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GS-III : Economic Issues 
Inflation alert: On rising prices 
Context 
- June’s retail inflation reading of 6.1% is worrying, particularly since it was 
the first month when the economy reopened from the crippling lockdowns of the 
preceding two months. 
- While the disruptions caused to the supply of goods and services as a result of 
the nationwide shutdown can to an extent explain the acceleration in price gains, 
that this happened despite depressed demand is cause for disquiet. 
  
CPI data 
- A closer look at the Consumer Price Index reveals that prices in the food and 
beverages group rose an average 7.3% year-on-year, with the key protein 
sources of pulses and products surging 16.7%, meat and fish climbing 
16.2%, and milk and its derivatives rising 8.4%. 
- Inflation in the food category would have been much faster but 
for vegetables and fruits moderating the gains as anxious growers likely sold the 
perishables at distress rates resulting in fruits showing a 0.7% deflation and 
vegetables posting a marginal 1.9% gain. 
- Transport and communication, which includes petrol and diesel, 
also posted a 7.1% jump. 
- The recent sustained increase in fuel prices is expected to feed through into higher 
costs for transporting farm produce and it is therefore hard to envisage food prices 
softening, at least in the near term. 
- The rapid and timely onset of the monsoon in June, with higher rainfall, 
does offer some reassurance. 
- Vegetable prices are reported to be surging and providers of goods and services are 
exploring ways to insulate their businesses financially from the weak demand. 
- Steel companies recently announced they were raising prices in response 
to rising costs related to iron ore and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
India Business Outlook report 
- Researcher IHS Markit’s latest India Business Outlook survey released on 
Monday paints a dismal picture with sentiment having turned negative in June 
for the first time in the 11 years since it began polling businesses in the country, and 
firms reporting a steep drop in confidence. 
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- Significantly, the survey shows that while employers are set to cut jobs to 
cope with faltering demand, companies also plan to raise selling prices over the next 
12 months to protect profitability. 
  
Way ahead 
- With inflation already above the RBI’s 6% target upper bound, monetary policy 
makers face an unenviable choice. A further rate cut to help revive economic 
momentum risks fanning faster price gains and putting the economy on a path to 
stagflation. 
  
GS-II : International Relations 
China’s post-COVID aggression is reshaping Asia 
Context 
* China’s coronavirus “mask diplomacy” has given way to tense geopolitical 
confrontations with a growing array of its neighbours, from stand-offs with Vietnam 
and Malaysia in the South China Sea to threatening Australia with boycotts of 
wine, beef, barley, and Chinese students. 
  
Catalyst for change 
- Beijing’s blatant aggressiveness is accelerating long-standing debates about 
the underlying costs of reliance on China and spurring support for closer 
coordination between other Indo-Pacific partners. 
- The Indian, Japanese, Malaysian, and Australian governments have all 
taken concrete steps to reduce their economic exposure to Beijing, spanning 
investment, manufacturing, and technology. 
- India and Australia recently inked a new military logistics agreement in 
the “virtual summit” ,and a similar agreement between Delhi and Tokyo may follow. 
- The Quadrilateral Dialogue between Australia, India, Japan, and the United 
States is growing stronger and even expanding. 
- And recently as well, Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Foreign Ministers issued one of their strongest statements to date on the 
South China Sea, insisting that maritime disputes must be resolved in accordance 
with the UN Law of the Sea treaty. 
- Other responses are bottom-up. Chinese cyberbullying of a Thai film star 
spawned a new “Milk Tea Alliance”, thus named after the popular beverage, to 
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forge solidarity between Taiwanese, Hong Kongers, and Southeast Asians 
online. 
- Overtly rejecting China’s attempts to play up support for the “One China” 
principle, online supporters quickly propelled a hashtag that translates as “Milk 
Tea Is Thicker than Blood” to nearly one million tweets in a matter of days. It 
also garnered the praise of Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong, who called for “pan-
Asian solidarity that opposes all forms of authoritarianism”. 
- Asian multilateralism has often been born out of crises. The Chiang Mai 
Initiative — a financial swap mechanism between China, Japan, South 
Korea, and Southeast Asia — emerged in the aftermath of the late 1990s 
financial crisis. 
- The grandfather of all Asian regional organisations, ASEAN, was created in 
1967 but did not convene its first heads of state meeting until Southeast Asian 
leaders were shocked into action by the fall of Saigon in 1976. As Lee Kuan Yew later 
argued, “The seriousness of purpose came only with the shock of the terrible 
alternatives.” 
  
America and geopolitics 
- If crises and wars tend to be the crucibles in which new orders and 
institutions are forged, the COVID-19 crisis is likely to be no exception — it may 
be remaking the geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific. 
- This is handing the Trump administration openings it has long sought: more 
credible multilateral coordination among allies, pushback against online 
disinformation, and the desire to better integrate like-minded economies and 
supply chains. 
  
What the U.S. needs to do 
- To improve, the U.S. needs to make two major shifts. 
- First, U.S. policy needs to start supporting, rather than attempting to 
commandeer, regional efforts to build a less China-centric future for the Indo-
Pacific. 
- U.S. leaders need to remember that while Chinese aggression provides a 
powerful motivation for coordination, U.S. partners are seeking an agenda 
that is framed in broader terms than simply rallying to counter Beijing. 
- Asian countries have strong, historically-rooted ideas about their own security and 
the future of the region — American leaders should recall the long-standing 
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resonance of the Non-Aligned Movement in a region that resists a “new 
Cold War” framing. 
- Australia’s efforts to call for a COVID-19 investigation through WHO, as 
well as Japan’s desire to take the lead on a G-7 statement on Hong Kong, 
reflect not just an effort to push back on Beijing. They also reflect concern that the 
current U.S. administration may box them into an untenable corner. 
- U.S. leadership would be far more effective if it worked with Indo-Pacific 
partners on the issues that they prioritise and provided them significant space 
for independent action. 
- Second, while China certainly has the power to coerce, it also has a 
tremendous ability to be its own worst enemy by pushing too hard on its neighbours. 
It is often China’s own overreach (rather than Washington’s entreaties) 
that stiffens the spines of other Asian nations. 
- Washington should avoid repeating Beijing’s mistakes and offer a clear alternative 
in word and deed to China’s “Wolf Warrior” diplomacy. 
- Moves such as demanding that a G-7 communiqué refer to COVID-19 as the 
“Wuhan virus” and blocking mask shipments to close allies are the kind of 
counterproductive bullying that the U.S. should leave to China. 
- Asian nations will not be able to avoid making difficult policy choices and 
investments to preserve their sovereignty and strategic space. As Beijing’s 
confidence in its growing material and military power solidifies, its neighbours will 
need to think carefully about the long-term decisions necessary to preserve an open 
regional order. 
  
U.S. versus China 
- Across the Indo-Pacific, the desire for U.S. leadership remains strong, with 
the U.S. still viewed more favourably than China, according to Pew. 
- Similarly, the U.S. public continues to express widespread support 
for America’s alliances and partnerships. 
- Facing the unprecedented health and economic crises spawned by COVID-19, the 
U.S. and Asian partners will need to coordinate more closely than ever. 
- They have a unique chance to build more equal and capable regional partnerships 
and institutions in the long recovery ahead. 
- Asian countries, too, have an opportunity to continue strengthening their own 
regional networks. 
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GS-I : Social issues 
Equal treatment 
Context: 
-   Supreme Court judgment on entitlements for the disabled people. 
  
Delhi High Court judgment of 2012: 
- In 2012, a university had allowed a 10% concession in the minimum 
eligibility requirement for SC/ST candidates, and 5% concession for 
disabled applicants. This was challenged in the Delhi High Court. 
- In its 2012 judgment in the Anamol Bhandari (minor) through 
his father/Natural Guardian v. Delhi Technological University, the High 
Court ruled against this differential treatment, terming it discriminatory. 
- The major principle behind this judgment was that without imparting proper 
education to those suffering from disabilities, there cannot be any 
meaningful enforcement of their rights as mentioned under the Constitution 
and the prevailing legislation on providing equal opportunities to the disabled 
and protecting their rights. 
  
The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016: 
- The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 aims to empower disabled people. 
This Act replaces the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, 
Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995. 
- The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 fulfills the obligations to 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory. 
  
Salient provisions: 
- The Act defines disability based on an evolving and dynamic concept. The types of 
disabilities covered under the Act have been increased from the existing 7 to 21 and 
the Central Government will have the power to add more types of 
disabilities. 
- The Act envisages certain affirmative measures to ensure that persons with 
disabilities enjoy their rights equally with others. Benefits such as reservation 
in higher education (not less than 5%), government jobs (not less than 
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4%), reservation in the allocation of land, poverty alleviation schemes 
(5% allotment), etc. have been provided for persons with benchmark disabilities. 
- Every child with a benchmark disability between the age group of 6 and 18 
years shall have the right to free education. Government-funded educational 
institutions as well as the government recognized institutions will have to provide 
inclusive education to children with disabilities. 
- National and State Fund will be created to provide financial support to persons 
with disabilities. 
- The Act provides for penalties for offences committed against persons with 
disabilities and also violation of the provisions of the new law. Special Courts would 
be designated in each district to handle such cases. 
  
Details: 
- The SC has upheld the 2012 judgment of the Delhi High Court, holding that 
persons with disabilities are socially backward and hence are entitled to the same 
benefits of relaxation as Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe candidates in public 
employment and education. 
- Similar to how SC/ST candidates get a relaxation of a certain percentage of marks 
to qualify for admission or employment, the same relaxation shall apply to disabled 
candidates too. 
  
Significance of the judgement: 
- Through this judgment, the Supreme Court has recognised the difficulties faced by 
the disabled in accessing education or employment, regardless of their social status. 
People suffering from disability have always been an under-privileged and under-
represented section. 
- There is the issue of low literacy and employment rates among persons with 
disabilities. 
- As per the 2001 Census, in educational indicators, illiteracy among the disabled 
was much higher than the general population figure. The share of disabled children 
out of school was quite higher than other major social categories. The 2001 Census 
put the illiteracy rate among the disabled at 51%. 
- According to a study, only 34 lakh of the about 1.34 crore people with disabilities 
(PwDs) in the employable age have a job in India. 
- The judgment could help alleviate some of the difficulties faced by this section 
through this affirmative action. 
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- According to the National Statistical Office (NSO) survey, the overall percentage of 
persons with disabilities in the population is around 2.2 percent. This significant 
segment of the population should not be left out of social and economic 
advancement. 
  
Concerns: 
- A counterpoint to the idea of eliminating the distinction between the disabled and 
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes is that this could end up equating 
physical or mental disability with social disability and the experience of 
untouchability suffered by marginalised sections for centuries. 
- This would allow disabled persons from a traditionally privileged community an 
advantage over those suffering from a historical social disability. 
 
GS-III : Economic Issues 
Improvement in economy might slow down or even stagnate in the 
second quarter 
Context: 
The article discusses the economic impact of the pandemic and analyzes India’s 
approach. 
  
Details: 
- Reopening of the economy post the lockdown phase has led to some improvement 
in economic activity towards the latter part of the April-June quarter. 
- However, there are concerns that the improvement in economic activity is unlikely 
to sustain. There are concerns that in the July-September quarter, the pace of 
economic growth would slow down or even stagnate and fall. 
- CRISIL Ltd foresees a 25 percent contraction in India’s GDP in the first quarter of 
the current financial year, and a 5 percent contraction for the entire fiscal year. It 
estimates a permanent loss of 10 percent of GDP for India. 
- Despite the improvements in some sectors like the grocery and pharmacy sectors, 
they have been below their pre-COVID levels. 
  
Existing pressures: 
- The COVID-19 pandemic struck at a time when India was growing at its slowest 
pace (4.2 percent in 2019-20) since the global financial crisis, lowering 
demand and economic activity. 
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- The pandemic has led to a big reduction in incomes and loss of sources of 
livelihood. 
  
Lockdown approach: 
- The major approach to containing the spread of COVID-19 in India has been 
its reliance on lockdown and social distancing. 
- The longer the lockdown, the greater is the impact on livelihoods. That, in turn, 
necessitates income support for vulnerable households and financial support for 
susceptible businesses. This becomes a challenge due to the current fiscal pressure. 
- Regions that have accounted for the fast spread of COVID-19 have reintroduced 
containment measures, which will adversely impact economic activity. 
- The partial unlocking of the economy and the back and forth on containment 
measures will continue to pose a hindrance to supply chains, transportation and 
logistics. 
  
Inadequate responses: 
- The monetary measures announced after the pandemic do not have the 
potential to trigger an economic recovery because of the underlying issue of rising 
financial sector stress and lack of fiscal space. 
  
India’s vulnerability: 
- The economic recovery look will depend on the shape the COVID-19 infection 
curve takes. 
- Given India’s high population density and weak health infrastructure, a rapid 
outbreak and crumbling of the system are not impossible. 
  
India’s approach to the problem: 
- Unlike most countries which have announced large fiscal stimulus to revive their 
economies, India has followed a calibrated approach, which does not lean much 
on direct fiscal spending, but emphasizes on reforms. 
- There are risks to both these contrasting approaches. The effectiveness of a 
generous stimulus is reduced by a rise in precautionary savings among households. 
Further, if there is a second wave, it raises the question of whether there will be 
enough fiscal ammunition left. 
- The risk with India’s approach is that too little a stimulus can hurt the productive 
capacity of the economy and complicate the recovery process. 
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Conclusion: 
- An interesting aspect of the government’s economic package has been the 
emphasis on economic reforms, particularly in agriculture and mining. 
- This would, by helping improve medium-term growth prospects over time, also 
help control the rise in the debt-to-GDP ratio and make it easier for the 
government to consider a fiscal push. 
- These reforms need to be relentlessly pursued, complemented by other reforms to 
improve the business environment. 
 
GS-III : Health 
Milestone of a million: On India’s COVID-19 numbers 
-   If it took 109 days to reach 1,00,000 cases but just 15 days to double, the days 
taken to add each additional one lakh cases have been shrinking; the last two 
additions of one lakh cases to reach one million took just three days each. The 
number of confirmed infections and deaths crossed grim milestones —
 one million and 25,000, respectively. 
  
Increasing positivity rate in India-Indication of Community 
transmission 
-   While the rising fresh cases reported each day could be ascribed to increased 
testing, the underlying reason for the case rise is undoubtedly the wide 
spread of the virus in the community. 
-   With surveillance not being commendable, the 10.3% test positivity rate 
nationally in the last few days shows that a very large pool of infections 
remains undiagnosed. 
- Though the number of tests done daily has now crossed three lakh, 
the high test positivity rate underscores the need to increase the number of 
daily tests, by at least a few-fold. 
-   Any delay in tracing, testing and isolating the infected and their contacts 
will only lead to an unimaginable spread of the virus. 
  
Progress of states to contain the spread 
-    Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, which initially appeared to have 
contained the virus spread, have seen sharp surges. 
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-   Aggressive tracing and testing helped Chennai reduce the surge. But the 
coming days will reveal if its 12-day lockdown in June had greatly contributed to 
this.  
-   While Delhi appears to have hammered down the test positivity rate in recent 
weeks, over-reliance on rapid antigen tests, which have low sensitivity, raises 
concerns about true case detection. 
-   Maharashtra appears to have pulled off a coup in Dharavi through outstanding 
work, but like Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, the State has been witnessing a spike in 
other districts. 
-   With a 9.1% test positivity rate, Gujarat has made no attempts to greatly 
increase daily tests but instead appears to be disingenuously limiting the number 
of daily tests to keep fresh cases per day under check. 
-   Telangana too, with a test positivity rate of 18.4%, has made no great effort 
to increase daily tests, which have crossed 13,000 only in the last couple of days. 
-    Telangana defies the trend of rising cases during the pandemic, raising serious 
concern about its numbers. 
Examples such as New York have shown that it is never too late to bend the curve. 
But for that, States need to fight the virus, not manage the data. 
  
Note 
-  India’s Covid-19 positivity rate has been recorded at 9.9 per cent, meaning almost 
10 out of every 100 people who have been tested is found to be infected with the 
coronavirus. 
-   A high positivity rate is also indicative of higher infection in the community and 
points to the need for ramping up testing. According to experts, whenever 
positivity rate crosses 10, it is an indication that testing is not keeping pace with 
rise in cases. 
  
GS-II : International Relations 
Iran ties need quiet diplomacy 
By, Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the 
Observer Research Foundation 
Context 
- Recent reports that Iran’s Transport and Urban Development Minister had 
launched the track laying programme for the 628 km long rail 
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link between Chabahar and Zahidan last week sparked concerns that India was 
being excluded from the project. 
- Iran has since clarified that it is not the case and India could join the project at 
a later stage. This keeps the door open for Ircon International Limited (IRCON) 
which has been associated with the project even as India continues with the 
development of Chabahar port. 
  
Connectivity for Afghanistan 
- Providing connectivity for Afghanistan through Iran in order to lessen its 
dependence on Karachi port has enjoyed support in Delhi, Kabul and Tehran 
since 2003. 
- Chabahar port on Iran’s Makran coast, just 1,000 km from Kandla, is 
well situated but road and rail links from Chabahar to Zahidan and then 200 km 
further on to Zaranj in Afghanistan, need to be built. 
- With Iran under sanctions during the Ahmadinejad years (2005-13), there 
was little progress. 
- IRCON had prepared engineering studies estimating that the 800 km long railway 
project would need an outlay of $1.6 billion. 
- Meanwhile, India concentrated on the 220 km road to connect Zaranj to 
Delaram on the Herat highway. This was completed in 2008 at a cost of 
$150 million. 
- Things moved forward after 2015 when sanctions on Iran eased with the 
signing of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, or the Iran nuclear deal. 
- A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed with Iran during 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Tehran in 2016 to equip and operate 
two terminals at the Shahid Beheshti port as part of Phase I of the project. 
- Another milestone was the signing of the Trilateral Agreement on 
Establishment of International Transport and Transit 
Corridor between Afghanistan, Iran and India. 
- In addition to $85 million of capital investment, India also committed to provide 
a line of credit of $150 million for port container tracks. 
- Phase I was declared operational in 2018 and India’s wheat shipments to 
Afghanistan have been using this route. A special economic zone (SEZ) at 
Chabahar was planned but re-imposition of U.S. sanctions has slowed 
investments into the SEZ. 
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- India was given a waiver from U.S. sanctions to continue cooperation on 
Chabahar as it contributed to Afghanistan’s development. 
- Despite the waiver, the project has suffered delays because of the time taken 
by the U.S. Treasury to actually clear the import of heavy equipment such 
as rail mounted gantry cranes, mobile harbour cranes, etc. 
- With regard to the rail-track project, a financing MoU was signed under which 
India undertook to provide $500 million worth of rolling stock and signalling 
equipment including $150 million of steel rail tracks. 
- In fact, the railway tracks currently being laid are those supplied by IRCON. 
- Iranian responsibility was for local works of land levelling and 
procurement. 
- The MoU between IRCON and Iran’s Construction and Development of 
Transportation Infrastructures Company (CDTIC) expired last year. 
Further, Khatab al Anbiya, the Iranian company undertaking some of the 
works, was listed by the U.S. as special designated entity, leading IRCON to 
suggest to the Iranians to appoint another contractor. 
(A Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons, or an 'SDN', is an 
individual, entity, or organization deemed detrimental to the security of the 
United States.) 
- Meanwhile, Iran has ambitious plans to extend the railway line from Zahidan 
to Mashad (about 1,000 km) and then another 150 km onwards to Sarakhs on 
the border with Turkmenistan. 
- Another plan is to link it with the International North-South Transport 
Corridor towards Bandar Anzali on the Caspian Sea. 
- In 2011, a consortium of seven Indian companies led by Steel Authority of India 
Limited had also successfully bid for mining rights at Hajigak mines in 
Afghanistan that contain large reserves of iron ore. However, developments at 
Hajigak remain stalled because of the precarious security situation in 
Afghanistan continues. 
  
