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NITI AAYOG 
(Based on Annual Report 2021-22) 

This Hand COPY is the summary of NITI aayog WORK and SCHEMES. Students 
will remember the summary for PAPER-3 and ESSAY. All the schemes and reports 
are highly useful in PRELIMS EXAM. 
 
Constitution of NITI AAYOG- 
NITI Aayog was formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on 1 January 2015. It 
is the premier policy think tank of the Government of India, providing directional 
and policy inputs. Apart from designing long-term policies and programmes for the 
Government of India, NITI Aayog also provides relevant strategic and technical 
advice to the Centre, States, and Union Territories. NITI Aayog acts as the 
quintessential platform for the Government of India to bring States to act together in 
national interest and thereby foster cooperative federalism. 
 
Chairperson- Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi  
Vice Chairperson- Dr Rajiv Kumar  
Full-Time Members- Dr VK Saraswat, Prof Ramesh Chand, Dr VK Paul 
Chief Executive Officer- Shri Amitabh Kant  
 
Objectives And Features of  Niti Aayog- 
1. To evolve a shared vision of national development priorities, sectors and 
strategies with the active involvement of States. 
2. To foster cooperative federalism through structured support initiatives and 
mechanisms with the States on a continuous basis, recognizing that strong States 
make a strong nation. 
3. To develop mechanisms to formulate credible plans at the village level and 
aggregate these progressively at higher levels of the government. 
4. To ensure, on areas that are specifically referred to it, that the interests of 
national security are incorporated in economic strategy and policy. 
5. To pay special attention to the sections of our society that may be at risk of 
not benefiting adequately from economic progress. 
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6. To design strategic and long-term policy and programme frameworks and 
initiatives, and monitor their progress and their efficacy. The lessons learnt 
through monitoring and feedback will be used for making innovative improvements, 
including necessary mid-course corrections. 
7. To provide advice and encourage partnerships between key stakeholders 
and national and international like-minded think tanks, as well as educational and 
policy research institutions. 
8. To create a knowledge, innovation and entrepreneurial support system 
through a collaborative community of national and international experts, 
practitioners and other partners. 
9. To offer a platform for the resolution of inter-sectoral and inter-
departmental issues in order to accelerate the implementation of the 
development agenda. 
10. To maintain a state-of-the-art resource centre, be a repository of research 
on good governance and best practices in sustainable and equitable development 
as well as help their dissemination to stakeholders. 
11. To actively monitor and evaluate the implementation of programmes and 
initiatives, including the identification of the needed resources so as to strengthen 
the probability of success and scope of delivery. 
12. To focus on technology upgradation and capacity-building for 
implementation of programmes and initiatives. 
13. To undertake other activities as may be necessary in order to further the 
execution of the national development agenda, and the objectives mentioned above. 
 
Niti Aayog is supported by two attached offices— Atal Innovation Mission 
(AIM) and Development Monitoring and Evaluation Office (DMEO)—and an 
autonomous body, National Institute of Labour Economics Research and 
Development (NILERD). 
NITI Aayog’s entire gamut of activities can be divided into four main heads:  
1. Policy and Programme Framework  
2. Cooperative Federalism  
3. Monitoring and Evaluation  
4. Think Tank, and Knowledge and Innovation Hub 
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GOVERNING COUNCIL OF NITI AAYOG  
• The Governing Council of NITI Aayog, comprising Chief Ministers of all the 

States and Union Territories with legislatures and Lt Governors of other Union 
Territories, came into effect on 16 February 2015 via a notification by the Cabinet 
Secretariat. The Governing Council was reconstituted vide a notification dated 19 
February 2021 by the Cabinet Secretariat.  

• The Governing Council is the premier body tasked with evolving a shared vision 
of national priorities and strategies, with the active involvement of States, in 
shaping the development narrative.  

• The Governing Council, which embodies the objectives of cooperative federalism, 
presents a platform to discuss inter-sectoral, inter-departmental and federal 
issues to accelerate the implementation of the national development agenda.  

• So far, six meetings of the Governing Council have been held under the 
Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Prime Minister with Chief Ministers/Lt Governors 
of the States/UTs and other members of the Governing Council. 

The sixth meeting was preceded by a detailed interaction with senior State officials 
on 6 February 2021, the feedback for which was duly incorporated while curating the 
agenda of the meeting.  
 
