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INDO-PACIFIC: STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE. 
The term ‘Indo-Pacific’ has gained currency as a new construct in recent times. The 
Indo-Pacific provides a geographic and strategic expanse, with the two oceans being 
linked together by the ten ASEAN countries. Security in the region is must through 
dialogue to ensure a common rules-based order, freedom of navigation and 
unimpeded commerce in accordance with international law. India supports a rules-
based, balanced, and stable trade environment in the Indo- Pacific region. 
Sustainable connectivity initiatives promoting mutual benefit should be continually 
fostered. 
Strategic significance of Indo-Pacific region for India: 

1. Strategic significance: Indio-Pacific is a multipolar region, contributing 
more than half of the world’s GDP and population. A stable, secure and 
prosperous Indo-Pacific Region is an important pillar of India’s strategic 
partnership with the other countries especially USA. 

2. Mineral Resources: Maritime territories have also emerged as depositories 
of vital resources ranging from fish stocks to minerals and offshore oil and 
gas.48 The South China Sea, for instance, is estimated to hold some 10 per 
cent of the global catch of fish as well as 11 billion barrels of oil and 190 trillion 
cubic feet (tcf) of gas. 

3. Economic Growth: According to a report of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), countries in the Indo-Pacific produce over 60% of global GDP, making 
the region the largest single contributor to global growth. 

4. Commerce: The region consists of many of the world’s vital choke points for 
global commerce, including the Straits of Malacca which is very critical for the 
growth of world economy.  The Indo-Pacific region also stands at the 
intersection of international trade, with around 32.2 million barrels of crude 
oil pass through annually and 40% of global exports come from the region. 

5. Maritime Trade: Pacific islands are strategically significant from New 
Delhi’s point of view as they sit astride important sea lines of communication 
through which important maritime trade is conducted. 

 
Historical base 

 In 2018 Shangrila Dialogue India had clearly indicated the geographical 
reach of India’s idea of the Indo-Pacific, which starts from Africa to the 
America, which covers both the Indian and Pacific Oceans, in tandem with 
that of Japan. 

 It is a very rich region in terms of natural resources (fisheries, oil, gas) 
as well as mineral resources. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-china-maritime-affairs-dialogue
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 Trade of some of the major economies like China, Japan, Korea or the 
west coast of the United States goes through this region. 

 About 50% of India’s trade is conducted through the South China Sea. India 
has been one of the major players in the region. India conducts many 
naval exercises with the United States, countries of ASEAN, Japan, Korea 
and Vietnam. 

 The international community including India wants freedom of navigation, 
freedom of over flights in the region. 

 
 
Recent process 
India, France and Australia have held track 1.5 dialogue to identify security 
challenges and sustainability issues in the Indo Pacific region. Safeguarding freedom 
of navigation and keeping Indo Pacific stable was a crucial item on the agenda 
during Prime minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron’s 
annual summit in Paris. 
 
Note: 

 The track 1.5 dialogue refers to top-level political decision-makers, yet 
in informal, non-official settings. 

 These track 1.5 mediation/dialogue processes often serve to sort out and 
prepare for track 1 talks. 
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 The first level (track 1) includes negotiation between the leadership of two 
countries (e.g. political and/or military). 

  
Indo-Pacific: 
1. Indo- Pacific is a concept that is more than recent, it is the decade back 
we started talking about it but its rise is significant. 
2. There is an understanding that the Indian and Pacific ocean area is 
linked strategic theatre. 
3. Indo-Pacific is a “natural region” ranging “from the shores of Africa to that of 
the America. 
4. Increasing use of the term Indo-Pacific recognises India’s centrality to global 
influences. 
5. It is a multipolar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP 
and population. 
6. The motivation for a larger bloc always comes from the sheer size, resources it 
owns, and, the scope and size of the economies of scale that it can generate. 
7. A “stable, secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific Region” is an “important pillar” 
of India’s strategic partnership with the United States. 
8. The emphasis shown by the US on the ‘Indo-Pacific’ can be termed as its 
strategic initiative towards India. 
9. It gives it a unified strategic understanding. 
10. The Pentagon has already begun using the new term in the US official 
documents. 
11. This is, in fact, a region in which several Asian powers are once again rising, 
especially in geo- economic terms. 
12. The US military has renamed its Pacific Command to US Indo-Pacific 
Command. 
13. This shows the rising significance of India in America’s strategic calculations. 
14. ASEAN is one of the crucial building blocks of the Indo-Pacif 
15. United States, India, Japan, and Australia — the “Quad” group — is 
emphasizing “Indo-Pacific” as a new strategic space. 
16. The main important thing about it is that it recognized the strategic 
interconnection and common problem and challenges in the Indian and Pacific 
ocean. 
  