Why Iran needs China 
- In January 2016, just as sanctions were eased, Chinese President Xi Jinping visited 
Tehran and proposed a long-term comprehensive, strategic partnership 
programme that would involve Chinese investment in Iranian infrastructure 
and assured supplies of Iranian oil and gas at concessional rates. 
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- Reluctant to be tied into too close a Chinese embrace, Iran kept the negotiations 
going for years. China patiently permitted a limited barter trade; China 
Petroleum & Chemical Corporation (SINOPEC) prolonged its negotiations on 
developing the Yadavaran oilfield while China National Petroleum Corporation 
(CNPC) pulled out of the South Pars gas project last year, after initially promising to 
take over the French company Total’s stake. 
- Meanwhile, tensions in the region have been growing since last year 
with missile strikes in Saudi Arabia claimed by the Houthis and a U.S. drone 
strike in January killing Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) chief 
Gen. Qassim Soleimani. 
- During the last four weeks, there have been more than half-a-dozen mysterious 
explosions including at the ballistic missile liquid fuel production facility 
at Khojir, the advanced centrifuge assembly shed in Natanz and the 
shipyard at Bushehr. 
- Reports attribute these to U.S. and Israeli agencies in an attempt to provoke Iran 
before the U.S. elections. 
- In May, the U.S. announced that it wanted the UN Security Council (UNSC) 
to continue the ban on Iranian acquisition of conventional weapons. 
- UNSC Resolution 2231 was adopted in July 2015 by consensus to endorse 
the JCPOA and contains a five-year restriction on Iran’s importing conventional 
weapons that ends on October 18. 
- Even though the U.S. unilaterally quit the JCPOA, it is threatening to invoke 
the automatic snapback of sanctions provisions of JCPOA. 
- The United Kingdom and France have criticised the U.S.’s duplicity but 
are unlikely to exercise a veto. 
  
Tehran’s balancing act 
- Just as it has been a tricky exercise for India to navigate between the U.S. and Iran 
to keep the Chabahar project going, the Rouhani administration has found it a 
difficult balancing act to manage the hardliners at home while coping with 
Trump administration’s policy of ‘maximum pressure’. 
- Russia and China are the only countries to veto the U.S.’s moves in the 
UNSC. 
- Even so, the Iran- China comprehensive, strategic partnership road map 
has run into opposition in the Majlis. 
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- After the recent elections, the Reformists are down from 120 seats to 20 while 
the Principlists (Conservatives) are up from 86 to 221 seats in a house of 
290 members. 
- Hard liners have accused Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif of undue 
secrecy surrounding the agreement amid rumours that China may be taking 
over Kish island and that Chinese troops would be stationed in Iran to secure 
Chinese companies and investments. 
  
Advantages and a lesson 
- Iran may well be considering a long-term partnership with China, 
but Iranian negotiators are wary of growing Chinese mercantilist tendencies. 
- It is true that China has greater capacity to resist U.S. sanctions compared 
to India but Iran realises the advantage of working with its only partner 
that enjoys a sanctions waiver from U.S. for Chabahar since it 
provides connectivity for land-locked Afghanistan. 
- Iran and India also share an antipathy to a Taliban takeover in Afghanistan. 
  
Way ahead 
- This is why Iran would like to keep the door open. Nevertheless, India needs to 
improve its implementation record of infrastructure projects that it has 
taken up in its neighbourhood. 
-  There are numerous tales of Indian cooperation projects in Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, etc suffering delays and cost overruns that only 
make it easier for China to expand its footprint in India’s neighbourhood. 
The key is to continue to remain politically engaged with Iran so that there is a better 
appreciation of each other’s sensitivities and compulsions. 
 
GS-II : Education 
University examination guidelines that score low 
Context 
-   The University Grants Commission’s (UGC) guidelines of July 6, 2020 on 
conducting final-year examinations for university students have created a storm. 
-   Delhi University students have termed the decision arbitrary and discriminatory, 
and have challenged it in the Delhi High Court. 
-   The guidelines state that performance in examinations is necessary for “reflection 
of competence, performance and credibility that is necessary for global acceptability. 
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Ground realities 
-   It is a matter of concern that our education system continues to 
be examination-centric . 
-   Most examinations in India merely test an ability to recall facts or 
information rather than an understanding of those facts or an ability to use 
them in practical situations. 
-   Most teachers too are not trained in setting good papers particularly 
for online open-book examinations. 
-   Certification through examination is important but cannot and should not 
be the sole goal of education. 
-   Hundreds of our students every year take unfortunate steps because 
of examination stress. A one size fits all cannot apply to our universities as we 
have all kinds of universities, i.e. unitary, affiliating, private and subject specific. 
-   The UGC was fundamentally meant to be the fund granting institution as 
is clear from its nomenclature. But the UGC Act 1956 does confer on it the power 
of ‘coordination and determination of standards’ in universities as well 
and, therefore, it has become the regulator of higher education. 
-   Today, the higher education sector is overregulated and underfunded. 
-   The present government at the Centre wants to replace the UGC with a higher 
education commission. 
-   Since universities are autonomous bodies, in these testing times this autonomy 
can help us in finding solutions keeping in view the specific situation of each 
university. 
-   While the decision to cancel final year exams by few states has been justified by 
reference to other universities across the world, the systems that these universities 
are following are largely accommodative of students’ concerns. In fact in foreign 
universities, each teacher has the freedom to devise his own evaluation 
mechanism. 
  
The shadow of the virus 
-   If the virus continues to spread, no university administration will be in a position 
to announce examinations, and students will continue to be in a limbo about their 
future. 
-   In normal circumstances, examinations would have been conducted and either 
results announced or provisional certificates given by this time. These help students 
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who are graduating confirm their admissions in institutes of higher education or 
report at their places of employment by furnishing proof of them having completed 
the course. 
-   The current system does not provide for any such possibility. 
-   Although universities which are smaller in size of student intake have started 
online classes, big traditional universities and the colleges affiliated thereto already 
lack the assurance of starting of the next academic year. 
  
More discrimination possible 
-   In case the infection does not subside (which seems to be the real prospect as per 
the World Health Organization’s latest communication), it would mean that the 
UGC either extends the deadline further or universities are forced to 
conduct online exams. 
-    In the latter case, the UGC would have imposed a patently discriminatory 
policy on the students — issues with access to the Internet, electricity and 
study materials, as well as a lack of a study environment in homes would go 
unaddressed — and it would only manifest the disparity prevalent in the education 
system. 
-   The elite, with the privilege of being unaffected by the crisis caused by 
the infection as well as its economic ramifications will be much better placed 
than their peers without the same level of assuredness. 
-   The whole purpose of university acting as an equaliser will be 
lost. Students from a humble background, from remote areas and those 
with doctors/health workers as parents or are coronavirus positive in 
families would be at a disadvantage. 
-  Finally, what is baffling is the idea that just one semester of examinations will 
be determinative of the integrity and value of a degree for which students 
would have worked hard for six to 10 semesters, and have also appeared for internal 
examinations for the sixth or 10th semester. 
-   It is difficult to understand why the last semester examination is so sacrosanct 
when our curriculum follows the cumulative rather than the hierarchical system. 
  
Way ahead 
-   Unprecedented times call for bold steps and unprecedented decisions, and the 
UGC must act accordingly. 
-   Let the mental health of students and their anxieties be taken into account 
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GS-II : Judiciary 
Plea bargaining 
What is plea bargaining and how does it work? 
Context 
* Many members of the Tablighi Jamaat belonging to different countries 
have obtained release from court cases in recent days by means of plea 
bargaining. 
* Accused of violating visa conditions by attending a religious congregation in 
Delhi, these foreign nationals have walked free after pleading guilty to minor 
offences and paying the fines imposed by the court. 
* These cases have brought the focus on plea bargaining as a practice by which 
time consuming trials can be avoided. 
* Even though plea bargaining is available to those accused of criminal 
offences in India for over a decade, it is not yet common. 
  
When was it introduced in India? 
* Plea bargaining refers to a person charged with a criminal offence 
negotiating with the prosecution for a lesser punishment than what is 
provided in law by pleading guilty to a less serious offence. 
* It is common in the United States, and has been a successful method of 
avoiding protracted and complicated trials. As a result, conviction rates 
are significantly high there. 
* It primarily involves pre-trial negotiations between the accused and the 
prosecutor. It may involve bargaining on the charge or in the quantum of sentence. 
* In India, the concept was not part of law until 2006. There has always been a 
provision in the Code of Criminal Procedure for an accused to plead ‘guilty’ instead 
of claiming the right to a full trial, but it is not the same as plea bargaining. 
* The Law Commission of India, in its 142nd Report, mooted the idea of 
“concessional treatment” of those who plead guilty on their own volition, but 
was careful to underscore that it would not involve any plea bargaining or “haggling” 
with the prosecution. 
* Plea bargaining was introduced in 2006 as part of a set of amendments to the 
CrPC as Chapter XXI-A, containing Sections 265A to 265L. 
  
In what circumstances is it allowed? How does it work? 
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* Unlike in the U.S. and other countries, where the prosecutor plays a key role in 
bargaining with the suspected offender, the Indian code makes plea bargaining a 
process that can be initiated only by the accused; further, the accused will have to 
apply to the court for invoking the benefit of bargaining. 
* Cases for which the practice is allowed are limited. 
* Only someone who has been charge sheeted for an offence that does not 
attract the death sentence, life sentence or a prison term above seven 
years can make use of the scheme under Chapter XXI-A. 
* It is also applicable to private complaints of which a criminal court has taken 
cognisance. 
* Other categories of cases that cannot be disposed of through plea bargaining are 
those that involve offences affecting the “socio-economic conditions” of the 
country, or committed against a woman or a child below the age of 14. 
* The applicant should approach the court with a petition and affidavit stating that it 
is a voluntary preference and that he has understood the nature and extent of 
punishment provided in law for the offence. 
* The court would then issue notice to the prosecutor and the complainant or victim, 
if any, for a hearing. 
* The voluntary nature of the application must be ascertained by the judge in an in-
camera hearing at which the other side should not be present. 
* Thereafter, the court may permit the prosecutor, the investigating officer 
and the victim to hold a meeting for a “satisfactory disposition of the 
case”. 
* The outcome may involve payment of compensation and other expenses to 
the victim by the accused. 
* Once mutual satisfaction is reached, the court shall formalise the arrangement by 
way of a report signed by all the parties and the presiding officer. 
* The accused may be sentenced to a prison term that is half the minimum period 
fixed for the offence. If there is no minimum term prescribed, the sentence should 
run up to one-fourth of the maximum sentence stipulated in law. 
  
What is the rationale for the scheme? What are its benefits? 
* The Justice Malimath Committee on reforms of the criminal justice 
system endorsed the various recommendations of the Law 
Commission with regard to plea bargaining. 
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* Some of the advantages it culled out from earlier reports are that the practice 
would ensure speedy trial, end uncertainty over the outcome of criminal 
cases, save litigation costs and relieve the parties of anxiety. 
* It would also have a dramatic impact on conviction rates. 
* Prolonged incarceration of undertrials without any progress in the case for 
years and overcrowding of prisons were also other factors that may be cited in 
support of reducing pendency of cases and decongesting prisons through plea 
bargaining. 
  
 GS-II : International Relations 
Why is India out of the Chabahar rail project? 
-   The inauguration of a track-laying project from Iran’s Chabahar port to 
Zahedan on the border with Afghanistan on July 7, has ensured that Chabahar is 
once again in the middle of a storm over the fate of India’s investment there. 
-   The port project along Iran’s southern coast in the Sistan-Baluchistan province 
has been a part of discussions between New Delhi and Tehran since their first 
agreement to develop it, in 2003. State-owned Ircon International Limited (IRCON) 
was associated with the rail project even as India acted quickly to develop Chabahar 
port facilities. 
-  Over the years, the Chabahar project has grown, and now envisages a port, a free 
trade zone, the 628-km railway line to Zahedan, and then the little over 1,000-km 
track to Sarakhs on the border with Turkmenistan. 
  
What ties India to Chabahar? 
-   India-Iran relations are historic and New Delhi has sought to maintain these ties 
in the face of opposition from Iran’s adversaries, namely the United States, 
Saudi Arabia and Israel. 
-   A major trade and connectivity hub on Iran’s coast not only gives India 
an alternative route to Afghanistan, bypassing Pakistan, but also has the 
potential to provide an Indian strategic counter to Pakistan’s Gwadar 
port being developed by China right next door to Chabahar. 
-   The Chabahar trade zone could be an important weigh station for India’s energy 
imports and food and material exports coming from Kandla and Mundra 
ports. 
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-   And the rail project will allow India an independent corridor not only to 
Afghanistan, which Pakistan has denied it, but also to Central Asia and Russia 
someday. 
  
What happened to the rail project? 
-   While the Chabahar port development has moved forward in the last 
five years, the railway line languished. 
-   Iran said it was moving ahead to build the Chabahar-Zahedan line on its own this 
month, with approximately $400 million from the National Development Fund of 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 
  
What was the hitch? 
-   U.S. placed heavy sanctions on Iran until nuclear talks between the P-5+1 
(the U.S., the U.K., France, China, Russia and Germany) that began in 
2006, ended successfully with the signing of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) in 2015. 
-   As a result, while India continued to negotiate for Chabahar, it was not until after 
the sanctions were lifted that talks could make headway. 
-   In 2016, the Chabahar agreement, which included the Trilateral 
Agreement on Establishment of International Transport and Transit 
Corridor between Afghanistan, Iran and India . 
-   It also included the port project and the railway line to be built and funded 
by IRCON for $1.6 billion. 
-   In 2018, however, U.S. President Donald Trump overturned the 
JCPOA, and re-imposed stringent sanctions on Iran. 
-   This meant India’s energy imports from Iran, which was its third largest supplier, 
had to be dropped to zero. 
-   Bilateral trade, which depended on a rupee-rial exchange mechanism also 
stopped. 
-   The U.S. gave Chabahar port and rail line a special waiver or “carve-out”, but 
the sanctions made it very difficult for companies dealing with the U.S. to 
participate in the project. 
  
Are other projects hit too? 
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-   The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has disclosed that India’s ONGC Videsh 
Ltd (OVL) has been cut out of the development of an Iranian gas field 
project, Farzad B; both sides had been in talks since 2009. 
-   On the Chabahar-Zahedan rail project, the MEA said IRCON had completed its 
feasibility studies by December 2019, three years after the memorandum of 
understanding was signed, but that it had not heard back from Iran. 
-   In the meanwhile, Iranian Railway authorities have begun laying tracks. 
-   An Iranian official told The Hindu, “In the absence of an active Indian 
engagement and partnership, it is currently under construction by Iranian funding 
and engineering capacities.” 
-   Both New Delhi and Tehran have left the door open for IRCON to return to the 
project at a later date, but for the moment, India is not a part of the railway 
construction. 
  
What is the China angle? 
-   The announcements on the two projects come even as news filters in of a China-
Iran 25-year partnership for $400 billion to build infrastructure and 
energy resources in Iran, giving the impression that Iran may be relying more 
and more on Beijing. 
  
Has India lost an opportunity? 
-   India’s stakes in Chabahar remain strong, and no matter who builds the railway 
line, Indian trade could still find its way to Afghanistan and Central Asia. 
-   India’s monetary losses are minimal, as it had not invested money or material on 
the rail line yet. 
-   There is the worry of reputational damage from the idea that India gave in to U.S. 
sanctions, a departure from the past. China’s growing inroads in Iran could make 
Indian projects there more unviable. 
-   The largest worry is that Chabahar, the enduring symbol of India-Iran 
friendship, could become collateral damage in a larger proxy war 
between the U.S. and China. 
 
GS-II : International Relations 
Make the right call on ‘Malabar’ going Quad 
Context: 
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-   There have been reports that India could soon invite Australia to join the 
Malabar naval exercises to be held later in 2020. 
-   According to reports, a key meeting of India’s Ministry of Defence discussed the 
issue of adding Australia to the trilateral Malabar naval exercise with Japan and the 
United States in the Bay of Bengal. 
-   The move to include Australia would mark a major shift for India’s Indo-Pacific 
plans. 
-   Inclusion of Australia would make it the first time since 2007 that all members of 
Quad will participate in a joint military drill, aimed apparently at China. 
Issues: 
-   The article argues that the benefits or gains for India in the strategic-operational 
realm would be limited as compared to the cost of participating in the quadrilateral 
engagement. 
New conflict point: 
-   China has long opposed QUAD coalition and the Chinese leadership sees 
the maritime quadrilateral as an Asian-NATO that seeks only to contain 
China’s rise. 
-   At a time of strained bilateral ties with China, India’s intention to involve 
Australia in the Malabar drill could only be construed as a move directed against 
China. At a time when India and China are negotiating a truce on the border in 
Eastern Ladakh, India’s invitation to Australia to participate in the Malabar exercise 
sends contrary signals to China. 
-   China would view the move by India as a pressure tactic on China and a move 
aimed at expanding India’s sphere of influence into the entire Indian 
Ocean and the South Pacific. 
-   This move could invite retaliatory moves by China. China could respond 
through aggressive posturing in the Eastern Indian Ocean, which could lead 
to the opening up of a new front in the India-China conflict. 
Modest gains: 
-   India’s priority for the Indian Ocean region is to acquire strategic 
capabilities to counter a Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean. 
-   Though India possesses airborne surveillance capabilities, the Indian 
Navy is yet to develop the undersea capability to deter Chinese submarines in the 
eastern Indian Ocean. 
-   U.S. defence companies have been hesitant to part with proprietary technology 
related to vital anti-submarine warfare technology. Cooperation with the U.S. 
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and Japan without attendant benefits of strategic technology transfers will not 
improve the Indian Navy’s deterrence potential in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
-   Notably, neither the U.S. nor Japan believes China’s threats in the Indian Ocean 
equal the challenges China poses in the Pacific. While they may engage in the 
occasional naval exercise in the Bay of Bengal, the U.S. and Japanese navies 
have little spare capacity for sustained surveillance and deterrence 
operations in the IOR. Australia, ironically, is the only one ready and able 
to partner India in securing the Eastern Indian Ocean. 
-   Naval coalition-building alone may not credibly deter Chinese naval power in the 
Indian Ocean. 
-   Upgrading the trilateral Malabar to a quadrilateral, without acquiring the 
requisite combat and deterrence capability, could yield gains for India in the short 
term, but would prove ineffective in the long run. 
Strategic autonomy: 
-   The strategic contest between the U.S. and China in East Asia and Southeast Asia 
has been increasing. 
-   In recent days, China has stepped up its naval presence in the South China Sea, 
even as the U.S. has directed three aircraft carrier groups — USS Theodore 
Roosevelt, USS Nimitz and USS Ronald Reagan — to the region, in a seeming 
bid to counter the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN). 
-   In such a scenario, there is every possibility that the military-Quad will be used 
to draw India into the security dynamics of the Asia-Pacific. The U.S. would 
expect its Indo-Pacific partners, including India, to assist the U.S. Navy in its 
South China Sea endeavour. 
Premature move:         
-   There are concerns that it might be premature for Delhi to initiate multilateral 
engagement with Quad partners. 
-   A balancing coalition must come together when the nature and magnitude of the 
threat are wholly manifest. 
-   The article argues that despite a growing presence in the Indian Ocean, the PLAN 
is yet to physically threaten Indian interests at sea. 
-   Chinese warships have not challenged Indian sovereignty. Nor have PLAN assets 
impeded the passage of Indian merchantmen in the regional sea lanes and 
chokepoints. 
-   The article argues that choosing to up the ante would only precipitate a crisis in 
the Eastern Indian Ocean and would have retaliatory moves from China. 
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Counter-arguments: 
-   Many Indian defence and strategic issues experts have welcomed the 
development, hailing it as a long-overdue move. Some experts have argued that the 
rationale for a quartet and perhaps the inclusion of more nations in future Malabar 
exercises has never been stronger. 
Chinese presence in IOR: 
-   China has also been involved in deployments, exercises and 
military hardware relationships with an increasing number of nations in the 
“Indo-Afro-Pacific” which can neither be ignored nor left bereft of counter-
measures. 
-   Chinese research and intelligence ship presence close to the Andaman Islands has 
relatively expanded. 
Chinese assertiveness: 
-   Appeasing China has been counter-productive. In fact, China has been accused of 
increasing assertiveness in its actions. 
-   Following the stand-off in Ladakh, many Indian analysts believe the time is right 
for India to shed its traditional defensiveness in the maritime domain. An alliance 
with the U.S., Japan and Australia to counter Chinese moves in the Indian Ocean 
could help in this direction. 
-   Expanded Malabar participation points to the emergence of a structured 
maritime coalition in the Indo-Pacific, amounting to an emergent defence maritime 
architecture vis-à-vis a revisionist China. It is an indication of resistance to any 
aggressive posturing and change in status quo in the region. 
-   The quadrilateral dialogue that includes Australia can have meaning only when it 
is ready to take robust steps that include military-operational potential. 
Deepening alliances: 
-   The move will allow India to bolster its security and defence mechanisms 
by synergizing ties with countries that have a converging Indo-Pacific 
outlook, namely its Quad partners. 
-   Considering that Australia also shares similar security challenges in the Indo-
Pacific region as India in the present context, its inclusion would be a pragmatic 
decision. 
Australia’s role: 
-   Australia’s inclusion in the Malabar naval exercises would strengthen not only the 
maritime perspectives shared by India and Australia but also their cooperative 
vision in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
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-   Involving Australia, a two-ocean maritime power with competence in 
the South Pacific, will strengthen the interoperability of the Quad navies and 
allow maritime domain awareness to emerge as a major point of cooperation 
between India and Australia. 
Maritime security: 
-   The IOR is fast becoming one of the most crucial geopolitical and economic areas 
of the world and there has been a rise in security concerns. The Indo-Pacific region 
holds immense geo-political and geo-strategic significance for navies around 
the world. 
-   Expanded participation in Malabar will help strengthen regional maritime 
security arrangement in the Indo-Pacific region. 
-   The primary aim of the exercise is to increase interoperability amongst the 
navies as well as develop a common understanding and procedures for maritime 
security operations. The exercise is a demonstration of the joint commitment of 
the nations to address common maritime challenges across the spectrum of 
operations and will go a long way in enhancing maritime security in the Indo-Pacific 
region for the benefit of the global maritime community. 
Way ahead 
-   There is the need for careful thought on India’s moves with respect to the 
quadrilateral engagement. India should reflect on the strategic rationale of the 
military-Quad. 
-   There should be a cost-benefit exercise and any move should lead to 
commensurate gains in the strategic-operational realm for India. 
 