The agenda comprised the following items:  
1. Making India a Manufacturing Powerhouse  
2. Reimagining Agriculture  
3. Improving Physical Infrastructure  
4. Accelerating Human Resource Development  
5. Improving Service Delivery at Grassroots Level  
6. Improving Health and Nutrition 
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POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES 
ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICTS PROGRAMME 
• The Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) completed four years in January 

2022—with nearly two of those years in the throes of the Covid-19 pandemic. As 
such, the ADP has been part of an unprecedented period in the lifetime of the 
Districts—and what has emerged is promising.  

• Since its launch, the Programme has been devising strategies to work with the 
Districts based on its three ‘Cs’ approach: studying ways to enable 
convergence of District, State and Central-level initiatives; facilitating 
collaborations between civil society organizations, communities and District 
Administrations towards a common goal; and fostering a healthy spirit of 
competition by releasing monthly ranks on the Districts’ performances.  

• Despite being severely affected by the second wave, the Districts showed 
remarkable agility in maintaining their focus on the delivery of basic services. The 
Districts have managed to revive performance on various key indicators under the 
Programme, despite the arduous task of vaccinating the eligible population, 
which was an additional responsibility for them this year.  

• The Champions of Change dashboard—which monitors the 
performance of all 112 Aspirational Districts on the key performance 
indicators under the five thematic categories of ‘Health and Nutrition’, 
‘Education’, ‘Agriculture and Water Resources’, ‘Skill Development 
and Financial Inclusion’ and ‘Basic Infrastructure’—in its upgraded 
version facilitates advanced data analytics and additionally provides monthly 
performance and data quality reports to the Districts. 

• In September 2020, the Programme was independently appraised by the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), which released its 
report on the ADP in June 2021. The appraisal was largely positive and 
reaffirmed several key strategies deployed. The UNDP said that the Programme 
was ‘proving to be a successful model for stimulating local 
development’ and recommended replication across the globe to attain 
Sustainable Development Goals equitably at the grassroots level. 

 
ASSET MONETISATION 
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National Monetisation Pipeline  
Pursuant to the announcement made in the Union Budget, 2021– 22, NITI 
Aayog prepared the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) in consultation with the 
infrastructure Line Ministries and based on an assessment of the available asset 
base.  
The NMP is a pioneering initiative to establish a medium-term pipeline, along with a 
roadmap for monetisation-ready assets listed under various Ministries that will be 
monetized over a four-year period, from FY 2022–25.  
The NMP plans to raise Rs 6 lakh crore through core assets of the Central 
Government. It will unlock value from brownfield infrastructure assets and serve as 
a medium-term roadmap for identifying potential monetisation-ready projects 
across various infrastructure sectors, including roads, railways, aviation, 
power, oil and gas, and warehousing. 
Asset monetisation is not just a funding mechanism but a paradigm shift in 
infrastructure operations, augmentation and maintenance by tapping into the 
private sector’s resource efficiencies and ability to dynamically adapt to the evolving 
global and economic realities. New models, such as Infrastructure 
Investment Trusts (InvITs) and Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), 
will also enable the public to participate in this asset class, thereby opening new 
avenues for investment. 
 
HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
Catalysing and Reforming Senior Care in India  
India currently enjoys a young demographic. However, by 2050, the ageing 
population (60+ years) will be 19% of the total population, or 330 
million individuals. Currently, the National Programme for Health Care of the 
Elderly (NPHCE) and National Action Plan for Senior Citizens (NAPSrC) have 
laid down the policy, governance framework and working guidelines for elderly 
healthcare, along with enhancement of the existing infrastructure. 
R&D and Innovation for Pharma and Med-Tech  
A high-level committee—comprising senior representatives of NITI Aayog and other 
Central Ministries, along with industry captains—was constituted in May 2020 to 