India’s Role/Approach: 
1. Open, integrated and balanced approach. 
2. Today India plays a key role in the Pacific, East Asia and Southeast Asia. 
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3. ‘Act East Policy’ is aimed at substantial improvement of India’s relations 
with Southeast Asia. 
4. India is also trying to make innovative use of trade and diplomacy as its 
strategic arsenals. 
5. However, as far as India is concerned, this linkage between the Indian 
Ocean and the Pacific traversing the waters of Southeast Asia is nothing new. 
6. In 2004, the Indian Maritime Doctrine alluded to “the shift in global 
maritime focus from the Atlantic-Pacific combine to the Pacific-Indian”. 
7. Therefore, beyond the Indian Ocean, the Western Pacific has for some time 
now been identified as falling within the ambit of India’s security interests. 
  
Why Indo-Pacific region? 
1. Maintaining regional stability. 
2. Strong ties with the US are seen as a vital tool for enhancing India’s strategic 
posture. 
3. For the long-term vision of national interest. 
4. China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian Ocean region as well as its 
efforts to expand geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and 
military. 
5. In the present time, the control of sea lanes and ports would be the game 
6. China seems to have taken the lead with its geopolitical project—the ‘Belt and 
Road Initiative’ (BRI). 
7. For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and 
stable trade environment. 
8. For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and 
norms. 
  
Shangri-La Dialogue: 
1. The dialogue also called as IISS Asia Security Summit was launched in 
2002 by British think tank the International Institute for Strategic 
Studies and the Singaporean government. 
2. This annual dialogue brings together defence ministers and military chiefs 
from 28 Asia-Pacific countries to talk about security in the region. 
3. It gets its name from the location of the meeting, the Shangri-La 
hotel in Singapore. 
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Note: India recently set up an Indo-Pacific division in the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA). In this backdrop, here is an overview of the rationale and significance 
of the move as well as India's priorities and challenges in the region. 
India Perspective  
How has India's Indo-Pacific engagement been? 

• India’s Act East policy remains the bedrock of the national Indo-Pacific vision. 
• Evidently, the centrality of ASEAN is embedded in the Indian narrative of Act 

East. 
• India has been an active participant in mechanisms like the Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA), in ASEAN-led frameworks, in BIMSTEC and the Mekong-
Ganga Economic Corridor. 

• India has also been convening the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium, in which 
the navies of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) participate. 

• It has boosted its engagements with Australia and New Zealand and has 
deepened its cooperation with the Republic of Korea. 

• Through the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation, India is stepping up 
its interactions with the Pacific Island countries. 

• Besides, India’s growing partnership with Africa is evident from the convening 
of mechanisms like the India-Africa Forum Summits. 

• Also witnessed is India’s multi-layered engagement with China as well as 
strategic partnership with Russia. 

• These underline its commitment to ensuring a stable, open, secure, inclusive 
and prosperous Indo-Pacific. 

What are India's key priorities in this regard? 
• India views the Indo-Pacific as a geographic and strategic expanse, along with 

the 10 ASEAN countries connecting the two great oceans. 
• Inclusiveness, openness, and ASEAN centrality and unity, therefore, lie at the 

heart of the Indian notion of Indo-Pacific. 
• Security in the region must be maintained through dialogue, a common rules-

based order, and freedom of navigation. 
• Besides, unimpeded commerce and settlement of disputes in accordance with 

international law are also the priorities. 
• More connectivity initiatives, with respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity, 

good governance, transparency, and sustainability should be promoted. 
What is the new rationale for the MEA division? 

