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INTRODUCTION 

Unemployment can be defined as the extent of people willing to work, but unable to find it. It may be 

because of their own incapability or low availability of jobs (structural employment) or because of 

over-population (disguised unemployment). According to Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy (CMIE), as of 2018, unemployment in India had risen to 31 million individuals looking for 

jobs. The lowest unemployment rate in India was 3.4% (July 2017) but has now risen to 6.1%. 

BODY 

Understanding the causes of unemployment is the first step in beginning to rectify this major problem 

and creating a society in which everyone is able to find a sustainable livelihood for themselves and 

their families. Some of them have been enumerated as follows: 

STRUCTURE 

 Extent of unemployment problem in India 

 Causes of unemployment 

 Government strategy-self employment 

 Solutions 

CONTEXT 

According to latest data by the government, 

unemployment rates rose to a 45year high of 

6.1% in 2017-18. 



 

 

 

Other causes like global trade war, NPA and Twin Balance Sheet problem at home, poor vocational 

education and lack of alternative employment opportunities in rural areas also contributes to high 

rates of unemployment. 

To meet the huge demand for job opportunities, dependence on MNCs and the service sector must be 

reduced. We must leverage the vast potential in the industry sector, especially by promoting self 

employment to ensure livelihood to all. Various steps by the government to promote self employment 

are: 

 Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency Limited (MUDRA) has been set up for „funding 

the unfunded‟ micro enterprises in the country. MUDRA will refinance all banks. Micro-finance 

Institutions (MEIs) and other lending institutions, which are in the business of lending to micro / small 

business entities, engaged in manufacturing, trading and services activities. 

 With the emergence of new and innovative solutions like Fintech, the contours of contactless lending 

have been outlined. The interconnections among various data collection points i.e. Trade Receivables 

Discounting System (TReDS), Government e-Marketplace (GeM), GST IT Returns etc can, in 

turn, formalize and ensure ease of borrowing. 

 Another major initiative of the Government in the MSME sector has been the enhancement of 

the Credit Guarantee Fund (CGTMSE) from Rs. 2500 crore to more than Rs. 8000 crore. 

 MSME Ministry has launched a new scheme – Mission Solar Charkha. Under this initiative, it is 

envisaged to set up 50 clusters in the first phase giving employment opportunities to nearly one lakh 

people in the rural areas mostly to women. 



 

 

 Ministry of Rural Development is undertaking skill development through 587 Rural Self 

Employment Training Institutes (RSETI) which provide skill and also enable easy credit for the 

trainee to start his/her own micro-unit. 

 Swarnjayanti Gram Swarojgaar Yojana (SGSY) is a major ongoing programme for self 

employment for the rural poor.  The basic objective of the SGSY is to bring the assisted poor families 

above the poverty line by providing them income-generating assets through a mix of bank credit and 

governmental subsidy. 

 Startup India Initiative was launched with the objective of supporting entrepreneurs, building a 

robust startup ecosystem and transforming India into a country of job creators instead of job seekers. 

It includes simplification of policy, easier exit in case of failure, Income Tax exemptions, incubation 

support etc. 

 Stand Up India Scheme facilitate bank loans between 10 lakh and 1 crore to atleast one scheduled 

caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe, borrower and atleast one women per bank branch for setting up a 

greenfield enterprise. This enterprise may be in manufacturing, services or the trading sector. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Despite efforts for skill development and self employment by the government, unemployment rate 

continues to be high because of largely informal economy with 97% workforce in the unorganised 

sector with no job security, less workforce participation of women and lack of awareness. To 

effectively create employment, we must work upon the three E‟s- Education, Employability and 

Employment opportunity. SHGs can play a vital role here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWER 2 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 Sri Lanka is a small country in the Indian Ocean Region. During British rule in India, they 

sent some Tamils there to work as plantation workers. Now, those workers and their families 

live in the Jaffna Peninsula (northern part of Sri Lanka), and are called Sri Lankan Tamils. 

The rest of the people are majority Buddhist Sinhalese. 

After independence, Sri Lanka adopted a centralised model of government under the rule of 

President. So, Sri Lanka was drifting away from federalism, and ethnic Tamils got no rights. 

In 1970s and 1980s, a radical militant group LTTE rose to fight for their rights and the 

country suffered a civil war. Tamils demanded more political autonomy, own police forces 

and rights on land. Repeated denials by the government resulted into the Elam Wars. India 

interfered to resolve the dispute and Rajiv Gandhi signed an agreement with the Jayawardane 

government to pass the 13
th

 Amendment. Multiple Presidents and Prime Ministers like 

Chandrika Kumaratunga etc tried but failed. 17
th

 Amendment was enacted to bring about 

electoral reforms and elections were held in the Jaffna Province, but 18
th

 Amendment was 

regressive and further increased the powers of the President. 

