
Question: The 1857 Uprising was the culmination of the recurrent big and 

small local rebellions that had occurred in the preceding hundred years of 

British Rule. Elucidate. 

 

Answer: 

Introduction 

During the first century of British rule, there were a series of uprisings which 

Kathleen Gough has called “restorative rebellions’’ as they were started by 

disaffected local rulers, Mughal officials or dispossessed zamindars. 

The century before 1857 witnessed more than 40 major rebellions apart from 

hundreds of minor ones. However, these were local in character and effects & 

isolated from each other because each rebellion had a different motive. 

Peasant Uprisings 

The Faqir and Sanyasi Rebellions, Bengal & Bihar (1770-1820s): These 

were widely recurrent confrontations with almost 50,000 participants involved 

at the height of insurgency. 

The Revolt of Raja Chait Singh, Awadh (1778-81): Primary goal was to 

restore the existing agrarian relations and it kept recurring till 1830s. 

Poligar Rebellions, Andhra Pradesh (1799-1805): Polygars (feudal lords 

appointed as military chiefs) were joined by peasants against Company’s tactics 

and the rebellion reached a big scale before it was oppressed. 

Paika Rebellion, Odisha (1817): An armed rebellion under the leadership of 

Bakshi Jagabandhu against the Company’s rule.  

Fairazi Movement, Eastern Bengal (1838-1848): First ever no-tax campaign 

led by Shariatullah Khan and Dadu Mian. It was local in nature and kept on 

recurring till 1870s. 

Tribal Uprisings 

Bhil Uprisings, Khandesh (present day Maharashtra & Gujarat), (1818-

31): Bhils rebelled against the British occupation of Khandesh but were crushed 

in 1819 but the situation remained unsettled till 1831. 



Kol Uprising, Chhota Nagpur & Singhbhum region, Bihar & Orissa (1831-

32): Plunder and arson were the chief mode with negligible killings but had a 

major impact in the region. 

Santhal Uprising, Eastern India (1855-56): The most effective tribal 

movement which spread rapidly covering areas of Bihar, Orissa and Bengal 

against British infiltrating policies. 

Conclusion 

The century long economic exploitation, political subjugation, discriminatory 

policies, religious interference and suppression of uprisings finally culminated 

in the revolt of 1857 giving a platform to the discontented leaders of the earlier 

rebellions to raise voices against the Company. 


