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Sundar Committee Road Safety Traffic Management-Road Safety 
Policies, Initiatives 

• Sundar Committee Road Safety Traffic Management is an expert committee 
under the chairmanship of Shri S. Sundar, Distinguished Fellow, The Energy 
and Resources Institute (TERI) and former Secretary of the then Ministry of 
Surface Transport, Government of India. It was established to provide 
structural recommendations and function-related advice for the Directorate of 
Road Safety and Traffic Management.  

• As around 60 to 65 percent of fatalities occurred on roads other than the 
national highways, the Committee resolved to address road safety for all types 
of roads, including rural roads, district roads, state highways, and national 
highways. 

 
National Road Safety Policy On March 15, 2010, the Union Cabinet 
approved the National Road Safety Policy based on the 
recommendations of the Sundar Committee.  
The National Road Safety Policy describes the policy measures that the Government 
will develop or undertake at all levels to enhance the nation's road safety initiatives. 
The National Road Safety Policy is listed below: 
Policy Pointers Description 
Raise Awareness about Road 
Safety Issues 

The government will step up efforts 
to raise public understanding of the 
numerous components of road 
safety, the social and economic 
effects of traffic accidents, and 
what can be done to stop the 
growing threat of traffic accidents. 

Establish a Road Safety 
Information Database 

To enhance the quality of crash 
investigations and data collecting, 
transmission, and analysis, the 
government will offer assistance to 
local organisations, Union 
Territories, and States. For the 
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purpose of maintaining this activity 
and establishing policy guidelines, 
a national road safety information 
system will be set up. 

Ensure Safer Road 
Infrastructure 

The Government will take action to 
revise safety requirements for rural 
and urban road design standards 
and bring them into compliance 
with global best practices while 
taking Indian traffic conditions 
into consideration. It will be 
encouraged to continue using 
Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) 
within a national framework to 
create a secure and effective 
transportation system. 

Safer Vehicles To reduce the negative safety and 
environmental effects of vehicle 
operation on road users and 
infrastructure, the government will 
take steps to ensure that safety 
features are built into the design, 
manufacture, usage, operation, and 
maintenance of both motorized 
and non-motorized vehicles in 
accordance with international 
standards and practices. 

Safer Drivers The Government will strengthen 
the system of driver licensing and 
training to improve the 
competence and capability of 
drivers. 

Safety of Vulnerable Road All road facilities, whether rural or 
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Users urban, will be properly designed 
and built with the needs of non-
motorized transportation, the 
weak, and the physically 
handicapped in mind. In this 
regard, the government will try to 
educate municipal planners, 
architects, and highway and traffic 
engineers on "best practices.". 

Road Traffic Safety Education 
and Training 

Through education, training, and 
advertising initiatives, the general 
public will become more 
knowledgeable and aware of road 
safety. Schoolchildren and college-
bound students will also get road 
safety education, and community-
wide road safety behaviors will be 
promoted through media 
campaigns. 

Emergency Medical Services 
for Road Accidents 

The government will make every 
effort to guarantee that everyone 
hurt in vehicle accidents receives 
prompt, efficient trauma care and 
management. The provision of 
rescue operations, the 
administration of first aid at the 
scene of an accident, and the 
transportation of the victim from 
the accident site to a local hospital 
would be among the primary duties 
of such a service. 

Enforcement of Safety Laws To ensure the efficient and uniform 
application of safety legislation, the 



5 

Easy to PICK UPSC “PT” DNA 

  

government will take the necessary 
steps to support various states and 
other governments in 
strengthening and improving the 
quality of enforcement. 

HRD & Research for Road 
Safety 

The government will encourage 
increased involvement in programs 
of road safety research by 
designating priority areas, 
providing enough financing for 
research in those areas, and 
creating centers of excellence in 
research and academic institutions. 

