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India-Russia Defence Cooperation 
• Defence cooperation is an important pillar of the India-Russia strategic 

partnership. It is guided by the Programme for Military Technical Cooperation 
signed between the two countries which is valid, at present till 2020. It 
enshrines the interest of the two governments to further develop and 
strengthen the military and technical cooperation in the sphere of research 
and development, production and after sales support of armament systems 
and various military equipment. The two sides also have periodic exchanges of 
armed forces personnel and military exercises. 

• India and Russia have an institutionalized structure to oversee the complete 
range of issues of military technical cooperation. The India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission on Military Technical Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC), 
set up in 2000, is at the apex of this structure. The two Defence Ministers meet 
annually, alternately in Russia and India, to discuss and review the status of 
ongoing projects and other  issues of military technical cooperation. There are 
two Working Groups and seven Sub-Groups under the IRIGC-MTC, which 
review and discuss an array of military technical issues. In 2008, a high level 
committee called the High Level Monitoring Committee (HLMC) was set up 
with Defence Secretary from the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of India 
and Director of Federal Service for Military Technical Cooperation (FSMTC) 
from the Russian Federation as its co-chairs. 

• Bilateral projects currently underway include indigenous production of T-90 
tanks and Su-30-MKI aircraft, supply of MiG-29-K aircraft and Kamov-31 and 
Mi-17 helicopters, upgrade of MiG-29 aircraft and supply of Multi-Barrel 
Rocket Launcher Smerch. 

• Over the years, cooperation in the military technical sphere has evolved from a 
purely buyer-seller relationship to joint research, design development and 
production of state of the art military platforms. Production of the Brahmos 
cruise missile is an example of this trend. The two countries are also engaged 
in joint design and development of the Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft and 
Multi-Role Transport Aircraft. 

• Joint exercises between the two Armed Forces are held under the title 
"INDRA". In the year 2014, Joint exercises of Army, Navy and the Air force 
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were conducted. Joint exercises for the year 2015 for all the three services are 
under consideration.  
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TH- Strains on India-Russia defence cooperation 
Which are some of the major deals with Russia that are either pending or under 
review? How has the Russian government responded? 

• The story so far: As the war in Ukraine stretches over four months with no 
end in sight, it has given rise to apprehensions on Russia’s ability to adhere to 
timely deliveries of spares and hardware.  

 
What is the status of India-Russia defence cooperation? 
 

• When the war began in February, top officers stated that the Indian armed 
forces have stocks of spares and supplies for eight to ten months and the 
expectation was that the war would end quickly. However, as it stretches on 
with no clear endgame, there are apprehensions on Russia’s ability to adhere 
to the timelines for both spares as well as new deliveries. 

• Responding to questions on this issue in early May, Army Chief Manoj 
Pande acknowledged the Army’s dependency on certain weapon systems 
specially in the area of air defence, rockets, missiles and certain tanks from 
Russia and Ukraine and said that as far as the immediate impact was 
concerned “the supply chain of certain spares and ammunition has 
got impacted to some extent, but we have adequate stocks to last for 
a reasonable period of time.”  

• He added that they are also looking at certain alternative mitigation measures 
and identifying alternate sources from friendly foreign countries while in the 
long term, this is also an opportunity for the private industry to step up 
production and meet the requirements. 

• The Defence Ministry and Services have carried out assessments on the 
possible impact on timely deliveries due to Western sanctions on Russia. 
Officials have stated that while some timeline lapses and shipping delays were 
possible, there would not be any dent on the Army’s operational preparedness 
along the borders especially the Line of Actual Control. 

• In addition, the armed forces have also made significant emergency 
procurements in the last two years since the standoff in Eastern Ladakh 
and have stocked up on spares and ammunition.  
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• Therefore, there shouldn't be any immediate urgency for spares and other 
requirements, officials noted. Russia has assured India that it would adhere to 
delivery timelines. However, as the war stretches on there are apprehensions 
that it could have an impact as the Russian industry would be caught up in 
replenishing the inventories of their own armed forces. 

 
What is the status of deals underway/new deals pending with Russia? 
 

• The defence trade between India and Russia has crossed $15 billion 
since 2018, in the backdrop of some big deals including the $5.43 
billion S-400 long range air defence systems.  

