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https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/turkey-attacking-
northern-syria-kurds-6071019/ 
India-Turkey Relations 

• There have been regular contacts between Indian and Turkey since medieval 
times. The Ottoman Empire even sent expeditions to allied kingdoms such as 
the Zamorin and the Gujarat Sultanate to help them fight against the 
Portugese colonisation. 

• However, the siege of Diu in 1538 permanently ended direct Ottoman presence 
in the subcontinent, when the Portugese defeated a combined fleet of the 
Ottoman Empire as well as that of the Gujarat Sultanate. 

• Following the empire’s defeat in World War I, the Khalifat movement was 
underway to preserve Turkey’s sovereignty. It was also supported by Mahatma 
Gandhi and spoke out against the harsh victor’s peace imposed on the nascent 
Turkish republic. 

• Full diplomatic relations between India and Turkey were established in 1947 
but the relations were frosty at best. Turkey had allied itself with NATO while 
Indian was part of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

• Relations between the two only developed at the desired pace following the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War.  

• Until recently, Turkey was a vocal advocate of Pakistan’s position on the 
Kashmir dispute. 

• Following the abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019, Turkey criticised 
India’s action, effectively taking Pakistan’s side. It made scathing remarks 
against the actions in the United Nations, earning a sharp retort from India 
itself. This has led to strains in the relation between India and Turkey but as 
per foreign relations experts, it is has not completely soured as of 2021. 

 
 Turkey will now be known as Türkiye at the United Nations, after the 

intergovernmental body agreed to a formal request for the name change from 
Ankara. 

o Domestically, citizens refer to the land as Turkiye, but its anglicised version 
‘Turkey’ was adopted internationally following the country’s independence in 
1923. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/turkey-attacking-northern-syria-kurds-6071019/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/turkey-attacking-northern-syria-kurds-6071019/
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o Apparently, the country’s government was not pleased with the Google search 
results that came up for the word ‘Turkey’. Some of these results included the 
large bird that is served for Thanksgiving and Christmas meals in North 
America. 

o The government has also had objections to Cambridge Dictionary’s definition 
of the term “turkey”; “something that fails badly” or “a stupid or silly person”. 

o There are other countries that have changed their names either to drop 
colonial legacies or rebrand, as is the case with Turkey. Some examples include 

o The Netherlands, which was changed from Holland; 
o Macedonia, which changed its name to North Macedonia due to political 

disputes with Greece; 
o Iran, which changed its name from Persia in 1935; 
o Siam, which changed its name to Thailand; and 
o Rhodesia, which changed to Zimbabwe to drop its colonial legacy. 

 
Organisation Of Turkic State and India- Turkey Relations 
Organization of Turkic states is an intergovernmental organization which was 
framed in 2009 with the aim of promoting comprehensive cooperation among 
Turkic state. 

• It is constructed on four main themes of common history, common 
language, common identity, and common culture. 

• Recently in the Istanbul Summit the organization has been renamed as the 
Organization of Turkic State from Turkic Council. 

• MEMBERS: The founding four member states are Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. 

• Hungary was given observer status in the 6 summits in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyz 
Republic in September 2018. 

• In the 7-summit held in Baku, Uzbekistan joined as a full member. 
Turkmenistan joined as an observer member in the 8 summits. 

PRINCIPLE OF THE ORGANIZATION 
• It is committed to the purpose and principle of the charter of the United 

Nation and various universally recognized principle and rule of international 
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law which also include sovereign equality, territorial integrity as well as 
maintenance of international peace. 

• Though it brings together a particular group of countries, the organization 
does not take an exclusive approach. The organization also cooperate with its 
neighboring state and it does not limit itself with in the frame of its member 
state in order to ensure peace and stability. 

WHAT IS PAN TURKISM? 
 Pan Turkism is not new ideology it was originated back in mid-19 century. When 
campaign for uniting Turkic people in Russia gained traction later on which spread 
into many geographical areas. There slogan was “where there is Turk, there is turkey 
“ 
TURKEY GROWING IN CENTRAL ASIA 

• In soft power like education, culture and religion turkey profile have been 
changing rapidly in much positive manner which is generating new bond with 
the religion elites. 

• Nearly more than 5000 Turkish companies work in Central Asia with annual 
trade in that region is around $10 billion which show turkey has strengthen 
the connectivity with Central Asia through the Caucasus. 

•  Turkey has also made impressive progress in building transportation 
corridors to Central Asia and beyond to China, Georgia and Azerbaijan. 

• Turkey has also strengthened its military power by singing agreement for wide 
ranging defense and security cooperation with country like Kazakhstan and 
Azerbaijan. 

 
https://www.aspireias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-
editorials/OrganisationOf-TurkicStateand-India-Turkey-Relation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aspireias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/OrganisationOf-TurkicStateand-India-Turkey-Relation
https://www.aspireias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/OrganisationOf-TurkicStateand-India-Turkey-Relation
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KURDISTAN ISSUE- 
 

 
 
Who are Kurds? 

• At an estimated 25 million to 35 million population, they are the world’s 
largest stateless ethnic group. 

