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Sri Lanka- Issues, Crisis, Relationship with India 

India – Sri Lanka relationship 
Historical relations 

• The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old. It 
started from the time of the Mauryan Empire when Ashoka sent his son and 
daughter to Sri Lanka to propagate Buddhism. It continued in Chola Empire 
when Rajaraja Chola first time started to conquer Sri Lanka or Ceylon 
and Rajendra Chola (his son) conquered Ceylon. 

• Both countries have a legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic 
interaction. 

• In recent years, significant progress in the implementation of developmental 
assistance projects has further cemented the bonds of friendship between the 
two countries. 

Geopolitical Significance of Sri Lanka 
• Sri Lanka is located in the geostrategic zone of the Indian zone where all the 

major powers are converging in the 21st century. 
• It is located at the centre of the geopolitics of the USA through its Pivot 

towards Asia policy, China through Belt and Road Initiative and Japan 
through Asia Africa Growth Corridor. 

• China is building state-of-the-art gigantic modern ports all along the Indian 
Ocean to the south of it, in Gwadar (Pakistan), Chittagong (Bangladesh, Kyauk 
Peru (Myanmar) and Hambantota (Sri Lanka). China is using Sri Lanka as 
a tool to encircle India through the Maritime Silk Road Initiative and the 
erstwhile String of Pearl Strategy. 

• Sri Lanka’s Colombo Port is the 25th busiest container port in the 
world and the natural deep-water harbour at Trincomalee is the fifth largest 
natural harbour in the world. 

Importance of Sri Lanka for India 
• Sri Lanka is the nearest maritime neighbour of India. Hence in the situation 

where all the major powers are trying to pluck the low-hanging fruits of the 
Indian Ocean, the dominance of India in the Indian Ocean region is a must. 

• Sri Lanka is a member of regional groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) and SAARC 
in which India plays a leading role. 
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• Sri Lanka is important to neutralize efforts of China and OBOR in the Indian 

Ocean Region. 
• It is also important for cooperation in Terrorism and in the sphere of maritime 

security and surveillance. 
• Recently, India helped Sri Lanka in providing various medicines for COVID-19 

and we are also sending them COVID-19 vaccines as a Confidence Building 
measure and India’s principle of Vasudeva Kutumbakam. 

• Recently, India has invited leaders of BIMSTEC member countries to attend 
the swearing-in of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his council of ministers. 
This is in line with the government’s focus on its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. 

• Sri Lanka is one of India’s largest trading partners among the SAARC 
countries. India in turn is Sri Lanka’s largest trade partner globally. 

• India is a net exporter to Sri Lanka. India’s exports to Sri Lanka amounted to 
$5.3 billion in 2015-17 whereas its imports from the country were at $743 
million. 

• Trade grew especially after India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement which came 
into force in March 2000. Sri Lanka was the 1st country to sign FTA 
with India 

 
India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (ISFTA) 
 
India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (ISFTA) was signed in 1998 and 
entered into force in March 2000. 
The basic premise in signing the ISFTA was asymmetries between the 
two economies, local socio-economic sensitivities, safeguard measures to 
protect domestic interests, and revenue implications so as not to impact 
high revenue generating tariff lines in the short term. 
In order to receive ISFTA benefits, the merchandise exported between 
India and Sri Lanka should comply with the Rules of Origin criteria. 
The agreement CEPA (Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement) which is yet to be signed between the countries, seeks to 
build on the momentum generated by the FTA and take the two 
economies beyond trade in goods towards greater integration and impart 
renewed impetus and synergy to bilateral economic interaction. 
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The investments are in diverse areas including petroleum retail, IT, 
financial services, real estate, telecommunication, hospitality & tourism, 
banking and food processing (tea & fruit juices), metal industries, tires, 
cement, glass manufacturing, and infrastructure development (railway, 
power, water supply). 
 

• Tourism also forms an important link between India and Sri Lanka and India 
is the largest source market for Sri Lankan tourism. In tourism, India 
is the largest contributor with every fifth tourist being from India. 

• The Cultural Cooperation Agreement signed by the two Governments on 29 
November 1977, forms the basis for periodic Cultural Exchange Programmes 
between the two countries. 