• Other major contracts currently under implementation are construction of 
four additional stealth frigates in Russia and India, licensed 
production of the Mango Armor-piercing fin-stabilised discarding 
sabot (APFSDS) rounds for the T-90S tanks as also additional T-90S 
tanks, AK-203 assault rifles among others. However, there is some delay. For 
instance, the delivery of the second regiment of the S-400 is delayed by a few 
months as also the operationalisation of the agreement for the 
manufacture of 6.1 lakh AK-203 rifles at Korwa, Amethi in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

• There are also several big ticket deals currently under negotiation but several 
of them have been deferred by the Defence Ministry as part of the review of all 
direct import deals.  

• This is in conjunction with efforts to push the ‘Make in India’ scheme in 
defence.  

• Russian deals have also been deferred including the one for 21 MiG-29 fighter 
jets for the Indian Air Force (IAF) along with the upgradation of 59 existing 
Mig-29 jets estimated to cost ₹7,418 crore and the manufacture of 12 SU-
30 MKI aircraft at an estimated ₹10,730 crore by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 

• Another long pending deal for the manufacture of 200 K-226T utility 
helicopters in India is also under reconsideration due to the fact 
that the indigenous Light Utility Helicopter is now ready, as well as cost 



7 

Easy to PICK UPSC “PT” DNA 

  

concerns. A formal decision on cancellation has not been taken yet, officials 
stated. 

• In addition, a deal for six Ka-31 early warning helicopters and a bigger deal for 
Igla-S very short range air defence systems have also been deferred though the 
Army inducted a small number of Igla-S systems brought under emergency 
procurement. 

 
What is the status of payments? 
 

• With Russia being shut out of the global SWIFT system for money 
transfers, India and Russia have agreed to conduct payments through the 
Rupee-Rouble arrangement. With several big ticket deals including the S-400 
under implementation, there are large volume of payments to be made. 

• The Central banks of the two countries had extensively discussed 
this issue, and officials recently said that small payments have been resumed 
and work is on to resolve larger payments. For the two countries, payments 
by the Rupee-Rouble arrangement is not new. 

• For instance, for the S-400 air defence systems signed in October 2018, with 
the looming threat of U.S. sanctions under CAATSA (Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act), the two sides had worked out 
payments through the Rupee-Rouble exchange. In fact, the delivery 
schedule got slightly delayed as the payment was tied up. However, at that 
time Russia was within the SWIFT system. 

• While India continues to remain Russia’s largest arms buyer with a major 
chunk of legacy hardware from Russia and the Soviet Union, the volume of 
imports has reduced in the last decade. 

 
. 
 

All the best 
JAI HIND 
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1. Geography OPTIONAL 
RRVAP (Rapid round value 
addition programme with TEST 
SERIES) 

• For the last 9 years favourite programme 
among students. 

• Where you are lacking we are working upon 
like, Paper-2 in contemporary and 
geographical manner, Mapping and its 
application, special emphasis on Thoughts-
Regional planning and biogeography. 

• Full coverage of geography with writing 
skill development 

• 2013 when the average score was 140 in 
Geo our students scored 200+ (Isha Dhuna, 
Nitin Agarwal and Aditya uppal) 

• 2014 when average score is 230 our 
students scored 280-300 (Aditya uppal 
RANK-19 309 marks) 

• Same trend in 2015-21 
• Available online and offline 2023 

 
2. Our best and SUCCESS GRADE 

course Newspaper analysis and 
writing skill programme. 
** Our TM and most successful programme 
start from 15th Sep  2022 with the 
coverage of last 3 years issues highly 
helpful in P-2&3  
(Seats are limited). FOR FRESHERS AS 
WELL AS THOSE WHO WANT TO 
SCORE 450+  IN MAINS 2021  
 

3. Writing skill development, 
enhancement and 
management programme. 

• Best developed programme to enhance the 
writing skills at individual level 

• Yield a fantastic result: RANK-22 (Saloni 
Rai) and Rank 1 Nandani others…. 

22 sessions till oct 2022 (online and offline) 
with same day discussion, feedback and 
evaluation of the copies. 
 
4. Special batch for ETHICS and 
150 CASE STUDIES. (15 days 
with the guidance to score 110+ 
by DIRECTOR sir)-Online 
available 
 
5. RAW  GS MAINS crash 
course-online 
6. Sanjeeveni Prelims GS crash 
course – Online  
7. Ncert Foundation btachC2U 
Sep 2023 
8. Target 50 GS-FOUNDATION 
batch for 2023… from 22nd August 
2023. 
9. SAARTHI mentorship 
Programme 
 
All the Best – JAI HIND 
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