. 

o Furthermore, before seeking permission 

Ground Water Pumping 



 

 Easy to PICK – “UPSC Monthly Magazine" September - 2020 

 

34 

from CGWA, the projects shall take 

consent/approval from the appropriate 

Wetland Authorities to establish their 

projects in the area. 

 Environmental Compensation: Extraction 

of groundwater for commercial use by 

industries, infrastructure units and mining 

projects without a valid NOC will be 

considered illegal and they will be liable to 

pay Environmental Compensation for 

groundwater extracted. 

o The minimum compensation will be at 

least Rs 1 lakh. 

 Penalty: Non-compliance of NOC 

conditions may attract a penalty between Rs 

50,000 and Rs 10 lakh. 

o Guidelines authorise district authorities 

to take enforcement measures like sealing 

of abstraction structures and prosecuting 

those violating the NOC conditions. 

 Time period: The NOC issued under the 

new guidelines will be valid for 2-5 years 

depending on the entity. 

 States/UTs are advised to review their 

free/subsidized electricity policy to farmers, 

bring suitable water pricing policy and may 

work further towards crop 

rotation/diversification/other initiatives to 

reduce overdependence on groundwater. 

 

Concerns in Guidelines 

 Exemption of the agriculture sector: As 

per official data, 90% of groundwater is used 

for irrigation and 10% by domestic and 

industrial consumers. Excluding agriculture 

sector is bigger concern. 

 Conflict between state and centre: Water 

is a state subject; the guideline is expected to 

generate contestation at a time when the 

statutory power between states and the 

Centre is already under great strain. 

 Implementation issues: The 

implementation would be difficult as it will 

raise conflict with single-window clearance 

of applications for establishing new 

industries. 

 

 Impact of mining projects: Mining 

projects are counted in the regulatory bill 

and are required to pay a nominal 

groundwater abstraction fees. Negative 

hydrological impacts of mining are far more 

serious than industries and should have been 

cateogorised separately with detailed 

guidelines. 

 Not addressing depletion of groundwater: 

It will not stop further depletion of 

groundwater as uninterrupted use of 

groundwater in ‘critical’ and ‘semi-critical’ 

areas after paying ‘abstraction and 

restoration’ charges will defeat the purpose 

of conservation. 

 

Way forward 

 Incentivize: Incentivise investors to use 

bulk volumes of rejected groundwater (grey 

water, black water) available in urban, semi-

urban areas for recycling and reuse. 

o An incentive for not pumping 

groundwater to enhance the instrinsic 

value of land, improving ecological 

balance and overall valuation is a 

distinction that needs serious evaluation. 

 Increase water recycling: Water-recycling, 

especially through the reclamation of waste-

water, needs to be done on the front-foot. 

o While Israel recycles nearly 90% of its 

water, India’s recycling capacity stands at 

just 30%. The problem is worse at the 

household level, where not even 5% of 

the water used is recycled. 

 Real time data: The groundwater estimates 

need to be dumped and migrated to real time 

modelling. 

o The first step in this direction is a 

national well census that covers all wells 

adopting crowd-sourcing technology. 

Based on the authenticated well census, 

the monitoring networks recalibrate 

supported high- frequency data 

generation. 

 Capping water use: Abuse of groundwater 

for irrigation can no more be pushed under 

the carpet and needs to be addressed upfront 

by defining the maximum water footprint for 

various crops. 

 

Related bodies 
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 Central Ground Water Authority 

(CGWA): It has been constituted under 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to 

regulate and control development and 

management of ground water resources in 

the country. 

 Central Water Commission (CWC): It is 

an attached office of the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti. The Commission is entrusted with the 

general responsibilities of initiating, 

coordinating and furthering in consultation 

of the State Governments concerned, 

schemes for control, conservation and 

utilization of water resources throughout the 

country, for purpose of Flood Control, 

Irrigation, Navigation, Drinking Water 

Supply and Water Power Development. 

Other initiatives 

 National Water Policy 2012 which 

proposes a framework for creation of a 

system of laws and institutions and for a plan 

of action with a unified national perspective. 

 National Aquifer Mapping and 

Management Programme: It was initiated 

as a part of the Ground Water Management 

and Regulation scheme to delineate and 

characterize the aquifers to develop plans for 

ground water management. 

 Atal Jal Yojana: It aims to conserve 

groundwater in seven states facing the 

biggest declines in aquifer levels mainly due 

to over-extraction for water-intensive crops. 

o These are Maharashtra, Haryana, Karnataka, 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 

Gujarat. 