• The term Indo-Pacific has been gaining prevalence in recent days. 
• Major regional actors such as the U.S., Japan and Australia are articulating 

their regional visions, by including 'Indo-Pacific' in their official policy 
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statements. 
• E.g. the renaming of the U.S. Pacific Command to U.S. Indo-Pacific Command 
• The Free and Open Indo-Pacific concept was unveiled by Japanese Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe in 2016. 
• Australia released its Foreign Policy White Paper in 2017 that detailed 

Australia’s Indo-Pacific vision centred on security, openness and prosperity. 
• Given these, it was becoming imperative for India to operationalise its Indo-

Pacific policy. 
What is the significance? 

• The setting up of the Indo-Pacific wing is a natural corollary to the priorities 
and vision of India in the Indo-Pacific region. 

• It gives strategic coherence to India’s Look East policy. 
• The wing will integrate Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), ASEAN region 

and the Quad to the Indo-Pacific table. 
• The integration of the IORA means that attention will continue to be focused 

on the Indian Ocean Region. 
• This can be a result of the growing Chinese footprint in the Indian Ocean and 

Chinese diplomacy in the region.  
• Also, now, there is increasing visualising of the ASEAN region as a part of the 

wider Indo-Pacific. 
• This shows an evolution in the region’s thinking, opening new possibilities for 

India’s engagement with the grouping. 
• Given India's stakes in its immediate neighbourhood, the new wing facilitates 

a more focused and integrated approach. 
What are the tasks ahead? 

• There are still challenges for India, especially on integrating the Quad which 
got revived in 2017 with its larger Indo-Pacific approach. 

• The new MEA division should also move beyond security and political issues 
and articulate a more comprehensive policy. 

• Commerce and connectivity will have to be prioritised if India is to take 
advantage of a new opening for its regional engagement. 

• It will be challenging to maintain a balance between the interests of all 
stakeholders, simultaneously with an emphasis on “inclusiveness.” 

• Importantly, there are differences between India’s vision and the U.S.’s 
strategy for the Indo-Pacific. 

• Alongside this lies China's and Russia's viewing of the Indo-Pacific with 
suspicion and the geopolitical tensions between China and U.S. 

• The new division will have to effectively manage these, in giving shape to 
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India's diplomatic priorities in the Indo-Pacific. 
 
  
Significance of Indo- Pacific region for India: 
1. India is planning to put greater energy to the IORA because the heart of its 
Indo-Pacific policy is rooted in the Indian Ocean. This integrates the blue 
economy part of the Indian policy with the security part. 
2. In its Indo-Pacific diplomacy, India has repeatedly placed Asean at the centre 
of its policy. 
3. Asean by itself does not actually speak as a united entity, particularly when 
confronted by China’s overwhelming presence, for, while Asean is wary of 
China, it is equally wary of the US and its allies, preferring to keep the 
Asean region outside great power politics. 
4. It is this that India wants to address and engage with Singapore, 
Vietnam and now Indonesia are key partners in the region for India. 
This will also involve the Quad and taking this new grouping to the 
region. 
  
ASEAN role in Indo-Pacific: 
1. Central to Modi’s speech was the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) unity, which he said was essential for a stable future for the 
region and that Asean lies at the heart of the new Indo-Pacific. 
2. India’s stress on the centrality and unity of Asean for securing the region 
and maintaining a rules-based order is important. 
3. A united Asean backed by major powers will be able to counter an 
expansionist China. 
4. China, which is looking to expand its footprint in the Indian Ocean, will 
be forced to focus more on South China Sea. 
5. This can be offset if countries like India, the US and Japan work together 
to build infrastructure and provide development assistance to these 
countries to prevent them from falling under Chinese influence. 
  
