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INTRODUCTION 

Trade war is a situation where countries restrict each other‘s trade by imposing tariff or quota 

on imports. USA has started imposing tariffs on as much as 25 percent on $34 billion in 

Chinese imports. China responded with retaliatory tariffs of 25% on US goods worth an 

equivalent $34 billion, including soybean, automobiles, and marine products such as lobsters.  

Donald Trump told that he may also consider imposing additional tariffs of $500 billion on 

Chinese goods. The imposition of tariffs by US is to punish Beijing for restricting US 

investment in China. The US also accused China of stealing American intellectual property 

and Chinese firms imitating US technologies. Trump believes that Beijing has exploited the 

WTO-enabled global trade framework to its advantage. China has disrupted the international 

trading system through hidden subsidies, currency manipulation and, more recently, 

technology theft. US aimed at protectionist measures by China, especially its ―Made in China 

2025‖ programme — an initiative to transform China into an advanced manufacturing 

powerhouse.  Trump has also accused China of subsidising steel exports in a practice termed 

dumping on the rest of the world, which has hit jobs in the US. 

BODY 

President Donald Trump came to power with the promise of putting 'America First'. He 

promised that he will create more jobs and that other countries will not benefit at the expense 

of the U.S. In his dealings with the rest of the world, he has made it amply clear that if the 

U.S. buys more from another country than what that country buys from the U.S., America 

loses; something he does not want. That spirit has spurred his move to impose higher duties 

on imports to spur local manufacture and increase jobs in the U.S. The same spirit is also 

behind the move to pressure India to import at least $10 billion a year more from the U.S. 

over the next three years. Even the GSP benefits have been withdrawn for India, by accusing 

India of not ensuring equitable and reasonable access to its markets. 

Trade war between the two major economies of the world and the anti-globalisation 

sentiment has impacted the world countries, especially developing countries like India, as 

follows: 

  

STRUCTURE 

 USA-China trade war 

 India‘s role in trade war 

 Way forward 

CONTEXT 

USA government announced termination of 

Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) 

concessions for India. 



 

 

 Tighter visa regimes and tariffs on trade with India have taken a toll on India-USA 

relations. 

 In order to balance power, China is trying to improve economic ties with India. An 

example is the recent Strategic Economic Dialogue. 

 India can also fill the gap created in USA economy because of Chinese products 

becoming expensive, especially for labour-intensive products like textiles, etc. 

 Multilateral dialogue at forums like WTO is also stalled because of emergence of new 

issues without solving the older ones. 

 A trade war would slowdown global growth overall, worsening India‘s already dismal 

export numbers.  The biggest impact could be on the Rupee which is already battling 

historic lows against the US Dollar. 

CONCLUSION 

US and China need to negotiate the issue amicably and not put the free trade under threat. In 

their fight for superpower status, the countries should not harm the interests of the developing 

world. India needs to be cautious. Its strategic relationship with both the countries needs to be 

nurtured. Dialogue is the ideal way forward instead of retaliatory tariffs. 
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INTRODUCTION 

With the opening up of the economy in 1991 and greater role of service sector and research & 

development, importance of critical infrastructure like stock markets, airports, army servers, 

nuclear power plants operated through computers, etc. Digitalisation of governance and 

storing of data like Aadhaar on computer servers has further made India vulnerable to attacks 

on our virtual sovereignty. Critical infrastructure includes important government buildings, 

private infrastructure, digitally stored information, airports, railways, ports, banking 

infrastructure etc. 

BODY 

To protect India against cyber warfare, cybercrime and other emerging modes of attacks by 

other countries, India follows the following strategy, largely contained in the Cyber security 

Policy of India 2013 and the IT Act, 2000: 

 Spreading digital and cyber literacy through awareness campaigns, usually conducted 

by the state police. 

 Private assistance in increasing accessibility of anti-virus programs. 

 Setting up of NCIIPC- National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre, 

to protect and deliver advice that aims to reduce the vulnerabilities of critical 

information infrastructure. 

 Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) – It  is currently providing security cover to 

nuclear installations, space establishments, airports, seaports, power plants, sensitive 

Government buildings and ever heritage monuments. Among the important 

responsibilities recently entrusted to the CISF are the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, 

VIP Security, Disaster Management and establishment of a Formed Police Unit (FPU) 

of the UN at Haiti. 

 Bodies like National Informatics Centre, CERT-In, CERT-Fin, Cyber Forensic Labs, 

etc are working to make India virtually secure. 

 

 

STRUCTURE 

 What constitutes critical infrastructure. 

 Protection strategy of the government. 

CONTEXT 

Government has set one-year deadline for 

mandatory body scanners at 84 airports. 



 

 

Special steps have also been taken for airport security, considering they act as gateways to 

any country. Also with government‘s idea ‗to enable even people wearing a hawai chappal to 

travel in a hawai jahaz‘ has increased footfall at airports drastically, further increasing threats. 

Some of the initiatives are: 

 Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) has been set up on the recommendation of 

Pande Committee, primarily to secure our airports. 

 Multiple checking of tickets and ID, even at the entrance to ensure that only 

passengers enter the airport. 

 Scanning of luggage and use of metal detector.\ 

 Recently, the government also announced mandatory setting up of full body scanners 

at 84 airports in the country. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In today‘s time of rapid technological advancement, space security and cyber security have 

become even more important than border security. To secure the interests of our population, 

we must adopt modern measures of security across the country at the earliest. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating agency of India. 