Paani Bacho, Paise Kamao” (save water, earn 

money) scheme: It was launched by Punjab State 

Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) to provide 

direct benefit transfer for electricity to agricultural 

consumers. Farmers get Rs 4 as direct benefit for 

each unit of electricity saved. 
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In The News 
Recently, Fifth Global Biodiversity 

Outlook (GBO-5) report was released. 

 

About GBO 

 It is a flagship publication of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD). 

 It is a periodic report that 

summarizes the latest data on the status  

and  trends  of  biodiversity and draws  

conclusions  relevant  to the further 

implementation of the CBD. 

 GBO-5 provides global summary of 

progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity 

Targets and is based on a range of 

indicators, research studies and assessments 

as well as the national reports provided by 

countries on their implementation of the 

CBD. 

 Progress made in Aichi Biodiversity 

Targets in past decade: At the global level 

none of the 20 targets have been fully 

achieved, though six targets have been 

partially achieved (Targets 9, 11, 16, 17, 19 

and 20). 

 

Suggestion to achieve 2050 Vision for 

Biodiversity: 

 Land and forests transition: It involves 

conserving of intact ecosystems, restoring 

ecosystems, combating and reversing 

degradation, and employing landscape level 

spatial planning to avoid, reduce and 

mitigate land-use change. 

 Sustainable freshwater transition: An 

integrated approach guaranteeing the water 

flows, improving water quality, protecting 

critical habitats, controlling invasive species 

and safeguarding connectivity to allow the 

recovery of freshwater systems from 

mountains to coasts. 

 

 Sustainable fisheries and oceans 

transition: Protecting and restoring marine 

and coastal ecosystems, rebuilding fisheries 

and managing aquaculture and other uses of 

the oceans to ensure sustainability, and to 

enhance food security and livelihoods. 

 Sustainable agriculture transition:

 Redesigning agricultural systems through 

agroecological and other innovative 

approaches to enhance productivity while 

minimizing negative impacts on 

biodiversity. 

 Sustainable food systems transition: With 

a greater emphasis on a diversity of foods, 

mostly plant-based, and more moderate 

consumption of meat and fish, as well as 

dramatic cuts in the waste involved in food 

supply and consumption. 

 Cities and infrastructure transition: 

Deploying ‘green infrastructure’ and 

making space for nature within built 

landscapes to improve the health and quality 

of life for citizens and to reduce the 

environmental footprint of cities and 

infrastructure. 

 Sustainable climate action transition: 

Employing nature-based solutions, 

alongside a rapid phase-out of fossil fuel 

use, to reduce the scale and impacts of 

climate change. 

 Biodiversity-inclusive One Health 

transition: Managing ecosystems, 

including agricultural and urban 

ecosystems, as well as the use of wildlife, 

through an integrated approach, to promote 

healthy ecosystems and healthy people. 
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In The News 
Recently, World Wildlife Fund (WWF), a leading 

organization in wildlife conservation and 

endangered species, 

released The Living Planet Report 2020 (LPR) 

along with the Living Planet index (LPI). 

 

About Living Planet Report 

LPR, released every two years, is a 

comprehensive study of trends in global 

biodiversity and health of the planet. 

 

 Key Findings 

o It shows an average 68% decrease in 

population sizes of mammals, birds, 

amphibians, reptiles and fish between 

1970 and 2016. 

o Since the industrial revolution, human

 activities have increasingly 

destroyed and degraded forests, 

grasslands, wetlands and other 

important ecosystems, threatening 

human well-being 

 75% of Earth’s ice-free land 

surface has been significantly 

altered. 

 More than 85% of global wetlands 

have been lost. India has lost 

nearly one-third of its natural 

wetlands 

 The 3,741 monitored populations – 

representing 944 species of 

mammals, birds, amphibians, 

reptiles and fishes – in the 

Freshwater Living Planet Index have 

declined by an average of 84%. 

o Destruction of ecosystems has led to 1 

million species (500,000 animals and 

plants and 500,000 insects) being 

threatened with extinction. 

o Most important direct driver of 

biodiversity loss in terrestrial systems has 

been land-use change, primarily the 

conversion of pristine native habitats 

(forests, grasslands and mangroves) into 

agricultural systems; while much of the 

oceans have been overfished. 

o Largest wildlife population loss has 

been in Latin America at an alarming 

rate of 94%. 

o Since 1970, our Ecological Footprint 

has exceeded the Earth’s rate of 

regeneration. 
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In The News 
Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) 

Mars Orbiter Mission completed six years of 

orbiting Mars. 