• The People of Indian Origin (PIOs) comprise Sindhis, Borahs, Gujaratis, 
Memons, Parsis, Malayalis and Telugu-speaking persons who have settled 
down in Sri Lanka (most of them after partition) and are engaged in various 
business ventures. 

• India and Sri Lanka conduct joint Military ( 'Mitra Shakti') and Naval 
exercises (SLINEX). – (Prelims Pointers) 

• India also provides defence training to Sri Lankan forces. 
• A trilateral maritime security cooperation agreement was signed by 

India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives to improve surveillance, anti-piracy 
operations and reducing maritime pollution in Indian Ocean Region. 

Issues and Conflicts 
China angle 

• China’s relationship with Sri Lanka has been a challenge for India for years. In 
recent years, China has extended billions of dollars of loans to the Sri Lankan 
government for new infrastructure projects, which is not good for India’s 
strategic depth in Indian Ocean Region. 

• Sri Lanka also handed over the strategic port of Hambantota, which is 
expected to play a key role in China’s Belt and Road Initiative, to China on a 
99-year lease. 

• China has also supplied arms as well as provide huge loans to Sri Lanka for its 
development. 
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• China also invested sufficiently in the infrastructure of Sri Lanka, which 

included the building of the Colombo international container terminal by 
China Harbor Corporation. 

Fishermen issue 
• Given the proximity of the territorial waters of both countries, especially in 

the Palk Straits and the Gulf of Mannar, incidents of straying of 
fishermen are common. 

• Indian boats have been fishing in the troubled waters for centuries and had a 
free run of the Bay of Bengal, Palk Bay and the Gulf of Mannar until 1974 and 
1976 when treaties were signed between the two countries to 
demarcate International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL). 

• However, the treaties failed to factor in the hardship of thousands of 
traditional fishermen who were forced to restrict themselves to a meagre area 
in their fishing forays. 

• The small islet of Katchatheevu, hitherto used by them for sorting their 
catch and drying their nets, fell on the other side of the IMBL. 

• Fishermen often risk their lives and cross the IMBL rather than return empty-
handed, but the Sri Lankan Navy is on alert, and has either arrested or 
destroyed fishing nets and vessels of those who have crossed the line. 

• Both countries have agreed on certain practical arrangements to deal with the 
issue of bona fide fishermen of either side crossing the International Maritime 
Boundary Line. 

• Through these arrangements, it has been possible to deal with the issue of the 
detention of fishermen in a humane manner. 

• India and Sri Lanka have agreed to set up a Joint Working Group (JWG) 
on Fisheries between the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare of 
India and the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development of Sri 
Lanka as the mechanism to help find a permanent solution to the fishermen 
issue. 
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However, the relationship between Sri Lanka and India is improving. 

• In order to allay Indian concerns that the Hambantota port will not be used for 
military purposes, the Sri Lankan government has sought to limit China’s role 
in running commercial operations at the port while it retains oversight of 
security operations. 

• The two countries have signed civil nuclear cooperation agreement which is Sri 
Lanka’s first nuclear partnership with any country. 

• India is also investing in Sri Lanka’s infrastructure development in the 
Northern and Eastern provinces. 

• India is also planning to build Trincomalee Port to counterweight the Chinese 
developments at Hambantota Port. 

 
China – Sri Lanka relations 

• China on Monday signed a $500 million loan agreement with Sri Lanka, in a 
move that Colombo hopes would boost its foreign reserves that are under 
severe strain since the pandemic struck last year. 

• This is the second instalment of the $1 billion loan sought by Sri Lanka last 
year. The first was released in March 2020, just as the pandemic hit Sri Lanka. 
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• The approval comes a month after Sri Lanka obtained a currency swap facility 

from China for $1.5 billion. Meanwhile, the Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) also sanctioned Sri Lanka’s request for a $180 million 
loan in February. Sri Lanka already owes more than $ 5 billion to China from 
past loans. 

• Sri Lanka, like many pandemic-hit countries, is facing an acute economic crisis 
for over a year now, with its rupee plummeting to nearly 203 against the U.S. 
dollar. 

• The country’s foreign reserves dropped to $ 4.05 billion in March this year, 
after its exports and tourism sector earnings, and foreign remittances dropped 
considerably in the last 12 months. 

• Sri Lanka is due to repaying some $ 4.5 billion of its outstanding debt this year 
and the government has said it is “exploring all options”. 

