
 

Question: Highlighting the achievements of Shivaji, explain how this policy 

was helpful in the expansion of Marathas? Also highlight the reasons for the fall 

of the Marathas. (250 words) 

Answer: 

Shivaji was an able general and a skilled politician who, through his efforts, laid 

the foundation for a strong Maratha empire. Shivaji's achievements can be seen 

in the following forms – 

 Before Shivaji, Marathas were spread in some small local princely states. 

But Shivaji's greatest achievement is that he increased the influence of the 

Maratha Empire from Deccan to Karnataka and gave it a place at the all-

India level. 

 

 Shivaji's achievement can also be seen as building an efficient 

administrative system. He added skills in areas such as finance, army, 

intelligence and correspondence by appointing Ashtapradhans to assist in 

administration. 

 

 

 Shivaji set up an authentic revenue system for income and broadened the 

economic base of the empire through Chauth along with Sardeshmukhi. 

 

 The formation of an army based on cash payment was an important 

achievement of Shivaji. He increased the effectiveness of the Maratha 

army by emphasizing strict discipline. Apart from this, the development 

of a policy of skilled guerrilla warfare was also an important achievement 

of Shivaji in the military field. 

 

 

 The arrangement of strong fortifications for the protection of his empire 

was another achievement of Shivaji. Due to his foresight, he adopted a 

policy of giving charge of the fort to three persons of equal status to avoid 

treachery. 



 

These policies of Shivaji helped in the development of Maratha Empire. The 

military power of Marathas also increased due to income from efficient revenue 

system. At the same time, due to the emergence of Marathas at the all-India 

level, they were later given considerable importance by the Mughal Empire. 

This led to the expansion of the Marathas empire. By using the raid-war system 

developed by Shivaji, Bajirao I attempted to expand the Maratha Empire from 

Krishna River to Attock. 

 

Reasons for the fall of the Maratha Empire: 

 

 Lack of skilled leadership: The untimely death of a skilled Peshwa like 

Madhavrao affected the leadership potential of the Marathas. This 

reduced the confidence of the Marathas. 

 

 Due to the lack of mutual unity among the Maratha chieftains, mutual 

struggle started for the Maratha chieftains for power, by taking advantage 

of which the British increased their influence on the Maratha Empire. 

 

 Enemies born due to the forced imposition of Chauth did not support the 

Marathas in distress, which later led to the collapse of the Maratha 

Empire. 

 

 These problems also affected the strong military organization of the 

Marathas and they were defeated in the event of war. 

Apart from these reasons, the British diplomacy and military prowess also 

overshadowed the weaknesses of the Maratha Empire and they abolished the 

Marathas by abolishing the post of Peshwa by the 'Treaty of Pune'. 