7 

Easy to PICK UPSC “PT” DNA 

  

finalize a policy on research and development (R&D) and innovation in the 
pharmaceuticals and medical devices sectors. 
Integrative Medicine  
NITI Aayog was mandated to prepare a policy paper on integrative medicine. 
Consequently, a committee was constituted for developing an integrative health 
policy paper.  
White Paper on Promoting Domestic Manufacture of Medical Devices  
The paper analyses various scenarios for the manufacturing of different 
medical technologies and makes recommendations to augment and 
strengthen production in each scenario. The paper recommends 
comprehensive regulatory overhauls, review of the existing taxation structure, a 
calibrated customs duty, extended coverage of the Production-Linked 
Incentive scheme, strengthening the research and innovation ecosystem as some 
of the measures that can potentially favour the promotion of domestic 
manufacturing of medical devices.  
Emergency and Injury Care at Secondary and Tertiary-Level Centres and 
District Hospitals 
The report highlights the spectrum and load of emergency cases and exposes the 
prevailing gaps in ambulance services, health infrastructure, human resources and 
equipment in the provision of optimal care.  
The outcomes of this study will provide policy inputs to improve and strengthen 
emergency care services at all tiers of healthcare facilities in India. 
Investment Opportunities in India’s Healthcare Sector 
The report, ‘Investment Opportunities in India’s Healthcare Sector’, 
outlines the range of such opportunities in the various segments of India’s 
healthcare sector, including hospitals, medical devices and equipment, 
health insurance, telemedicine, home healthcare, and medical value 
travel. 
 
INDUSTRY REFORMS 
Foreign Trade Policy  
The Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) of India provides the basic framework for promoting 
India’s exports and trade. India’s new Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) is being prepared 
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against the backdrop of Covid-19, whose impact will be felt even after the pandemic 
has receded.  
The previous Foreign Trade Policy (2015–20), despite containing many important 
provisions and simplifying many procedures, such as the MEIS (Merchandise 
Exports from India) and SEIS (Service Exports from India), came into 
effect during a general slowdown of trade across the world. 
Production-Linked Incentive Scheme  
To provide an impetus to manufacturing in India and boost exports from the 
country, the Industry-I Vertical, in consultation with the concerned Ministries and 
Departments, anchored the introduction of a Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme in ten key sectors (in addition to the three sectors approved earlier) for five 
years. The schemes were approved by the Union Cabinet on 11 November 2020. 
Ministry/ Department PLI Scheme for 
Department of Pharmaceuticals Key Starting Materials (KSMs), Drug 

Intermediates (DIs)and Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients (APIs) 

 Pharmaceuticals 
 Medical Devices 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology 

IT Hardware 

 Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing 
Department of 
Telecommunications 

Telecom and Networking Products 

Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries 

Food processing Industry 

Department of Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade 

White Goods 

Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy 

High-Efficiency Solar PV Modules 

Department of Heavy Industries Automobiles, and Automobile Components 
 ACC Battery 
Ministry of Civil Aviation Drones and Drone Equipment 
Ministry of Steel Speciality Steels 
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Ministry of Textiles Textiles and Apparel 
 
WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
Poshan Abhiyaan  
The fourth Poshan Abhiyaan progress monitoring report, ‘Preserving Progress 
on Nutrition in India in Pandemic Times’, was submitted to the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) in August 2021. The report examines the progress in rolling 
out all Poshan Abhiyaan interventions. It highlights the importance of the nutrition 
agenda against the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic and recommends actions to 
accelerate progress towards achieving India’s nutrition-related goals. 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana  
A comprehensive monitoring report on the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, 
highlighting the achievements and limitations of the scheme, was prepared and 
submitted to the PMO in May 2021.  
Rice Fortification  
A meeting was held under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Minister, Consumer Affairs 
and Public Distribution, with Member (Health) and CEO, NITI Aayog, along with 
other stakeholders, on rice fortification. CEO, NITI Aayog, spoke on the 
importance of rice fortification in comparison to other available options 
such as bio-fortification and unpolished rice. 
 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity  
India is home to 11% of the total global urban population. By 2027, India 
will surpass China as the most populous country in the world. Unplanned 
urbanization, however, exerts great strain on our cities.  
The Covid-19 pandemic has revealed the dire need for the planning and 
management of our cities. In the coming years, urban India will power the growth of 
our economy. Urban challenges, including town planning, need greater 
policy attention in our country.  
Urban planning is the foundation for the integrated development of cities, citizens, 
and the environment. Unfortunately, it has not received its due attention so far. The 
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existing urban planning and governance framework is complex, which often leads to 
ambiguity and a lack of accountability.  
There is a compelling need to plug the gaps in urban planning capacity in the 
country, else a huge opportunity for rapid, sustainable and equitable growth would 
be at risk of being missed. 
 
AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV 
• To commemorate 75 years of progressive India, the Government is celebrating 

the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav from 12 March 2021 to 15 August 2023.  
• The Mahotsav is dedicated to the people of India who have not only been 

instrumental in bringing the country thus far in its evolutionary journey, but also 
hold within them the power and potential to enable the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s 
vision of activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat.  

• NITI Aayog is organizing a series of events from November 2021 to April 2022 on 
the occasion of the Mahotsav under five major themes—Aspirational 
Districts Programme, Atal Innovation Mission, Women 
Entrepreneurship Platform, Innovative Agriculture, and E-Mobility.  

• The final events are scheduled to be held from 25–29 April 2022. In November 
2021, a national workshop on natural farming was organized by the 
Agriculture Vertical, NITI Aayog.  

• In December 2021, Atal Innovation Mission held a series of events—such as water 
innovation challenges, initiating a Vernacular Innovation Programme and 
innovations for the differently-abled—to commemorate the joy and spirit of 
innovation. 

 
KEY INDICES TO PROMOTE COMPETITIVE FEDERALISM 
Composite Water Management Index  
The Composite Water Management Index assesses the incremental improvement 
made by States/UTs on water-management initiatives. The exercise was delayed in 
2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2021, assessments were done for the years 
2018–19 and 2019–20, and the report will be released in 2022. 
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Gender Index  
NITI Aayog is in the process of developing a National Gender Index. The 
Gender Index seeks to measure the progress and identify the persisting gaps in 
gender equality to make informed policy decisions. It will serve as a tool to map the 
progress of India’s States and UTs on defined gender metrics and build the 
foundation for positive change. The index will support policy action and advocacy 
around gender and will be aligned to the framework of Sustainable Development 
Goals. 
 
Global Innovation Index 
 NITI Aayog has been continuously working towards improving India’s ranking in 
the global indices, including the Global Innovation Index. The Science and 
Technology Vertical is the nodal division in NITI for improving India’s ranking in 
the Global Innovation Index.  
The Vertical has been in touch with the publishing agency World Intellectual 
Property Organization as well as Line Ministries to address gaps in the availability of 
reliable data. NITI Aayog is working proactively towards bringing policy 
interventions that could leverage India’s underlying potential.  
Due to NITI Aayog’s sustained efforts, India has been on a rising trajectory in the 
Global Innovation Index—from a rank of 81 in 2015, India rose to the 
46th position in 2021. 
 
India Innovation Index  
• The India Innovation Index is released by NITI Aayog and the Institute for 

Competitiveness every year. The index attempts to create an extensive framework 
for the continuous evaluation of the innovation environment in all States and 
Union Territories.  

• NITI Aayog released the second edition of the index on 20 January 2021. Overall, 
Delhi topped the list, while Chandigarh was a major gainer, and 
Karnataka and Himachal Pradesh led in their respective categories.  

• NITI is handholding States and UTs in improving their rankings in the index, 
which will subsequently result in the improvement of India’s ranking in the 
Global Innovation Index. For the next edition, the number of indicators has 
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been increased from 36 to 89, to match, to the extent possible, the 80 
indicators of the Global Innovation Index 2021. 

 
Multidimensional Poverty Index  
• The Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) is an internationally accepted 

high-resolution household-level measure of non-monetary poverty 
covering over 100 developing countries. Under the Cabinet Secretary’s 
Global Indices for Reforms and Growth (GIRG) initiative, NITI Aayog is the nodal 
Ministry for the MPI.  

• The national MPI project is aimed at deconstructing the global MPI and creating 
a globally aligned but customized Indian MPI for drawing up comprehensive 
reform action plans with the larger goal of improving India’s position in the 
global MPI rankings. In the latest report, Kerala, Goa, Sikkim, Tamil 
Nadu and Punjab have registered the lowest poverty across India.  

• The national MPI baseline report is based on NFHS-4 (2015–16) and serves as a 
useful source for measuring the situation at baseline i.e., before the large-scale 
rollout of nationally important schemes on housing, sanitation, electricity, 
cooking fuel, nutrition, etc. This will help in measuring the changes over time 
when compared to NFHS-5 (2019–20). 