• India extended a $400 million swap facility through the Reserve Bank of India 
and provided a three-month rollover, but the facility was not further extended. 
The Central Bank of Sri Lanka settled the swap in February this year. 

• Meanwhile, Colombo is awaiting New Delhi’s response to two requests made 
last year by the government. 

• While PM Mahinda Rajapaksa sought a debt moratorium on the debt Sri 
Lanka owes India, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa requested Prime Minister 
Modi for a $ 1 billion currency swap last year. Neither request has been cleared 
by New Delhi as yet. 

 
Sri Lanka Civil War 
Background 

• The majority of Sri Lankans are ethnic Sinhalese, a group of Indo-European 
peoples that had migrated to the island from northern India in the BC 500s 
(during Mauryan Empire). 

• The Sinhalese had contacts with the Tamils who were settled in the southern 
part of the Indian subcontinent. 

• A major migration of the Tamils occurred between the 7th and the 
11thcenturies CE especially during Cholas (Rajaraja Chola and Rajendra 
Chola). 

Britishers are the historical reason for Sri Lanka Civil War. 
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• When the British started ruling the country in 1815, the approximate 

population of the Sinhalese was roughly 3 million and the Tamils numbered up 
to 300,000. 

• Apart from the ethnicities, the two groups also differed in their religious 
affiliations. 

• The Sinhalese were predominantly Buddhist and the Tamils were mostly 
Hindu. 

• The British ruled over Sri Lanka from 1815 to 1948. 
• During this time, they brought nearly a million Tamils to work in the coffee, 

tea and rubber plantations in the island nation. 
• The British also set up good educational and other infrastructure in the 

northern part of the country, which was where the Tamils were in a majority. 
• They also favoured the Tamils in the civil service. 
• All this naturally fostered ill-feeling among the Sinhalese. 

What happened after Independence? 
• Sri Lanka attained independence from the British on 4 February 1948. 
• After attaining independence, the new government initiated many laws that 

discriminated against the Tamils. 
• Sinhalese was declared the sole official language which effectively eliminated 

the Tamils from government service. 
• A law was also passed that simply barred Indian Tamils from getting 

citizenship. 
• The Tamils started demanding equal rights in their homeland. Their demands 

were just and their methods peaceful. 
• However, ethnic tension was rising in the country and the successive Sinhalese 

governments did nothing to provide equal rights and opportunities to the 
Tamil people. They were even targets of sectarian violence. 

• In 1972, the Sinhalese changed the country’s name from Ceylon to Sri Lanka 
and made Buddhism the nation’s primary religion. 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
 

• The LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) was formed in 1976 
by Prabhakaran with the intention of acquiring a homeland for the 
Tamils in Sri Lanka in the north and east parts of the island. 
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• As ethnic tension grew, in 1976, the LTTE was formed under the 

leadership of Velupillai Prabhakaran, and it began to campaign for 
a Tamil homeland in northern and eastern Sri Lanka, where most 
of the island’s Tamils reside. 

• In 1983, the LTTE ambushed an army convoy, killing thirteen 
soldiers and triggering riots in which 2,500 Tamils died. 

• The group first struck in July 1983 when they attacked an army 
patrol at Tirunelveli in Jaffna. 

• 13 army men were killed which prompted violence on civilian 
Tamils by the majority community. 

• The initial days of the LTTE were focused on fighting other Tamil 
factions and consolidating power as the sole representative of the 
Sri Lankan Tamils. 

• This was achieved by 1986, the same year it captured Jaffna. 
• There were many skirmishes between the government and the 

insurgents in which civilians were also affected. Many Tamils left 
their homes for the eastern part of the country. 

 
 
What happened after Independence? 

• As Ethnic ties have bound southern India and Sri Lanka for more than two 
millennia. India is a home to more than 60 million of the world’s 77 million 
Tamils, while about 4 million live in Sri Lanka. 

• The Palk Strait, about 40 km (25 miles) wide at its narrowest point, separates 
the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu and northern Sri Lanka, traditionally 
the main Tamil area of the Indian Ocean island. 

• When war between Sri Lankan Tamils and the Sinhalese majority erupted in 
1983, India took an active role. 

