
Question:  What is BharatNet Project? Discuss its significance in bridging the 

digital divide across India. (250 words) 

 

Answer:  

BharatNet is an initiative of Government of India to provide broadband services 

at 100 Mbps to around 2.5 lakh gram panchayats of the country. It aims to 

provide around 2 to 20 Mbps broadband connectivity to all the households of 

India especially in rural areas. It is the world s largest rural connectivity scheme 

to be connected by the Optical Fibre network. BharatNet forms the main pillar 

behind the union governments Digital India initiative. 

 

The project was originally started in 2011 as National Optical Fibre Network 

(NOFN). It was renamed as BharatNet in 2015. The project is being 

implemented by Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL) through a Special 

Purpose Vehicle (SPV). Central Public Sector in Undertakings (CPSUs) BSNL, 

RailTel, and PGCIL are providing the optical fibre network for broadband 

connections for the BharatNet project. The project is being implemented under 

the administrative control of Telecom ministry. The project is seen as a major 

breakthrough for the success of digital India initiative. 

 

Benefits of BharatNet project 

1. The BharatNet project would reduce the cost of broadband services in 

India. The project would have advantages like easy maintenance, faster 

implementation, and utilization of the present power line infrastructure. 

2. It would provide last Mile connectivity to citizens via Wi-Fi Hotspots. 

3. It would help in the expedition other schemes like Make In India, Start-up 

India, Stand-up India etc. 

4. The BharatNet project would provide a boost to the economy and would 

generate around 10 crore man-days of employment during the rollout of 

the project. 

5. According to a study around Rs 4.5 lakh, crore can be added to the GDP 

after the completion of the Bharat Net phase 2. The study suggests that 

for every 10 percent usage of internet the GDP increases by 3.3 percent. 



6. After the completion of the second phase of the BharatNet project, the 

optical fibre footprint in India would get doubled from the existing levels. 

As of now the total Wi-Fi hotspots present in India are around 37000. 

After the completion of the second phase of BharatNet project, this would 

increase to 6 to 7 lakhs with 2-5 hotspots in each panchayat. 

 

BharatNet can prove to be a game changer in India s growth and development. 

To make this a reality, there is a need to involve all the stakeholders i.e. state 

governments, telecom companies and the general public in this initiative. With 

the success of BharatNet and Digital India initiative, the life of Indian people is 

going to be changed in a way that has existed never before. 