 
School Education Quality Index  
The School Education Quality Index (SEQI) evaluates the performance of States and 
UTs in the school education sector. In line with NITI Aayog’s mandate to foster the 
spirit of competitive and cooperative federalism, the index strives to facilitate the 
sharing of knowledge and best practices across States and UTs.  
NITI Aayog successfully released the first edition in September 2019. Now, as per 
the inputs received from various State Governments, the SEQI indicators are being 
revisited/revised and the next version will be launched after the release of the 
National Achievement Survey (NAS) 2021. 
State Energy and Climate Index  
NITI Aayog has developed a draft State Energy and Climate Index to assess the 
performance of States on indicators such as discoms’ viability and 
competition; access, affordability and reliability of energy; clean energy 
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initiatives; energy efficiency; generation capacity; and environmental 
sustainability and new initiatives. The index will help States to efficiently 
manage their energy resources and provide better access to energy to the people. 
Sustainable Development Goals India Index  
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) India Index has been comprehensively 
documenting and ranking the progress made by the States and UTs towards 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The third edition was released in 
June 2021.  
This year, the top three States were Kerala; Himachal Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu (tied at the second position); Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka and 
Uttarakhand (tied at the third position), respectively.  
The SDG India Index 2020–21 is more robust than the previous editions on account 
of wider coverage of targets and indicators. The 115 indicators incorporate 16 
of the 17 SDGs, with a qualitative assessment of Goal 17, and cover 70 
SDG targets. This is an improvement over the 2018–19 and 2019–20 editions of 
the index, which had utilized 62 indicators across 39 targets and 13 Goals, and 100 
indicators across 54 targets and 16 Goals, respectively. 
 
 
Sustainable Development Goals North-Eastern Region District Index  
NITI Aayog released a first-of-its-kind North-Eastern Region (NER) District 
SDG Index and dashboard in August 2021. East Sikkim ranked first in the region 
followed by Gomati and North Tripura Districts in the second position. The NER 
District SDG Index focuses on the North-Eastern Region, which is of critical 
significance to the country’s development trajectory.  
The index ranks the Districts of the eight States of the NER—Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura—based on 
their relative performance on Sustainable Development Goals and their 
corresponding targets.  
Sustainable Development Goals Urban Index  
The SDG Urban Index, a result of the NITI Aayog–GIZ and BMZ collaboration, is 
focused on driving SDG localization in Indian cities, under the umbrella of Indo-
German Development Cooperation.  
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The index ranks 56 urban areas on 77 SDG indicators across 46 targets of the SDG 
framework. Shimla, Coimbatore, and Chandigarh and Thiruvananthapuram (tied at 
the third position), respectively, were adjudged the top three urban areas.  
The data on these indicators have been sourced from official sources such as NFHS, 
NCRB, U-DISE, and data portals of various Ministries and other Government 
sources. The index and dashboard are meant to strengthen SDG localization and 
institute robust SDG monitoring at the city level. It highlights the strengths and gaps 
of ULB-level data, monitoring, and reporting systems. 
 
State Health Index  
• The State Health Index is an annual tool to assess the performance of States and 

UTs. It is a weighted composite index based on 24 indicators grouped 
under the domains of ‘Health Outcomes’, ‘Governance and 
Information’, and ‘Key Inputs/Processes’.  

• The index is being compiled and published since 2017. The reports aim to nudge 
States/UTs towards building robust health systems and improving service 
delivery. The importance of this annual tool is reemphasized by MoHFW’s 
decision to link the index to incentives under the National Health Mission. This 
has been instrumental in shifting the focus from budget spending and inputs to 
outputs and outcomes.  

• Among the ‘Larger States’, in terms of annual incremental 
performance, Uttar Pradesh, Assam and Telangana were the top three 
ranking States. 