Amidst the Buddhist vs Tamils issue, political crisis began at the centre between President 

Mathripala Sirisena and ex- PM Ranil Wickremsinghe, who was controversially dismissed by 

the former. In his place, Mahinda Rajapaksa was made PM but he failed multiple times to 

prove his majority on the floor of the House. After international criticism and Supreme Court 

direction, Wickremsinghe was finally reinstated as PM. 

India shifted its policy from „Big Brother attitude‟ to „non-interference‟ especially after the 

assassination of Rajiv Gandhi and the Gujral Doctrine. This gave space for China to influence 

the country in our neighbourhood, further strengthening its position in the Indian Ocean 

region. Our relation with Sri Lanka has been one of ups and downs. Positive side includes 

signing of the Galle Declaration, $3 billion line of credit, assistance for constitution 

development etc. On the other hand, following hurdles are being faced: 

 ETCA has still not been signed because of political turmoil. 

 China‟s entry into port development and other developments have alienated India. 

STRUCTURE 

 Sri Lankan political crisis 

 India-SL relations 

 Way forward for bilateral relations 

CONTEXT 

Recent announcement of PM Modi‟s visit to 

Sri Lanka. 

 



 

 

 Katchatheevu island and fishermen issue. 

 Delay in delivery of infrastructure projects by India also tarnishes our image. 

 India is considered to be pro-Tamils by the majority Buddhists. 

 Political turmoil in Sri Lanka has hit the Indian automobile industry hard. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Critical location of Sri Lanka between Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal is geopolitically 

important for India, as it is also near to Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Tamil Nadu, so 

also important for domestic politics. Even, Islamic terrorism is now moving towards India via 

Sri Lanka. So, world countries, led by India, should work towards restoring political and civil 

peace in the island country alongwith drafting a Constitution with clear power distribution 

acceptable to all. On a bilateral level also, we should sign the ETCA at the earliest and 

deliver projects on time. 
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The Tourism and Hospitality industry is one of the largest service industries in India. Tourism is an 

integral pillar of the Make in India programme. Tourism plays a role of significant economic 

multiplier and becomes critical since India has to grow at rapid rates and create jobs. 

India offers geographical diversity, world heritage sites and niche tourism products like cruises, 

adventure, medical, eco-tourism, etc. Incredible India has spurred growth in Tourists Arrivals and 

Employment. 

Economic impact of the developments in the sector can be enumerated as: 

 Infrastructure creation in the form of roads, airports, railway penetration, etc. 

 Employment opportunities will increase. 

 Foreign tourists will bring valuable foreign exchange. It will help in reducing CAD. 

 Increase in aggregate demand in the economy, thereby causing multiplier effect. 

 Increase in demand for traditional handicrafts and better livelihood for artisans. 

 Now, even NRIs are included in tourists. Greater number of visits by them increases 

closeness to their homeland, thus bringing economic benefits too. 

Apart from the above, domestic tourism contributes to cultural awareness and national unity among 

the people. Even, international tourism improves India‟s standing in the world and is also part of our 

soft power diplomacy.Many states in India have their economy largely dependent on tourism. For 

example: Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Kerala, Goa, Sikkim, etc. 

Various hurdles in full utilisation of the vast tourism potential in India are: 

 Policies and proper implementation - The last Tourism Policy announced by the 

Government of India was in 2002. This policy gave the right to the central and state 

governments to individually, as well as collaboratively develop the Indian tourism sector. This 

policy also boosted the infusion of Foreign Direct Investment in the country. However, times 

have drastically changed since 2002.  

 Security has been among the major problems for tourism growth for a number of years. For more 

than a decade Jammu and Kashmir, known as „Paradise on Earth‟ and a popular destination was 

completely cut off for tourism due to insurgency. The scenic North East region was also similarly 

affected by insurgency for many years. Terror attacks like the ones in Mumbai bring forth a 

question mark about safety and security in the mind of international tourists. Even, women 

security issues in cities like Delhi cause tourists to decrease, both domestic and international. 

STRUCTURE 

 Economic importance of tourism industry 

 Hurdles in tourism development 

 Strategy to promote tourism 

 

CONTEXT 

Recently released official data shows 

increase in domestic but fall in international 

tourists in Kerala after the recent floods. 

 



 

 

 Lack of Infrastructure- It is a major challenge for the Indian tourism sector. Tourism-associated 

economic and social infrastructure – hotels, connectivity, human resources, hygiene, health 

facilities, etc are largely under developed in India. 