GS-II : Governance 
Why a separate anti-torture law? 
Context: 
-   The alleged torture of a father-son duo in Sattankulam town in Tamil Nadu has 
given rise to the demand for a separate law against torture. 
Background: 
-   In 2017, the Central Government admitted in the Supreme Court that it was 
seriously considering the 273rd Report of the Law Commission that 
recommended ratification of the UN Convention against Torture and other 
Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment (CAT). 
-   CAT was signed by India but is yet to be ratified. 
Existing laws: 
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-   Torture is not defined in the Indian Penal Code, but the definitions 
of ‘hurt’ and ‘grievous hurt’ are clearly laid down. Voluntarily causing hurt 
and grievous hurt to extort confession are dealt with in the Indian Penal Code. 
-   Under the Code of Criminal Procedure, a judicial magistrate inquires into every 
custodial death. 
-   The National Human Rights Commission has laid down specific guidelines for 
conducting autopsy under the eyes of the camera. 
Judicial contributions: 
-   Though the definition of ‘hurt’ does not include mental torture, Indian 
courts through their judgments have included psychic torture, environmental 
coercion, tiring interrogative prolixity, and overbearing and intimidatory methods, 
among others, in the ambit of torture. 
-   The Supreme Court judgment in DK Basu v. State of West Bengal was a 
turning point in the evolving jurisprudence on custodial torture. 
-   The Court’s decision in Nilabati Behera v. State of Orissa 
Issues 
-   The article argues that there being no deficiency in the existing law, the demand 
for a new law may be counter-productive. 
Prevention of Torture Bill: 
-   A fresh draft of the Prevention of Torture Bill was released in 2017. 
-   The article argues that this bill, apart from being vague, was also very harsh for 
the police to discharge its responsibilities without fear of prosecution and 
persecution. 
-   By proposing for the death penalty for custodial death accused, the proposed 
quantum of punishment seems too harsh. 
-   The 262nd Law Commission Report recommended that the death 
penalty be abolished except in cases of ‘terrorism-related offences’. 
-   In the Bill, the proposed registration of every complaint of torture as an FIR and 
blanket denial of anticipatory bail to an accused public servant was not 
reasonable. 
-   As opposed to the intention of having a reformative law, the proposed Bill was not 
a reformative one. It was vague, harsh and retributive in nature. 
Way forward: 
-   Except for minor discrepancies, the prevalent law in India is adequate and well in 
tune with the provisions of CAT and there is a need to further improve on its 
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implementation. There is a need to improve the implementation of the existing laws 
instead of bringing in a new law. 
-   The investigations and the prosecution process are prone to concerns and these 
aspects need to be reformed. 
-   The police need to be trained better. The temptation to use third-degree methods 
must be replaced with scientific skills. 
-   The need of the hour is to strike at the root cause of the problem and implement 
recommendations of various commissions to bring in necessary reforms. 
 
GS-II : Governance  
More than a crisis, a chance to rebuild health care 
Context 
-   The spread in COVID cases in urban agglomerations like Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai 
and Bengaluru points to both the speed and the scale of the epidemic moving within 
densely populated areas as well as success in the way sustained municipal 
efforts and community participation can together blunt the spread of the 
virus. The case of Dharavi is an example. 
Opportunity to act 
-   The Minister of Health highlighted how 49 districts out of the 733 in India 
accounted for 80% of the nearly eight lakh cases, with eight States accounting for 
90% of all the incident cases. 
-   Taking the given numbers at face value, there are on average roughly 250 cases 
per district in about 700 districts; many of these districts may be closer to having no 
cases, while others may be at a significantly higher incidence. Be that as they may be, 
the low numbers in a large number of districts present officials the opportunity of 
stemming the epidemic and preventing morbidity, mortality and economic 
distress in a significant way. 
Key steps at ground level 
-   The first step towards this would be to disaggregate the COVID-19 tracking 
mechanisms and the national level tables and graphs that are updated daily. 
-   There should be 733 district-level versions, where each one is updated 
and reported on a daily basis, at the district level. 
-   The first output of such disaggregation will be to see, with great relief, the number 
of districts with extremely small or no incidence numbers. In order that they retain 
their low incidence status, such districts should be supported with all comprehensive 
testing kits and contact tracing know-how. 
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-   The earlier scheme of designating districts as green, yellow and red will be 
strengthened with this disaggregated reporting. 
-   A significant step in this direction would be to encourage District Magistrates, 
to use the full range of social support schemes available in support of the 
District Health Officer and team, to be able to prevent anyone from facing 
situations of hunger or economic distress. 
-   The testing capacity in the district can be scaled up dramatically by coopting the 
science departments of every college and university. 
-   Thus, chemistry and zoology-allied departments such as microbiology 
and biochemistry can lend their laboratory services to carry out 
basic polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based tests. 
-   This will require administrative imagination and collaboration from the Indian 
Council of Medical Research, the Department of Biotechnology as well as the 
University Grants Commission. 
-   Despite all the current uncertainty, one thing is certain — health care will be a 
reliable career opportunity (from the laboratory to the bedside, and all points in 
between and beyond). 
On testing 
-   One has to look at recent insights into using saliva as the start point for 
testing rather than using a nasopharyngeal swab for sampling. 
-   Wherever testing has been constrained, incidence rates have risen. Epidemics are 
not to be treated as law and order situations with policing. Lockdowns, without on-
demand testing, are administratively easy-to-administer exercises. 
-   Freely available, quality assured testing, even without lockdowns, can achieve far 
more — they inspire confidence among the population, encourage early treatment 
seeking behaviour, and at a public health level, enable the understanding of disease 
dynamics within the community. 
Chance for biotech 
-   The emphasis should also be to encourage innovators and entrepreneurs to 
bring out and scale up their products without making compromises on the standards 
or rigor of evidence needed for regulatory and manufacturing approval. 
-   India is the pharmacy to the world, and with a coordinated effort, the COVID-19 
crisis can provide the Y2K equivalent for India’s biotech and biopharmaceutical 
enterprises. 
-   If with a positive test report, COVID-19 positive individuals were able to monitor 
their own oxygenation status at home, along with basic fever management 
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medicines, and based on predetermined cutoffs, were able to seek and obtain care 
at oxygen equipped care facilities, we would both be building on expanding the 
network of monitoring exponentially, and addressing morbidity earlier in its course. 
-   This requires two bold administrative leaps: ensure every positive diagnosis 
report is also delivered along with a pulse oximeter and phone number to call 
and report status on; and ensure that there would be enough oxygen-equipped 
beds in every nook and corner of the country. 
-   For the roughly 3% to 5% of people who will need more than oxygen support, we 
need to ensure that our doctors, nurses, laboratory personnel and floor workers in 
hospitals are protected with everything they deserve — personal protective 
equipment to safety at home, and salaries on time. 
-   In tandem, critical engagement from Indian biopharmaceutical and biotech 
companies should be encouraged to produce validated and affordable antiviral 
drugs and monoclonal antibodies. 
Way ahead 
-   India’s general health-care spending has been far below optimal. But if 
innovations to help manage the current crisis are suitably capitalised on, they can 
enable India to move far ahead in health-care delivery and related outcomes. 
  
GS-III : Economic issues 
Big reform on the wrong track 
Context 
-   The Indian Railways is the lifeline of India, it is not just a mere transporter of 
passengers and goods but also a social welfare organisation. 
-   While the addition of more trains with high technology coaches to meet passenger 
expectations is a welcome feature, it is the way of privatising these trains that is 
the problem. 
Railway Board on privatisation 
-   The Railway Board says the “objective of the initiative was to introduce modern 
technology rolling stock with reduced maintenance, reduced transit time, boost job 
creation, provide enhanced safety, provide world class travel experience to 
passengers, and also reduce demand supply deficit in the passenger transportation 
sector”. 
-   But this is a step which will lead to dual control and split responsibility, resulting 
in higher fares, depriving the common man of travel by these trains, and 
repercussions in terms of maintenance and operations. 
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Examples of full train privatisation 
-   The United Kingdom and Japan have privatised their rail systems completely and 
not partially, but most countries have retained their rail networks for public 
convenience. 
Process of privatisation in Indian railways 
-   In India, the selection of private parties using the tendering process is now under 
way and proposes two-stage competitive bidding. 
-   While short listing will be based on financial capacity (with sharing of gross 
revenue), the selected parties can fix fares by themselves. 
-   These parties have to pay fixed haulage charges, energy charges based on 
actual consumption, and a share in gross revenue through the bidding 
process. 
-   The main criterion is procurement of coaches by the concessionaire and form 
them into rakes of 16 coaches each, with maintenance at 10 major stations from 
where the trains will operate to their destinations. 
-   For maintenance, existing depots and yard facilities at different 
stations will be made use of. But this will result in conflict as it is a daily 
exercise. Only where adequate facilities are not available, the concessionaire has to 
invest in creating the required facilities. The project entails a total investment of 
?30,000 crore by private enterprises. The cost of investment at each of those 
stations varies from ?2,300 crore to ?3,500 crore. 
Fixing responsibility 
-   According to the project information memorandum issued by the Railway Board, 
railway crew will work the trains (151 trains in 109 routes) which will 
be maintained by the private investor. 
-   All the other infrastructure (track and associated structures, stations, 
signalling, security and their daily maintenance) owned by the Railways 
will be fully utilised in running trains. 
-   Thus, the responsibility of the private investor ends with investment in 
the procurement and maintenance of coaches. 
-   Train operation, safety and dealing with every day problems rests with the 
Railways. 
-   In case of an unfortunate event, how do we fix responsibility when the coaches are 
owned by the investor but operated by the Railways and its staff? 
-   Coaches in India are not of international standard (ICF Design – 1955 
Swiss design or LHB Design (German 2000 design). 
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-   At the time of introduction, these technologies were 20 years old. There have been 
sea changes in coach designs and the Indian Railways should go in for state-of-the-
art coach designs using ‘transfer of technology (ToT) with world leaders. Our coach 
building units are capable of building such train sets with ToT. 
Speed and changes 
-   While raising the maximum running speed to 160 kmph is welcome 
measure, accomplishing this in the timeframe given will be difficult. 
-   Nearly all trunk routes in the existing network are speed limited to 110 kmph 
(maximum speed); very few permit speeds of upto 120-130 kmph. 
-   To raise it to 160 kmph, as proposed, there has to be track strengthening, 
elimination of curves and level crossing gates and strengthening of 
bridges. 
-   It also calls for track fencing especially in densely populated areas. Also, 
from the timings for different trains given by the Railway Board there is no 
appreciable reduction in transit time for most trains when compared with the 
timings of the fastest train now operating on that route. This requires a critical 
review. 
-   It is surprising to note in the proposal that the Railways or government have 
no role in fixing passenger fares. 
-   Full liberty is being given to the concessionaire to unilaterally fix fares for these 
proposed trains that are on a par with air and airconditioned bus fares. 
-   It will be beyond the common man’s reach. 
-   Fare concessions extended to several categories of people will not be made 
available by the private investor. 
-   The very objective of commissioning the Railways as a public welfare 
transport organisation is defeated. 
-   In the private sector, operations are run with an eye on staff costs which can 
endanger safety. 
-   Also, the private investor is not bound to follow reservation regulations 
in employment, in turn depriving employment opportunities for those who are on 
the margins of society. 
-   There should be no need for the government to take a dual role of a facilitator as 
well as a participant. In the case of the metro railway services (Hyderabad, for 
example), an ideal PPP project, the concessionaire is solely responsible for 
daily maintenance, operation, passenger amenities and staff issues. 
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-   The State government steps in when it comes to land, power, permissions, law 
and order, etc. Fare determination is in consultation with the government. 
Think IRCTC 
-    Instead of a private entrepreneur, who would be new to the job, why not entrust 
this to the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation, a government 
undertaking which has gained experience in running the Tejas Express trains? 
-   There will be ‘unity of command’ in maintenance, operation and 
passenger services under the single administration of the Railways and its 
undertaking. 
-   When the government of India is prepared to invest over a lakh-crore rupees to 
introduce the Bullet train on a single sector and which would cater to the elite, why 
not invest in the IRCTC, a government undertaking, in the new project, which will 
serve crores of people across the country? 
  
GS-I : World History 
The meaning of the azan at Hagia Sophia 
By Vivek Katju is a former diplomat 
Context 
-   The decision to convert Hagia Sophia into a mosque has borne out by the welcome 
in Turkey and dismay in the Christian world, especially in Europe. 
The question of secularism 
-   Ankara’s attempts to project this decision as having no impact on the 
country’s secular principles put in place by Mustafa Kamal Ataturk, the 
father of modern Turkey, are futile. 
-   The Turkish state, dominated by Mr. Erdogan for almost two 
decades, has decisively turned its back on secularism though it is desperately 
trying to project otherwise. 
-   In doing so it is tying itself in knots. This was illustrated in the letter of 
the Turkish Ambassador to India to this newspaper on July 16. He stated that 
his government’s decision was based on its respect for the rule of law for 
it was merely following a court decision annulling a 1934 cabinet decision to 
convert an endowed mosque into a museum. 
-   Comparing it to the Indian Supreme Court’s decision in the Ayodhya 
case he noted, “Neither of the decisions has anything to do with the secular 
characters of our democracies”. 

Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2019 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 



36 

Mains CURRENT QIP –E&Y       July-2020 
4E:EXPLAINATION-ELABORATION-ENUMERATION-EXAMINATION 
-   It is strange then that Turkey neither opposed the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation for its concern about the Supreme Court judgment nor does it oppose 
the organisation’s regular criticism of India’s treatment of its Muslim minority. 
A brief history 
-   Friction and contradictions between Christianity and Islam in Europe 
have continued since the conquest of Spain by the Arabs in the second 
decade of the 8th century. 
-   It was only at the close of the 15th century that the last enclave in Spain was 
lost by the Muslims. 
-   Forty years earlier, the Ottoman Turks captured Constantinople, the famed 
capital of the Byzantines, in 1453, and converted the Hagia Sophia 
cathedral into a mosque. 
-   Over the next two centuries, the Ottomans expanded in Europe and at their 
height held, as Professor Malcolm Yapp records, “most of south-eastern Europe 
to the gates of Vienna, including present-day Hungary, the Balkan region, 
Greece and parts of Ukraine”. 
-   By the end of the 17th century, Ottoman vigour was spent and the Christian states 
of Europe gradually gathered together to begin to push the Turks out of Europe. But 
that process was only over after the First World War. 
-   This history still motivates attitudes and action as seen in the bloodletting in the 
Balkans after Yugoslavia’s collapse. 
-   More relevant to Turkey is that these memories have contributed to the strongly-
held view in some European circles that Turkey’s entry into the European 
Union (EU) is incompatible with the Christian roots of Europe. 
-   Former French President Valery Giscard d’Estaing alluded to this in 
2002 when he said Turkey, which had “a different culture, a different 
approach, a different way of life”, should never be allowed to become an 
EU member. 
-   Becoming an EU member has been a major aim of Turkish foreign policy for 
decades. Such attitudes contributed to the weakening of Turkish 
secularism. Europe never embraced the country. That strengthened 
Islamic forces who have always wanted the return of the Ayasofya mosque. 
A progressive outlook 
-   Secular nationalism was an important ideological marker of the 20th 
century. 
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-   States wedded to Marxist ideologies wished to root out religion from public spaces 
and also as a factor in the lives of their citizens. -   Other polities, whether liberal and 
democratic or authoritarian, were committed to reducing the salience of religion as 
an ingredient in nationalism and in public life . 
-   These were elements of a progressive outlook which influenced political elites not 
only in the developed world but also in de-colonised countries. 
-   Ataturk and his attempts at propelling Turkey into the modern era won him 
admirers including Jawaharlal Nehru. Now the secular impulse is under challenge 
everywhere. 
-   While the progressive view favoured secular nationalism in the Islamic world, its 
political elites were fractured on accepting it as the dominant idea in nation-
building. 
-   This was witnessed in important countries such as Egypt under the 
charismatic Abdel Gamal Nasser whose promotion of the idea of Arab 
nationalism was stoutly opposed by the Islamic Brotherhood as a conspiracy 
against the Islamic faith. 
-   Having secured a homeland for the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent, the 
Pakistani elite was initially ambivalent about the extent of the role of faith in 
constructing the new country’s national ethos. 
-   But it fought a losing battle against the clergy and against those who 
wondered what the rationale of Partition was if Pakistan was not to become 
an Islamic state. 
-   The case of Pakistan is important in the Turkish context because of the close 
relations that came to be established between the armies of the two countries. 
-   The Turkish army was at the vanguard of defending Ataturk’s secularism till it was 
outmanoeuvred by Erdogan. 
-   The Pakistani army under Zia-ul-Haq became the votary of the Nizam-e-
Mustafa. Public affairs were increasingly infused with religiosity. Pervez Musharraf, 
an ardent admirer of Turkey, and a professed votary of ‘moderate’ Islam, could not 
reverse the course set by Zia-ul-Haq. 
-   In Iran, Shah Reza Pehlavi too championed a polity which did not emphasise 
the country’s Islamic credentials. 
-   He was overthrown in 1979. The Islamic Revolution that followed was 
in direct opposition to the principles of secular nationalism. 
-   It established a faith-based Shia polity dominated by clerics. That 
exacerbated the ancient contradictions between Shia and Sunni 
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states but it did compel the Sunni states to gradually move towards granting greater 
space to the Sharia in governance. 
-   But in Turkey, the generals who staged a coup in 1980 reasserted the tradition of 
secular nationalism. Now Mr. Erdogan has contained the army’s influence and the 
generals are instruments of his will. 
-   The public cultures of almost all countries are going to increasingly be based on 
the faith of majorities even if some symbolically seek to incorporate a few elements 
of minority religions. The Ayasofya mosque will clearly point in that direction. 
  