 
COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM 
DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STATES AND UNION 
TERRITORIES  
Development Support Services for States (DSSS) is an initiative by NITI Aayog with 
the vision to achieve transformational and sustained delivery of infrastructure 
projects. The key objective behind the initiative is to create public-private-
partnership success stories and reboot infrastructure-project delivery 
models so that a sustainable infrastructure creation cycle can be established. 
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HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF ISLANDS  
India has 1382 islands spread across nine States and four UTs. Identified islands can 
be developed for the purposes of maritime trade, shipping, fisheries, eco-tourism, 
undersea mining, etc. India’s islands are strategically positioned in the Indian 
Maritime Zone and central to the country’s security concerns. Great Nicobar Island 
is only 90 km from the western tip of Malacca Strait, an important shipping route 
between Indian Ocean and South China Sea. Similarly, Minicoy Island in 
Lakshadweep lies near Nine Degree Channel, one of the busiest shipping routes. If 
left unattended, there may be security risks, such as incidences of smuggling, 
criminal activities, etc. 
Therefore, a need was felt for a holistic strategy for the development and protection 
of these islands. Consequently, NITI Aayog was mandated to steer the process of 
sustainable development of identified islands in the region. In the first phase of the 
process, a consultant was engaged to prepare the concept and detailed master plans 
for the islands identified under Package I (Long, Aves, Smith and Ross islands of 
Andaman and Nicobar) and Package III (Minicoy, Bangaram, Thinnakara, Cheriyam 
and Suheli islands of Lakshadweep). Accordingly, the final master and infrastructure 
plans were prepared for these nine islands. 
 
NITI FORUM FOR NORTH-EASTERN REGION  
The NITI Forum for North-East was set up in February 2018 to address various 
challenges in the region and recommend requisite interventions to achieve 
sustainable economic growth. The forum is led by Shri Jitendra Singh, Minister of 
State for Development of North-Eastern Region, and Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice 
Chairman, NITI Aayog. The first meeting was held on 10 April 2018 in Agartala, 
Tripura. 
The second meeting was held in Guwahati, Assam, in December 2018.  
The focus areas identified were:  
1. Bamboo  
2. Dairy  
3. Pisciculture  
4. Tea  
5. Tourism 
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PROJECT SATH-E  
Project SATH-E, ‘Sustainable Action for Transforming Human Capital-
Education’, was launched in 2017 to identify and build three ‘role model’ States for 
the school education sector. After an elaborate selection process, Jharkhand, Odisha 
and Madhya Pradesh were chosen.  
The first phase of SATH-E was completed in March 2020; the project impacted 2.3 
crore students, 4.5 lakh teachers, and 2.3 lakh Government schools. Significant 
strides were made in increasing access to education, with a focus on out-of-school 
children and dropouts; improving learning outcomes; facilitating governance 
reforms, teacher training, recruitment, assessment, accountability, and IT-enabled 
monitoring of schools, among others. 
 
THINK-TANK ACTIVITIES 
TECHNOLOGY COMMONS  
In May 2020, the Hon’ble Prime Minister entrusted NITI Aayog with the 
responsibility of working with the private sector to develop cutting-edge technology 
products that would enable India to leapfrog in the post-Covid era.  
These products were to be grounded in the principles of ‘Technology Commons’, 
namely:  
a. Open Architecture, Modular Design and Interoperability 
b. Transparent and Secure with Ease of Access  
c. Multilingual: Built for Bharat  
d. Rapid, Iterative and Agile 
 
Unified Logistics Interface Platform  
Aimed at digitizing India’s supply chain, the Unified Logistics Interface Platform 
(ULIP) is designed to provide an integrated, vendor-agnostic platform that can be 
effectively utilized for connecting various logistics stakeholders spread across 
multiple Ministries, enterprises, and associations. ULIP puts into practice the 
vision of PM GatiShakti, built as an open-source mobility stack for 
achieving the following:  
a. A nationwide single window logistics platform for end-to-end visibility for the 
efficient movement of goods  
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b. A logistics gateway of integrated information across Government agencies 
throughout the logistics supply value chain  
c. A secure data exchange between Government and private entities  
d. Turbocharge India’s performance in the Global Competitive Index  
ULIP is currently being led and developed by NICDC in consultation with NITI 
Aayog. 
 
SamShiskha  
SamShiksha is India’s first virtual university with a curated catalogue of courses 
mapped to the UGC curricula with high-quality, low cost, flexible, outcome-driven 
degree offerings. Since its beta version was launched in February 2021, the platform 
has enlisted 1200+ free courses relevant for 70% students and educators; 22 subjects 
across six disciplines mapped to college syllabi and created three personalized 
learning pathways (guided library, holistic development, and educator 
development). 
 
Unnati  
A technology platform to digitally enable livelihood access for 22 crore blue and grey 
collar workers, Unnati is open, multi-channel and uses AI backend to match job 
providers with seekers. With the vision to empower ‘Bharat ka Har Shramik’, Unnati 
aims to become National Career Service 2.0—providing predictive intelligence-based 
skilling suggestions for job-seekers via integration with States, Districts, blocks and 
ITIs of the country. Over 10,000 job seekers and more than 150 employers have 
explored the product and expressed a strong affinity for it. 
 
