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                                             Focus Interview Programme 
1. National Agriculture Policy 

The first ever National Agriculture Policy 
was announced on 28th July, 2000. The 
formulation of Agriculture Policy had been 
under consideration of the Government for 
the last few years as a comprehensive 
National Agriculture Policy was absolutely 
essential to build on the inherent strength 
of the agriculture and allied sectors to 
address the constraints and to make 
optimal use of resources and opportunities 
emerging as a result of advancement in 
science and technology and emerging of a 
new economic regime. 

National Agriculture Policy seeks to 
actualise vast untapped growth potential of 
Indian Agriculture, strengthen rural 
infrastructure to support faster agricultural 
development, promote value addition, 
accelerate the growth of agro-business 
create employment in rural areas, secure 
affair standard of living for the farmers and 
agricultural workers and their families, 
discourage migration to urban areas and 
face the challenges arising out of economic 
liberalization and globalization over the 
next two decades. 

Objectives : 

 Attaining a growth rate above 4.0 per cent 
per annum in the agricultural sector; 

 Attaining a growth which is based on 
efficient use of resources and also makes 
provision for conservation of our soil, 
water and bio-diversity; 

 Attainment of growth with equity, i.e., 
attaining a growth whose impact would be 
widespread across regions and different 
classes of farmers; 

 Attaining a growth that is demand-driven 
and cater to the need of domestic markets 
and ensuring maximization of benefit from 
exports of agricultural products in the face 
of challenges from economic liberalization 
and globalization; 

 Attaining a growth that is sustainable 
technologically, environmentally and 
economically 

In order to fulfill this strategy, the following 
measures are suggested in the new policy: 

1. To use unutilized barren wastelands for 
agriculture and afforestation. 

2. To contain biotic pressures on land and to 
control indiscriminate division of agricultural 
lands for non-agricultural uses. 

3. To enhance cropping intensity through multi-
cropping and inter-cropping. 

4. To emphasize rational use of ground and 
surface water so that over-exploitation of ground 
water resources can be checked. To adopt better 
technologies such as drip and sprinkler irrigation 
system so as to arrange more economic and 
efficient use of water. 

5. To adopt vigorously a long-term perspective 
plan for sustainable rain-fed agriculture by 
adopting watershed approach and water harvesting 
method for development of two-thirds of cropped 
area of the country which is dependent on rainfall. 

6. Involvement of farmers and landless labourers 
will be sought in the development of 
pastures/forestry programmes on huge public 
wasteland by providing adequate financial 
incentives and entitlement of trees and pastures. 


