
Question: The United States and Taliban recently signed an agreement for 

“Bringing Peace to Afghanistan.” Discuss the key elements of the peace 

agreement and the challenges ahead. (250 words) 

Answer: 

The US and Taliban signed an agreement for “Bringing Peace to Afghanistan”. 

The pact is between the “Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan which is not 

recognized by the United States as a state and is known as the Taliban” and the 

US.  

 

The key elements in the deal: 

1. Troops Withdrawal: The US will draw down to 8,600 troops in 135 days 

and the NATO or coalition troop numbers will also be brought down, 

proportionately and simultaneously. And all troops will be out within 14 months 

— “all” would include “non-diplomatic civilian personnel” (could be 

interpreted to mean “intelligence” personnel). 

2. Taliban Commitment: The main counter-terrorism commitment by the 

Taliban is that “Taliban will not allow any of its members, other individuals or 

groups, including al-Qaeda, to use the soil of Afghanistan to threaten the 

security of the United States and its allies”.  

3. Sanctions Removal: UN sanctions on Taliban leaders to be removed by 

three months (by May 29) and US sanctions by August 27. The sanctions will 

be out before much progress is expected in the intra-Afghan dialogue. 

4. PRISONER RELEASE: While there are no numbers or deadlines in the 

joint declaration, the US-Taliban pact says up to 5,000 imprisoned Taliban and 

up to 1,000 prisoners from “the other side” held by Taliban “will be released” 

by March 10 — which is when intra-Afghan negotiations are supposed to start, 

in Oslo. 

5. Ceasefire: The agreement states ceasefire will be simply “an item on the 

agenda” when intra-Afghan talks start, and indicates actual ceasefire will come 

with the “completion” of an Afghan political agreement. 

 



Challenges ahead 

1. The joint declaration is a symbolic commitment to the Afghanistan 

government that the US is not abandoning it. The Taliban have got what 

they wanted: troops withdrawal, removal of sanctions, release of 

prisoners. This has also strengthened Pakistan, Taliban’s benefactor, 

and the Pakistan Army and the ISI’s influence appears to be on the rise. It 

has made it unambiguous that it wants an Islamic regime. 

 

2. The Afghan government has been completely sidelined during the talks 

between the US and Taliban. The future for the people of Afghanistan is 

uncertain, and will depend on how Taliban honours its commitments and 

whether it goes back to the mediaeval practices of its 1996-2001 regime. 

 

3. Much will depend on whether the US and the Taliban are able to keep 

their ends of the bargain, and every step forward will be negotiated, and 

how the Afghan government and the political spectrum are involved. 

 

India's consistent policy has been to support all opportunities that can bring 

peace, security and stability in Afghanistan; end violence; cut ties with 

international terrorism; and lead to a lasting political settlement through an 

Afghan led, Afghan owned and Afghan controlled process, 