 

About Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) 

 MOM was the first interplanetary 

mission of ISRO, launched in 2013 by 

PSLV-C25 and got inserted into Martian 

orbit in 2014 in its first attempt. 

 Its scientific objectives include 

exploration of Mars surface features, 

morphology, mineralogy and Martian 

atmosphere by indigenous scientific 

instruments. 

 Technological objectives included deep 

space communication, navigation, mission 

planning and management. 

 

 Mars Orbiter Mission carried five payloads 

to accomplish its scientific objectives. 

o Methane Sensor for Mars: It is designed 

to measure Methane (CH4) in the 

Martian atmosphere and map its 

sources. 

o Mars Color Camera (MCC): Tri-color 

MCC gives images & information about 

the surface features and composition of 

Martian surface. 

o Lyman Alpha Photometer: It 

measures the relative abundance of 

deuterium and hydrogen from Lyman-

alpha emission in the Martian upper 

atmosphere. Measurement of D/H 

(Deuterium to Hydrogen abundance 

Ratio) helps to understand the loss 

process of water from the planet. 

o Mars Exospheric Neutral 

Composition Analyser (MENCA): It is 

a quadruple mass spectrometer capable 

of analysing the neutral composition in 

the range of 1 to 300 amu with unit mass 

resolution. 

o Thermal Infrared Imaging 

Spectrometer (TIS): It measures the 

thermal emission and can be operated 

during both day and night. Many 

minerals and soil types have 

characteristic spectra in TIR region. TIS 

can map surface composition and 

mineralogy of Mars. 
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In The News 
World Health Organization (WHO) released 

progress report on trans-fat elimination titled 

“Countdown to 

2023: Global Trans Fats Elimination 2020”. 

 

Background 

 In May 2018, WHO called for the global 

elimination of industrially produced TFA 

by 2023. 

 In May 2019, WHO released REPLACE 

action framework which is a roadmap for 

countries to implement the prompt, 

complete and sustained elimination of 

industrially produced TFA from the food 

supply. 

 Under REPLACE framework, the six 

areas of action include: 

o Review dietary sources of industrially-

produced transfat and the landscape for 

required policy change. 

o Promote the replacement of industrially-

produced trans fat with healthier fats and 

oils. 

o Legislate or enact regulatory actions to 

eliminate industrially-produced trans fat. 

o Assess and monitor trans fat content in 

the food supply and changes in trans fat 

consumption in the population. 

o Create awareness of the negative health 

impact of trans fat among policy-

makers, producers, suppliers, and the 

public. 

o Enforce compliance with policies and 

regulations. 

 

Highlights of the 2020 report 

 58 countries so far have introduced laws 

that will protect 3.2 billion people from the 

harmful substance by the end of 2021. But 

more than 100 countries still need to take 

actions to remove these harmful substances 

from their food supplies. 

 Fifteen countries account for 

approximately two thirds of the 

worldwide deaths. Of these, four (Canada, 

Latvia, Slovenia, United States of America) 

have implemented WHO-recommended 

best-practice policies, either by setting 

mandatory limits for industrially produced 

trans fats to 2% of oils and fats in all foods 

or banning partially hydrogenated oils 

(PHO). 

 But the remaining 11 countries 

(Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Ecuador, 

Egypt, India, Iran, Mexico, Nepal, 

Pakistan, Republic of Korea) still need to 

take urgent action. 

 To meet the 2023 target, WHO 

recommends that countries take the 

following actions in the coming year. 

o Develop and implement best-practice 

policies to set TFA limits or to ban PHO. 

o Invest in monitoring mechanisms, 

such as laboratory capacity to measure 

TFA content in foods. 

o Advocate for regional or subregional 

regulations to expand the benefits of 

TFA policies. 

 

Steps taken by India against Trans fats 

 India has set targets to reduce the 

industrially produced trans-fat to less 

than 2% by the year 2022 in a phased 

manner, a year ahead of the WHO target. 

Currently, the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) limits trans-fat 

content in fats and oils to 5 per cent. 

 To achieve the target, the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

launched two initiatives: 

o Eat Right Movement is built on two 

broad pillars of ‘Eat Healthy’ and ‘Eat 

Safe’. It aims to cut down on salt, sugar 

and oil consumption by 30% in three 

years by educating customers. 

o Heart Attack Rewind campaign to 

warn citizens about the health hazards of 

consuming trans fats and offer strategies 

to avoid them through healthier 

alternatives. 