• Indo-Sri Lankan Accord was signed in 1987 to provide a political solution to 
Sri Lanka’s conflict. 

• It proposed the establishment of provincial council system and devolution of 
power for nine provinces in Sri Lanka (also known as The Thirteenth 
Amendment). 

Indian Intervention in the Sri Lankan Civil War 
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• Indian Peacekeeping Force (IPKF) was sent to the island in the hope of 

bringing about peace. 
• India deployed Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka under 

Operation Pawan to disarm the different militant group. 
• IPKF was later withdrawn after three years amidst escalating violence. 
• In 1987, Rajiv Gandhi decided to intervene in the situation mainly because of 

separatism issues in Tamil Nadu and also to avoid the potential swarm of 
refugees from Sri Lanka to Indian shores, setting a new stage for India-Sri 
Lanka relations. 

• This move proved to be a terrible disaster. Instead of negotiating a settlement 
between both parties, the Indian troops ended up fighting the Eelam group. 
About 1200 Indian men died in the war. 

• Rajiv Gandhi was also a victim of the LTTE when in 1991, he was assassinated 
by a human bomb at an election rally in Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu. 

• After the IPKF had withdrawn in 1990, the fighting continued more intensely. 
Sri Lankan President Premadasa was also killed by the LTTE in 1993 in a 
human bomb. 

• The LTTE, at its height, was a full-fledged militia with even an air force of its 
own. It employed women and even children in their activities. 

• The war went on with numerous counts of atrocities and brutalities 
perpetrated by both sides. The civilians also suffered terribly. Lakhs of people 
were displaced in the protracted war. 

• A ceasefire was declared a few times by the LTTE, only to resume fighting 
later. Peace talks were also held with the intervention of international actors, 
particularly Norway. Nothing came to any avail. 

Results of the Sri Lankan Civil War 
• Finally, the Rajapaksa government decided to come hard on the LTTE in an 

extreme offensive starting in 2007. 
• There was intense fighting between the government forces and the LTTE in 

which thousands of civilians were caught in the line of fire. 
• The government was also accused of targeting civilians and destroying entire 

villages. 
• The violent conflict was ended in 2009 and at that point of India has agreed to 

reconstruct the war-torn areas and started many rehabilitation programs. 
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• India voted against Sri Lanka in 2009, 2012 and 2013 at the US-sponsored 

UNHRC resolution to investigate alleged human rights violations in Sri Lanka. 
• International and United Nations observers describe the events that led to the 

defeat of the LTTE in 2009 as a ‘bloodbath’. 
• On 19th May, the president of the country declared to the parliament that the 

LTTE leader Prabhakaran was killed and that the war had been won by the 
government forces. 

• Many heaved a sigh of relief as the bloody war had proved far too costly. 
However, there have been speculations that the army had killed many Tamil 
leaders after they had surrendered. 

• It is suggested that in the final days of the war, about 40,000 people had lost 
their lives. The Sri Lankan government faced the huge task of providing relief 
and aid to the displaced and injured. The total cost of the 26-year war is 
estimated to be USD 200 billion. 

 
Recent Amendments in Sri Lankan Constitution- 
20th Amendment of Sri Lankan Parliament 
Key points 

• It envisages expansive powers and greater immunity for the Executive 
President. 

• The Amendment rolls back Sri Lanka’s 19th Amendment, a 2015 
legislation that sought to clip presidential powers while strengthening 
Parliament. 

• The new legislation in turn reduces the Prime Minister’s role to a 
ceremonial one. 

19th Amendment Act 
• The reduction in the terms of the President and Parliament from six years to 

five years. 
• Re-introduction of a two-term limit that a person can have as President. 
• The power of the President to dissolve Parliament only after four and a half 

years. 
• The revival of the Constitutional Council and the establishment of independent 

commissions. 
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• The President remains the head of the Cabinet and he can appoint Ministers 

on the advice of Prime Minister 
 
18th Amendment Act 
 

• It mainly sought to weaken the power of the presidency which the 18th 
amendment had greatly expanded. 

• The 18th amendment allowed four basic changes: 
• The President can seek re-election any number of times; 
• The ten-member Constitutional Council has been replaced with a five-member 

Parliamentary Council; 
• Independent commissions are brought under the authority of the President; 

and, 
• It enables the President to attend Parliament once in three months and entitles 

him to all the privileges, immunities, and powers of a Member of Parliament 
other than the entitlement to vote. 