KYC Setu  
This is an instant, cost-effective and completely digital solution to enable KYC using 
UPI as an interoperable infrastructure layer. As simple as making a UPI digital 
payment, this is an easy plug-andplay utility that requires minimal work by NPCI, 
banks and fintech and yet allows instant, secure and fully-digital e-KYC platform on 
any mobile phone. 
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Kaashi  
Kaashi is a low-risk lending product for the lower-middle-income class that 
leverages Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) income for underwriting. The product, 
currently being led by DFS and NITI Aayog, is in the final stages of development and 
integration with various entities and systems, such as banks, UIDAI, NSDL, etc. 
 
Swasth  
The Swasth Alliance aims to leverage digital technologies to drive healthcare 
inclusion in the country and improve health outcomes. Swasth has a strong core 
team, over 200 volunteers and an independent board led by Kris Gopalakrishnan. 
 
Krishi Neev  
Krishi Neev helped in identifying use cases of a technology platform to promote 
technology intervention in agriculture. However, it could not translate into 
conceptualizing an actual common platform. The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Welfare is currently working on an agri-stack, which essentially is a data 
aggregator platform. 
 
FRONTIER TECHNOLOGIES 
Responsible AI  
1. The National Strategy on Artificial Intelligence (NSAI) released in 2018 
highlighted the economic and social potential of artificial intelligence 
(AI). AI is expected to boost India’s annual growth rate by 1.3% by 2035 and has the 
potential for large-scale adoption in a variety of social sectors towards ‘AI for All’. 
The growth of AI has not been without challenges. Examples of bias, lack of 
explainability, and privacy violations have raised concerns around the world and 
inhibited the adoption and growth of AI in India.  
2. The Data Management and Analysis, and Frontier Technologies Vertical held a 
series of consultations, with support from the WEF, for identifying a strategy for 
responsible management of AI in India. Part 1 of the two-part strategy document 
focusing on principles was released in February 2021, while Part 2 covering the 
proposed enforcement mechanisms was released in August 2021.  
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3. Future discourse in the direction of specific sectoral approaches for Responsible 
AI is currently in progress. 
 
Emerging Technologies  
In addition to the above, the Vertical is currently working on policy documents on 
various other areas, including XR Strategy, promoting ed-tech and legal-tech 
in a seamless manner, building bio-banks, etc. 
 
Medicines from the Sky  
NITI Aayog, in collaboration with the Government of Telangana and the 
World Economic Forum (WEF), launched the ‘Medicines from the Sky’ 
project on piloting the use of unmanned aerial systems for the delivery of 
vaccines in remote areas.  
These drone trials are focused on laying the groundwork for a drone delivery 
network that will improve access to vital healthcare supplies for remote and 
vulnerable communities. The scope includes deliveries of MMR (maternal mortality 
rate), flu and Covid-19 vaccines. 
Digital Banking  
A discussion document on ‘A Proposal for Digital Banks in India: Licensing 
and Regulatory Regime’ has been released for stakeholder consultations. The 
document proposes a template and roadmap for digital bank licensing and a 
regulatory framework in India. 
Agri-Tech  
An expert committee has been constituted under the Chairmanship of Member, 
Agriculture, NITI Aayog, to identify the challenges and propose a way forward to 
promote agri-tech in the country. 
 
NATIONAL MISSION ON TRANSFORMATIVE MOBILITY AND 
BATTERY STORAGE 
To drive clean, connected, shared, sustainable, and holistic mobility initiatives in 
India, the National Mission on Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage was set 
up in NITI Aayog in March 2019.  
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Phase II of the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid and) 
Electric Vehicles (FAME) scheme was launched with an outlay of Rs 10,000 
crore to promote the manufacture of electric and hybrid vehicles and the 
development of technology in this area. 
Steps to Reduce Cost of EVs  
Under FAME-II, the following actions have been taken to reduce the cost of electric 
two- and three wheelers and e-buses:  
1. Upfront incentives for two-wheelers have been increased  
2. The Aggregation Model has been adopted for three-wheelers  
3. The Opex Model and Lighthouse Cities’ approach have been taken for 
electric buses 
 
PLI for ACC Battery Storage  
The Government has also approved the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme for the manufacturing of Advanced Chemistry Cells to bring down 
the prices of batteries in the country. A drop in battery price will result in the 
reduction of the cost of electric vehicles (EVs). The programme was approved by the 
Cabinet with an outlay of Rs 18,000 crore for five years, and PLIs worth Rs 25,938 
crore were sanctioned for automobiles and auto components, with a focus on EVs 
and fuel-cell technologies, for five years. 
 