Challenges: 
1. The region is highly heterogeneous in terms of economic size and level of 
development, with significant differences in security establishments and resources. 
2. It also faces complex challenges in terms of economy, security and the 
environment. 
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3. China is keeping a close watch at India’s engagement through strategic 
dialogues, military exercises and security agreements with many Indo-Pacific 
countries. 
4. China’s military build-up in the South China Sea and its sweeping territorial 
claims across the strategic waterwa 
5. Terrorism 
6. There are still challenges for India, especially how it will integrate the 
Quadrilateral initiative which got revived in 2017 with its larger Indo-Pacific 
approach. 
7. There are differences between India’s vision and the S.’s strategy for the 
Indo-Pacific even as countries like China and Russia view the Indo-Pacific with 
suspicion. 
8. The renaming of the U.S. Pacific Command to S. Indo-Pacific Command as 
well as the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act in December 2018 showcase 
Washington’s more serious engagement with the Indo-Pacific 
 
Recent conference 
Focus: Enhancing cooperation in the Indo-Pacific Region. Australia, along 
with France, has emerged as a major strategic partner for India in the Indo-Pacific 
and Indian Ocean Region (IOR), especially in the maritime domain. For instance: 

o India has logistics agreements with both countries. The logistics 
agreement provides for easier access to supplies of goods and services. 

o There is significant cooperation in information exchange for Maritime 
Domain Awareness. France was the first country to deploy a Liaison 
Officer at the Indian Navy’s Information Fusion Centre (IFC-IOR) as 
part of efforts to improve Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). 

o India conducted its first joint patrols with France in Reunion Island 
(western Indian ocean) in February 2020. 

Chinese Factor: The trilateral cooperation will help to take on China's aggressive 
behaviour in the Indo-Pacific region. E.g in South China Sea. This trilateral 
cooperation is an addition to the Quad which comprises the USA, Japan, Australia 
and India. It also adds diplomatic muscle to the global coalition that is shaping up to 
counter China's belligerence. 
 
Issues Discussed: Possibility of enhancing maritime security cooperation between 
the three countries in the Indo-Pacific region. 
It also includes areas of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, maritime 
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domain awareness, mutual logistics support and capacity-building of friendly 
countries. 
Development cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region, initiatives such as 
the International Solar Alliance and Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, 
and the need for a reformed multilateralism. 
Cooperation on marine global commons. It includes blue economy, marine 
biodiversity and environmental challenges such as marine pollution. 
Practical cooperation at the trilateral and regional level, including through regional 
organisations such as Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and the Indian Ocean Commission. 
The increased salience of resilient and reliable supply chains. India, Australia and 
Japan recently inked an initiative to build resilient supply chains, which is named 
as Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI). France may join this initiative too. 
Emerging challenges in the context of Covid-19 pandemic, including the financial 
impact of the pandemic on the Indian Ocean region countries. 
 
 
Way Forward 

 The countries in the region should have equal access as a right under 
international law to the use of common spaces on sea and in the 
air that would require freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce and 
peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with international law. 

 It is important to establish connectivity in the region based on 
respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, consultation, good 
governance, transparency, viability and sustainability. 

 Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) is necessary for Indo-Pacific 
security. MDA implies effective understanding of any activity associated with 
the maritime environment that could impact upon the security, safety, 
economy or environment 

 Multipolarity: Security & peace and law abiding nature of the countries 
around the region is crucial. This will also allow multipolarity in the region. 
The smaller states in the region expect India to step up to the plate and help 
them widen their options, both economically as well as militarily. India should 
try to fulfill their aspirations. 

 Strong naval capabilities, multilateral diplomacy, economic 
integration with nations is necessary for India to meet the challenges within 
the Indo-Pacific region. 
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 India needs to stick to its vision of the India Ocean i.e. SAGAR - Security 
and Growth for All in the Region. 

 
Conclusion: 
1. Economically and strategically, the global centre of gravity is shifting to 
the Indo-Pacific. If the region’s stakeholders don’t act now to fortify an open, 
rules-based order, the security situation will continue to deteriorate—with 
consequences that are likely to reverberate worldwide. 
2. The maintenance of peace, stability and security in, upon and over the seas; 
unimpeded lawful commerce; freedom of navigation and overflight and other 
internationally lawful uses of the oceanic and air space; and the protection and 
preservation of marine resources, as well as a sustainable and responsible fishery–
framework, are all critical towards building a regional consensus on maritime 
security and cooperation in Indo-Pacific. 
3. ASEAN must form the geographic core to any Indo-Pacific architecture. 
4. Build-up of India’s naval capabilities, if India has to emerge as one of the main 
players in the IndoPacific. 
5. Maintain a balance between the interests of all stakeholders. 
6. Commerce and connectivity in particular will have to be prioritised if 
India is to take advantage of a new opening for its regional engagement. 
 
