
Question: Discuss the significance National population Register (NPR). How is 

it different from NRC and Census. (250 words) 

Answer: 

The National Population Register (NPR) is a Register of usual residents of the 

country. It is being prepared at the local (Village level), sub District 

(Tehsil/Taluk level), District, State and National level under provisions of the 

Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of 

National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 

The objective of the NPR is to create a comprehensive identity database in the 

country with full identification and other details by registering each and every 

usual resident in the country. This would help in better targeting the benefits 

and services under the Government schemes/programmes, improve planning 

and prevent identity fraud. 

The question remains that if the government has Census than why does it need 

NPR. The officials say that NPR data helps identify the demographics of actual 

residents who will be direct beneficiaries of any schemes launched in the area. 

For example, a majority of permanent residents of an industrial town in Gujarat 

may be Gujarati speaking, but the majority of current residents may consist of 

Hindu speaking people from various parts of the country. The NPR data will 

help government design and adapt schemes like Ayushman Bharat, Jandhan 

Yojna, or medium of instruction in schools as per the current demographics, 

thus making the schemes more effective. 

 

Difference with NRC 

National Population Register is a database of people living in India, citizens or 

not, but National Resgiter of Citizens is a database of Indian citizens. The NRC 

process demands proof of citizenship from the respondents. Those who found in 

wnat of the proof may face deportation or detention in long run. But in NPR, 

there is no need to provide any document. 

 

Is it different than Census? 



While the process of NPR and Census will begin simultaneously, the two 

databases are not same. 

The decennial census is the largest single source of a variety of statistical 

information on different characteristics of the people of India. 

While NPR only contains demographic information, more details are required 

for census like information on demography, economic activity, literacy and 

education, and housing and household amenities besides others. 

The census is the basis for reviewing the country's progress in the past decade, 

monitoring the ongoing schemes of the government and plan for the future. 

The census provides detailed and authentic information on demography, 

economic activity, literacy and education, housing and household amenities, 

urbanisation, fertility and mortality, scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, 

language, religion, migration, disability besides others. 

The enumerators also collect data related to cultivators and agricultural 

labourers, their sex, occupational classification of workers in the non-

households industry, trade, business, profession or service by class of worker 

and sex. 

There will be a detailed survey on gender and literacy rate, a number of towns, 

slum households and their population. 

Information is also collected on sources of potable water, energy, irrigation, 

method of farming, whether a house is a concrete, thatched or others 


