CS—-73/06

ORIYA LANGUAGE
Time Allowed—Three Hours
Maximum Marks—300

Candidates should attempt ALL questions. Marks carried

by each question are indicated against the question.
Answers must be written in Oriya.
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The Mahanadi is pre-eminently the river of
Orissa. Few passers-by are aware that this river

_ discharges the greatest volume of water of any in the

country during the monsoon. Her delta stretches for
200 km. Out of favour with the pundits for the
Buddhist associations that surround her, the great river,
after her tortuous course east of the Maikala plateau
through the most minerally rich tracts of India,

. remains without a temple to her credit. The betrayal

of one of the nation's prime rivers which unwinds to a
length of 900 km ought to caution those who equate
orthodox Hindu concerns with the reality that is India.

Her magnificently tangled course through the
Eastern Ghats is preceded by the impressive Hirakud
dam. As with the Suvarnarekha, a sister stream from
the Jharkhand area, these tribal river banks are amongst
the most scenically ravishing in India. Today they are
threatened by mineral extraction by the most rapacious
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means and these opencast mines have sullied the
natural beauty of the river banks.
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