
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

The String of pearls is a geopolitical theory on potential Chinese intentions in the Indian 

Ocean region. It refers to the network of Chinese military and commercial facilities and 

relationships along its sea lines of communication, which extend from the Chinese mainland 

to Port Sudan. The sea lines run through several major maritime choke points such as the 

Strait of Mandeb, the Strait of Malacca, the Strait of Hormuz, and the Lombok Strait as 

well as other strategic maritime centers in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, the 

Maldives, and Somalia. The term as a geopolitical concept was first used in an internal US 

Department of Defense report, "Energy Futures in Asia." The term has never been used by 

official Chinese government sources, but it is often used in Indian media. 

The emergence of the String of Pearls is indicative of China's growing geopolitical 

influence through concerted efforts to increase access to ports and airfields, expand and 

modernize military forces, and foster stronger diplomatic relationships with trading 

partners. The Chinese government insists that China's burgeoning naval strategy is entirely 

peaceful in nature and is only for the protection of regional trade interests. An analysis by 

The Economist also found the Chinese moves to be commercial in nature. Although it has 

been claimed that China's actions are creating a security dilemma between China and India in 

the Indian Ocean, that has been questioned by some analysts, who point to China's 

fundamental strategic vulnerabilities. 

Structure  

 String of Pearls  

 Impact in India 

 Way Forward 

 

Context 

 How China’s ‘String of Pearls Project’ would 

affect India’s security? 

 What steps taken by India to counter this? 



 
 

 

 

Impact  

 China entered Indian Ocean as part of its collaborative efforts to control piracy and 

deal with terrorism, which has increased as its dependence on oil imports from the 

Middle East and Africa has grown. 

 It has increased its presence by developing ports in Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 

Bangladesh, through CPEC at Gwadar, thereby decreasing India’s strategic influence 

in these countries. 

 India argues that China is trying to surround it with a network of dual-use port 

facilities in the Indian Ocean, as a ‘string of pearls’ strategy, thereby raising concern 

for India. 

 Pakistan China Axis: Through Gwadar port China is pursuing its old strategy of 

using Pakistan to secure its interests in the region with renewed focus. 



 
 

 

 Resolving Malacca dilemma: Close to 80 percent of China’s oil imports pass 

through the Strait of Malacca.  After development of Gwadar port India will lose 

strategic advantage in Indian Ocean as India’s geographical location was 

advantageous for India to counter China in Indian Ocean. 

Way Forward 

China said to be planning to increase its marine corps' strength from 20,000 to 1 lac personnel 

for overseas deployment. China is also having its presence in the South China Sea. Although 

this area is claimed by many other countries and currently it is very hot cake all neighbouring 

countries of South China Sea. China’s army base in this sea can create a threat security threat 

to India. Concluding remarks is that with the help of "String of Pearls Project" China is trying 

to create threat in the mind of the Asian countries so that it can emerge as the super power in 

the Asia and the whole world as well. But this is just one face of the same coin; another face 

is that India is also setting naval base in its surrounding countries so that any Chinese 

invasion can be tackled. 


