
Question:  What do you understand by ‘One China policy’? How is this policy 

different from the One-China principle? 

Answer: 

The controversy regarding the political status of Taiwan, sometimes referred to 

as the Taiwan Issue or Taiwan Strait Issue, or from a Taiwanese perspective as 

the Mainland Issue, is a result of the Chinese Civil War and the subsequent split 

of China into the two present-day self-governing entities of the People's 

Republic of China (PRC; commonly known as "China") and the Republic of 

China (ROC; commonly known as "Taiwan"). 

 

The issue hinges on whether the islands of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen, and Matsu 

should remain the territory of the ROC as an effectively separate self-governing 

entity; become unified with the PRC under the existing communist government; 

convert the ROC to a new "Republic of Taiwan"; or unite with the mainland 

under the ROC government (after the dissolution of the PRC government). 

 

One China Policy 

The One-China policy refers to the policy or view that there is only one state 

called "China", despite the existence of two governments that claim to be 

"China". 

 As a policy, this means that countries seeking diplomatic relations with 

People's Republic of China (PRC, Mainland China) must break official 

relations with the Republic of China (ROC, Taiwan) and vice versa.  

 The One China policy is different from the "One China 

principle", which is the principle that insists both Taiwan and mainland 

China are inalienable parts of a single China 

  

  

 One China principle 

The principle affirms Chinese sovereignty over Taiwan and is the cornerstone 

of bilateral diplomatic relations between Washington and Beijing.  



 Any country that wants to establish political and diplomatic relations with 

China must agree to adhere to this principle and not recognise Taiwan as 

an independent country. 

 Currently, 21 states recognize Taiwan as a sovereign country. India does 

not maintain any diplomatic ties with the Taiwan.  

 In practice, the ‘One China’ principle is a stabilisation mechanism 

that preserves the status quo over Taiwan’s political 

status while allowing it to function as an independent economic, civic 

and administrative entity. 

 Since 1979, Taiwan has had to negotiate its ‘international living space’ 

but it has largely honoured the ‘One China’ principle. 