 
Question: Examine the strategic significance of Indo-Pacific region for 
India. What India can do for maintaining the balance in the region. 10 marks 
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Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic dialogue between 
India, USA, Japan and Australia with a shared objective to ensure and support 
a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. 
The idea of Quad was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. 
However, the idea couldn’t move ahead with Australia pulling out of it, apparently 
due to Chinese pressure. 
In December 2012, Shinzo Abe again floated the concept of Asia’s “Democratic 
Security Diamond” involving Australia, India, Japan and the US to safeguard the 
maritime commons from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacific. In November 
2017, India, the US, Australia and Japan gave shape to the long-pending "Quad" 
Coalition to develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-Pacific 
free of any influence (especially China). 
There are also common references to the creation of a free, open and inclusive 
regional architecture, rules of the road, freedom of navigation and over-
flight, and, ASEAN centrality. 
Quad Nations 
USA: USA had followed a policy to contain China’s increasing influence in East 
Asia. Therefore, USA sees the coalition as an opportunity to regain its influence in 
the Indo-Pacific region. 
The US has described China, along with Russia, as a strategic rival in its National 
Security Strategy, National Defence Strategy and the Pentagon’s report on Indo-
Pacific Strategy. 
Australia: Australia is concerned about China's growing interest in its land, 
infrastructure and politics, and influence on its universities. Taking into account its 
overwhelming economic dependence on China for prosperity, Australia has 
continued its commitment to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with China. 
Japan: In the last decade, Japan has expressed concerns related to China’s 
territorial transgression in the region. 
Trade volume with China remains the key lifeline to the Japanese economy, where 
net exports contributed exactly one-third of Japan's economic growth since 
the beginning of 2017. 
Therefore, considering its importance, Japan is balancing its economic needs and 
territorial concerns with China 
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Japan has also agreed to involve in the Belt and Road Initiative by participating 
in infrastructure programs in third country. In this way, Japan can mitigate Chinese 
influence in those countries while improving relations with China. 
India: In recent years, China’s violation of international norms, particularly  its 
construction of military facilities on reclaimed islands in the South China Sea, and 
its growing military and economic power, pose a strategic challenge to India. 
Considering China’s strategic importance, India is carefully balancing China on one 
hand and the US on the other, by remaining committed to strategic autonomy to 
China, which has generally proved reassuring to China. 
India has also not permitted Australia to participate in Malabar Trilateral 
Maritime exercises between India, US and Japan, concerned about what message 
it would send to China, which is wary of the exercise. 
The recent Mamallapuram summit between President Xi Jinping and PM Modi 
is a positive development, valued by both sides as key to giving strategic guidance to 
stakeholders on both sides. 
 
Significance of the grouping: 
1. Quad is an opportunity for like-minded countries to share notes and 
collaborate on projects of mutual interest. 
2. Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in 
development and economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain 
awareness and maritime security. 
3. It is one of the many avenues for interaction among India, Australia, Japan 
and the US and should not be seen in an exclusive context. 
 
What are China’s views on the Quad? 
1. There is a general understanding that the Quad would not take on a military 
dimension against any country. The strategic community in China, nevertheless, had 
branded it an emerging “Asian NATO”. 
2. Notably, Japanese PM Shinzo Abe’s “Confluence of Two Seas” address to the 
Indian Parliament gave a fresh impetus to the Quad concept. This recognised the 
economic rise of India. 
 
Challenges 
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 China’s Territorial Claims: China claims that it has historical ownership 
over nearly the entire region of South China Sea, which gives it the right to 
manufacture islands. However, the International Court of Arbitration rejected 
the claim in 2016. 