 Accessibility - Majority of the tourist spots in the country are not accessible to poor, women and 

elderly. This is because of high costs of travelling, poor connectivity and a series of permissions 

required for various reasons. It is a fact that divyangs, who constitute more than 2 per cent of the 

population, cannot access many of the tourist spots in the country. 

 Low work life balance and high poverty in the country reduces disposable income and extra 

time for leisure activities like tourism. This takes a toll on the number of domestic tourists in the 

country. 

 

Recently, frequent floods and disasters like that in Kerala also reduce the tourism potential of the 

country. Tourism industry in India can be developed by taking the following steps: 

 Today, tourism has become more inclusive of new concepts which require the support of the 

government to develop and flourish. Some of these would be Cruise Tourism, Adventure 

Tourism, Agri Tourism or Rural Tourism. There is a need to propagate these concepts with 

dedicated policies formed for their development. 

 Securing tourist places, immigration system, women security, controlling terrorist and 

extremist activities along with cyber security is critical to ensure a continuous flow of domestic 

and international tourists in India. 

 Tourism circuits - The Golden Triangle (Delhi-Agra-Jaipur) is India‟s only circuit which is 

world famous. For a vast country like India with diverse tourism offerings, development and 

promotion of circuits for various segments like heritage and culture, adventure, religious, eco, 

beach, wellness, agri and rural etc. is required to showcase the country properly and cater to 

greater number of tourists according to their interests.  

 Using innovative models like PPP and Hybrid Annuity Model for infrastructure development. 

 Easier visa regime and immigration policy. 

 Increase accessibility of tourist places through Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Infrastructure development is going on in the last few years in all spheres from UDAN to highway 

development to railway infrastructure as well as railway safety. Union Ministry of Tourism in 

collaboration with other central ministries, state governments and stakeholders successfully organizes 

“Paryatan Parv” across the country. The 21 day program is organized with the objective of drawing 

focus on the benefits of tourism, showcasing the cultural diversity of the country and reinforcing the 

principle of “Tourism for All”. Even the PM encourages people to undertake domestic tourism to 

boost the economy, through his Mann ki Baat address.  For creation of tourism infrastructure, two 

major schemes have been implemented – Swadesh Darshan (Integrated Development of Theme-

Based Tourist Circuits) and PRASAD (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation 

Drive). 
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INTRODUCTION 

India is a land of rivers from Indus-Ganga-Brahmaputra in the north to Krishna-Godavari in 

the south. Despite huge potential for recreation, agriculture, inland water transport, marine 

resources, fishing, tourism etc, over and unsustainable use has caused the problem of river 

pollution and unsustainable flow. 

But what is ironical is that in spite of our profound respect and reverence for our rivers, we 

have not been able to maintain their purity, cleanliness and the physical well-being. Be it 

Ganga, Yamuna, Brahmaputra or Kaveri or any other river flowing in the soil of our 

motherland, not a single river is free from pollution. Following can be enumerated as reasons 

for ever increasing river pollution and failure of government efforts like Namami Gange: 

 Unplanned urbanisation, especially along rivers, causes discharge of untreated 

municipal waste, sewage, water from washing utensils, clothes etc directly into the 

river. Even warm water from thermal power plants acts as a pollutant. Eg.: Agra, 

Kolkata, New Delhi, Hyderabad, Chennai, etc. 

 Industrial waste is dumped into the river without treatment. Enforcement of 

penalties is poor and infrastructural support by the government is lacking. 

 Rain on eroded soil takes excess fertiliser and pesticide into the rivers as agriculture 

runoff. This changes the chemical composition of the river and thus causes pollution. 

 Religious and social practices like taking a holy dip, discharge of even unburnt 

bodies also contribute to river pollution. This even causes spread of infectious 

diseases and anti-microbial resistance. 

 Sand Dredging - High-quality sand from river beds is needed for India‟s booming 

construction industry. This has led to rising pollution in Indian rivers. Dredging 

operators- usually the unlicensed ones- deploy kerosene and diesel-fuelled cheap 

watercraft manned by cheap labour for sand dredging. Engines of these boats cause 

pollution. We have still been unable to control illegal sand mining. 

 Continued damming of rivers also disturbs their minimum environmental flow and 

thus increases pollution. With the inclusion of large hydropower in renewable energy, 

this problem is expected to worsen. 

STRUCTURE 

 Causes of river pollution 

 Government schemes and their shortcomings 

 Suggestions for improvements 

 

CONTEXT 

Recently NGT imposed a fine on 3 states for 

failing to curb Ganga pollution. 