Strengthening Enabling Legal, 
Institutional, and Financial 
Environment for Road Safety 

The government will take the 
necessary steps to guarantee that 
the necessary institutional, 
budgetary, and legal framework for 
road safety is further enhanced and 
that a system is in place for the 
efficient coordination of all 
relevant parties 

Implementation Strategy A National Road Safety Board and 
National Road Safety Fund will be 
established by the government to 
monitor matters relating to road 
safety and develop practical plans 
for carrying out the Road Safety 
Policy and to finance road activities 
through the allocation of a certain 
percentage of the cess on gasoline 
and diesel respectively. 
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Current Scenario of Road Safety  
• Despite commitment and efforts, road accidents remain a major cause of death, 
disabling conditions, and hospitalization in India.  
• India is top among the 199 countries in terms of the number of fatal road accidents, 
and it is responsible for over 11% of all accident-related deaths worldwide.  
• In India, there were 449,002 accidents in total in 2019 that resulted in 151,113 
fatalities and 451,361 injuries.  
• The number of accidents fell by 3.86 percent in 2019 compared to the previous 
year, while the number of accident-related fatalities and injuries fell by 0.20 and 
3.86 percent, respectively.  
• Road fatalities and other accident-related deaths are more of a rural phenomenon 
than an urban one. Thus, in 2019, 32.9% and 67.1% of all fatalities occurred in urban 
and rural areas respectively.  
• Among the more than a million cities, Delhi continues to be the city with the most 
fatalities in 2019, followed by Jaipur, Chennai, Bengaluru, and Kanpur.  
• The State of Tamil Nadu recorded the highest number of road accidents in 2019.  
• In Uttar Pradesh in 2019, most people were killed in traffic accidents. 
ROAD SAFETY SYMBOLS- 



7 

Easy to PICK UPSC “PT” DNA 

  

 



8 

Easy to PICK UPSC “PT” DNA 

  

 
 
Other Road Safety Programmes in India 
S.No Programmes Description 
1. Road Engineering 

Measures 
The National Highways Roadside Safety 
website published the government's 
instructions for conducting road safety 
audits. The government also installed 
crash barriers, speed warning signs, 
and other signboards. Additionally, the 
government promised to lessen "black 
spots" on the roads. 

2. 3-Year Action Agenda 
of NITI Aayog 

Regulationg the reporting of accidents 
Make the necessary arrangements to 
guarantee that the accident victim gets 
to the hospital within 10 minutes of the 
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accident. This can be done by setting up 
emergency medical services and having 
adequate ambulances, among other 
things. 

3. Brasilia Declaration India committed to lowering the 
number of fatalities in traffic accidents 
by 2020 and to include this target in 
the 2030 agenda for sustainable 
development by the participating 
countries. 

4. 4 ‘E’s Strategy The Ministry has formulated a multi-
pronged strategy to address the issue of 
road safety based on 4 ‘E’s viz. 
Education, Engineering (both of roads 
and vehicles), Enforcement and 
Emergency Care. 

5. Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment) Act 
2019 

In 2019, the government modified the 
Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act. One 
of the main Acts the government uses 
to regulate traffic safety is this one. A 
National Road Safety Board was to be 
established under the Act to advise the 
government on managing roads and 
traffic. 

6. KS Radhakrishnan 
Panel on Road Safety 

To ensure adequate safety standards in 
the design, construction, and 
maintenance of roads, state 
governments are required to perform a 
mandatory audit on road safety. 
Educating the public about insurance 
plans, road safety regulations, etc. 
Providing victims prompt and adequate 
recompense. 
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7. Vehicular 
Engineering 
Measures 

Front and side crash tests for new 
automobile models in 2017. For new car 
models, the government instituted 
pedestrian protection regulations. In 
October 2018, it went into effect. Both 
airbags and a speed warning gadget 
must come standard on new cars 
travelling more than 80 kilometres per 
hour. 

8. Road Accident Data 
Management System 
(RADMS) in Tamil 
Nadu 

Each police station might be given a 
portable GPS unit so that officers could 
enter information at the actual scene of 
the accident. The system might be 
connected to medical centres to provide 
accident victims with prompt care. This 
kind of national accident database 
might significantly increase road safety 
throughout the nation. 