 
CRISES IN SRI LANKA: EXPLAINED 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has agreed to step down as the President of the island 
nation, following a huge protest by the people. 
His regime is facing crises has four interconnected dimensions: economic, 
governance, social, and legitimacy. 
People are living through harrowing economic collapse, with accessing essentials 
such as fuel, food, and medicine becoming an everyday battle. 
Poor Decisions By The President Rajapaksa 

• He began his tenure as President in November 2019 by promising a 
future of stability, security, development, and prosperity for the people of Sri 
Lanka. 

• He concentrated a great deal of financial and administrative power into his 
hand by re-establishing the Presidential Executive as the Central 
Institution of state power, thus Sri Lanka was brought back to executive 
presidential through the 20th amendment. 

• Continuous failures and confusion in policy making and 
implementation are the heart of an ongoing governance crisis. 
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• Militarization of public administration, the decision to ban 

chemical and fertilizers input in all spheres of agriculture, 
mishandling of Sri Lanka’s chronic foreign exchange crisis and 

• Government’s failure to regulate the rising prices of essential commodities. All 
of these made the Sri Lankan citizens pay heavy prices for the poor decision-
making of the government. 

Why is Sri Lanka suffering from a crisis? 
the Sri Lankan government declared officially that the country was hit by the 
worst economic crisis in January 2021, it is facing an unprecedented crisis due 
to economic mismanagement, corruption, and an agricultural crisis. 

• The policy miscalculations such as imposing tax cuts which took a heavy toll 
on government revenues, and cut in taxes led to budget deficits soaring 
from 55 in 2020 to 15% in 2022. Even the bad monetary policies led to 
an increase in inflation (17.5% in 2022) which has triggered unrest and 
protest among the citizens. 

• Due to the Balance of Payment crisis, Sri Lanka is not able to import 
goods like paper sugar medicines petrol, and even food. 

• the economic crisis is accompanied by a severe food shortage, the increase 
in food prices was caused by a depreciation in the currency which forced 
the government to impose an economic emergency and gave the authority the 
following powers: 

1: right to seize food stock designated as a staple food 
2: help set the price of staple food 
3: help in rationing food 
Factors that triggered an economic crisis 

• Covid 19 pandemic put the tourism industry on hold which led to a dip in 
the forex reserve ($7.5 billion in 2019 to $2.8 billion in 2021) as the tourism 
industry accounted for 10% of Sri Lanka’s GDP. 

• A depreciated currency, high dependence on imports, and hoarding led to 
a steep rise in food prices in Sri Lanka. 

• Russia Ukrainian conflict also is a factor that is affecting the already 
precarious economic condition of Sri Lanka tourism relies on tourists from 
Russia and Ukraine. 
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• Russia is also the second biggest market to Sri Lanka when it comes 

to tea exports. 
• Due to the move toward 100% organic farming the farming industry 

collapsed which was based on the tea industry, even organic farming is 
expensive and the yield is far less in comparison. 

• In November 2021 Sri Lanka was forced to abandon its policy to become the 
world’s first organic nation, leading to continuous food prices rise. 

How have these crises affected Indo-Sri Lankan relations? 
The current crisis has given a new dimension to the Indian- Sri Lanka relationship. 

• Sri Lanka has taken both China and India’s help in this crisis but 
India has proven more reliable than China. 

• India has taken the advantage of this opportunity to improve its 
economic presence in the country which is a counterbalance to the increasing 
Chinese presence in the Indian ocean. 

• The crisis has allowed India to enhance its geopolitical interest by 
increasing its presence in strategically important places in Sri Lanka. 

• The relief extended by India from the beginning of 2022 totals over USD 1.4 
billion - a USD400 currency swap, a USD500 loan deferment, and a 
USD 500 line of credit to fuel imports. 

Way forward 
• There is a need for ambitious fiscal consolidation based on high-

quality revenue measuring, raising income tax and VAT rates, and 
minimizing exemptions. 