 Trans Fat Free logo: Food establishments 

which use trans-fat free fats/oil and do not 

have industrial trans-fat more than 

Trans Fats 
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0.2g/100g of food, can display "Trans-fat 

free" logo in their outlets and on their food 

products. 
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In The News 
Recently, Assisted Reproductive Technology 

(ART) (Regulation) Bill, 2020, was introduced in 

the Lok Sabha. 

 

More on news 

 Objective of the bill is to standardise 

protocols of the growing fertility 

industry and to provide for the regulation 

of ART services in the country. 

 This is the third proposed legislation to 

protect the reproductive rights of women 

after the Surrogacy Regulation Bill, 2019, 

and the Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Amendment Bill, 2020. 

 

Key provisions of the bill 

 Assisted Reproductive Technology 

(ART): The Bill defines ART to include all 

techniques that seek to obtain a pregnancy 

by handling the sperm or the oocyte 

(immature egg cell) outside the human body 

and transferring the gamete or the embryo 

into the reproductive system of a woman. 

Examples of ART services include gamete 

(sperm or oocyte) donation, in-vitro-

fertilisation (fertilising an egg in the lab), 

and gestational surrogacy (the child is not 

biologically related to surrogate mother). 

ART services will be provided through: 

o ART clinics, which offer ART related 

treatments and procedures, and 

o ART banks, which store and supply 

gametes. 

 Regulation of ART clinics and banks: 

Every ART clinic and bank must be 

registered under the National Registry of 

Banks and Clinics of India. 

 Conditions for gamete donation and 

supply, offering ART services have also 

been prescribed. 

 

 Rights of a child born through ART: A 

child born through ART will be deemed to 

be a biological child of the commissioning 

couple and will be entitled to the rights and 

privileges available to a natural child of the 

commissioning couple. A donor will not 

have any parental rights over the child. 

 National and State Boards: The National 

and State Boards for Surrogacy constituted 

under the Bill, will regulate of ART 

services. The State Boards will coordinate 

enforcement of the policies and guidelines 

for ART as per the recommendations, 

policies, and regulations of the National 

Board. 

 Offences and penalties: Bill includes 

various offences under its purview such as 

(i) abandoning, or exploiting children born 

through ART, (ii) selling, purchasing, 

trading, or importing human embryos or 

gametes, (iii) using intermediates to obtain 

donors, (iv) exploiting commissioning 

couple, woman, or the gamete donor in any 

form, and (v) transferring the human 

embryo into a male or an animal. 

 

Need for the bill 

 High demand and growth of ART: India 

is among countries that have seen the 

highest growth in the number of ART 

centres and ART cycles performed every 

year. 

o According to a 2015 Ernst and Young 

study, around 27.5 million couples in the 

reproductive age group are infertile and 

about 1% (about 2,70,000 infertile 

couples) seek infertility evaluation. Of 

the people seeking remedy for infertility, 

20-25% undergo IVF treatment and of 

that small group, one percent may 

require surrogacy. 

 India has become one of the major 

centres of the global fertility 

industry (ART), with reproductive 

medical tourism becoming a 

significant activity. This has also 

introduced a plethora of legal, ethical 

and social issues; yet, there is no 

standardisation of protocols and 

reporting is still very inadequate. 

 Facilitating effective 

implementation of other laws: 

 Assisted Reproductive  Technology 
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Without registration and a proper 

database of medical institutions and 

clinics providing such services, it is 

impossible to regulate services like 

surrogacy and abortion under the 

Surrogacy Regulation Bill, 2019 

and Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2020. 
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In The News 
Recently, NITI Aayog sought suggestions and 

comments on the ‘Data Empowerment and 

Protection Architecture (DEPA)’ draft. 

 

About news 

 Along with NITI Aayog, the policy involves 

four regulators across banking, securities, 

insurance, and pensions - RBI, SEBI, 

IRDAI, PFRDA - and the Ministry of 

Finance coming together to implement this 

model. 

 The policy is envisaged to be released by 

2020 and the report has been prepared by 

iSPIRT, not-for-profit think tank. 
 

 

Why data protection should be complimented 

with data empowerment? 

 Prevent Financial Exclusion: A large 

number of India’s rural and urban poor 

population face significant exclusion from 

accessing appropriate financial products for 

themselves and their enterprises - partly due 

to a lack of trust and asymmetry of data. 

For instance, a well-designed pool of data-

driven financial products could be 

instrumental in pulling individuals out of 

poverty traps and stimulating the growth of 

micro, small, and medium enterprises 

(MSMEs). 