GS-II : Judiciary 
A template to manage temples 
By K. Jayakumar is a former Chief Secretary of Kerala 
Context 
-   In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court has held that the erstwhile 
Travancore royal family is the “human ministrant” or the shebait (manager) 
of the properties belonging to Sri Padmanabha, chief deity of the Sri 
Padmanabhaswamy temple in Thiruvananthapuram. 
-   The judgment also makes it clear that the temple is a public temple and needs 
to be administered with due consideration of the interests of the 
devotees. 
*   The Court has directed the setting up of an administrative committee and an 
advisory committee to carry out these functions. 
Protecting the trust of devotees 
-   In Kerala, Devaswom Boards, comprising members of both government 
and community, manage temples and their properties. 
-   The Padmanabhaswamy temple was kept outside the purview of 
the Travancore Devaswom Board as it was the family temple of the royal 
family. 
-   The Covenant of May 1949 and the Travancore-Cochin Hindu Religious 
Institutions Act, 1950, make it clear that the temple is “vested in trust”. 
-   This presupposes a beneficiary whose trust needs to be protected. In order to 
uphold the trust of the devotees, the temple administration is obliged to ensure 
that the rituals and ceremonies of the temple go on unimpeded. 
-   The Devaswom Boards, which are mandated to administer temples, 
have no scope to tinker with temple rituals or introduce ‘reforms’ with 
regard to temple rituals. 
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-   However, they have the freedom to create facilities for the devotees. 
-   This arrangement is not only peculiar to Kerala. When India became a democratic 
Republic wedded to secular values, these boards or trusts became necessary 
for managing public religious institutions, without governments directly 
dabbling in their administration. 
-   They were conceived as arrangements of knowledgeable devotees who were 
expected to run the show with care. 
-   In many parts of India, there are highly prosperous private and public 
trusts that administer popular shrines and temples with remarkable 
professionalism. 
-   Several trusts do commendable service by offering free food and providing 
facilities to the pilgrims. 
-   As long as the trust of the devotees is upheld, these arrangements go on well. 
-   However, many public trusts and boards have often ignored the welfare of 
devotees. Arrogance and high-handedness have surfaced in many instances. 
When there is congruence of interests between the devotee and trustee, trust 
is upheld. When extraneous considerations like politics, ideology, power, wealth 
etc. creep in, the trust of devotees is betrayed. 
Political interests 
-   The present judgment is an indicator that the coming 
together of individuals of integrity, devotion and professional commitment 
to administer places of worship could be a preferred mechanism. 
-   The order suggests a template for administrative probity and efficiency. I am not 
suggesting that this model should be replicated everywhere, but the principles 
underlying the composition of the committees suggested to administer the 
Padmanabhaswamy temple could very well be employed in other instances too. 
-   The Devaswom Boards and trusts that have been constituted as per 
specific legislation have veered from their lofty ideals underpinning those legal 
provisions. 
-   If several of these boards and trusts have forfeited lands belonging to the temples 
for flippant purposes, or have been unable to protect the valuables of a temple, or 
have become corrupt or inefficient, it is all because of the non-suitability of people 
occupying those positions. 
-   This accounts for the large number of litigation around religious institutions. It is 
not the interest of the devotee that is at the core of many of these disputes, but 
disagreement over authority, and allegations of corruption and misuse of authority. 
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-   The Padmanabhaswamy temple verdict raises the need for moral 
cleansing, professionalising the administration of places of worship, and 
urges us to reinstall trust in the sanctum. 
  
GS-II : International Relations 
The main planks in a counter-China policy 
By, M.K. Narayanan, a former National Security Adviser 
Context: 
- The situation along the China-India border in the Ladakh region is still tense. The 
disengagement process is proving difficult, and the military meetings have not 
resulted in any demonstrable progress regarding troop disengagement/de-
escalation. 
- China seems intent on managing the ground situation to its advantage, and bring 
about a realignment of the LAC. 
Details: 
- India needs to analyze Chinese objectives behind its incursions along the LAC, to 
avoid making a strategic miscalculation during a difficult period. Making sense of 
China’s actions would be critical for India’s response. 
Military option: 
- The author argues that despite repeated incursions by China along the LAC, 
it would be a mistake to think that China is preparing for a conflict over 
territory. The author suggests that India should not be taken in by Western 
propaganda about China’s territorial ambitions and should not presume an 
imminent war based on the following reasons. 
- China is well aware that it cannot be certain whether it will emerge a victor from an 
all-out conflict with India. With this uncertainty, China would never attempt a 
military confrontation. 
- China has set itself two big targets in the form of Made in China 
2025 and China Standards 2035. China cannot and will not jeopardise its future 
targets by a military confrontation with India. 
- Made in China 2025 seeks to engineer a shift for China from being a low-
end manufacturer to becoming a high-end producer of goods. It is a 
key industrial policy for industrial development in China through which China 
aims at becoming a major manufacturing power by the year 2025. 
- The China Standards 2035 plan will lay out a blueprint for China’s 
government and leading technology companies to set global standards 
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for emerging technologies like 5G internet, the Internet of Things (IoT), 
and artificial intelligence, among other areas. This will allow China to 
become a global leader in high-tech innovation. 
- The author argues that India’s strategic thinkers and planners must keep this in 
mind while drawing up plans to counter China’s actions along the border regions. 
- However, India should remain prepared for any eventuality and should urgently 
implement the plans to set up the Mountain Strike Corps divisions. This move is 
bound to deter China far more than the stockpiling of state-of-the-art weapons. 
Non-military options: 
- Although maintaining a strong military is important, even more important 
would be to know when or how to use it. With a country such as Pakistan, the 
military option is more often than not the most suitable one, however, with 
countries such as China, one has to consider a variety of options. 
- India should consider the ‘subtler tools’ of power available to it, rather than only 
considering the military option. India may well find non-military tools not only more 
cost-effective but also less risky. 
Diplomatic offensive: 
- Exploiting the current widespread opposition to China, India must embark on 
a diplomatic offensive to create international opinion in its support 
regarding border violations. 
- A diplomatic offensive, involving the government, business leaders, 
persons of international standing, etc., can achieve a great deal in 
convincing international opinion that India is right and China is wrong, as also 
in conveying a message about India’s peaceful intentions vis-à-vis 
China’s expansionist ambitions. 
Nurturing relations: 
- India should consider building bilateral relations with countries with a view to 
draw their specific attention to China’s aggressive policies and designs. 
- Though countering China’s moves to ‘buy’ influence will not be easy, India could 
use developmental and aid routes to help countries and help win their trust. 
- India can upgrade its technical aid programme to help countries across Asia 
and Africa. 
- Such programmes not only provide an enduring link between India and these 
countries but also help contrast India’s ‘untied aid’ with that of countries such as 
China whose aims are political and economic subjugation. 
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- India’s involvement with the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) could also help India. 
India’s relationship with NAM needs to be revitalised. 
- India must pay particular attention to relations with countries in its 
neighbourhood, such as Nepal and Bangladesh, and allies such as Iran and Vietnam, 
relations with whom have taken a back seat with India being more intent on 
strengthening relations with the West, especially the U.S., and bodies such as the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad). 
- Smaller countries of Asia, which constantly face China’s aggressive interference in 
their internal affairs, have not received much support from India, and this needs 
India’s attention. 
Effective messaging: 
- To effectively counter China’s offensive across the world India must also overhaul 
its ‘messaging’ capacity. Given that in today’s world social media plays a dominant 
role, sustained messaging has become critical. 
- It should make greater use of technology to send across its message and ideas to 
people and countries in its vicinity and across the globe, highlighting its peaceful 
intentions in stark contrast to China’s aggressive policies and tactics. 
A united face: 
- India’s true strength is its unity in diversity. A truly united and resilient India is the 
best antidote to China’s attempts to humble India. The impact of a united India will 
be far greater than establishing closer links with the U.S. or the West. 
Soft power: 
- India derives strength from its spiritual, religious and cultural attributes, 
which are a part of its civilisational heritage. India attaches significant value to 
reaching out to different religions. 
- India has always reached out to the Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, 
with no strings attached. In recent years, possibly with a view to appeasing 
China, India has somewhat distanced itself from the Dalai Lama, which has, without 
doubt, been a mistake that needs to be rectified. 
- Restoring the Dalai Lama to the same level of eminence in India’s official thinking 
should be an important plank in India’s anti-China policy. 
- Simultaneously, India should also make efforts in propagating ‘Himalayan 
Buddhism’ which China has been seeking to subvert. India’s credentials here far 
outweigh that of China’s and should produce excellent dividends. It needs to become 
a key plank in India’s ‘forward policy’. 
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GS-III : Economic Issues 
The COVID-19 fiscal response and India’s standing 
Context: 
- The article analyzes the COVID-19 fiscal response in other developing countries 
and evaluates India’s fiscal response. 
- The article utilizes data from the International Monetary Fund Policy 
Tracker, the COVID-19 Economic Stimulus Index (CESI) of Ceyhun Elgin 
at Columbia University, and the World Bank to understand the COVID-19 
fiscal response of different countries. 
Fiscal response in developing countries: 
Cash transfers: 
- Cash transfers constitute the largest category of support provided by the 
governments of developing countries. This has been the prominent demand-side 
intervention in developing countries. 
- Of the World Bank’s list of 621 measures across 173 countries, half were cash-
based. 
- The World Bank reports that, on average, such transfers amount to 30% of 
monthly GDP per capita, reaching 46% for lower-middle-income countries, for 
an average of three months. 
- Countries have also significantly expanded coverage of their cash transfer 
programmes from pre-COVID-19 levels. 
- Countries like Bangladesh and Indonesia have increased the number of 
beneficiaries. Indonesia’s cash schemes now cover almost 60% of the population. 
Indonesia has created two new unconditional cash schemes to reach 20 million 
individuals in urban and rural settings excluded from the current social protection 
measures. 
Other measures: 
- Other significant measures related to food assistance (23%) or 
waiver/postponement of financial obligations (25%). 
- Only 2% related to public works, a clear indication of the popularity of cash 
transfers over public works for income support, perhaps in part due to concerns over 
physical distancing. 
- Countries like Mexico and Indonesia have enlarged their employment schemes and 
allocated higher resources to fund public works schemes. 
Financing: 
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- Developing countries are resorting to drastic means to finance COVID-19 
responses like the amendment of legal budget limits and the enhanced issuance of 
bonds — including a ‘pandemic bond’ by Indonesia. 
- Central banks in many emerging economies are experimenting with purchases of 
public and private bonds in the secondary market (quantitative easing) or directly 
purchasing government bonds on the primary market (monetising the deficit). 
Fiscal response in India: 
- The Atmanirbhar Bharat package has been the major fiscal response in India. The 
total Atmanirbhar package is billed at 10% of GDP. 
- The central government had also initially announced a Rs. 1.7 lakh crore relief 
package – Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and countrywide lockdown, providing free food and cash transfers to 
support the poorest and most vulnerable citizens during the crisis. 
- A significant demand-side intervention in the Atmanirbhar Bharat package was 
?40,000 crore of additional outlay for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
- The government has also extended issuance of free rations under the Public 
Distribution System. 
Financing: 
- The Reserve Bank of India has been buying sovereign bonds in the secondary 
market. 
- There is debate on whether the Indian government should invoke the “escape 
clause” in the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, to enable 
the central bank to directly finance the deficit. 
Concerns: 
Insufficient measures: 
- The article argues that the relief measures do not seem to be commensurate with 
the economic disruption caused by the lockdown. 
- India had one of the most stringent containment measures in place. The extent of 
relief measures announced does not seem to be commensurate with the economic 
disruption and dislocation caused by the severity of the lockdown. 
- Vietnam, Indonesia, Pakistan, and Egypt, all while averaging less stringent 
measures than those in India, have announced stimulus measures that are as large 
or more substantial, as a share of GDP. 
- Before the announcement of the Atmanirbhar Bharat package, India lagged 
significantly in terms of fiscal response, as compared to developing countries that 
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are similar in GDP per capita, state capacity, and structure of the labour force. As of 
early July, the gap seems to have narrowed. 
Unclear numbers: 
- Given the blurring of the distinction between fiscal and monetary components in 
the Indian measures, ensuring accurate figures for fiscal responses is a challenge. 
- The Atmanirbhar package is billed at 10% of GDP. The headline number for India’s 
fiscal response in international databases is around 4% of GDP. But, the article 
claims that the current fiscal response including all the major announcements of the 
government would only add to 1.7% of GDP. 
Window dressing of measures: 
- The article notes that most demand-side measures announced by the government 
involved frontloading, consolidation, or rerouting of existing funds and don’t add to 
the effective fiscal intervention by the government. 
- For example, the recently announced ?50,000 crore Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan, 
consolidates projects of 12 ministries/departments and does not have any additional 
allocations. 
Wrong policy measure: 
- In India, one reason for the subdued fiscal response and the resort to monetary 
measures is likely a concern with the debt-to-GDP ratio, which is higher than for 
most countries in our set. 
- However, aggregate demand and confidence in the economy have slumped and 
may not recover for many months. Not spending more now might only worsen the 
debt-to-GDP ratio if growth remains depressed. 
Way forward: 
- Demand-side interventions announced by other developing countries could 
provide lessons for additional measures in India. 
- Additional fiscal outlay — in the form of cash and in-kind transfers and expanded 
public works schemes — would save lives and jobs today and might prevent a 
protracted slowdown. 
- India could consider expanding existing transfer programmes or even creating new 
ones. 
- India could consider expanding entitlements in its flagship MGNREGA programme 
as well as introduce an urban version of the programme. 
 
GS-II : Judiciary 
Set up a High Court for Puducherry 
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 Context: 
- The article argues the case for a separate High Court for Puducherry. 
- Puducherry was a former French colony. Fifteen years after India gained 
independence; this small French colony was liberated on August 16, 1962 and 
merged with India. 
- Initially, the jurisdiction of the Madras High Court was extended to it. 
- Previously, there have been demands for a separate High Court or at least a 
Bench of the Madras High Court. 
- In 2017, the Puducherry legislature unanimously resolved to have its own High 
Court. In April 2017, the Pondicherry Bar Association passed a resolution 
seeking the establishment of the High Court. 
- The state administration has also previously stressed the need for a Bench of 
the Madras High Court at Puducherry on the lines of the one set up in 
Madurai. 
  
Arguments in favour of a High Court at Puducherry: 
Cost considerations: 
- The Puducherry government spends large sums of money towards expenses of the 
large High Court. Puducherry with not much of a population is having to share 
disproportionately high expenses with Tamil Nadu. 
- This amount can be reduced to less than a quarter of the amount spent with a 
much smaller High Court for Puducherry. 
- According to the Constitution, when a common High Court is established for more 
than one State, administrative expenses have to be paid only from the consolidated 
fund of the ‘State’ in which the principal seat of the High Court is situated. 
- According to the Constitution, administrative expenses of a High Court at the 
Union Territory shall be drawn from the ‘Consolidated Fund of India’. 
  
Speedy disposal of cases: 
- The judge to population ratio at Puducherry can be increased if a separate High 
Court with four to five judges is established. This can ensure quick action on the 
pendency of cases. 
- In the All India Judges Association and Others vs Union Of India (UoI) 
And Ors., the Supreme Court had observed the significance of increasing the judge 
strength from the existing ratio of 10.5 or 13 per 10 lakh people to 50 judges for 10 
lakh people. 
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- Similar observations were also mentioned in the Law Commission of India Report 
titled ‘Arrears and Backlog: Creating Additional Judicial (wo) manpower’, in 2014. 
- As of 2016, the ratio is only 12 judges for one million population. 
  
Access to justice: 
- Given the fact that people from Puducherry have to travel to Chennai for appeals at 
High Court, this leads to considerable expenses and time requirement. This reduces 
access to justice for the people. 
- A High Court at Puducherry would help make access to justice easier for the 
people. 
  
Aiding Statehood demand: 
- A High Court for Puducherry will strengthen voices seeking Statehood. 
- The Constitution enabled the establishment of a legislature and Council of 
Ministers for certain Union Territories with the intent of providing them Statehood 
gradually. Out of the seven Union Territories originally placed under Article 239A, 
all except Puducherry were granted Statehood by 1989. 
- Most Union Territories under 239A at least had Benches of High Courts when 
they attained Statehood. Tripura, Manipur, Meghalaya had Benches of the 
Gauhati High Court before they got their own High Courts. 
  
Constitutionally permissible: 
- The provisions under the Indian Constitution permit Puducherry to have its own 
High Court under Article 241. 
- High Courts for Union territories are defined under Article 241 of the Constitution 
of India, which states that Parliament may by law constitute a High Court for a 
Union territory or declare any court in any such territory to be a High Court for all or 
any of the purposes of this Constitution. 
  
Check on the executive: 
- The presence of the Constitutional Court in the capital city acts as a check on the 
executive and legislature. 
  
Bench of the High Court v/s separate High Court: 
- The popular notion that the establishment of a Bench of High Court is easier and 
economical as compared to setting up a separate High Court is not true. The article 
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argues that even a bench of the Madras High Court as against a separate High Court 
at Puducherry is unfavourable based on the following arguments. 
- In case of a bench of the Madras High Court, Puducherry will still have to share the 
expenses of such a large High Court. 
- Judges might not prefer shuttling between Benches at Chennai, Puducherry and 
Madurai frequently. 
- There has always been a history of protests against the setting up of a regional 
bench of existing High Courts. The demand for a Bench of the High Court has always 
been met with stiff resistance from the Bar practising in the Court having 
jurisdiction. 
  
Conclusion: 
- The Puducherry Government could form a committee to prepare a comprehensive 
report and a draft Bill backing its proposal and forward it to the Central 
Government. 
- The administration can highlight the need to streamline expenses, the case volume 
and constitutional rights as arguments for a separate High Court. 
 
GS-II : International Relations 
Another front 
Context: 
- For the third time since early June 2020, China has repeated its claim that 
Bhutan’s eastern boundary was a “disputed” area. 
- China’s claims were first made at a UNDP-led Global Environment Facility 
conference, when the Chinese representative tried to stop funding for the 
Sakteng forest reserve in Bhutan’s eastern district of Trashigang, which 
abuts Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang district. 
- Chinese claims in eastern Bhutan come as a surprise for several reasons. 
- The Trashigang area being claimed as disputed by the Chinese does not 
share a boundary with China. 
- Chinese officials have not raised the eastern boundary in 24 rounds of talks with 
Bhutan, that began in 1984. Thus far, talks have been only about the Pasamlung 
and Jakarlung valleys in Bhutan’s north, and Doklam and other pasturelands 
to the west, that come up to the trijunction point with India. 
- Recently China has referred to a package solution to its boundary dispute with 
Bhutan. 
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- The “package solution” for the dispute involves the swapping of the northern and 
western areas. Under this territory swap, Bhutan would be given the disputed areas 
in its north in exchange for the disputed western areas, including Doklam. 
- Bhutan has previously rejected this package solution, given India’s concerns. 
Concerns: 
For Bhutan 
- For Bhutan, the Chinese claim may be seen as a pressure tactic and as an attempt 
to hurry the scheduling of the next meeting, or to gain leverage in the boundary 
talks. 
For India: 
- The Sakteng claim may be aimed at driving a wedge between India and Bhutan. 
- By claiming Bhutan’s eastern boundary, China is attempting to double down on its 
claims over Arunachal Pradesh. 
- The repetition of its “package” offer is worrying as it implies that China is not 
giving up its push for the Doklam plateau, where it has consolidated its military 
infrastructure and would like to inch towards India’s Chumbi valley, a strategically 
sensitive location. 
Way forward: 
- India and Bhutan must stay the course on their border claims, with the close 
cooperation and complete understanding they have shared for decades, in order to 
respond to the Chinese claims purposively. 
  
GS-II : Education Policy 
Transforming higher education 
Context: 
- The article evaluates the condition of higher education in India and suggests 
possible reforms for the higher educational sector in India. 
- The requirement for social distancing during the pandemic has led to educational 
institutes remaining closed despite the phased unlocking in India. There has been a 
sense of heightened anxiousness and urgency to find solutions to tide over the 
pandemic-induced crisis in the education sector. 
- Much of the discourse on resuming higher education during the pandemic revolves 
around home-based learning. 
- The article argues that apart from finding solutions to provide an inclusive and 
affordable home-based education, there is also the need to overhaul the 
educational system. 
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Ideal learning outcomes: 
There are three ideal learning outcomes of higher education. 
1. Providing knowledge in the relevant discipline to the students. 
2. The education imparted to the students will need to be supplemented with the 
skills needed for their jobs/enterprises. 
3. The teaching-learning process is expected to mould their character in such a way 
that they would be able to play a constructive role in shaping the society and the 
world at large using the values and ideals of a modern, progressive society. 
Concerns: 
- Apart from a handful of institutions and a small number of extremely self-
motivated students, a vast majority of other students are unable to fulfil the ideal 
learning outcomes as discussed earlier. 
- There seems to be a huge gulf between the curriculum taught in the colleges and 
actual job requirements. 
- Although India is uniquely positioned in the world to benefit from its demographic 
dividend, this dividend can actually turn into a liability since those in the population 
bracket that are ready to join the workforce have practically no skills or knowledge 
that add to their employability. 
- There seems to be disproportionate importance being bestowed on completion of 
the vast syllabus within a prescribed time. There is also the undue emphasis on 
examinations to evaluate students’ knowledge. 
Way forward: 
The article suggests the following reforms in higher education. 
1. Need to completely re-evaluate the syllabus every now and then to ensure that the 
syllabus is in line with the industrial requirements. 
2. There should be an emphasis on substantive industrial internships as part of 
the course work in colleges. This could help bridge the gulf between the university 
curriculum and actual job requirements. 
3. The evaluation of the learning outcomes of the students can be a mix of regular 
assignments, performance in the internship as rated both by the industry and the 
college, and a light, home-based proctored exam. 
4. The syllabus should involve only a very basic outline of essential concepts. The 
time saved in attending regular classes in the institutions can be compensated for by 
spending time on the development of skills and prosocial attitudes and values. 
 