 China’s Closeness to ASEAN: The ASEAN countries also have a well-knit 
relationship with China. The Regional Cooperation Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) is a recent example of China’s increasing influence 
over ASEAN nations. 

 Economic Power of China: Considering the economic might of China and 
the dependence of Quad nations like Japan and Australia on China, the Quad 
nations cannot afford to have strained relations with it. 

 Convergence among Quad Nations: The nations in the Quad grouping 
have different aspirations, aims at balancing their own interest. Therefore, 
coherence in the vision of Quad nation as a grouping is absent. 

 
Recent News 
Recently, it has been reported that the second Ministerial meeting of Quad countries 
will be held in Japan. Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal 
strategic dialogue between India, USA, Japan and Australia with a shared objective 
to support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region, that China seeks to 
threaten. 
The manner of China’s dismissal of the Arbitral Award in the dispute with the 
Philippines on the South China Sea, militarisation of the islands in the region and 
individual conflicts with Quad countries have once again brought the four countries 
onto the same page and given a second chance to the Quad. 
Engaging with Quad may serve two geo-strategic goals of India viz. countering 
China’s aggressive on border with India’s assertives in the maritime domain and 
emerge as a net security provider in the region. 
 
Opportunities for India  
Checkmating China 

 The maritime space is a lot more important to China than engaging in 
opportunistic land grab attempts in the Himalayas. A huge chunk of Chinese 
trade happens via the Indian oceanic routes that pass through maritime 
chokepoints. 
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In the event of any chinese aggression on borders, India by cooperation with Quad 
countries can potentially disrupt chinese trade. Hence, unlike in the continental 
sphere where India seems facing a ‘nutcracker like situation’ due to China-Pakistan 
collusion, the maritime sphere is wide open to India to undertake coalition building, 
rule setting, and other forms of strategic exploration. 
Emerging as a Net Security Provider 

 There is a growing great power interest in the maritime sphere, especially with 
the arrival of the concept of ‘Indo-Pacific’. For instance, many european 
countries have recently released their Indo-Pacific strategies. 

 With India, located right at the centre of the Indo-Pacific geopolitical 
imagination can realise the vision of a ‘broader Asia’ that can extend its 
influence away from geographical boundaries. 

 Moreover, India can build around collective action in humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief, monitoring shipping for search and rescue or anti-piracy 
operations, infrastructure assistance to climatically vulnerable states, 
connectivity initiatives and similar activities. 

 Further, India with Quad countries can check imperialist policies of China in 
Indian ocean region and ensure Security and growth for all in the region. 

Issues Related 
 Undefined Vision: Despite the potential for cooperation, the Quad remains 

a mechanism without a defined strategic mission. 
 Maritime Dominated: The entire focus on the Indo-Pacific makes the Quad 

a maritime, rather than a land-based grouping, raising questions whether the 
cooperation extends to the Asia-Pacific and Eurasian regions. 

 India’s Aversion of Alliance System: The fact that India is the only 
member that is averse to a treaty alliance system, has slowed down the 
progress of building a stronger Quadrilateral engagement. 

Way Forward 
 Need For Clear Vision: The Quad nations need to better explain the Indo-

Pacific Vision in an overarching framework with the objective of advancing 
everyone’s economic and security interests. This will reassure the littoral 
States that the Quad will be a factor for regional benefit, and a far cry from 
Chinese allegations that it is some sort of a military alliance. 

 The forthcoming Ministerial meetings can be an opportunity to define the idea 
and chart a future path. 
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 Expanding Quad: India has many other partners in the Indo-Pacific, 
therefore India should pitch for countries like Indonesia, Singapore to be 
invited to join in the future. 

 Need for a Maritime Doctrine: India should develop a comprehensive 
vision on the Indo-Pacific which would ideate on the current and future 
maritime challenges, consolidate its military and non-military tools, engage its 
strategic partners. 

In order to secure national and regional interests, India should now focus on the 
maritime sphere also. In this context establishing a new division under the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) to deal with the Indo-Pacific is a step in the right 
direction. 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the best 
JAI HIND 
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Class explanation- mind map 
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