
Question: Critically examine India’s Tibet policy. In the light of Chinese 

assertion on the region, do you think India should be more aggressive and try to 

leverage its position in Tibet by being more assertive? Comment.  

Answer: 

India didn’t challenge the authority of China on Tibet, rather recognised Tibet 

as a part of China with an aim to establish strong relationship with China. India 

went on to form the policy of "Panchsheel”-which was to serve as a bedrock of 

India and China relationship. 

 

But the actions of India such as permitting Tibetan exiles to stage protests 

against China’s interference in Tibet, permitting the Dalai Lama to participate in 

"spiritual" activities and movements within India is strongly opposed by china 

since it views as an interference in its “core interests.” 

 

India can leverage its position in Tibet as: 

1. It will provide a secured border along the north.  

2. China cannot risk its economic interest by going against India.  

3. By recognising Tibet’s right, India will reinforce its democratic values at 

at an international level. 

 

Certain issues in leveraging the position: 

1. The issue of Chinese domination in Tibet cannot be seen in silo. Disputed 

territory of Aksai Chin and a part of Arunachal Pradesh is also a bone of 

contention among the two Asian powers. 

2. Further, any aggressive attitude towards China could propel it closer towards 

Pakistan. 

3. India has already expressed its concerns on China-Pakistan economic 

corridor (CPEC) which passes through POK. 

 



Way Forward: 

Both the countries should amicably and diplomatically try to negotiate a 

solution.  

• Redrawing the boundaries along the disputed areas 

• Respecting each other’s sovereignty - “one China” to a reciprocal 

Chinese commitment to a “one India” 

• Addressing the trade imbalance 

• The two oldest civilizations with many commonalities should use soft 

power diplomacy to restore severe ties and promote cultural unity 