GS-II : International Relations 
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Escalating tensions 
Context: 
-   U.S. administration’s decision to close China’s consulate in Houston. 
Rising tensions between US and China: 
-   A tariff war between the two countries started in 2018. The increased tariffs on 
Chinese goods by the U.S. received retaliation from the Chinese in equal measure. 
-   The U.S. has labelled China a Currency Manipulator. 
-   The U.S. has expressed concerns about Huawei, the Chinese technology giant 
and its role in the 5G technology dissemination. The U.S. has been asking its 
allies in the western world to boycott Huawei. 
-   The U.S-China tensions are no longer only about trade and technology. What 
started as a trade war has snowballed into a larger geopolitical contest between the 
two countries. 
-   The U.S. passed the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act as a 
token of support to the Hong Kong protestors. China considers this move of the U.S. 
as interference in its internal matters and has strongly criticized this move. 
-   China has repeatedly blamed the U.S. of not respecting the One China policy given 
the U.S.’s outreach to Taiwan. 
-   The U.S. has announced visa restrictions on Chinese students, imposed sanctions 
on Chinese officials over a Hong Kong security law and is reportedly considering a 
sweeping travel ban on the members of China’s ruling Communist Party. 
-   China recently expelled some American journalists. 
-   China’s activities in the South China Sea have been repeatedly condemned by the 
U.S. and the U.S. has recently dispatched its aircraft carriers to the region. 
Details: 
-   The order asking China to close its consulate in Houston marks an escalation in 
the steadily deteriorating ties between the U.S. and China. This is the first time a 
Chinese mission is being closed in the U.S. since the normalisation of 
diplomatic relations in 1979. 
-   The U.S. administration has accused the Houston consulate and other Chinese 
diplomatic missions in the U.S. of economic espionage, visa fraud and attempted 
theft of scientific research. 
Increasing Anti-China sentiments in the U.S.: 
-   As against the popular notion that it is only the current U.S. administration that 
has been taking a hard stance against China, there is growing consensus in the U.S. 
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that a hostile China, resorting to large-scale espionage, poses a serious threat to the 
U.S.-dominated international order. 
-   The U.S. Congress has been supportive of the President’s confrontational policy 
towards China. 
-   This is what makes the crisis dangerous in the long term. 
China’s response: 
-   China has retaliated against every hostile move by the U.S. 
-   The U.S.-China crisis is unfolding at a time when China is also acting more 
assertively in its dealings with other countries in its neighbourhood. 
-   This approach seems to indicate a message from China that it is ready for a long 
game of escalation. 
New cold war situation: 
-   The U.S. policies and China’s retaliation has done serious damage to bilateral 
relations that cannot be reversed easily. If the deterioration in relations is not 
arrested immediately, the U.S. and China risk a total breakdown in diplomatic 
relations. 
-   The escalation in tensions between the world’s two most powerful nations has 
been unprecedented and something the world hasn’t seen since the hostile 
competition between the U.S. and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. 
Impacts: 
-   The deterioration in U.S.-China ties is bad news for the whole world. 
-   Given the fact that the U.S. and China are the two largest economies of the world, 
a breakdown in ties between the two countries could have adverse implications for 
the global economy. 
 
GS-II : International Relations 
Calibrated balance 
New form of non-alignment: 
-   The External Affairs Minister has emphasized that India has never been part 
of an alliance system, nor will it ever be. This statement comes at a time when 
India- U.S. relations have been on the upswing. 
-   While complete non-alignment worked for India during the Cold 
War era between the U.S. and the Soviet Union, the fact that India and China share 
a land boundary would always be a factor in a new cold war between the U.S. and 
China. India would inadvertently be pulled into the new cold war. 
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-   Given the current multipolarity in the world, India would need to take 
a definite stand on issues thus requiring a new approach to the non-alignment 
policy. This would involve India not rejecting non-alignment in its entirety, 
but at the same time taking stands on issues without compromising on its 
independence. 
India’s approach: 
-   The assertion of India’s strategic independence and resistance to joining any 
alliance comes as a timely reminder amid speculation that tensions with China will 
push India into a stronger alliance with the U.S. 
-   Despite multiple calls for India and the U.S. to jointly “counter” China, India 
has rightly chosen not to raise its tensions with China in any forum other than 
bilateral talks with China. 
-   A notable aspect of foreign policy has been India’s outreach to Russia during 
the India-China tensions. 
-   The Indian Defence Minister had recently visited Russia. The External Affairs 
Minister had participated in the Russia-India-China trilateral. 
-   India has also been seeking to build coalitions with “middle powers”, such as 
the European Union and Japan. 
Way forward: 
-   Non-alignment as a policy must be rethought, but India must be wary of alliance 
systems. India has thus far taken a carefully calibrated approach to the evolving 
situation in global affairs and should continue to do so. 
 
GS-II : International Relations 
Towards national security and peace in Hong Kong 
Context: 
-   The promulgation and implementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of 
China on Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR) marks a major turning point from unrest to peace 
and order, and a farewell to the history of “unguarded” national security in Hong 
Kong. 
Present Hong Kong: 
-   The Law is enacted for the purpose of ensuring the resolute, full and faithful 
implementation of the policy of One Country, Two Systems under which the 
people of Hong Kong administer Hong Kong with a high degree of autonomy; 
safeguarding national security; preventing, suppressing and imposing punishment 
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for the offences of secession, subversion, organisation and perpetration of terrorist 
activities, and collusion with a foreign country or with external elements to endanger 
national security in relation to Hong Kong; maintaining prosperity and stability of 
Hong Kong; and protecting the lawful rights and interests of the residents of Hong 
Kong. 
-   Since the turbulence over the amendment bill last year, with support from foreign 
and external forces, the anti-China forces have openly instigated “Hong Kong 
independence” separatist acts and serious violent incidents, which highlighted big 
national security loopholes in the city. Hong Kong has been plunged into the gravest 
situation since their return. 
-   The city has lost the title of the world’s freest economy it had held for 25 
years. Its GDP registered negative growth for the first time in a decade, and 
the unemployment rate hit a record high in nearly 10 years. 
Significant effects of the law 
-   The national security legislation for HKSAR was enacted by the Standing 
Committee of China’s National People’s Congress in accordance with the Chinese 
Constitution and the Basic Law of the HKSAR. 
-   The legislation plugs the legal loopholes and provides strong institutional and 
legal safeguards for national security in Hong Kong, which has significant effect on 
the long-term development of the city. 
-   First, the legislation will guarantee the sustained implementation of 
One Country, Two Systems. 
-   One Country is the precondition and basis for Two Systems. Only when 
One Country is safe and secure can Two Systems be safeguarded. 
-   The legislation will neither change the principle of One Country, Two Systems, the 
capitalist system or the high degree of autonomy practiced in Hong Kong, nor the 
legal system in Hong Kong or Hong Kong’s independent judicial power, including 
that of final adjudication. 
-   Second, the legislation will protect the lawful rights and freedoms of 
Hong Kong residents. 
-   The legislation clearly stipulates four types of criminal offences and 
principles of the rule of law such as respecting and protecting human rights. 
-   The legislation will not lead to generalised understanding or unlimited 
expansion of “national security”. It will not affect but better protect the lawful 
rights and freedoms of Hong Kong residents. 
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-   Third, the legislation will safeguard long-term prosperity and stability of 
Hong Kong. 
-   Without national security, there will be neither lasting peace and stability for 
China nor long-term prosperity and stability for Hong Kong. 
-   The legislation will help to restore the order and maintain the stability in Hong 
Kong, consolidate and enhance Hong Kong’s international financial, trade 
and shipping center status, further strengthen the confidence of foreign 
investors, and create a better living and business environment for foreign nationals 
and enterprises in Hong Kong. 
-   International credit rating agency S&P has affirmed its AA+ issuer credit ratings 
on Hong Kong and maintained the outlook as stable, which shows international 
investors’ confidence in Hong Kong’s future. 
-   The legislation is firmly supported by the mainstream public opinion in Hong 
Kong and the forces of justice in the international community. 
-   Nearly three million people in Hong Kong have signed a petition in support of the 
enactment of the Law, and more than 1.28 million have signed an online petition 
opposing the interference by the U.S. and other external forces. 
-   More than 70 countries voiced their support for the legislation at the 44th session 
of the United Nations Human Rights Council. 
An internal affair 
-   National security legislation belongs to the sovereignty of a country and the 
authority of the Central government. 
-   It is justified that China governs the country and Hong Kong in accordance with 
the law. 
-   It’s common practice in the world to safeguard the national security through 
legislation. Hong Kong is China’s Hong Kong. Hong Kong affairs are China’s 
internal affairs that allow no foreign interference. 
-   India and Hong Kong have close economic and trade relations. It serves India’s 
interest to maintain the prosperity and stability in Hong Kong. The national security 
legislation will better protect the safety of foreign investment and legitimate rights 
and interests of foreign nationals in Hong Kong, including that of India. 
-   We hope Indian friends can uphold fairness and justice, respect and support 
China’s efforts to safeguard national security in Hong Kong in accordance with law. 
  
GS-II : Quasi Judicial bodies 
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Tribunal, Appellate Tribunal, and other Authorities (Qualifications, 
Experience and other Conditions of Service of Members) Rules, 2020 

• Recently, the Union Ministry of Finance framed a new set of rules called the 
Tribunal, Appellate Tribunal, and other Authorities (Qualifications, 
Experience and other Conditions of Service of Members) Rules, 2020 that 
prescribe uniform norms for the appointment and service conditions 
of members to various tribunals. 

• The new rules have been framed by the government as the previous Rules of 
2017 were struck down by the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in 
November 2019 in the case Rojer Mathew vs South Indian Bank. 

Issues With the New Rules 
• Conflict of Interest: The new rules do not remove the control of parent 

administrative ministries (ministries against which the tribunals have to 
pass orders) over tribunals. 

For example, the tribunals such as the Armed Forces Tribunal functions under the 
same ministry which is a party in litigation and the ministry also wields rule-making 
powers and controls finances, infrastructure and manpower in the tribunal.This is 
against the spirit of Natural Justice. 

• Rules Diluting Judicial Independence: The selection committee under 
the new rules can function even in absence of any judicial member, meaning 
that a committee entirely (or majorly) comprising officers of the 
executive can select members of tribunals. 

• Unwarranted Influence of Executive: The new rules also ensure that 
the secretary of the ministry against which the tribunal is to pass 
orders sits on the committee for selecting adjudicating members of 
the same tribunal. 

• This system was termed as “mockery of the Constitution” by SC 
in Madras Bar Association case, 2014. 

• Affecting Independence of Members: The new rules provide for a 
retirement age of 65 years even for former judges who retire at 62 from the 
high courts (HCs), which gives them at best a three-year tenure. 

This is against the minimum five to seven years tenure mandated by SC in the Union 
of India vs R. Gandhi case, 2010 to ensure continuity. 

• Further the bar on employment with the government after retiring from 
tribunals has been removed. Thus, gravely affecting the independence of 
members. 
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• Inconsistent with SC rulings: The new rules contain ambiguous clauses 
stating that any person with experience in economics, commerce, 
management, industry and administration can be appointed as a member of 
certain tribunals. 

This may allow even members with non-judicial/legal background to become 
chairpersons of tribunals, contrary to SC ruling in the R Gandhi case. 
Tribunal 

• Tribunal is a quasi-judicial institution that is set up to deal with problems such 
as resolving administrative or tax-related disputes. 

• It performs a number of functions like adjudicating disputes, determining 
rights between contesting parties, making an administrative decision, 
reviewing an existing administrative decision and so forth. 

• Tribunals were not part of the original constitution, it was incorporated in the 
Indian Constitution by 42nd Amendment Act, 1976. 

1. Article 323-A deals with Administrative Tribunals. 
2. Article 323-B deals with tribunals for other matters. 

Way Forward 
• Maintain Independence of the Tribunal: Unless steps are taken in compliance 

with the law laid down by SC for tribunals, neither their independence nor 
their ability to reduce the burden on the regular judiciary can be guaranteed. 

• Tribunals must not be seen as an extension of the executive. 
• Separate and Independent Authority for Administration: SC in the cases of L 

Chandra Kumar (1997), R Gandhi (2010), Madras Bar Association (2014) and 
Swiss Ribbons (2019) has ruled that tribunals cannot be made to function 
under the ministries against which they are to pass orders and they must be 
placed under the law ministry instead. 

• In this context, an independent autonomous body such as a National Tribunals 
Commission (NTC), responsible for oversight as well as administration, can go 
a long way in remedying issues that plague the functioning of tribunals. 

 
GS-II : Indian Polity 
Presidential Form of Government 
Context 

• India's system of democracy is based on the Parliamentary form of 
government, whereby the Head of state is different from the Head of the 
government. 
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• However, from time to time it has been suggested by many experts that India 
should adopt the Presidential form of government instead of the 
Parliamentary style of democracy, inherited from the British. 

• These suggestions have been given in the backdrop of frequent elections and 
related administrative as well as financial burden owned by India. In this 
context, it is a good time to evaluate the suitability of the Presidential system 
of Government for India. 

Issues Related To The Parliamentary System 
• Lack of Specialists in Cabinet: Parliamentary system limits executive 

posts to those who are elected rather than to those who are talented. 
o The prime minister cannot appoint a cabinet of his choice and 

sometimes he has to cater to the wishes of the political leaders of 
coalition parties. 

• Prevalence of Defections and Horse-trading: The Anti-defection Act of 1985 
has not been very successful to cure the menace of defections. 

o This has reduced the parliamentary form of government from being 
democracy of people to democracy of numbers. 

• Suppression of Representative Democracy: Most laws are drafted by 
the executive and parliamentary input into their formulation and passage is 
minimal, with many bills being passed after barely a few minutes of debate. 

o Also, the ruling party inevitably issues a whip to its members in order to 
ensure unimpeded passage of a bill, and since defiance of a whip itself 
attracts disqualification, MPs blindly vote as their party directs. 

• Politics of Disruption: In India’s Parliament, many opposition members 
feel that the best way to show the strength of their feelings is to disrupt law-
making rather than debate the law. 

o In present times, Parliament or Assembly serves not as a solemn 
deliberative body,as those parties who do not get into government use 
legislature as theatre for the demonstration of their power to disrupt. 

• Focusing Politics rather than Policy: For 25 years till 2014, our system has also 
produced coalition governments which have been obliged to focus more on 
politics than on policy or performance. 

• Parliamentary form of government sometimes promotes a system of 
democracy where leaders don’t focus on governance rather staying in power. 

In Favour of Presidential System For India 
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• Applying Separation of Power Doctrine: In present times, due to the 
rubber-stamp majority in the Lok Sabha, Indian parliamentary system is 
running in a presidential style. 

o This undermines checks and balances as the legislature cannot truly hold 
the executive accountable since the government wields the majority in 
the House. 

o This paves way for an unfettered executive with an automatic 
parliamentary majority. Thus, the presidential system will provide check 
and balance by establishing an independent legislature. 

• Swift Decision Making: Current economic and political challenges faced by 
India require a political arrangement that permits decisive action. 

o This can be provided by the presidential system of government. 
• Dictatorship of Cabinet: Emergency rule in 1975, showed that even a 

parliamentary system can be distorted to permit autocratic rule. 
o Thus, fear of dictatorship linked to the presidential form of government 

is baseless, as dictatorship is not the result of a particular type of 
governmental system. 

• Leveraging Multi-party System: Presidential system in India, instead of 
facing a monolithic opposition, would have the opportunity to build issue-
based coalitions on different issues, mobilising different temporary alliances of 
different smaller parties from one policy to the next. 

o This is opposite of the dictatorial steamroller some fear a presidential 
system could produce. 

Against Presidential Form of Government In India 
• Risk of Dictatorship: A presidential system centralises power in one individual 

unlike the parliamentary system, where the Prime Minister is the first among 
equals. 

o The surrender to the authority of one individual, as in the presidential 
system, is dangerous for democracy. 

o Thus, the serious objection advanced by many constitutional experts is 
that the presidential system carries with it the risk of dictatorship. 

• Against Basic Structure of Constitution: A switchover to the presidential 
system is not possible under our present constitutional scheme as the 
parliamentary form of government is part of the ‘basic structure’ doctrine 
propounded by the Supreme Court. 
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• Affecting Pluralism: A diverse country like India cannot function without 
consensus-building. 

o The “winner takes it all” approach, which is a necessary consequence of 
the presidential system, is likely to lead to a situation where the views of 
an individual can ride roughshod over the interests of different 
segments. 

• Issue of Governance: If the legislature is dominated by the same party to which 
the President belongs, a charismatic President or a “strong President” may 
allow any move from the legislature. 

o On the other hand, if the legislature is dominated by a party opposed to 
the President’s party and decides to checkmate him, it could lead to a 
stalemate in governance because both the President and the legislature 
would have democratic legitimacy. 

• Flawed Argument related to Outside Talent: The argument against the 
parliamentary form of government, that it excludes outside talent is flawed. 

o As, there are many cases of specialist people like C.D. Deshmukh, 
Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh were brought into the 
parliamentary system. 

o On the other hand, bringing ‘outside’ talent in a presidential system 
without people being democratically elected would deter people from 
giving independent advice to the chief executive because they owe their 
appointment to him/her. 

Way ahead 
• The present parliamentary system has been tried and tested for nearly 70 

years. Rather than change the system, there is a need to reform thoroughly & 
cleanse the electoral processes and make Indian democracy more robust. 

• In this context, reforms ranging from limiting expenditure of political parties 
and deciding the ceiling on the expenditure, to holding simultaneous elections 
are steps in the right direction. 

   
GS-III : Health 
Is SARS-CoV-2 a latent virus which can recur? 
Context: 

• There are doubts over second infection of COVID-19. 
• There have been repeated instances of ‘reinfection’ from COVID-19 since early 

January 2020. 
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• Reinfection means people who had tested negative for COVID-19 test positive 
again after a while. 

Latency: 
• The observation of re-infection of COVID-19 brings to light the possibility of 

SARS-CoV-2 virus having latency. 
• The COVID-19 virus may have “reactivated” in the patients rather 

than them becoming re-infected. 
• A latent infection is when the virus in the body is dormant and does 

not replicate within the host. It however possesses the capacity to be 
reactivated at some point, causing the disease at a later point of time. 

• As opposed to active infections, where a virus is actively replicating and 
potentially causing symptoms, latent infections are essentially static which last 
the life of the host and occur when the primary infection is not cleared by the 
adaptive immune response. 

• Chronic viruses can go into latency. The latent viral infections can be 
reactivated into the active lytic form. 

• Examples: Herpes simplex viruses type 1 and 2, HIV, Epstein-Barr virus 
(human herpesvirus 4), and cytomegalovirus. 

Different types of viral infections: 
• A chronic virus infects its host for extended periods of time, often 

through the lifetime of the host. 
• An acute infecting virus, such as influenza and rotavirus creates 

noticeable symptoms in a short period of time and is cleared from the body 
after a few days or weeks. 

Flaws in testing: 
• While the RT- PCR [reverse transcription/polymerase chain reaction] tests are 

considered to be the gold standard for testing, all tests are not 100% accurate. 
False positives and false negative results can occur. 

• There are limits of detection of the current testing methods employed. The 
concept of “limit of detection” of a virus notes that there is a threshold 
where a virus can be detected. 

• A negative SARS-CoV-2 test does not mean zero infection; it means no 
detectable infection. 

Other reasons: 
• Many viruses can survive at the mucosal level in spite of immunity. A 

similar behaviour is possible from SARS-CoV-2. 
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Example: In the case of polio virus, viral shedding can continue for up to 10 weeks, 
in spite of very high antibody levels post the vaccination. 