 

 

 

Various government schemes over the past decade have separate allocations for cleaning the 

rivers. They include: 

 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), Smart Cities 

Mission, Swachh Bharat Mission etc. 

 Uttarakhand declared Ganga and Yamuna as living entities thinking that this will 

conserve and rejuvenate the rivers faster. But in July, the Supreme Court stayed the order 

taking note of its legal and administrative ramifications.  

 National Mission for Clean Ganga endeavours to deploy best available knowledge and 

resources across the world for Ganga rejuvenation. Under this, ‘Namami Gange 

Programme’, is an Integrated Conservation Mission, approved as „Flagship Programme‟ 

by the Union Government. It has 8 identified areas on intervention including sewage 

treatment infrastructure, Ganga Grams, river front development, river surface cleaning, 

afforestation, biodiversity, etc. 

 National Ganges River Basin Authority was established by the Central Government of 

India under the Environment Protection Act, 1986. It declared the Ganges as the 

"National River" of India. The chair includes the Prime Minister of India and chief 

ministers of states through which the Ganges flows. In 2011, the World Bank approved 

$1 billion in funding for the NGRBA. 

Even a Clean Ganga Fund has been earmarked for concerted efforts in this direction. But 

there are no results because the following critical components are missing from the strategy: 

 Active public participation and attitude change is needed to bring about significant 

change in the way people utilise our natural resources like rivers. Awareness 

campaigns are needed. 

 Government support must supplement industry efforts for waste treatment 

infrastructure. 

 100% sewage treatment and proper solid waste management must be achieved at the 

earliest by empowering municipalities with funds and powers. 

 

CONCLUSION 

As we have seen, rising pollution of India spares no area of life in this country. It impacts 

everyone.  Unless urgent steps are taken to check the pollution of rivers and stringent 

environment safety rules are enforced strictly, the situation is likely to worsen further. It is of 

utmost importance to effectively manage river water and ensure a Nirmal (unpolluted) and 

Aviral (continuous) Dhara, in times of climate change, frequent floods, drying rivers and 

melting glaciers. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the 21
st
 century, the world is guided by reverse migration and protectionist tendencies, 

especially in the developed world like European countries, USA etc. Protectionism can be 

defined as the theory or practice of shielding a country's domestic industries from foreign 

competition by taxing imports. It is evident in current events like the Brexit, America first 

Policy of USA, etc. It is an anti-globalisation sentiment, further increased by the trade war 

between USA and China. Considering that the two are the largest economies in the world, 

this war has an impact on almost all countries. 

BODY 

Multilateral bodies like WTO, United Nations, International Trade Centre, etc were setup 

with the objective of turning the world into a global village. They aim to use trade, 

investments, to get people out of poverty, to provide opportunities, foster development and 

generate jobs. Today, their role is all the more important to remind the world about the 

benefits of globalisation. It can be enumerated as: 

 Enforcement of agreements and ideas like National Treatment, Most Favoured 

Nation, etc at the WTO must be strengthened. 

 UN should play a proactive role in controlling excesses by few countries, like USA on 

Iran and prevent development of a bipolar world again. 

 Governance reforms must be undertaken to ensure an equal say to the developing 

world, who are now major players in the world market. 

 South-south cooperation must be promoted. 

 The idea that globalisation is a win-win game must be reinstated through examples 

like India-Africa cooperation. 

CONCLUSION 

In developing countries like India MSMEs play a significant role in trade- both external and 

internal. The capability of Indian MSME products to compete in international markets is 

reflected in its share of about 34% in national exports. In case of items like readymade 

garments, leather goods, processed foods, engineering items, the performance has been 

STRUCTURE 

 Protectionism and trade war 

 Role of multilateral bodies 

 Importance of MSMEs 

 

CONTEXT 

Recently, Executive Director of International 

Trade Centre talked about multilateral bodies 

and MSMEs. 



 

 

commendable both in terms of value and their share within the MSME sector while in some 

cases like sports goods they account for 100% share to the total exports of the sector. In view 

of this, export promotion from the small scale sector has been accorded high priority in 

India‟s export promotion strategy, and the revised Foreign Trade Policy, which includes 

simplification of procedures, incentives for higher production of exports, preferential 

treatments to MSMEs in the market development fund, simplification of duty drawback rules, 

etc. Products of MSME exporters are displayed in international exhibitions free of cost.  

 One universal problem facing MSMEs is very expensive access to credit and capital. So, 

instead of closing markets to imports, countries would gain more from providing better 

access to credit for SMEs. They should make the finance sector also work for MSMEs. 

Rather than relying solely on keeping the market closed, you have to combine intelligently 

the gradual opening up of the economy with mechanisms to facilitate and support the 

MSMEs. 