 Utilization of emerging large-scale data: 

Across platforms such as Aadhaar and UPI, 

as well as through increasing mobile 

connectivity, tele-density and internet usage, 

huge amount of data is being generated. This 

data if used appropriately could generate 

information that is useful for policymakers, 

industries and entrepreneurs. 

 Prevent data from remaining in Silos: The 

current custodian-centric data protection 

regime does not incentivize data sharing 

from data fiduciaries, resulting in new data 

becoming confined to respective silos. This 

approach deters the economic potential 

created by increasing digitization and 

creation of data protection institutions. 

 

What are salient features of the draft Data 

Protection and Empowerment Architecture 

(DEPA)? 

 

DEPA envisions that individuals should have 

control over how their personal data is used 

and shared and such an agency of their personal 

data could empower them to newer 

opportunities. 

 

 DEPA will act as final layer of India 

Stack: It aims to act as a layer of secure 

digital data sharing through consent thus 

providing the final layer of India Stack. 

(Over and above Identity layer and 

Payments layer.) 

o India Stack is a privately-owned bouquet 

of proprietary software or APIs powering 

Aadhaar-based applications, and UPI 

based digital transactions. It allows 

government, businesses to use India’s 

digital infrastructure to deliver private 

services. 

 Organization-centric system to individual 

centric system: The policy aims to work on 

the ideology that individuals themselves 

are the best judges of the ‘right’ uses of 

their personal data. In this line they create 

a consent-based data sharing mechanism. 

For example, a bank needs the individuals 

consent to share her data with a credit 

company or a tax/GST platform. 

o This allows business to use that personal 

data of individuals to derive value from it 

which could, in turn, provide benefits to 

individuals in terms of loans, insurance. 

 Consent Managers: In view of the 

treatment of personal data as an economic 

good, the policy advocates for the creation 

of “a new class of institutions” called 

‘consent managers’ that will act as a conduit 

between individuals (data principals), 

institutions in possession of the individual’s 

personal data (data fiduciary) and a business 

that seeks access to that personal data. 

o These Consent Managers in the financial 

 Data Empowerment And Protection Architecture 
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sector will be known as Account Aggregators. A 

non-profit collective or alliance of these players 

will be created called the DigiSahamati 

Foundation (‘Sahamati‘). 

 Technological Architecture: It creates 

interoperable, secure, and privacy 

preserving digital framework for data 

sharing through- 

o The Consent Artefact: It is a technology 

Standard for programmable consent to 

replace the all- permissive terms and 

conditions forms. 

o Open APIs for Data Sharing and 

creation of clearer Financial 

Information Standards. 
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GS - IV 
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About 
We, as a society are facing a series of converging 

challenges linked to the environment, economy, 

and our social and political systems. The issues 

range from climate change, rapid technological 

change to emergence of new patterns of 

globalization. But, is our economic policy ready 

for these challenges? Will economic growth be 

enough or do we need something more? In this 

context, OECD released a report- ‘Beyond 

Growth: Towards a new economic approach’. 

 

Is there a need to think beyond economic 

growth? 

Economic growth has been the primary goal of 

economic policies, and the principal measure of an 

economy’s success. In these years, economic 

growth facilitated employment growth, reduced 

poverty rates, and provided finance for higher 

government spending. But alongside these 

benefits, it has also generated significant issues: 

 GDP growth is now widely associated with 

rising inequalities. In almost all major 

countries, the last forty years have seen a 

declining share of national income going 

to wages and salaries (labour), with a 

rising share going to the owners of capital. 

 GDP growth is no longer correlated with 

improvements in wellbeing. Income is 

important, particularly for those whose 

incomes are low. But we now understand 

that people’ sense of a fulfilled and 

flourishing life comes also from a wide 

variety of other factors: from the security 

and satisfaction they experience in work; 

their physical and mental health, social 

networks and personal and family 

relationships, trust in society etc. 

o None of these factors are automatically 

improved simply by higher GDP, and 

can often be harmed by the ways in 

which GDP is generated. 

 Severe environmental degradation has 

forced a recognition that today’s patterns 

of economic growth are undermining our 

capacity to maintain current standards 

of living. 