• Another reason for the positive test might be due to the host harbouring an 
antibody-bound virus that is non-infective. 

• Even fragmented RNA particles can yield a positive result. The remaining virus 
fragments in humans can also lead to positives during testing. 

Conclusion: 
• So far none of the observations conclusively prove a second infection. In each 

one of these cases, there is sufficient reason to suspect that it is one infection, 
with negative results in between. This necessitates a change to testing policy. 

• There is the need to globally adopt a system where clinical signs are considered 
sufficient to commence treatment for COVID-19, even before an RT-PCR test 
is done. Also, cessation of symptoms can be taken as a signal to show that a 
person has recovered. 

 
GS-II : International Relations 
India-South Korea Relations 

• India-South Korea relations have made rapid strides in recent years. With 
the convergence of India’s Act East Policy (AEP) and South Korea’s 
New Southern Policy (NSP), there has been an acceleration of economic 
and strategic relations between the two countries. 

• Areas of interest: nuclear disarmament, maritime security, regional 
economic cooperation, counterterrorism, and energy cooperation. 

India-South Korea Ties: Historical Overview 
• Engagement During Korean War: India played a crucial and decisive 

role in Korean affairs soon after the latter’s independence in 1945. 
• India’s first foreign secretary, K P S Menon, served as Chairman of the 

nine-member United Nations (UN) Commission that was set up 
in 1947 to oversee elections in Korea. 

• During the Korean War (1950-53), the warring sides accepted a UN 
resolution sponsored by India calling for a ceasefire; one was declared 
on 27 July 1953. 

• Start of Bilateral Relations: The relationship started only in 1962 that the 
two countries established consular relations. It was upgraded to 
Ambassador-level in 1973. 
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• This development caused a little impact on trade and commercial relations, let 
alone political and people-to-people ties. 

• Even then Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s much talked about Look East 
Policy (LEP) in the 1990s failed to make any visible positive change in India-
South Korea relations. 

• Start of Strategic Convergence: An important visit by the then Indian 
President APJ Abdul Kalam at a critical juncture to Seoul in February 2006 
opened the door for a more vibrant phase in India-South Korea relations. 

• It resulted in the launching of a Joint Task Force to conclude a 
bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA), which was operationalised on 1 January 2010. 

• Also, it led to the strategic partnership between the two countries, which was 
later upgraded to ‘special strategic partnership’ in 2015. 

Shared Values of Democracy 
• One of the most unexplored areas of cooperation to strengthen the 

relationship between India and South Korea is democracy. 
• A fundamental shortcoming of democracy in Asia is the lack of 

government-to-government cooperation on promoting democratic 
values. 

• Further, in Asia, India and South Korea, as democracies, share common values 
and have been seen above convergent interests in the region. 

• As middle-power democracies in Asia where there are growing and the 
collective threat from authoritarian China, democracy building and 
cooperation can be a critical platform. 

• The region, which is already experiencing the evolution of a democratic bloc in 
the name of Indo-Pacific quadrilateral involving India, Japan, Australia, and 
the US, needs the support of other middle powers such as South Korea and 
Indonesia. 

• Thus, there is a need for serious thinking and deliberation among the various 
stakeholders representing South Korea and India. 

Swacch Bharat and the New Village Movement 
• Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, launched in 2014, aims to stop open defecation and 

draw basic attention to sanitation and public health for overall development. 
• Although the initiative has emerged as a national awareness movement, it 

continues to struggle with a lack of resources. 
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• It is in this regard that the country can learn from the experience of South 
Korea, especially its Saemaul Undong or New Village Movement. 

• The New Village Movement (launched in 1970) encourages self-help and 
voluntarism for households and schools to clean up their neighbourhoods. 

• The movement has had a significant impact on improving several sectors of 
the economy, apart from rural health and livelihoods. 

Bollywood and Korean Cuisine 
• For years, many aspects of Korean culture have emerged as a critical point of 

consumption among several states in India’s northeast. Besides, there has also 
been a growing fondness of Indian Bollywood films in South Korea. 

• Films, music, cuisines among other cultural affinities have a huge potential to 
drive and deepen people-to-people relations and can act as a bridge between 
India and South Korea. 

Other Areas of Cooperation: 
• India and South Korea can cooperate on fighting global issues/challenges: 

climate change, freedom of navigation, internet governance, and outer space. 
• Apart from it, the two countries can develop synergies on Sustainable 

development goals (SDGs), trade agreements, and connectivity norms. 
• Also, there is a need for more openness between the think 

tanks/NGOs/networks of scholars/activists of the two countries. 
• Promoting institutions like the Indian Culture Centre (ICC) will also be a step 

in the right direction. 
Way ahead: 

• There is massive scope to expand ties between India and South Korea and 
make it a unique relationship in Asia. What is needed is political will and new 
imagination in diverse areas such as cultural relations, building on people-to-
people contacts, harnessing democracy and liberal values, and cementing 
civilisational connections. 

  
GS-II : Indian Polity 
The chilling effect of criminal contempt 
By, Justice A.P. Shah is retired Chief Justice, Delhi and Madras High Courts, and 
former Chairperson, Law Commission of India 
Context 

• Supreme Court of India have dozens of constitutional cases that need to be 
desperately addressed, such as the constitutionality of the Citizenship 
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(Amendment) Act, the electoral bonds matter, or the issue of habeas 
corpus petitions from Jammu and Kashmir. 

• It is disappointing that instead of taking up matters of absolute urgency in 
these peculiar times, the Supreme Court chose to take umbrage at two 
tweets. It said that these tweets “brought the administration of 
justice in disrepute and are capable of undermining the dignity and authority 
of the institution... and the office of the Chief Justice of India in particular….” 
Its response to these two tweets was to initiate suo motu proceedings for 
criminal contempt against the author of those tweets, the lawyer and social 
activist, Prashant Bhushan. 

Origin of criminal contempt of court: 
• This need to “respect the authority and dignity of the court” has monarchical 

origins from when the King of England delivered judgments 
himself. 

• But over the centuries, with this adjudicatory role now having been 
handed over to judges, showing extreme deference to judges does not sit 
well with the idea of a democracy. 

• The U.K. Law Commission in a 2012 report recommending 
the abolition of the law of contempt. 

A wide field in India 
• The objective for contempt is stated to be to safeguard the interests 

of the public, if the authority of the Court is denigrated and public 
confidence in the administration of justice is weakened or eroded. 

• But the definition of criminal contempt in India is extremely wide, 
and can be easily invoked. 

• Suo motu powers of the Court to initiate such proceedings only serve to 
complicate matters. 

• And truth and good faith were not recognised as valid defences until 2006, 
when the Contempt of Courts Act was amended. 

• Nevertheless, the Delhi High Court, despite truth and good faith 
raised as defences, proceeded to sentence the employees of Mid-Day for 
contempt of court for portraying a retired Chief Justice of India in an 
unfavourable light. 

• It comes as no surprise that Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer famously termed 
the law of contempt as having a vague and wandering jurisdiction, with 
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uncertain boundaries; contempt law, regardless of public good, may 
unwittingly trample upon civil liberties. 

• A law for criminal contempt is completely asynchronous with our democratic 
system which recognises freedom of speech and expression as a 
fundamental right. 

• An excessively loose use of the test of ‘loss of public 
confidence’, combined with a liberal exercise of suo motu powers, 
can be dangerous, for it can amount to the Court signalling that it will not 
suffer any kind of critical commentary about the institution at all, 
regardless of how evidently problematic its actions may be. 

• Besides needing to revisit the need for a law on criminal contempt, even 
the test for contempt needs to be evaluated. 

Obsolete abroad 
• Already, contempt has practically become obsolete in foreign 

democracies, with jurisdictions recognising that it is an archaic law, 
designed for use in a bygone era, whose utility and necessity has long 
vanished. 

• Canada ties its test for contempt to real, substantial and immediate 
dangers to the administration, whereas American courts also no 
longer use the law of contempt in response to comments on judges or 
legal matters. 

• In England, too, from where we have inherited the unfortunate legacy of 
contempt law, the legal position has evolved. 

• After the celebrated Spycatcher judgment was delivered in the late 1980s 
by the House of Lords, the British tabloid, the Daily Mirror, published an 
upside-down photograph of the Law Lords with the caption, “You Old Fools”. 

• Refusing to initiate contempt action against the newspaper, one judge on 
the Bench, Lord Templeton, reportedly said, “I cannot deny that I am 
Old; It’s the truth. Whether I am a fool or not is a matter of 
perception of someone else.. There is no need to invoke the powers 
of contempt.” 

• Even when, in 2016, the Daily Mail ran a photo of the three judges who 
issued the Brexit ruling with the caption “Enemies of the 
People”, which many considered excessive, the courts judiciously and 
sensibly ignored the story, and did not commence contempt proceedings. 
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• But Indian courts have not been inclined — or at least, not always — to 
display the same maturity and unruffled spirit as their peers elsewhere. 

• It is regrettable that judges believe that silencing criticism will harbour 
respect for the judiciary. 

• On the contrary, surely, any efforts to artificially prevent free speech will only 
exacerbate the situation further. As was pointed out in the landmark U.S. case 
of Bridges v. California (1941), “an enforced silence would probably 
engender resentment, suspicion, and contempt for the bench, not the respect it 
seeks”. Surely, this is not what the Court might desire. 

Two observations and a link 
• Simultaneous with the Indian Supreme Court’s decision to commence 

contempt proceedings against Mr. Bhushan, the Pakistan Supreme 
Court hinted at banning YouTube and other social media platforms, 
for hosting what it termed ‘objectionable content’ that ‘incited hatred’ 
for institutions such as the army, the judiciary, the executive, and so on. 

• The eerie similarity between the two sets of observations raises concerns about 
which direction the Indian Supreme Court sees itself heading. One can only 
hope that these fears are unwarranted. 

 
GS-II : International Relations 
Quad grouping 
Context: 

• The article analyzes India’s dilemma with respect to closer co-ordination with 
the Quad. 

Origin of Quad: 
• The Quad was born out of the crisis that followed the Tsunami in 

December 2004. India’s humanitarian and disaster relief effort in the 
Indian Ocean was coordinated with the three other naval powers engaged 
in similar efforts — U.S., Australia and Japan. 

• Since then the idea of the Indo-Pacific as a larger maritime strategic 
community, and the Quad as an effective instrument in it, has gained credence 
among the four nations. 

• In 2007, the annual India-U.S. ‘Malabar’ exercises included Japan, 
Australia and Singapore. 

• After being neglected for about a decade due to strategic reasons, in 2017, the 
Quad returned, coinciding with the revision in U.S.’s assessment of the 
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challenge from China, and similar reassessments in India, Japan and 
Australia. 

• In November 2017, just months after the Doklam stand-off between 
the Indian Army and the PLA, officials from all four countries met in 
Manila for the ‘India-Australia-Japan-U.S.’ dialogue. 

• There have been increasing naval exercises between the nations in the 
region. Recently, a trilateral exercise between the U.S., Australia and 
Japan was held in the Philippines Sea, 

• There has been speculation that Quadrilateral (Quad) exercises will be 
launched soon between all four navies. 

Significance of Quad: 
• The Quad grouping primary objectives include connectivity, sustainable 

development, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation and maritime and 
cybersecurity, with a view to promoting peace, stability and prosperity in an 
increasingly inter-connected Indo-Pacific region. 

• The Quad has been coordinating efforts to provide financing and sustainable 
alternatives to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

• Notable among these initiatives being the India and Australian efforts in the 
Pacific islands, India-U.S. coordination in South Asia and the Indian Ocean 
region, and India-Japan joint efforts to develop projects in Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

• The military aspect of the Quad has also grown. India has strengthened its 
naval ties with each of the other Quad countries, and there have been more 
interactions, formal and informal at the official, political and military levels. 

India’s dilemma: 
• The need to counter the aggressiveness of China on one side by partnering 

with other powers in the region as against India’s desire for strategic 
autonomy has thrown tough choices for India in respect of its Indo-Pacific 
maritime alliance. 

• India’s choices will have not only far-reaching implications for regional but 
also global security. 

Arguments against India’s greater involvement in the Quad: 
• China has always opposed the militarization of the quad coalition which it 

views as a counter to its claims in the Pacific and the Indian Ocean. 
• India has been wary of joining any exercise that could be construed as an 

alliance. 
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• India is the only country in the Quad that shares a land boundary with China, 
and the militarisation of the Quad will not help India deal with this threat. 

• Unlike the U.S., Japan and Australia, which are tied by military alliances, India 
is a member of other strategic forums, such as the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation with China, Russia and Central Asia, BRICS and RIC, which 
appear to be at cross purposes with a Quad alliance. 

Arguments in favour of enhanced engagement with Quad: 
• The recent Chinese moves of transgression and deadly clashes across the Line 

of Actual Control (LAC) may prove to be the tipping point that makes India 
move closer to the Quadrilateral Security Group. 

India’s options: 
• India could revert to its traditional positions of non-alignment. 
• India could opt for a closer coalition with China’s adversaries and take sides in 

the new Cold War-like situation that is developing between the U.S. and China. 
• India could forge closer relations with China’s ally Russia in its attempt to 

manage the threat from China. 
• India could pursue “multi-alignment”, inviting middle powers such as the 

EU, the U.K., France, Russia, and partners such as Brazil, the UAE and South 
Africa into its Indo-Pacific strategy. 

 
GS-III : Environment 
In reverse gear: on draft EIA notification 
Context 

• In April, Environment Minister used a virtual conference to ensure that 
the National Board for Wildlife’s Standing Committee stamped its 
approval on several projects, with serious implications for conservation. 

• He now wants to hurriedly make a fundamental change to the process of 
project approvals, by introducing a new Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Notification. 

EIA draft rules,2020 
• The draft seeks to replace the existing EIA notification of 2006. 
• The proposed provisions show that the Ministry has gone to great lengths 

to reduce or even remove public participation, and by extension 
independent expert opinion, from the process of granting environmental 
clearances; public reporting of violations may also not be taken 
cognisance of. 
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• Section 26 provides a list of projects that would not attract 
environmental clearance or permission, including coal mining and 
seismic surveys for oil, methane and shale gas on some lands. 

• Section 14 provides exemption for these and some other projects from 
public consultation, also limiting the scope of public involvement to the 
districts concerned, in the case of national parks and sanctuaries where 
pipeline infrastructure will pass. 

• Roads and highways get liberal concessions. Further, it retains the 
clause that if a public agency or authority considers the local situation not 
conducive to participation by citizens, the public consultation need not 
include a public hearing. 

• It took a Delhi High Court order to extend the deadline to August 11. 
Enforced silence 

• The exercise has been further muddied by the mysterious blocking of 
some activist websites calling for the EIA proposal to be dropped, and 
demanding a new approach towards conserving natural resources for future 
generations. 

• Clearly, the Centre’s attempts at weakening checks and balances are 
not new. 

• A study of coal mining clearances shows that 4,302 hectares of forest 
were diverted during 2014-18, favouring extraction over conservation. 

Lessons to learn: 
• COVID-19 has powerfully demonstrated the value of nature for well-being: of 

lost forests and captured wildlife bringing virus reservoirs closer to humans 
and foul air destroying their health. While there might be a case for some 
changes, much of the proposed EIA system can only make things worse, and 
should not be pushed through. 

 
GS-II : International Relations 
Sudan’s troubles 
Context 

• The massacre of over 60 people over the weekend in Sudan’s Darfur 
region marks a further escalation in the violence blighting the territory since 
the 2019 ouster of the country’s dictator Omar al-Bashir. 

Arab emperors vs. African ethnic groups 
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• About 500 armed men targeted the Masalit community in west Darfur’s 
Masteri town, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs. 

• On Friday, 20 people, including women and children, were gunned down in a 
South Darfur town when displaced farmers were returning to the region under 
a recent government-backed agreement with the original 
landowners. 

•  Days earlier, Khartoum declared an emergency in the North Darfur 
region after a police station was burned down and vehicles set on fire by 
protesters in a small town and militias attacked another. 

• These incidents are a reminder of the unfinished task of restoring 
stability in Darfur racked by a conflict between the nation’s dominant 
Arab rulers and the African ethnic communities demanding greater 
autonomy from Khartoum. 

• Nertiti town in central Darfur has become the epicentre of the growing 
opposition in the region. 

• The mass sit-ins since June have attracted wider support 
from the professional classes that spearheaded the 2019 popular uprising 
that led to the fall of the autocratic regime of Mr. Bashir. 

Demands of the Masalit community 
• In response to demands from women’s groups for basic protection following 

the violence, Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has announced the 
deployment of additional security forces. 

• But the continuing tensions merely reinforce concerns that the government’s 
assurances at the beginning of this month have not translated into concrete 
measures. 

• Another key demand is the hand-over of Mr. Bashir to The Hague to be 
tried for genocide and atrocities in Darfur. 

• While some officials have sounded positive on the question, top military 
officials in the transitional government are said to be concerned about the risk 
that others close to him could be implicated. 

Way ahead 
• Meanwhile, extraditing Mr. Bashir — now imprisoned in Khartoum — could 

serve as a useful trade-off for the government to restore ties with the 
West, have sanctions removed and attract investment. 
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• At any rate, securing the peace in the nation’s west is critical for Sudan’s 
broader democratic transition that was set in motion last year. 

• Restoration of normalcy is also the only route to the timely conduct of 
democratic elections. 

  
GS-III : Economic Issues 
The majority cannot afford a balanced diet 
Context 

• New analysis from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) shows 
that hundreds of millions of people in India above the international poverty 
line of $1.90 purchasing power parity (PPP) per person per day cannot 
afford a healthy or nutritious diet. 

State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020 (SOFI 2020) 
• This analysis confirms the fact that the problem of poor nutrition in India 

is largely on account of the unaffordability of good diets, and not on 
account of lack of information on nutrition or tastes or cultural 
preferences. The large majority of Indians cannot afford a balanced 
diet. 

• Every year, the FAO, in partnership with other United Nations 
organisations, publishes a report on food security across the world. 

• This year, the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020 
(SOFI 2020) was released on July 13. 

• A new feature of SOFI 2020 is a detailed analysis of the “cost and 
affordability of healthy diets around the world”. 

Types of diets 
Three types of diet are defined. 

• The first is termed a “basic energy sufficient” diet. This is one in which 
the required calorie intake is met by consuming only the cheapest 
starchy cereal available (say, rice or wheat). A requirement of 2,329 
Kcal for a healthy young woman of 30 years is taken as the standard 
reference. 

• The second is a “nutrient adequate” diet, one where the required calorie 
norms and the stipulated requirement of 23 macro- and micro-
nutrients are met. This diet includes least cost items from different food 
groups. 
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• The third diet is a “healthy diet”. This is one which meets the calorie 
norm and the macro- and micro-nutrient norm and also allows 
for consumption of a diverse diet, from several food groups. 

• Defining a healthy diet is more complex than the other two diets, and the FAO 
uses actual recommendations for selected countries. 

• The Indian recommendation includes consumption of items from six 
groups: starchy staples, protein-rich food (legumes, meat and 
eggs), dairy, vegetables, fruits, and fats. 

• Using data on retail prices of commodities in 170 countries, linear 
programming techniques are used to identify the cost of each of these diets. 

• The following are the findings for South Asia. First, the energy-sufficient 
diet or eating only cereals to meet your calorie requirement costs 
around 80 cents a day in South Asia, and is thus affordable to a poor 
person or one defined as having an income of $1.9 a day. In short, the poor 
in India and other South Asian countries can get their calories by 
sticking to rice or wheat alone. 

• Second, the nutrient-adequate diet costs $2.12 a day. This is more than 
the international poverty line. 

• If a person with income just above the poverty line spent her entire daily 
expenditure on food (ignoring fuel, transport, rent, medicines or any other 
expenditure), even then she would not be able to afford the nutrient-adequate 
diet. 

• No one can, of course, survive by spending their entire income on food. 
• The SOFI Report assumes that a person cannot spend more than 63% of 

total expenditure on food (that is, 37% would be required for non-food 
essentials). 

• Third, the healthy diet costs $4.07 a day, or more than twice the international 
poverty line. 

• And what is this healthy diet? It includes 30 gm of cereal, 30 gm of pulses, 50 
gm of meat/chicken/fish and 50 gm of eggs, 100 gm of milk, 100 gm of 
vegetables and fruit each, and 5 gm of oil a day. 