9. Road Safety Slogans Various road safety slogans like “Drive 
Safe”, Drive Carefully etc are being 
initiated to maintain awareness of road 
safety. 
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TH Explainer- A road safety quartet and the road ahead 
What are the key observations made by the new analytical series on road safety 
published inThe Lancet? 

• In spite of several years of policymaking to improve road safety, India remains 
among the worst-performing countries in this area with a toll of 1,47,913 
lives lost to road traffic accidents in 2017 as per Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways statistics.  

• The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) figure for the same 
year is 1,50,093 road accident deaths.  

• Further, India’s data on road crash mortality are seen as an undercount, and 
the Global Burden of Disease report for 2017 estimates, based on 
verbal autopsy sources, that there were 2,18,876 deaths.  

• The persistently high annual death toll brings into question the country’s 
ability to meet Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3.6, which aims 
to halve the fatalities and injuries from road traffic accidents by 
2030.  

• The United Nations is holding a high-level meeting on Global Road Safety 
on June 30 and July 1, 2022 to review the progress and challenges. 

 
What are the new findings on road safety? 
 

• A new analytical series on road safety worldwide, published by The 
Lancet, proposes that India and other countries could cut accident-related 
deaths by 25 to 40% based on evidence that preventive interventions produce 
good outcomes when applied to four well-known risk factors — high 
speed, driving under the influence of alcohol, not using proper 
helmets, not wearing seat-belts and not using child restraints.  

• Globally, about 14 lakh people die in traffic accidents annually, and nearly five 
crore are injured; over half of those killed are pedestrians, cyclists and 
motorcyclists; Low and Middle Income Countries (LMIC) bear the 
maximum burden of road fatalities and injuries, with high economic 
costs — an average of three to five per cent of GDP — suffered by these 
countries in 2014. 
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• India amended its law on motor vehicles in 2019, but its implementation 
by State governments is not uniform or complete. A National Road Safety 
Board was constituted under the Motor Vehicles Act, with advisory powers to 
reform safety. The focus of State governments, however, remains conventional, 
with an emphasis on user behaviour (drivers and other road users), education 
and uneven enforcement. Low emphasis is placed on structural change such as 
raising engineering standards for roads, signages, signals, training for 
scientific accident investigation, raising policing skills and fixing responsibility 
on government departments for design, creation and maintenance of road 
infrastructure. 

 
How can four factors improve safety outcomes? 
 

• The authors of The Lancet study used common predictors for individual 
countries, such as GDP per capita, population density, and governmental 
effectiveness measured through the Worldwide Governance Indicators, and 
built a statistical estimate of how interventions on the identified risk factors 
would influence injuries and death. 

• Using the Global Burden of Disease data, a statistical model was constructed to 
estimate the number of lives that could be saved with interventions in the 
respective areas for each country. An average of 20,554 lives could have been 
saved in India with a reduction in speeds, 5,683 with helmet interventions and 
3,204 with seatbelts. The savings for curbs on driving under the influence of 
alcohol were not quantified because the country does not report the percentage 
of such fatalities. 

• In addition, the study series in The Lancet also calculates that 17% of road 
traffic injury-related deaths in LMICs could be avoided if trauma care facilities 
improved. This is significant as several accidents take place in rural areas on 
highways, and victims are taken to poorly-equipped district hospitals or 
medical college hospitals. 

• While positive user behaviour — slower travel, wearing of helmets, seat belts 
and so on — could save thousands of lives, the structural problems linked to 
unplanned motorisation and urbanisation remain. In India, speedy highway 
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construction without reconciling fast and slow-moving traffic, presence of 
ramshackle vehicles, rampant wrong-side driving, absence of adequate police 
forces to monitor vehicles and curb drunk driving, and poor trauma care in 
non-urban centres contribute to high death and disability rates. 

• According to the Transport Ministry, more than 65% of those killed in 
road accidents in 2019 were in rural areas. Yet, the substantial death 
toll in densely populated urban centres — 32.9% — indicates that better 
engineering and enforcement can easily cut fatalities in the current decade, in 
the run up to the SDG goal year of 2030. This would be in consonance 
with the World Health Organization’s (WHO) decade of action on 
road safety, recognising it as a major public health issue, launched 
last year. 