 Further, there is a need to re-evaluate the 

nature of economic factors like- 

o Economic behaviour: The evidence 

based economic psychology is 

considered more appropriate in 

understanding economic behaviour 

compared to the homogenous model of a 

rational ‘homo economicus’. People 

have strong attachments and moral 

views which lead to various forms of 

caring, co- operative and altruistic 

behaviour, as well as conformity to 

social norms. Such behaviours may not 

be subject to a calculative or 

individualistic logic at all: they suggest a 

‘social’ human being as an important 

economic agent. 

o Value of currently unpaid work: 

Studies have highlighted how unpaid 

and hence undervalued work plays a 

critical role in sustaining the social 

fabric. For example, the unpaid work of 

raising children, very largely done by 

women, plays a major role in 

maintaining the processes and structures 

of society. The current models fail to 

recognize this contribution and as a 

result systematically ignore it in 

mainstream economic accounting and 

analysis. 

 

Components of new objectives going forward 

The issues identified above do not imply that 

economic growth should be abandoned as a goal 

of economic policy. Rather, they suggest that 

GDP growth should be complimented with a 

wider set of objectives for measuring of 

economic and social progress: 

 Environmental sustainability - path of 

rapidly declining greenhouse gas emissions 

and environmental degradation, consistent 

with avoiding catastrophic damage and 

achieving a stable and healthy level of 

ecosystem services. 

 Rising wellbeing - a rising sense of 

improvement in the quality of life and 

condition of individual and society as a 

New Ways For Economic Growth 
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whole. 

 Falling inequality - reduction in the gap 

between the incomes and wealth of the 

richest and poorest groups in society and 

rising incomes and opportunities for those 

experiencing systematic disadvantage. 

 System resilience - understood as the 

economy’s ability to withstand financial, 

environmental or other shocks without 

catastrophic and system-wide effects. 

 

Way forward 

 Goals should be integrated in structures 

itself: If we are to achieve the new 

economic goals we have set out, these need 

to be built into the structures of the 

economy from the outset, not simply hoped 

for as a by- product, or added after the 

event. For example, as the processes of both 

automation and decarbonisation have the 

effect of redistributing employment 

opportunities, the role of government ‘job 

guarantees’ becomes important to smooth 

the transition. 

o The report suggests the idea of 

‘Flexicurity’ welfare policies, which 

combine flexibility for employers with 

income security for workers. 

 Integrated approach towards 

policymaking: Multiple objectives can 

only be achieved if economic and social 

policymaking moves out of its traditional 

silos and seeks out the synergies as well as 

trade-offs between different policy areas. 

We cannot, for example- 

o Achieve environmental sustainability in 

ways which simply exacerbate 

inequalities. 

o Reform financial system to reduce 

systemic risk but not distribute wealth 

more broadly. 

 Broader social partnership and public 

consultation: To ensure a broader set of 

objectives, consumption patterns will 

have to be altered, efforts from multiple 

stakeholders will be needed and 

unpopular choices will have to be made. 

To make choices of these kinds, 

governments will need to engage in deeper 

forms of sectoral planning, social 

partnership and public consultation. 

o For example, sustainability and 

decarbonisation policy will have to 

make consumption patterns more 

sustainable, explore several 

technological options with the industry 

and policies like subsidy on fossil fuels 

will have to cease. 

 Increasing resilience in the economy: 

This includes addressing the fragile nature 

of the financial sector and addressing the 

monopolistic and oligopolistic role played 

by some corporations. 

o Financial sector stability could be 

ensured through- stricter regulation of 

the types of assets which financial 

institutions can hold and incentivising 

long-term investment in productive 

sectors of the economy. 

Conclusion 

These recommendations provide us with an idea 

of how economic policies can be shaped in a 

complex, dynamic and interconnected global 

economy. The model suggested here may not be 

the most optimal model or a universally applicable 

model, but it captures the idea that the growth 

needs to move beyond to a developmental realm. 
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PT POINTERS 
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Baltic Nations 
 It is a geopolitical term, typically used to 

group the three sovereign states in 

Northern Europe on the eastern coast of 

the Baltic Sea: Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania. 

 The most important areas of cooperation 

between the three countries are foreign and 

security policy, defence, energy and 

transportation. 

 All three countries are members of the 

European Union, NATO, the eurozone 

and the OECD. 

 All three are classified as high- income 

economies by the World Bank and 

maintain a very high Human 

Development Index. 

 

 

 

Chushul 

 It is a village in Leh, Ladakh, India. 

 It is located in the Durbuk tehsil, in the area 

known as “Chushul valley”. 

 It is close to Rezang Laand Panggong Lake 

at a height of 4,360 metres. 

 Chushul is one of the five officially agreed 

Border Personnel Meeting points between 

the Indian Army and the People’s Liberation 

Army of China for regular consultations and 

interactions between the two armies to 

improve relations. 