• The majority among the Kurdish people today are Sunni Muslim, but there are 
adherents of other faiths too, including Sufism and other mystical practices. 

• They live in the highlands of southern and eastern Turkey, northern Iraq, the 
northeastern Syria, northwestern Iran, and parts of south Armenia, and are a 
minority in each of these countries. Small communities live in Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Lebanon, and eastern Iran as well. 

• Kurds have long had a reputation for being fearless fighters, and they have 
served as mercenaries in many armies over the centuries. 
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• The mediaeval warrior Saladin, founder of the Ayyubid dynasty that replaced 
the Fatimids in Egypt and ruled over large parts of the Middle East in the 12th 
and 13th centuries, was of Kurdish ethnicity. 

  
What’s happening now? 
Recently, the Trump administration ordered US troops to step aside from the border 
in northern Syria, effectively paving the way for Turkey to launch an 
offensive against US-backed Kurdish forces who they regard as enemies. 
  
What are their demands? 

• The Kurds have never achieved nation-state status, except in Iraq, where they 
have a regional government called Iraqi Kurdistan. 

• Kurdistan is made up of five different regions: southeastern Turkey, 
northeastern Syria, northern Iraq, northwestern Iran and southwestern 
Armenia. 

• In the early 20th century, the Kurds began working toward the creation of 
homeland known as Kurdistan. In 1920, the Treaty of Sèvres — one of a 
series of treaties that the Central Powers signed after their defeat in World 
War I — outlined the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and called for an 
autonomous Kurdistan. 

• Three years later, after the end of the war, Western allies dropped demands for 
an independent Kurdish state and the Kurdish region was divided among 
several countries. 

• Turkey has two main goals in northeast Syria: to drive the Kurdish YPG militia 
which it deems a security threat away from its border, and to create a space 
inside Syria where 2 million Syrian refugees currently hosted in Turkey can be 
settled. 

  
Latest developments: 

1. Kurdish forces who had until recently been America’s allies against both the 
Islamic State and President Bashar al-Assad of Syria, announced an agreement 
with the Damascus regime, which is backed by Moscow and Tehran, the 
United States’ two great rivals in the region. 
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2. Turkey has also launched a military operation against Kurdish fighters in 
northeast Syria. 

  
What could this mean for Islamic state? 
Chaos could present Islamic State with an opportunity to stage a revival and the SDF 
has been conducting operations against IS sleeper cells since capturing its final 
territorial foothold earlier this year. 
 
TH- EXPLAINER 
How Turkey made peace with Sweden and Finland joining NATO 
Why was Ankara initially against Helsinki and Stockholm joining the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization? What changed? 

• The story so far: On June 28, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg announced the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between Turkey, Finland and Sweden 
in a trilateral meeting held in Madrid, Spain.  

• The MoU was signed once the Finland President Niinistö and Sweden Prime 
Minister Andersson agreed to address the national security concerns of 
Turkey. Following this assurance, President Erdoğan agreed to support 
Finland and Sweden in their bid to join NATO. 

 
What does the MoU say? 

• The key provisions of the MoU include the following three points: a joint 
commitment between Turkey, Finland, and Sweden to counter terrorism; 
addressing the pending extradition of terror suspects through a bilateral legal 
framework, and investigating and interdicting “any financing and recruitment 
activities of the PKK and all other terrorist organisations.” 

• Besides the above, Finland and Sweden assured that “their respective national 
regulatory frameworks for arms exports enable new commitments to Allies”. 
Both countries also promised to stand against disinformation and to fully 
commit to EU’s CSDP (Common Security and Defence Policy) and Turkey’s 
participation in the PESCO (Permanent Structured Co-operation) Project on 
Military Mobility. 
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Why did Turkey withdraw its opposition? 
 

• Turkey was initially against Finland and Sweden joining NATO. Though there 
were no direct bilateral issues between Turkey with Sweden and Finland, the 
former was against the latter for their position on the Kurdish issue and 
extradition of activists. 

• Turkey, after negotiations, agreed to withdraw its opposition for the following 
reasons. First, Finland and Sweden should promise to address counter-
terrorism provisions within their countries. Finland has committed to modify 
its criminal code, and Sweden has assured to implement the new “Terrorist 
Offenses Act” from July 1. Second, Turkey had raised concerns about Finland 
and Sweden being home to Kurdish activists and militant organisations.  

• Finland and Sweden have now agreed to execute the pending “deportations or 
extraditions” of listed ‘terror’ suspects made by Turkey. Third, lifting the arms 
embargo. There has been no clear definition about the category of weapons, 
but Finland and Sweden will remove the arms embargo against Turkey.  

• Since Finland and Sweden have addressed all the above primary concerns of 
Turkey, Ankara has decided to withdraw its opposition to Helsinki and 
Stockholm. 

 
Why have Finland and Sweden agreed to address the concerns raised by 
Turkey? 
 

• Finland and Sweden have considered Mr. Erdogan as an authoritarian ruler 
against democratic norms and rights. The earlier positions of both countries 
on Turkey were based more on their principles relating to democracy, 
‘separatism’, the rule of law etc. Their support to Kurdish activists from Turkey 
was based on their larger principles than any specific bilateral problem with 
Turkey. 