• Government should also join hands with the Tamil political 
leadership to create a roadmap for the economic development of the war-
affected northern and eastern provinces 

 
TH-Helping Sri Lanka more meaningfully 
Interventions which aid recovery and include relief with dignity should be the basis 
of any future assistance 

• The economic crisis in Sri Lanka has significantly reduced incomes, reduced 
the availability and affordability of food and thus increased the risk of food 
insecurity, particularly of the most vulnerable households. 
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• Lower income groups and war-affected families in the north and east 

have little or no cash reserves, and limited access to resources such as 
land. The problem is more acute among women-headed households, people 
with disabilities, former combatants, the working class, marginalised caste 
groups and plantation workers who, due to multiple historical injustices such 
as discrimination and statelessness, have been systemically denied access to 
resources. These groups, who have been exposed to immediate shocks amid 
long-term stresses, will bear the brunt of the economic crisis as food stocks 
deplete and production costs soar. The depreciating Sri Lankan rupee and the 
lack of foreign exchange have made it enormously difficult for the island to 
import even the most basic essentials, including food and medicines. As a 
consequence, the cost of staple food items such as rice, bread and 
daal have increased by over 50% in the last six months alone. 

 
Indian assistance 
 

• India has emerged as the foremost partner for Sri Lanka at this time. It has 
provided assistance of about $3.5 billion this year to manage the 
shock caused by this economic catastrophe, compounded by the 
government’s incompetence, mismanagement and corruption. As 
Sri Lankans receive food aid from Tamil Nadu with gratitude, some questions 
about the transparency and impartiality of the government’s distribution of 
the same have already arisen. 

• Meanwhile, there is a need for more thoughtful assistance to the people, 
especially the poor, who will only be worse off in the coming months. Some 
also fear that they might be left out of the government’s recovery efforts, led by 
an International Monetary Fund programme that will likely prescribe 
austerity. In this context, the Indian government and the people of 
Tamil Nadu could go beyond relief and explore supporting an 
employment guarantee scheme, drawing from the experiences of 
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 
for a dignified and sustainable recovery of the economy. 

• Social safety nets provided by the Sri Lankan state are either inadequate 
or ineffective. There is no functional public distribution system. The 
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maximum monthly household cash transfer (LKR 4,000, or about 
₹900) provided through Samurdhi, the government’s poverty 
alleviation programme, is grossly insufficient. 

• A work guarantee scheme assuring working people of 100 to 120 days of work 
annually could provide relief. Compensation for this labour could be made 
70% in kind, such as rice partly procured in Sri Lanka, along with wheat, daal, 
and other pulses not available locally, and kerosene. The remaining 30% could 
be paid in cash to the worker.  

• The food component combined with cash will ensure that families are 
protected from inflation. This will support their emotional, physical and 
nutritional well-being in a dignified way. ‘Work’ could include strengthening 
agricultural infrastructure by repairing embankments, channels, and drainage. 
It could include providing care for children, the elderly and patients. This 
would be especially helpful for working women and those with old and 
terminally ill family members looking for a carer. Internships or on-the-job 
traineeships could even involve and be funded by the private sector in India 
through Corporate Social Responsibility projects. 

• The United Nations estimates that 50 lakh people, or about 20% of 
Sri Lanka’s poorest, are at highest risk. Aid from India could target this 
group. By reaching 10 lakh families, or approximately 15% of Sri Lanka’s 
households, this aid could reduce market demand for food and help control 
demand-driven inflation, thus retaining food prices within reasonable limits 
for other sections of the population as well. 

• To facilitate the cash part of the aid, the Indian government could buy LKR in 
exchange for its value in INR thus allowing the Sri Lankan government to use 
the INR earned to procure more Indian medical supplies or food. Aid could be 
mobilised from Tamil Nadu and other States and NGOs to reduce the cost to 
the Central government. 

 
Increasing food production 
 

• Resolving this crisis will also require interventions to increase domestic food 
production. Agriculture production fell by almost 50% due to an ill-
conceived ban on chemical fertilizers in 2021. India has provided a 
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credit facility to import fertilizer, which is timely support to incentivise 
farmers to resume cultivation. But more needs to be done to assist small 
farmers to re-engage, increase and maximise cultivation. Any increase in 
production will necessarily have a deflationary impact on prices, which could 
stabilise the prices of food and contribute to improving the broader economic 
climate. 