 This place is famous for the Indian Army 

who fought to the ‘last man, last round’ at 

Rezang La (Chushul) on November 18, 

1962. Without this crucial victory, the 

territory might have been captured by China. 

 

 

Mundra Port 

It is the largest private port of India located on 

the north shores of the Gulf of Kutch. 

Why in News? 

Mundra Port terminal deal under scrutiny over link 

with Chinese company. In this regard, the 

government is evaluating an agreement between 

the Adani Ports' French joint venture partner CMA 

CGM and the China Merchants Group. 

INDRA NAVY 

Context: The 11th edition of exercise INDRA 

NAVY has begun. 

 It is a biennial bilateral maritime exercise 

between Indian Navy and Russian Navy. 

Initiated in 2003, Ex INDRA NAVY epitomises 

the long-term strategic relationship between the 

two Navies. 

 

 

Yanomami people and blood 

gold 

 Yanomami live in the rainforests and 

mountains of northern Brazil and 

southern Venezuela, and are, according to 

Survival International, the largest relatively 

isolated tribe in South America. 

 They live in large, circular houses called 

yanos or shabonos, some of which can hold 

up to 400 people. 

 It is a Yanomami custom that a hunter does 

not eat the meat he has killed. 

 The Yanomami consider all people to be 

equal, and do not have a chief. Instead, all 

decisions are based on consensus after long 

discussions and debates. 

 

Why in News? 

Since the 1980s, the Yanomami have been facing 

an onslaught from illegal gold miners. 

 It is believed that gold mined illegally in 

Yanomami land has most likely been coming 

to India since at least 2018. 

 Calling the gold mined there as blood gold, 

they have recently asked the Indian 

government to stop buying this gold. 

 

 

 

Ganga Avalokan 

 

● t is the first museum on the river located at 

Chandi ghat in Haridwar. 

● It was inaugurated recently. It is aimed at 

showcasing the culture, biodiversity and 

rejuvenation activities done in the river, 
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Global Counter Terrorism 

Council 

It is a registered non-profit International Think 

Tank initiated by public spirited individuals to 

awaken further 

issues of national interest and global conscience 

about terrorism as a threat to humanity, human 

security etc. 

● Members belong to different faculties & 

background like senior bureaucrats, 

academicians, officers from the armed forces 

& paramilitary services, distinguished 

diplomats, leading researchers, media 

analysts, parliamentarians, professionals, 

corporate heads, human rights groups. 

● They provide support and regularly 

contribute with the aim to deliberate on the 

root causes of Global Terrorism and to 

present effective solutions to the problems 

faced by society and the government. 

Why in News? 

International Energy Security Conference 2020 

was recently organised by Global Counter-

Terrorism Council (GCTC). 

 

 

 

Himalayan Chandra Telescope 

 

● The Telescope is housed within the Indian 

Astronomical Observatory at Ladakh. 

● It is a 2-m diameter optical-infrared 

telescope. 

● The telescope is used to make observations 

of extrasolar planets and it also looks for 

comets and asteroids whizzing around in our 

solar system. 

● It is operated remotely by the Indian 

Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), Bangalore. 

● It is operated using a dedicated satellite 

communication link from the Centre for 

Research & Education in Science & 

Technology (CREST). 

Why in News? 

The telescope is celebrating its 20th Birthday. 

 

 

 

Ultra-Violet Imaging 

Telescope 

 

● UVIT is a remarkable 3-in-1 imaging 

telescope simultaneously observing in the 

visible, the near-ultraviolet (NUV), and 

the far-ultraviolet (FUV) spectrum. 

● It is one of the five payloads onboard India’s 

first multi-wavelength astronomical 

observatory AstroSat. 

● Its superior spatial resolution capability has 

enabled astronomers to probe star formation 

in galaxies as well as resolve the cores of star 

clusters (3 times better than the last NASA 

mission, GALEX). 

 

National School of Drama 

● It is one of the foremost theatre training 

institutions in the world and the only one 

of its kind in India. 

● It was set up by the Sangeet Natak 

Akademi as one of its constituent units in 

1959. 

● In 1975, it became an independent entity 

and was registered as an autonomous 

organization under the Societies 

Registration Act of 1860, financed by the 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India. 

● Bharat Rang Mahotsav, or the 'National 

Theatre Festival', established in 1999, is the 

annual theatre festival of National School of 

Drama (NSD). It is acknowledged as the 

largest theatre festival of Asia, dedicated 

solely to theatre. 