• How does this translate into numbers of people? The SOFI Report estimates 
that 18% of South Asians (numbering 586 million people) cannot afford 
the nutrient-adequate diet and 58% of South Asians (1,337 million 
people) cannot afford the healthy diet. 

Affordability of healthy diets 
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• The number of people who cannot afford a healthy diet will have risen in the 
last three months, as employment and incomes collapsed for the 
majority of workers in the informal sector. 

• Note that the Indian poverty line of 2011-12, as defined by the Tendulkar 
Committee, amounted to ?33 per day in urban areas and ?27 per 
day in rural areas, and corresponded roughly to $1 a day at 
international PPP prices. 

• The Indian poverty line (there has been no redefinition in the last decade) is 
thus lower than the international poverty line used in the SOFI Report. 

• This result is completely contrary to the view of scholars such as Arvind 
Panagariya that the poverty line in India “may not permit a comfortable 
existence, including a balanced diet, (but) allows above subsistence existence.” 

• Second, even those with incomes of twice the international poverty line cannot 
afford a healthy diet. If we want to reduce malnutrition and food insecurity, we 
have to address the problem of affordability of healthy diets. 

• The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana offers, up to November 2020, 
an additional 5 kg of wheat or rice and 1 kg of gram or lentils a month 
free of cost to all households with ration cards. 

• This is welcome, of course, but utterly inadequate to address the massive and 
growing problem of malnutrition. 

  
GS-II : International Relations 
The South Asian-Gulf migrant crisis 
Context 

• In early July, the Kerala High Court issued notice to the Central and 
State governments on a petition seeking to set up a mechanism to assist 
NRIs who had lost their jobs abroad and had returned to India, to seek due 
compensation. 

• The petition was initiated by Lawyers Beyond Borders, an international 
network of legal experts. 

• It seeks the court’s intervention to reclaim unpaid salaries, residual 
arrears, retirement benefits, and even compensation for relatives of 
migrant workers, who had died since the outbreak of COVID-19. 

• The exposes the precarious conditions of migrant workers in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. 
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• Employers, particularly construction companies, have used the crisis as an 
opportunity to retrench masses of migrant labourers without paying them 
wages or allowances. 

Living in misery 
• The South Asia-Gulf migration corridor is among the largest in the world. 
• South Asians account for nearly 15 million in the Gulf. 
• According to the World Bank, in 2019, total remittances to South Asia 

was about $140 billion, of which India received $83.1 billion, Pakistan 
received $22.5 billion, Bangladesh received $18.3 billion and Nepal $8.1 
billion. 

• The South Asian labour force forms the backbone of the Gulf 
economies, but has had to go knocking on doors for food and other basic 
necessities. 

• The pandemic, the shutdown of companies, the tightening of borders, and the 
exploitative nature of the Kafala sponsorship system have all aggravated 
the miseries of South Asian migrant workers. 

• They have no safety net, social security protection, welfare mechanisms, or 
labour rights. 

• The events are reminiscent of the plight of migrant labourers who had been 
evacuated during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990, as we found 
during our field research in Kuwait a while ago. 

• In the initial days of the lockdown, the Kerala government was requested 
to send regular medicines for lifestyle diseases. 

• Since medicines are expensive in the GCC, migrants often procure them 
from India and stock up for a few months. 

• However, the suspension of flights caused an acute shortage of 
medicines, and exposed the frail medical insurance system in the GCC for 
these workers. Now, thousands have returned home empty-handed from the 
host countries. 

• Indians constitute the largest segment of the South Asian workforce. Gulf 
migration is predominantly a male-driven phenomenon. 

• A majority of the migrants are single men living in congested labour 
camps. 

• They share rooms and toilets, to save earnings to send back home. 
• The COVID-19 spike in these labour camps has mainly been due 

to overcrowded and unsanitary living conditions. 
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• The Indian missions, with their inadequate administrative personnel, could 
not adequately cater to the needs of the migrants. 

• The situation forced the Indian government to repatriate the NRIs through 
the Vande Bharat Mission. The Indian government has repatriated over 
7.88 lakh NRIs from various destinations. 

Rehabilitate, reintegrate, and resettle 
• To facilitate this, the Indian government has announced ‘SWADES’ for skill 

mapping of citizens returning from abroad, but implementation seems 
uncertain. 

• Kerala, the largest beneficiary of international migration, has 
announced ‘Dream Kerala’ to utilise the multifaceted resources of the 
migrants. 

• Bangladesh has announced a special package for the resettlement of 
return migrants which includes money on arrival, money to launch self-
employment projects, and compensation for the families of those who died 
abroad from COVID-19. 

• The Overseas Employment Corporation in Pakistan has come out with 
special programmes to upgrade the skills of returnees. 

• The past three major crises in the Gulf – the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, the global economic crisis, and Nitaqat in Saudi Arabia – 
had not triggered a massive return migration. 

• However, the unprecedented nature of COVID-19 along with the fluctuation of 
oil prices has triggered unpredictable levels of reverse migration. 

• In the past, high unemployment among the natives, the economic crisis, 
demographic imbalance, and the Arab spring triggered the movement for 
nationalisation of labour in the GCC countries. 

• Now, the movement for nationalisation of labour and the anti-
migrant sentiment have peaked. 

• Countries like Oman and Saudi Arabia have provided subsidies to private 
companies to prevent native lay-offs. However, the nationalisation process is 
not going to be smooth given the stigma attached to certain jobs and the 
influence of ‘royal sheikh culture’. 

Way ahead 
• The need of the hour is a comprehensive migration management 

system for countries that send workers as well as those that receive them. 
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• No South Asian country except Sri Lanka has an adequate migration 
policy. The pandemic has given us an opportunity to voice the rights of South 
Asian migrants and to bring the South Asia-Gulf migration corridor within the 
ambit of SAARC, the ILO, and UN conventions. 

  
GS-III : Economic Issues 
Digging deeper: On GST compensation 
Context 

• The Centre has finally managed to pay States the compensation due to them 
for the previous year under the GST regime. 

• The last instalment of ?13,806 crore for March 2020 was paid out recently, 
taking the total payments for the year to ?1,65,302 crore. 

GST compensation to the states 
• To refresh, States were guaranteed compensation from the Centre for the first 

five years of the new indirect tax regime introduced in July 2017, for the 
revenues they lost after the shift from the earlier system where States had the 
power to levy some indirect taxes on economic activity. 

• This compensation assumed a 14% annual growth rate in a State’s 
revenue, with 2015-16 as the base year, and was to be paid out from a 
compensation cess levied on top of the specified GST rate on luxury 
and sin goods. 

• Compensation cess under GST last year was almost ?70,000 crore less than 
the payments due to States. 

• This gap is likely to enlarge further this year with expected economic 
contraction denting GST collections as well. 

• Compensation cess inflows could shrink even more with people curbing 
discretionary spending on luxury goods in order to conserve capital or 
stay afloat in the pandemic-hit economy. 

• A little over half of the shortfall in last year’s cess kitty has been plugged by 
tapping cess balances from the first two years of GST implementation. 

• The rest has been conjured up from the Consolidated Fund of India by 
debiting Integrated GST (IGST) funds that were lying with the Centre. 

GST council’s decision 
• At the last GST Council meeting in June, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman had said the Council would convene again in July just to discuss 
the possible alternatives to deal with this particular conundrum. 
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• The chief solution officials have been fleshing out is for the Centre to raise 
special loans against future GST cess accruals in order to help meet its 
compensation promise to States. 

• But with a third of the fiscal year almost over, it would help the Centre and the 
States to battle the virus more effectively if they had more certainty and clarity 
on the cash at their disposal. 

 
GS-II : International Relations 
RIC, a triangle that is still important 
By, P.S. Raghavan, a former diplomat, is Chairman of the National Security 
Advisory Board. The views expressed are personal 
Context 

• Last month, on June 23, a few eyebrows were raised when India decided to 
attend a (virtual) meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Russia, India and China 
(RIC). 

• India stressed on the rules based interational order and to recognise the 
legitimate interests of the partner countries. 

• Russia also condemned unilateral coercive actions taken to topple the 
geopolitical rivals. 

The initial years 
• When the RIC dialogue commenced in the early 2000s, the three countries 

were positioning themselves for a transition from a unipolar to a 
multipolar world order. 

• It was not an anti-U.S. construct; all three countries considered 
their relationship with the United States an essential prop to their 
global ambitions. 

• The RIC shared some non-West (as distinct from anti-West) 
perspectives on the global order, such as an emphasis on sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, impatience with homilies on social policies and 
opposition to regime change from abroad. 

• Their support for democratisation of the global economic and 
financial architecture moved to the agenda of BRIC (with the addition of 
Brazil). 

• The initial years of the RIC dialogue coincided with an upswing in India’s 
relations with Russia and China. 
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• The advent of President Vladimir Putin reinforced the political, defence 
and energy pillars of the India-Russia strategic partnership. 

• With China, the 2003 decision to bring a political approach to the 
boundary dispute and to develop other cooperation, encouraged a multi-
sectoral surge in relations. 

• An agreement in 2005, identifying political parameters applicable in an 
eventual border settlement, implicitly recognised India’s interests in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

Subtext to India-U.S. ties 
• Simultaneously, India’s relations with the U.S. surged, encompassing 

trade and investment, a landmark civil nuclear deal and a burgeoning 
defence relationship that met India’s objective of diversifying military 
acquisitions away from a near-total dependence on Russia. 

• With rising China emerging as a challenger to its global pre-eminence, the U.S. 
saw value in partnering with a democratic India in Asia. 

• China went back on the 2005 agreement, launched the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, worked to undermine India’s influence in its 
neighbourhood and expanded its military and economic presence in 
the Indian Ocean. 

• The texture of the relationship with Russia also changed, as India-U.S. 
collaboration widened — in defence and the Indo-Pacific. 

• As U.S.-Russia relations imploded in 2014 (after the 
annexation/accession of Crimea), Russia’s pushback against the U.S. 
included cultivating the Taliban in Afghanistan and enlisting Pakistan’s 
support for it. 

• The western campaign to isolate Russia drove it into a much closer embrace of 
China — particularly in defence cooperation — than their history of strategic 
rivalry should have permitted. Thus, the RIC claim of overlapping or similar 
approaches to key international issues, sounds hollow today. 

Links in the grouping 
• Having noted this, the Russia-India-China engagement still has significance. 
• India is in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), which is 

driven by Russia and China and includes four Central Asian countries. 
• Central Asia is strategically located, bordering our turbulent 

neighbourhood. 
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• A sliver of land separates Tajikistan from Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir. 

• Pakistan’s membership of SCO and the potential admission of Iran and 
Afghanistan (as member states) heighten the significance of the SCO for 
India. 

• Growing Chinese influence is testing the informal Russia-China 
understanding that Russia handles the politico-security issues in 
the region and China extends economic support. 

• It is important for India to shape the Russia-China dynamics in this region, to 
the extent possible. 

• The Central Asian countries have signalled they would welcome such a 
dilution of the Russia-China duopoly. 

• The ongoing India-Iran-Russia project for a sea/road/rail link from 
western India through Iran to Afghanistan and Central Asia, is an important 
initiative for achieving an effective Indian presence in Central Asia, alongside 
Russia and China. 

• The defence and energy pillars of India’s partnership with Russia remain 
strong. 

• Access to Russia’s abundant natural resources can enhance our 
materials security — the importance of which has been highlighted by COVID-
19. 

•  We have to work bilaterally and multilaterally on a range of issues, even while 
firmly protecting our interests on the border, in technology and the economy. 

The Indo-Pacific issue 
• The elephant in the RIC room is the Indo-Pacific. For India, it is a geographic 

space of economic and security importance, in which a cooperative order 
should prevent the dominance of any external power. 

• China sees our Indo-Pacific initiatives as part of a U.S.-led policy of 
containing China. R 

• Russia’s Foreign Ministry sees the Indo-Pacific as an American ploy to 
draw India and Japan into a military alliance against China and 
Russia. 

• India’s focus on economic links with the Russian Far 
East and activation of a Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor may 
help persuade Russia that its interests in the Pacific are compatible with our 
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interest in diluting Chinese dominance in the Indo-Pacific; this also accords 
with President Putin’s concept of a Greater Eurasia. 

Autonomy of action 
• National security cannot be fully outsourced. India’s quest for autonomy of 

action is based on its geographical realities, historical legacies and global 
ambitions — not a residual Cold War mindset. 

  
GS-III : Health 
The cost of haste: On drugs, vaccines and regulators 
Breach of ‘Do not harm’ principle 

• So far-reaching are the effects of COVID-19 that it has harried drug 
regulatory authorities, usually the most risk-averse within the 
bureaucracy. 

• ‘Do no harm’ is the driving principle of drug regulation and this is 
reflected in the thicket of documents and permissions that stand before the 
average novel drug or vaccine, for a chance at making it to the market. 

Compressed timelines 
• However, SARS-CoV-2, while mostly non-lethal, kills across demography and 

age-groups to confound sophisticated care systems. 
• This has sent a signal to drug companies, biomedical firms and 

governments to scramble for anything with even the slightest chance of 
success. 

• It is in this context that regulators, used to long timelines of testing new 
vaccines or drugs, are now under pressure to facilitate a solution 
rather than stick to weighing and dwelling on evidence of efficacy and 
safety. 

• India’s drug regulatory authority as well as the Department of 
Biotechnology, which also funds vaccine development and drug research, 
now collaborate on fast-tracking. 

• For instance, if an Indian company has partnered with a foreign one in 
developing a vaccine, then any trials already conducted by the foreign unit 
would be considered in allowing Indian companies to avoid repeating them 
in India. 

• For drugs, those that have been proven to be safe for treating one disease may 
skip a fresh, large human trial, or a phase-3 trial. 
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• Potential vaccines too are now allowed to combine stages of trials — 
normally, regulators must approve results of each stage — to permit 
those testing the drug to move to the next stage. 

• The rush to compress timelines, in itself, is no guarantee that a workable 
vaccine or reliable drug will emerge any faster. Drugs and vaccine-
development have historically been expensive because immunology is a 
complex, eternal struggle with disease, and with high failures. 

Need of the hour 
• There have been instances when disease mortality is so high that not offering 

even a half-baked drug or a vaccine would be unethical. 
• That is a call regulators have to constantly take. But not all emergencies are the 

same. 
• There is now a situation, as in the case of itolizumab, a psoriasis drug 

repurposed for COVID-19, where the drug regulator has approved it for 
emergency use but the COVID-19 task force has expressed its reservations. 

• Such dissonance among experts is unacceptable especially when they all have 
access to the same evidence. 

• There is a tendency to view COVID-19 vaccine development or a new drug as a 
‘race’ in which only the first vaccine to be out matters. 

Haste does not aid science. 
 
GS-III : Health 
COVID-19 and a country club India must leave 
Context 

• This article is about the performance of India, USA and Brazil in handling the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

• These three countries share the toxic levels of historic inequalities which 
affect every structure of society including, most importantly, the health-care 
system. 

Stark inequalities 
• The value of investing in a just public health-care system has never been as 

starkly obvious during the COVID-19. 
• To be sure, there have been far deadlier epidemics which continue to kill 

many more people than COVID-19 but they, like HIV, diarrhoeal 
diseases and tuberculosis, have mostly killed the poor and the 
marginalised, outside the conscious radar of those in power. 
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• More to the point, no previous epidemic brought the engines of the 
economy to a standstill. 

• However, on this occasion, for the first time, the wealthy and 
the powerful in their urban palaces have found themselves marooned. 

On universal coverage 
• The countries which were able to handle this pandemic well and revive their 

economy like Singapore are because of their commitment by both the 
state and civil society to the principles of universal health coverage. 

• To be fair, if universal health coverage was conflated with the simple existence 
of a publicly financed health-care system, then India, like the United 
States and Brazil, can already boast to have met this goal. 

• However, investment in public-health infrastructure is not what universal 
health coverage means in spirit: only a system which all people, rich and 
poor, those in power and those who are powerless, can rely on to be 
given care with the same quality regardless of their station in society, can be 
truly considered “universal”. 

A question of quality 
• Such a universal health coverage system does not exist in India, or the U.S. or 

Brazil, where more than half the population, concentrated in the upper 
income groups, seeks health care in the fee-for-service private sector. 

• The private sector in India provides almost 80% of outpatient and 60% 
of inpatient care, as a result of which falling ill is one of the 
most important contributors to indebtedness in the country. 

• While the government’s much heralded insurance scheme does buffer a 
segment of our population, the very poor, from impoverishment due to 
hospital admissions, outpatient care which comprises the bulk of 
health-care expenditure remains untouched. 

• Whereas universal health coverage is recognised by many countries as 
a strategy to empower people to lift themselves out of poverty and as 
a foundation of sustainable development, health care in India has 
become a leading cause of poverty. 

• I have often heard the titans of corporate medicine in India justify their costs 
by arguing that these are much cheaper than in the U.S. or Europe; such 
comparisons are ridiculous as they are oblivious of the fact that India’s per 
capita income places us as one of the poorest countries in the world. 
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• But beyond the clearly visible ills of the wholesale commercialisation of 
health care, there are a host of other challenges to realising universal 
health coverage, from the standards of our infrastructure to the honesty and 
competency of health-care workers which contribute to the abysmal 
quality of care, in both the private and public sectors. 

• At the heart of this pathetic state of affairs is the complete lack of 
accountability of either the private or public sector, and the absence 
of the stewardship role of the state in ensuring justice and quality of 
health care for all its citizens. 

• There is a fundamental breakdown of trust between civil society and 
the health-care system, exemplified at its most extreme by violence 
against health-care providers. 

• Fixing the rot will need structural reforms far beyond the top-down 
“missions” and knee-jerk punitive actions which have dominated our 
policy-making for over 70 years. 

• But for this to happen, we will need a broad coalition across the political 
establishment and civil society, in particular the wealthy and ruling 
classes, to demand change. 

A historic opportunity 
• Even if the pandemic has hit the poor the hardest, it has also crippled the 

nation. 
• Health care is the wisest investment for the economy, such an investment 

must be accompanied by a social compact that the same system caters to all. 
 
GS-III : Internal security 
A quest for order amid cyber insecurity 
By, Syed Akbaruddin has served as India’s Permanent Representative at the United 
Nations 
Cyber-attacks both by state and non-state actors 

• Cyber-attacks amidst this pandemic has grown tremendously. In one week in 
April 2020, reportedly, there were over 18 million daily malware and 
phishing emails related to COVID-19 monitored by a single email 
provider, in addition to more than 240 million COVID-19-related daily 
spam messages. 
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• Twitter hackers collected $120,000 in full public gaze, while 
a “ransomware” target in California quietly paid 116.4 bitcoins or 
$1.14 million. 

• There is also concern about the role of states. 
• Australia mentioned of attacks by a state actor. China has been 

accused of hacking health-care institutions in the United States working 
on novel coronavirus treatment. 

• The United Kingdom has warned of hackers backed by the Russian 
state targeting pharmaceutical companies conducting COVID-19 vaccine 
research. 

• The ban on specified Chinese Apps, on grounds that they are “engaged 
in activities prejudicial to the sovereignty and integrity of India” adds 
another layer of complexity to the contestation in cyberspace. 

New niche 
• Like global public health, cybersecurity is a niche area, left to experts. 
• A better understanding of the global cyberspace architecture is 

required. 
No global commons 

• Borderless cyberspace, as a part of the “global commons” does not exist. 
• It is an illusion that connectivity across national boundaries nurtured. 
• The Internet depends on physical infrastructure that is under 

national control, and hence is subject to border controls too. 
• Each state applies its laws to national networks, consistent with its 

international commitments. 
• States are responsible for cybersecurity, enforcement of laws and 

protection of public good. 
• States are responsible for their actions, as well as for actions taken from within 

their sovereign territory. 
• The infrastructure on which the Internet rests falls within 

jurisdictions of many states with differing approaches. 
• Cyberspace has multiple stakeholders, not all of which are states. Non-

state actors play key roles — some benign, some malignant. 
• Many networks are private, with objectives differing from those of states. 
• We are at an incipient stage of looking for “cyber norms” that 

can balance the competing demands of national sovereignty and 
transnational connectivity. 
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Gaps in current processes 

• It was in 1998 that Russia inscribed the issue of information and 
communications technologies (ICTs) in international security on 
the UN agenda. 

• Since then six Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) with two-year 
terms and limited membership have functioned — the most on any issue at 
the United Nations. 