Shoonya Campaign  
In September 2021, NITI Aayog, with the support of Rocky Mountain Institute, 
launched Shoonya: an initiative to promote zero-pollution delivery 
vehicles by working with consumers and industry. The campaign aims to 
accelerate the adoption of EVs in the urban deliveries segment and create consumer 
awareness about the benefits of zero-pollution delivery. 
E-Amrit Portal  
India launched ‘E-Amrit’, a web portal on EVs at the COP26 Summit in Glasgow, 
UK, in November 2021. E-Amrit is a one-stop destination for all 
information on EVs—their purchase, investment opportunities, policies, 
subsidies, etc.  
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The portal has been developed and hosted by NITI Aayog under a collaborative 
knowledge exchange programme with the UK government and as part of 
the UK–India Joint Roadmap 2030, signed by the Prime Ministers of the two 
countries.  
E-Amrit intends to complement the initiatives of the Government on raising 
awareness on EVs and sensitizing consumers on the benefits of switching to electric 
vehicles. 
 
METHANOL ECONOMY  
• India is poised to play a significant role in the global energy space. It is likely to 

account for 25% of the rise in global energy demand by 2040. Our 
country’s energy demand is expected to rise at a compounded annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of 3.5% by 2040. However, the dependence on crude oil and natural gas 
has increased from 73% and 17% in 2005–06 to 81% and 40% in 2015–16, 
respectively.  

• Methanol and dimethyl ether (DME) can play an important role to 
curtail rising imports and improve the energy security of India. 
Methanol production and usage are in the initial stages in India; however, due to 
methanol’s wide applications, there is tremendous scope for growth.  

• NITI Aayog has been driving national efforts towards the widespread adoption of 
a methanol economy in India.  

• A white paper on the blending of 15% methanol in gasoline was prepared by 
NITI Aayog and shared with the PMO, requesting the issuance of a policy 
directive to all stakeholders to include the M15 blend as part of an alternative fuel 
strategy for cutting down the import of fossil fuels.  

• The Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) launched India’s first 
plant in Hyderabad to convert high ash coal into methanol using 
indigenous technology. BHEL has developed a fluidized bed gasification 
technology suitable for high ash Indian coal to produce syngas and to convert 
syngas to methanol with 99% purity.  

• This pilot project, with a methanol generation capacity of 0.25 metric 
tonnes every day, has been initiated by NITI Aayog and funded by the 
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Department of Science and Technology (DST) under the Clean Energy 
Research Initiative. 

• Dr VK Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog, met with representatives of the Society of 
Indian Automobile Manufacturers, Mahindra and Mahindra Limited, Hero Moto 
Corps, Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) and Automotive Research 
Association of India (ARAI) to review the status of testing of vehicles with 15% 
methanol blended in petrol and the protocols for the endurance study on M15.  

• With the effort of NITI Aayog, the IOCL and ARAI have conducted emission as 
well as material compatibility tests with the M-15 blend in two- and four-
wheelers. 

• To use methanol as a cooking fuel, the Bureau of Indian Standards has 
prepared a preliminary draft on the domestic methanol cookstove-
canister. The final draft will be made public once the comments from all the 
stakeholders are received by the Bureau of Indian Standards. 

 
HYDROGEN ECONOMY  
• As per a directive of the PMO, NITI Aayog is undertaking efforts towards the 

development of a hydrogen economy in India. NITI has organized several 
brainstorming sessions on the same under the Chairmanship of Vice Chairman, 
NITI Aayog, with relevant stakeholders.  

• A presentation on hydrogen economy was made by leading industries in the 
sector to Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, on 22 April 2021. Based on their 
suggestions, the Science and Technology Vertical and Atal Innovation Mission 
have jointly formulated a framework for enabling stakeholders and innovators in 
the ecosystem. 

All the best 
JAI HIND 
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