
Question: Early Buddhist Stupa-art, while depicting folk motifs and narratives 

successfully expounds Buddhist ideals. Elucidate. 

Answer: 

After the death of the Buddha, Stupas were raised in his honor. The relics of the 

Buddha were distributed to different kingdoms and Stupas were erected over 

them. The Buddhist Stupa transcends its predecessor, the burial mound, by 

shifting the emphasis from a particular relic to a higher transcendental actuality 

as realized by the Buddha, i.e. the Buddha's enlightenment. 

 

The Jataka stories were depicted on the torans of Stupas. The Jataka stories are 

a method of teaching Buddhists the lessons of karma, samsara and dharma. The 

overall structure of the Jataka Tales is about the cycle of samsara that the 

Buddha had to experience before reaching enlightenment. 

The main structure of the Great Stupa consisted of a flattened hemispherical 

dome, called an anda, placed atop a cylindrical base. Anda, literally an egg, 

alluded not only to the shape, but to its deeper significance as a symbol of latent 

creative power. 

The anda was also intended as an architectural replica of the infinite dome of 

heaven, representing the cycle of death and rebirth. 

The harmika, located at the summit of the anda, symbolized the zenith beyond 

life and death (nirvana). Its resemblance to a sacrificial altar was of particular 

significance for the attainment of nirvana required the sacrifice of the self and 

the world (what was below needed to be sacrificed to reach the top). 

The parasol was always a distinguishing feature that implied royalty and 

dignity; it symbolized the sacred Tree of Life or enlightenment. 

The three elements of the chattra at Sanchi represented the Three Jewels of 

Buddhism: the Buddha, the Dharma (the Law), and the Sangha (the community 

of monks). 

Vedikas were repeated around the stupa and on the terrace on which the anda 

rested (medhi level). They served to demarcate the boundary of the sacred 

precinct with the secular world. 



In this way Buddhist stupa-art successfully expounds Buddhist ideals. 