 

 

 

 

‘Health in India’ survey 

Released recently by the Ministry of Statistics 

and Programme Implementation. 

Key findings: 

● As per the report, Zoroastrian community 

remains the most susceptible to ailments. 

 

The survey defines ailment as any deviation from 

a person’s state of physical and mental well-being. 
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(National Sample Survey (NSS)’s 75th Round 

released in July show that 31.1 per cent of 

Zoroastrians reported that they were suffering 

from an ailment at the time the survey was 

conducted). 

 

 

 

Haiyang-2C 

● It is a new ocean-monitoring satellite 

launched recently by China. 

● It is the country's third ocean dynamic 

environment satellite. 

● It can provide all-weather and round-the-

clock observation of wave height, sea surface 

height, wind speed and direction, and 

temperature. 

● HY-2C will form a network with the 

previous HY-2B and subsequent HY-2D, 

which is scheduled for launch next year, to 

carry out high-precision maritime 

environment monitoring. 

● The planned satellite network will be capable 

of carrying out 80 percent of the world's sea 

surface wind monitoring within six hours. 

 

Radio Patshala 

● Started by Odisha Government. 

● The classes will be for students between 

class 1 to 8 in the state. 

● Students can also get this audio 

programme in the central government's 

DIKSHA online platform. 
 

 

Sandalwood Spike Disease 

(SSD) 

● The disease is caused by phytoplasma — 

bacterial parasites of plant tissues — which 

are transmitted by insect vectors. 

● The disease was first reported in Kodagu in 

1899. 

● The disease is characterized by extreme 

reduction in leaf size accompanied by 

stiffening and reduction of internode length. 

● In advanced stage, the entire shoot gives the 

appearance of a spike inflorescence. 

Context: 

India’s sandalwood trees are facing a serious 

threat with the return of the destructive 

Sandalwood Spike Disease (SSD). 

● The infection has resurfaced in Karnataka 

and Kerala. 

The present rapid spread of the infection is largely 

due to restrictions on green felling in forests, 

which has allowed vectors to spread the disease to 

healthy trees. 

 

 

 

Nagorno-Karabakh region 

Why in News? 

Azerbaijan has carried out an air and artillery 

attack on Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Key points: 

● Nagorno-Karabakh is a breakaway region 

that is inside Azerbaijan but is run by ethnic 

Armenians. 

● It broke away from Azerbaijan in a conflict 

that broke out as the Soviet Union collapsed 

in 1991. 

● Though a ceasefire was agreed in 1994, 

Azerbaijan and Armenia frequently accuse 

each other of attacks around Nagorno-

Karabakh and along the separate Azeri- 

Armenian frontier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Tourism Day 

Observed on 27th September every year. 

This Day has been celebrated since 1980 by the 

United Nations World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO). 

● 27th September was chosen as the date 

since it was the day in 1970 on which the 

statutes of the UNWTO were adopted. 

● Theme this year is "Tourism and Rural 
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Development". 

 

Pinaka rocket system 

Why in News? 

In an important milestone in the induction of the 

Pinaka rocket system in the Armed forces, the 

Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) recently handed over the Authority 

Holding Sealed Particulars (AHSP) of the system 

to the Directorate General of Quality Assurance 

(DGQA) of the Ministry of Defence. Key points: 

● Pinaka is a free flight artillery rocket system 

having a range of 37.5 km. 

● Pinaka rockets are launched from a multi-

barrel rocket launcher which has a capability 

to launch 12 rockets in 44 seconds. 

● The weapon system is designed and 

developed by Pune-based DRDO lab, 

Armament Research and Development 

Establishment (ARDE). 

 

 

‘Faceless I-T’ comes into 

operation 

The government has issued a notification 

operationalising ‘Faceless Income Tax Appeals’ 

system. It was announced last month. 

It seeks to honour honest taxpayers of the country 

and promote transparency in tax collection. 

● Under faceless appeals, all Income Tax 

appeals will be finalised in a faceless manner 

under the faceless ecosystem. 

The system is not applicable in case of appeals 

relating to serious frauds, major tax evasion, 

sensitive and search matters, international tax and 

Black Money Act. 

 

 

 

RAISE Summit 2020 

 

It will be held in October. 

RAISE 2020- ‘Responsible AI for Social 

Empowerment 2020.’ 

● It is being conducted by the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) and NITI Aayog. 

It will be a global meeting of minds to exchange 

ideas and chart a course for using AI for social 

transformation, inclusion and empowerment in 

areas like healthcare, agriculture, education and 

smart mobility, among other sectors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