• Earmarking funds for specific purposes, including for provision of cheap credit 
to small farmers and sharing expertise in good agricultural practices, 
repairing, remobilising and deploying farm equipment previously gifted by the 
Indian government, and the management of these schemes will ensure that the 
benefit of assistance reaches producers directly.  

• In addition, devising insurance schemes will give farmers an incentive to 
cultivate without fear of losses in the event of drought or floods. Importantly, 
the Indian government should ensure that the implementation of these 
programmes is equitable and impartial, especially in the context of the 
grievances of the Tamil-speaking minorities who have suffered historic 
exclusion. 

• India has been generous in helping Sri Lanka. Apart from the $3.5 billion 
extended so far, more was promised during the Indian Foreign 
Secretary’s recent visit. Tamil Nadu, which contributed rice and 
other essential items, is now preparing to send 4,500 MT of rice 
and other relief material. Food relief can only soften the hardship 
in what will be many difficult years to recovery unless the Sri 
Lankan state mends it ways. 

• Presently credit lines are being used for fuel, for servicing the needs of private 
vehicles, while fisherman have inadequate supplies of kerosene for their 
fishing boats and are consequently near starvation. Professor Amal Kumarage 
of the University of Moratuwa in Sri Lanka points out that while 76% of fuel is 
consumed for passenger travel, 51% is taken up by cars, pickups and SUVs. In 
comparison, the Sri Lanka Transport Board Buses consume only 17%. 

• At the end of the war, the Indian housing programme provided significant 
humanitarian and socio-economic benefits to devastated people in the 
Northeast and to hill country communities. With 50,000 houses built over five 
years, people had houses to live in and also livelihoods. A strategic 

 Aspire IASThe name associated with excellence 

17/10 Old  Rajeneder Nagar N.Delhi          www.aspireias.com      8010068998/9999801394 

http://www.aspireias.com/


18 

Easy to PICK UPSC “PT” DNA 
intervention such as this, which aids recovery and includes relief with dignity, 
should be the basis of any future assistance. The housing programme earned 
goodwill for India. A programme guaranteeing employment and supporting 
production will be a meaningful follow-up to that. Such an intervention will 
also be in India’s interest. 

 
. 
 
 
.

All the best 
JAI HIND 
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Class explanation- mind map 
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ASPIRE IAS UPCOMING EXCLUSIVE sessions FOR MAINS-2023 

 

1. Geography OPTIONAL 
RRVAP (Rapid round value 
addition programme with TEST 
SERIES) 

• For the last 9 years favourite programme 
among students. 

• Where you are lacking we are working upon 
like, Paper-2 in contemporary and 
geographical manner, Mapping and its 
application, special emphasis on Thoughts-
Regional planning and biogeography. 

• Full coverage of geography with writing 
skill development 

• 2013 when the average score was 140 in 
Geo our students scored 200+ (Isha Dhuna, 
Nitin Agarwal and Aditya uppal) 

• 2014 when average score is 230 our 
students scored 280-300 (Aditya uppal 
RANK-19 309 marks) 

• Same trend in 2015-21 
• Available online and offline 2023 

 
2. Our best and SUCCESS GRADE 

course Newspaper analysis and 
writing skill programme. 
** Our TM and most successful programme 
start from 15th Sep  2022 with the 
coverage of last 3 years issues highly 
helpful in P-2&3  
(Seats are limited). FOR FRESHERS AS 
WELL AS THOSE WHO WANT TO 
SCORE 450+  IN MAINS 2021  
 

3. Writing skill development, 
enhancement and 
management programme. 

• Best developed programme to enhance the 
writing skills at individual level 

• Yield a fantastic result: RANK-22 (Saloni 
Rai) and Rank 1 Nandani others…. 

22 sessions till oct 2022 (online and offline) 
with same day discussion, feedback and 
evaluation of the copies. 
 
4. Special batch for ETHICS and 
150 CASE STUDIES. (15 days 
with the guidance to score 110+ 
by DIRECTOR sir)-Online 
available 
 
5. RAW  GS MAINS crash 
course-online 
6. Sanjeeveni Prelims GS crash 
course – Online  
7. Ncert Foundation btachC2U 
Sep 2023 
8. Target 50 GS-FOUNDATION 
batch for 2023… from 22nd August 
2023. 
9. SAARTHI mentorship 
Programme 
 
All the Best – JAI HIND 
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