• In addition, an Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) began last 
year with a broadly similar mandate, but open to all. 

• The discussions are narrowly focused in line with the mandate of the 
forum that set it up. 

• Issues such as Internet governance, development, espionage, 
and digital privacy are kept out. 

• While terrorism and crime are acknowledged as important, 
discussion on these has not been focused on, as ostensibly best done in other 
UN bodies. 

• The net result of the UN exercise has been an acceptance that international 
law and the UN Charter are applicable in cyberspace; a set of 
voluntary norms of responsible state behaviour was agreed to in 
2015. 

• UN Secretary General António Guterres’s recent report, “Roadmap for 
Digital Cooperation”, gently calls for action. 

• A few confidence building measures may follow. However, short of a 
cataclysmic event, these processes do not hold much hope in the current 
geopolitical circumstances. 

More engagement needed 
• Generally the growth of technology is way ahead of the development of 

associated norms and institutions. 
• Despite the digital divide, the next billion smart phone users will 

include a significant number from India. 
• We have a very active nodal agency for cybersecurity in the 

Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology. 

• India has had representatives on five of the six GGEs. 
• We participate actively at the OEWG. 
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• The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, of which we are a 
member, voiced support for a code of conduct. 

• India joined the Christchurch Call which brought together countries and 
companies in an effort to stop the use of social media for promoting 
terrorism and violent extremism. 

Way ahead 
• Domestically, we need the clarity that adoption of a data protection 

legislation will bring. 
• Globally, we need to partake in shaping cybernorms. 
• Acceding to the Budapest Convention, or Convention on Cybercrime 

of the Council of Europe (CETS No.185), which started as a European 
initiative but has attracted others, is an option that we should examine. 

• We need to encourage our private sector to get involved more in industry-
focused processes such as the Microsoft-initiated Cybersecurity Tech 
Accord and the Siemens-led Charter of Trust. 

• Engagement in multi-stakeholder orientations such as the Paris Call 
(for trust and security in cyberspace) can help. 
  

GS-III : Biodiversity 
Fewer species, more disease 
Context 

• Scientists believe that the loss of biodiversity, and wildlife trade, 
have strong linkages with the emergence of epidemics. 

• The pandemic is an opportunity for the global community to explore the 
consequences of its unscientific actions on nature and prepare for 
behavioural change. 

 
Loss of biodiversity 

• Dangerous infectious diseases (Ebola, Bird flu, MERS, SARS, Nipah, 
etc.) have been transferred from wild animals to humans. 

• In order to clear land for agriculture and development, forests and 
habitats have been destroyed. 
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• In the process, we have lost several species. 
• Human-induced environmental changes reduce 

biodiversity resulting in new conditions that host vectors and/or 
pathogens. 

Probabilities of zoonotic transmission of COVID-19 
• It is not yet fully understood which species have contributed to the 

transmission of COVID-19 and how. 
• However, according to experts, there is strong evidence that it spread from 

a wildlife market in Wuhan, China. 
• Two hypothesis have been discussed: 

(a) the virus jumped from bats directly to humans; 
(b) from bats to pangolins and then to humans. 
Organised Crime 

• Apart from wildlife markets, illegal trade of wildlife is part of the 
growing problem. 

• Trafficking in wild plants and animals and wildlife products has become 
one of the largest and most lucrative forms of organised crime. 

• By deliberately pursuing and hunting certain species or by establishing 
monocultures, habitats and ecosystems are being damaged, fragmented 
or destroyed. 

• Illegal wildlife smuggling is an emerging threat to India’s unique 
wildlife heritage. 

• According to an NGO based in Guwahati, which works for the protection of 
Eastern Himalayan biodiversity, India shelters a number of vulnerable 
and threatened species. 

• Body parts of animals including pangolins, Asiatic black 
bears and rhinos are being traded illegally to countries such as China, 
Vietnam, and Laos. 

• Another study has found that there was a significant increase in the poaching 
of wild animals in India even during the lockdown. 

• Species are being wiped out by organised trade networks, with new poaching 
techniques, for manufacturing traditional Chinese medicines. 

• The IPBES Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services shows that people extensively encroach natural 
habitats; hence biodiversity is declining significantly. 
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• By disturbing the delicate balance of nature, we have created ideal 
conditions for the spread of viruses from animals to humans. 

• We should realise that we live in a world where biodiversity is our common 
heritage and natural capital. 

The way forward 
• We need to revisit our relationship with nature and rebuild 

an environmentally responsible world. 
• Nations should work towards realising the 2050 vision for 

biodiversity, ‘Living in Harmony with Nature’. 
• We must follow a ‘one health’ approach which considers the health of 

people, wild and domesticated animals, and the environment. 
• We need to strictly regulate high-risk wildlife markets, promote green 

jobs and work towards achieving carbon-neutral economies. 
• India should strictly enforce the Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972, 

which prohibits the trade of 1,800 species of wild animals/plants and 
their derivatives; the Biological Diversity Act of 2002; strategies and 
action plans including the National Biodiversity Targets; and 
the National Biodiversity Mission. 

• The mainstreaming of biodiversity is needed in our post-COVID-19 
development programme. 

• The over 2 lakh biodiversity management committees (local-level 
statutory bodies formed under the Act) can play a significant role in this 
regard. 

• Mass biodiversity literacy should be our mission. 
• Ecosystem integrity will regulate diseases and restrict the transmission of 

pathogens from one species to another. 
  
GS-II : Education Policy 
An education policy that is sweeping in its vision 
Context 

• The National Education Policy 2020 is the fourth major policy initiative 
in education since Independence. 

Sweeping in vision 
• Based on two committee reports and extensive nationwide 

consultations, NEP 2020 is sweeping in its vision and seeks to address the 
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entire gamut of education from preschool to doctoral studies, and 
from professional degrees to vocational training. 

• It acknowledges the 21st century need for mobility, flexibility, 
alternate pathways to learning, and self-actualisation. 

Issues faced by India in its education system 
• India has faced unprecedented challenges in providing quality education 

to children and the youth. 
• Lack of resources and capacity, dozens of mother tongues, a link 

language that despite being the global language of choice is alien to most, and 
a persistent mismatch between the knowledge and skills imparted 
and the jobs available have been some of the challenges that have bedeviled 
our efforts since Independence. 

Key points of NEP,2020 
• In adopting a 5+3+3+4 model for school education starting at age 3, it 

recognises the primacy of the formative years from ages 3 to 8 in 
shaping the child’s future. 

• It also recognises the importance of learning in the child’s mother tongue till at 
least Class 5. 

• We should recognise that between ages 3 and 8, picking up languages is 
child’s play, and blend the mother tongue and English in the first five 
years of school. Multilingual felicity could become the USP of the educated 
Indian. 

• Another key aspect of school education in the new policy is the laudable goal of 
introducing vocational courses with internship. 

• The ‘blue-collarisation’ of vocations in our society is also a hurdle to be 
overcome, but this need not deter us from recognising the merits of the 
proposed policy. Needless to say, the policy envisages 100% Gross 
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in school education by 2030. 

• The NEP 2020 proposes a multi-disciplinary higher 
education framework with portable credits, and multiple 
exits with certificates, diplomas and degrees. 

• An ambitious GER of 50% is envisaged by 2035. 
• At the apex will be Multidisciplinary Education and Research 

Universities, where research will be supported by a new National 
Research Foundation. 
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• The role of our colleges in attaining the ambitious GER target is recognised by 
empowering them as autonomous degree-granting institutions, 
and phasing out the affiliated college in 15 years. 

The question of regulation 
• NEP 2020 makes a bold prescription to free our schools, colleges and 

universities from periodic “inspections” and place them on the path of 
self-assessment and voluntary declaration. 

• Transparency, maintaining quality standards and a favourable public 
perception will become a 24X7 pursuit for the institutions, leading to all-round 
improvement in their standard. 

• A single, lean body with four verticals for standards-setting, funding, 
accreditation and regulation is proposed to provide “light but tight” 
oversight. 

Way forward 
• The NEP lays particular emphasis on providing adequate support to ensure 

that no child is deprived of education, and every challenged child is provided 
the special support she needs. 

• The long-neglected ancient Indian languages and Indic knowledge 
systems are also identified for immediate attention. 

• All this requires enormous resources. An ambitious target of public spending 
at 6% of GDP has been set. 

• However, resources are never the main roadblock to success in education. 
If public and political will can be mustered, resources will find their way from both 
public and private sources. NEP 2020 provides the ingredients and the right 
recipe. What we make of it depends entirely on us. 
 
GS-II : Education Policy 
A long road: On National Education Policy 2020 
Context 

• The National Education Policy 2020 announced by the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development sets for itself the goal of transforming the 
system to meet the needs of 21st Century India. 

NEO,2020 
• In a federal system, any educational reform can be implemented only 

with support from the States, and the Centre has the giant task of building 
a consensus on the many ambitious plans. 
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• The policy, inter alia, aims to eliminate problems of 
pedagogy, structural inequities, access asymmetries and rampant 
commercialisation. 

• The NEP 2020 is the first omnibus policy after the one issued in 1986, and it 
has to contend with multiple crises in the system. 

• It is no secret that primary schools record shockingly poor literacy and 
numeracy outcomes, dropout levels in middle and secondary 
schools are significant, and the higher education system has 
generally failed to meet the aspirations for multi-disciplinary 
programmes. 

• In structural terms, the NEP’s measures to introduce early childhood 
education from age 3, offer school board examinations twice a year to 
help improve performance, move away from rote learning, raise 
mathematical skills for everyone, shift to a four-year undergraduate 
college degree system, and create a Higher Education Commission of 
India represent major changes. 

• Progress on these crucially depends on the will to spend the promised 6% of 
GDP as public expenditure on education. 

• The policy also says that wherever possible, the medium of instruction in 
schools until at least Class 5, but preferably until Class 8 and beyond, will 
be the home language or mother tongue or regional language. 

• This is a long-held view, and has its merits, although in a large and diverse 
country where mobility is high, the student should have the option to 
study in the language that enables a transfer nationally. English has 
performed that role due to historical factors. 

Need of adequate funds 
• There are some good elements to the NEP 2020 that will generate little 

friction, and need only adequate resourcing. 
• Provision of an energy-filled breakfast, in addition to the nutritious mid-

day meal, to help children achieve better learning outcomes, is one. 
• Creation of ‘inclusion funds’ to help socially and educationally 

disadvantaged children pursue education is another. 
• Where the policy fails to show rigour, however, is on universalisation of 

access, both in schools and higher education; the Right to 
Education needs specific measures to succeed. 

Issues that may arise from the states 
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• Fee regulations exist in some States even now, but the regulatory process is 
unable to rein in profiteering in the form of unaccounted donations. 

• The idea of a National Higher Education Regulatory Council as an apex 
control organisation is bound to be resented by States. 

• Similarly, a national body for aptitude tests would have to convince the 
States of its merits. 

Way ahead 
• Among the many imperatives, the deadline to achieve universal literacy and 

numeracy by 2025 should be a top priority as a goal that will crucially 
determine progress at higher levels. 

  
GS-II : Indian Polity 
Rajasthan developments: Getting ahead of constitutional practices 
Context 

• The Rajasthan High Court’s order of July 24 staying the anti-
defection proceedings initiated by the Assembly Speaker against the rebel 
Congress legislators raises important constitutional issues. 

• A simple petition challenging the issuance of notices by the Speaker to the 
rebel MLAs was turned into a very complex one challenging 
the constitutionality of Para 2(1)(a) of the Tenth Schedule to the 
Constitution (anti-defection law). 

Staying the Speaker’s action 
• The simple plea initially brought before the court by the rebels was that the 

notice issued by the Speaker was bad in law and should be quashed. 
• The Rules for defection were first framed by the Lok Sabha Speaker 

in 1985 and adopted by more or less all the State Legislatures. 
Important rules to remember 

• Rule 6 of the Lok Sabha rules deals with the filing of the petition and 
the forwarding of the same by the Speaker to the Member concerned and 
related matters. 

• Rule 6 (4) says that before making a petition seeking 
the disqualification of a member, the petitioner shall satisfy himself that 
there are reasonable grounds for believing that the Member concerned has 
become subject to disqualification. 
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• Thus, the rule requires the petitioner, and not the Speaker, to satisfy 
himself about the reasonableness of the ground for 
disqualification. 

• This responsibility is discharged by the petitioner by appending a brief 
statement to the petition stating clearly that he has so satisfied himself. 

• This statement signifies the petitioner’s full compliance with Rule 6 
(4). 

• Rule 7 says that on receipt of the petition, the Speaker shall consider 
whether the petition complies with the requirements of Rule 6. 

• If he finds that the petition does not meet all the requirements, 
he shall dismiss it. 

• If it complies with all the requirements, he shall forward the copy of 
the petition and the annexure to the concerned Member and require him 
to submit his comments within seven days of the receipt of the copy 
of the petition. 

• This is the so-called show cause notice which has been challenged. 
• Rule 6(4) makes it abundantly clear that the onus of satisfying himself 

about the reasonableness of the ground for disqualification is on the 
petitioner. 

• Once that is done, the Speaker’s job is merely to forward the petition to 
the concerned member and give him a date for submitting his comments. 

• As is obvious, the Speaker cannot go into the reasonableness of 
the grounds cited in the petition at this stage because the comments of the 
respondent, evidence he may submit etc., are not before him. 

• Only through a proper hearing will the Speaker be able to know whether 
reasonable grounds exist for disqualification. 

• Then how a challenge can be brought against a ‘notice’ at this stage. 
• It can thus be concluded that the Speaker’s act of forwarding the 

petition cannot be legally challenged under Rule 7 as he is acting in 
accordance with the rules. 

• This point does not seem to have received any attention from the court as 
otherwise the petition would have been dismissed at the threshold. 

Judicial overreach 
• In Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu (1992), while barring any interlocutory 

intervention by the court in the Tenth Schedule proceedings, the Supreme 
Court held that a challenge is not barred if there is an imminent threat of 
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disqualification/ suspension before the Speaker takes a final 
decision on merit. 

• In the Tenth Schedule proceedings, there is no disqualification/ 
suspension of a Member in the interim period. 

• Therefore, the exception mentioned by the court does not become applicable 
here, which means no interim intervention by the court is 
contemplated in these proceedings. 

• Staying the Speaker’s action is unprecedented and unheard of at the ‘notice’ 
stage. 

Date of the Assembly session 
• The second part of the political drama, about the date of the Assembly session, 

has just ended, with the Cabinet yielding to the Governor’s demand that there 
should be a 21-day gap between the summoning(U/A. 174) and 
commencement of the session. 

• Summoning the Assembly is a routine constitutional function of the Governor. 
• As per the normal procedure, once the Cabinet decides to call the session 

on a particular date, that decision is conveyed to the Governor who signs 
the summons order and sends it back the same day or the next day. 

• Thereafter, the summons is issued to individual members by the 
Assembly Secretary. 

• By not agreeing to the date decided by the Cabinet, the Governor has shown 
that he has the final say (against the Nabam Rebia case judgement). 

• This is fraught with many disturbing possibilities in the relationship between 
the Governor and the State government. 

• Under Article 174 of the Constitution, the Governor summons the Assembly. 
But the Governor can act only on the advice of the Council of 
Ministers. 

• The Cabinet form of government presupposes that the executive power 
of the state vests in the elected government headed by the Chief 
Minister. 

• The Governor, being a constitutional head, does not exercise any of the 
executive powers except where the Constitution assigns him certain functions 
to be performed in his discretion. 

• Calling the session of the Assembly is a part of the executive 
functions of the government and the Governor can summon the 
Assembly only on the advice of the Cabinet. 
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Nabam Rebia and Baman Felix v. Deputy Speaker (2016) case 

• In Nabam Rebia and Baman Felix v. Deputy Speaker (2016), the 
Supreme Court reaffirmed this position when it said, “In such view of the 
matter, we are satisfied in concluding that the Governor can summon and 
prorogue and dissolve the House only on the aid and advice of the 
Council of Ministers with the Chief Minister as the head. And not on 
his own”. 

• The crucial question in Rajasthan is whether the Governor has any 
discretionary power in the matter of summoning the Assembly. 

• The Governor asked the government to change the date of commencement 
recommended by the Cabinet and proposed a date after 21 days. Finally, he got 
the Cabinet to yield to his wishes. 

• The decision to convene the Assembly session is taken by the Cabinet; the 
Governor has to merely sign the summons order. 

• Further, the Governor has no role in the conduct of the business of 
the House, which is done under the control and supervision of the 
Speaker. 

• Therefore, it is not open to the Governor to ask the government to 
clarify whether it wants to bring a confidence motion in the House. 

• The government has no legal or constitutional duty to take 
the Governor into confidence about the agenda of the House. 

• No rules of the House provide for such a course of action. This position has 
been amply clarified by the Supreme Court in a number of cases. 

And what if the Governor does not sign the summons? 
• In Shamsher Singh v. State of Punjab (1974), the Supreme Court said: 

“The Governor has no right to refuse to act on the advice of the 
Council of Ministries. Such a position is antithetical to the concept 
of ‘responsible government’.” 

The 21-day period 
• The last point is about the significance of the 21-day period suggested by the 

Governor. 
• The Constitution does not provide for this. In 1969, the Rules Committee 

of the Lok Sabha recommended that the gap between the date of 
summons and of the commencement of the House should be 21 
days. 
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• This was thought of as necessary as the collection, collation and scrutiny of 
information relating to Questions, at different levels of bureaucracy, before it 
was placed in the House, was a time-consuming job. 

• Although Parliament changed it to 15 days later, many State 
Legislatures continue with the 21-day period. 

• It is not an inflexible rule, and says “unless the Speaker otherwise decides”. 
• This rule is generally followed but it has never constrained governments from 

convening the House at shorter notice. 
• In fact, the Rajasthan House rule itself provides for a session at 

shorter notice. 
• If the government feels the urgency, it is well within its power to convene the 

House at shorter notice. 
  
GS-III : Science and Technology 
Banking on serology: On seroprevalence studies 
Study reveals: 

• A recent serology survey that scientists used to estimate the spread of COVID-
19 in Mumbai has found that nearly 57% of those tested in slums had been 
exposed to the virus and had developed antibodies against it as compared 
to only 16% of those tested in residential societies. 

• Results from Delhi’s seroprevalence study, earlier this month, found that 
nearly a quarter of the 21,000-odd samples tested had been exposed to the 
virus and some of the densest districts had over 20% prevalence. 

•  Of the nearly 7,000 tested in Mumbai, nearly 61% were slum-dwellers and the 
higher prevalence of the virus there showed that — as expected — those living 
in the densest urban agglomerations were most likely to have been 
infected by it. 

• A large proportion of those in whom antibodies were detected were 
asymptomatic and this pointed to the fact that the fatality rate in Mumbai 
may be “as low as 0.05-0.10 per cent, instead of the existing 5.5 per 
cent,” as per an estimate accompanying the results of the survey. 

Herd immunity-unscientific 
• Such serological surveys are increasingly being used by States. Ahmedabad’s 

civic body conducted one to conclude that only 17% of the city had 
been likely exposed to the virus and Tamil Nadu too is in the midst of 
conducting such a survey. 
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• A dominant theme driving State bodies that commission such surveys is 
to check for levels of ‘herd immunity’, or if 60%-70% of the 
population have encountered the infection. 

• The argument is that this degree of exposure will, akin to a vaccine, also 
protect the rest of those uninfected. 

• But given the absence of knowledge about how long antibodies last and the 
extent to which they protect from fresh infections, herd immunity isn’t a 
precise science and not something that ought to be pursued by a state as a 
matter of policy. 

• It is four months since India got its first 100 cases and very early in May, the 
Indian Council of Medical Research’s survey had shown that the number of 
those infected by the virus were many multiples of those that were being 
reflected in official confirmed-case statistics. 

Conclusion 
• The unrelenting advance of the virus shows that while it is much less of a 

killer, in aggregate, than expected, it spares few from infection. 
• Therefore, in the absence of a reliable vaccine, the vast majority of people 

everywhere — irrespective of peaks and ebbs in daily caseloads — continue to 
be vulnerable. 
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All the best 

Jai Hind  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2019 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 



100 

Mains CURRENT QIP –E&Y       July-2020 
4E:EXPLAINATION-ELABORATION-ENUMERATION-EXAMINATION 

 Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

10/70 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com          8010068998/9999801394 
©2019 ASPIRE IAS. All rights reserved 