• Both Helsinki and Stockholm have agreed to revisit their position on Turkey, 
primarily due to the threat from Kremlin. The security threat from Russia 
looms large in the national capitals of Finland and Sweden today as Russia’s 
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military aggression on Ukraine continues. The fear of their own national 
security has pushed both nations to join NATO which in turn has made them 
agree to Turkey’s conditions. 

 
What does this mean for Russia? 
 

• Russia shares a 1,340 kilometre long border with Finland. Sweden, though it 
does not share a land border, shares the Baltic Sea with Russia. The land/sea 
borders with Russia place both countries under direct threat from the Kremlin. 

• On June 28, Deputy Secretary of the Russian Security Council Dmitry 
Medvedev cautioned Finland and Sweden on continuing with their decision to 
join NATO. He referred to the relations with these countries as being 
respectful and mutually friendly. He underlined that there are no territorial 
disputes with these two countries; hence they should not worry about any 
security threat from Russia. 

• Since 1948, Finland, Sweden and Russia have maintained economic 
cooperation, but the relations always remained strained due to the Cold War 
and Finland’s neutrality principle. If Sweden and Finland join NATO, it means 
an enlarged presence of the latter around the west and north of Russia. This 
would go against the very objective of Moscow interfering in Ukraine — 
maintaining Russian influence in its immediate neighbourhood.  

• Also, whether the two countries joining NATO will undermine Russia’s 
interests in the Arctic remains to be seen. Both Sweden and Finland are part of 
the Arctic States; Russia currently holds the Arctic Council chair and will 
remain the chair until 2023. 

• For Russia, Finland and Sweden joining NATO not only means an increased 
NATO presence in its neighbourhood but also questions its Arctic interests. 

 
 
What does this mean for NATO? 

• First, strengthening the alliance. Both Finland and Sweden which have 
followed the non-alignment principle have broken from their natural rule and 
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decided to join NATO. This does not only mean guarantee of security against 
Russia but it also gives NATO the power to engage. 

• Second, NATO will gain strategic ground to counter Russia. The addition of 
more allies means a steady expansion of the NATO towards the East, through 
which it will now be able to exercise its military operations both on land and in 
the Baltic Sea, where Russia holds a strategic position. NATO will now also be 
able to position its weapon systems — further its combat formation and plan 
its attack techniques to power up deterrence and defence. 

• In 1997, NATO initiated the rapprochement in order to build bridges with 
Russia. However, with Russia annexing the Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and 
launching a war in Ukraine, NATO’s rapprochement efforts came to an end. So 
currently, this might seem an impossible act for both parties. However, with 
NATO encircling Russia from the West, Russia might consider the option to 
meet at the table at a later stage. 

• Third, a secured Euro-Atlantic. NATO presence in the region will securitise 
and safeguard the Baltic states, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, which were 
earlier at risk due to their close proximity to Russia and Russian attacks. This 
will not only help Ukraine win the war but will also enable NATO to bring in 
advanced weapons such as fifth-generation aircraft, technological weapon 
systems and strong political institutions across the allied countries. 

. 

. 
 
. 
 

All the best 
JAI HIND 
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1. Geography OPTIONAL 
RRVAP (Rapid round value 
addition programme with TEST 
SERIES) 

• For the last 9 years favourite programme 
among students. 

• Where you are lacking we are working upon 
like, Paper-2 in contemporary and 
geographical manner, Mapping and its 
application, special emphasis on Thoughts-
Regional planning and biogeography. 

• Full coverage of geography with writing 
skill development 

• 2013 when the average score was 140 in 
Geo our students scored 200+ (Isha Dhuna, 
Nitin Agarwal and Aditya uppal) 

• 2014 when average score is 230 our 
students scored 280-300 (Aditya uppal 
RANK-19 309 marks) 

• Same trend in 2015-21 
• Available online and offline 2023 

 
2. Our best and SUCCESS GRADE 

course Newspaper analysis and 
writing skill programme. 
** Our TM and most successful programme 
start from 15th Sep  2022 with the 
coverage of last 3 years issues highly 
helpful in P-2&3  
(Seats are limited). FOR FRESHERS AS 
WELL AS THOSE WHO WANT TO 
SCORE 450+  IN MAINS 2021  
 

3. Writing skill development, 
enhancement and 
management programme. 

• Best developed programme to enhance the 
writing skills at individual level 

• Yield a fantastic result: RANK-22 (Saloni 
Rai) and Rank 1 Nandani others…. 

22 sessions till oct 2022 (online and offline) 
with same day discussion, feedback and 
evaluation of the copies. 
 
4. Special batch for ETHICS and 
150 CASE STUDIES. (15 days 
with the guidance to score 110+ 
by DIRECTOR sir)-Online 
available 
 
5. RAW  GS MAINS crash 
course-online 
6. Sanjeeveni Prelims GS crash 
course – Online  
7. Ncert Foundation btachC2U 
Sep 2023 
8. Target 50 GS-FOUNDATION 
batch for 2023… from 22nd August 
2023. 
9. SAARTHI mentorship 
Programme 
 
All the Best – JAI HIND 
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