 
What can be done to cut death and injury rates? 
 

• The ambitious amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act in 2019 (MV Act) have 
not yielded significant results, although the restrictions on vehicular 
movement for COVID-19 temporarily slowed the rising graph of fatalities and 
injuries. In many countries, post-COVID-19 driving has turned more unruly, 
leading to a rise in pedestrian deaths. 

• Major interventions in India, first suggested by the Sundar Committee 
(2007) and ordered by the Supreme Court in S. Rajasekaran vs 
Union of India have not made a dent in the problem. The measures include 
setting up of an apex national body for road safety, and fixing decentralised 
responsibility at the district level. 

• The Sundar Committee pointed out that India lacked a technically competent 
investigation arm that could determine the cause of accidents; the National 
Road Safety Board Rules, 2021, provide for the formation of technical 
working groups covering, among other things, crash investigation and 
forensics.  

• There is little clarity on whether the States have formed such units to aid traffic 
investigation, or whether the insurance industry has pressed for these to 
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accurately determine fault. In the absence of scientific investigation, 
perceptions usually guide the fixing of liability.  

• The MV Act stipulates only a fine up to one lakh for failure to follow norms and 
stipulations by the designated authority, contractor, consultant or 
concessionaire, leading to death or disability, and there is little evidence that 
even this has been enforced after a public inquiry. 

• The authors of The Lancet point out that legislation without enforcement ends 
in failure. Moreover, while proven interventions are proposed by WHO, 
absorptive capacities vary in LMICs. This is evident even in fast-growing India, 
since no single department bears responsibility to make roads safe. In the 
short term, slowing down traffic, particularly near habitations, segregating 
slower vehicles, enforcing seat belt and helmet use and cracking down on 
drunken drivers could produce measurable gains. 

 
. 
 
. 
 

All the best 
JAI HIND 
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Class explanation- mind map 
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ASPIRE IAS UPCOMING EXCLUSIVE sessions FOR MAINS-2023 

 

1. Geography OPTIONAL 
RRVAP (Rapid round value 
addition programme with TEST 
SERIES) 

• For the last 9 years favourite programme 
among students. 

• Where you are lacking we are working upon 
like, Paper-2 in contemporary and 
geographical manner, Mapping and its 
application, special emphasis on Thoughts-
Regional planning and biogeography. 

• Full coverage of geography with writing 
skill development 

• 2013 when the average score was 140 in 
Geo our students scored 200+ (Isha Dhuna, 
Nitin Agarwal and Aditya uppal) 

• 2014 when average score is 230 our 
students scored 280-300 (Aditya uppal 
RANK-19 309 marks) 

• Same trend in 2015-21 
• Available online and offline 2023 

 
2. Our best and SUCCESS GRADE 

course Newspaper analysis and 
writing skill programme. 
** Our TM and most successful programme 
start from 15th Sep  2022 with the 
coverage of last 3 years issues highly 
helpful in P-2&3  
(Seats are limited). FOR FRESHERS AS 
WELL AS THOSE WHO WANT TO 
SCORE 450+  IN MAINS 2021  
 

3. Writing skill development, 
enhancement and 
management programme. 

• Best developed programme to enhance the 
writing skills at individual level 

• Yield a fantastic result: RANK-22 (Saloni 
Rai) and Rank 1 Nandani others…. 

22 sessions till oct 2022 (online and offline) 
with same day discussion, feedback and 
evaluation of the copies. 
 
4. Special batch for ETHICS and 
150 CASE STUDIES. (15 days 
with the guidance to score 110+ 
by DIRECTOR sir)-Online 
available 
 
5. RAW  GS MAINS crash 
course-online 
6. Sanjeeveni Prelims GS crash 
course – Online  
7. Ncert Foundation btachC2U 
Sep 2023 
8. Target 50 GS-FOUNDATION 
batch for 2023… from 22nd August 
2023. 
9. SAARTHI mentorship 
Programme 
 
All the Best – JAI HIND 
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