Operating under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 

Pensions, the CBI is headed by the Director. The agency has been known to investigate 

several economic crimes, special crimes, cases of corruption and other high-profile cases. 

India‘s first agency to investigate corruption, the Special Police Establishment, was set up in 

1941, six years before independence from British rule to probe bribery and corruption in the 

country during World War II. In 1946, it was brought under the Home Department and its 

remit was expanded to investigate corruption in central and state governments under 

the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act. The special police force became the Central 

Bureau of Investigation after the Home Ministry, which is in charge of domestic security, 

decided to expand its powers and change its name in 1963. 

BODY 

CBI has been at the heart of controversies since a long time, along with decreasing credibility 

of investigation. Even the Supreme Court referred to it as a ‗caged parrot‘ because of high 

political influence and selective taking up of cases. Various issues in its working are 

enumerated as: 

 The agency is dependent on the Home Ministry for staffing, since many of its 

investigators come from the Indian Police Service. The agency depends on the law 

ministry for lawyers and also lacks functional autonomy to some extent. 

 The CBI, run by IPS officers on deputation, is also susceptible to the government‘s 

ability to manipulate the senior officers, because they are dependent on the Central 

government for future postings. 

 Single Directive issue was taken up by the Supreme Court in the Vineet Narain case. 

Supreme Court removed the mandatory permission needed from the government to 

investigate cases concerning officers above the rank of Joint Secretary. 

STRUCTURE 

 CBI and its working 

 Issues related to CBI 

 General Consent clause 

 Way forward 

CONTEXT 

Andhra Pradesh government has said it is 

considering restoring the General Consent 

given to CBI, which was withdrawn in 2018. 

STRUCTURE 

 CBI and its working 

 Issues related to CBI 

 General Consent clause 

 Way forward 

CONTEXT 

Andhra Pradesh government has said it is 

considering restoring the General Consent 

given to CBI, which was withdrawn in 2018. 



 

 

 Conflict between Director and Additional Director because of different appointing 

agencies- central government and the CVC, respectively. 

 CBI which handles cases which are of national importance has been criticised for its 

mishandling of several scams due to political pressure. It has also been criticized for 

interfering in the investigation of prominent politicians, such as P. V. Narasimha Rao, 

Jayalalithaa, Lalu Prasad Yadav, Mayawati and Mulayam Singh Yadav; this tactic 

leads to their acquittal or non-prosecution. Some of the examples in which CBI was 

misused are Bofors scandal, Hawala scandal, 2G spectrum scam, coal scam, etc. 

Another issue is that of General Consent - Since police is a State subject under the 

Constitution, and the CBI acts as per the procedure prescribed by the Code of Criminal 

Procedure (CrPC), which makes it a police agency, the CBI needs the consent of the State 

government in question before it can make its presence in that State. This can lead to certain 

cases not being investigated and seeing a silent deadlock. Generally, the states grant blanket 

consent to the CBI, but it may be withdrawn as per the state government‘s will, as was done 

recently in case of West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, etc. Then case-to-case consent needs to be 

taken, causing delay in investigations. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Rule of law is much more than a set of interlocking procedures and principles; it is a sense 

of shared confidence among citizens and other constitutional stakeholders that values of 

justness and fairness are not subject to the whims and fancies of the rulers of the day. The 

first reform is to ensure that CBI operates under a formal, modern legal framework that has 

been written for a contemporary investigative agency. A new CBI Act should be promulgated 

that ensures the autonomy of CBI while at the same time improving the quality of 

supervision. Another important demand is for the CBI to develop its own dedicated cadre of 

officers who are not bothered about deputation and abrupt transfers. This is in line with 

international best practices. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Part XXI of the Indian Constitution, ‗Temporary, Transitional and Special Provisions‘, 

includes, apart from Article 370 — Temporary Provisions with respect to the State of Jammu 

and Kashmir — special provisions for 11 other states, listed under Articles 371, 371A-H, and 

371J. Art 35A, which empowered the J&K Constitution to define ―permanent residents‖ of 

the state, is an offshoot of Art 370 of the Indian Constitution. It was added to the Constitution 

through The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954, issued by the 

President under Art 370. 

While the special provisions laid down in Art 371, 371A-H, and 371J are not as far reaching 

as Art 370, the existence of these provisions shows that other princely states, too, negotiated 

the terms and conditions of their entry into the Union, or sought special constitutional 

protections in view of their unique needs and conditions. Each of these constitutional 

provisions is, in fact, rooted in historical reasons. 

BODY 

Part XXI and associated special provisions for states can be explained with the following 

diagram: 

STRUCTURE 

 Special provisions for states in the 

Constitution 

 Critical analysis of their impact 

 Way forward 

CONTEXT 

After debate for removal of A.370 (Jammu 

and Kashmir) from the Constitution, similar 

debate has begun for Nagaland too. 



 

 

 

 

Despite well-intentioned provisions, following criticisms have started a debate for the 

removal of A. 370 and recently, A. 371(A) from the Constitution: 

 It is claimed that special provisions like restricted land rights have delayed 

development of infrastructure and growth in these areas. Example: in Nagaland, 

landowners usually wield the provisions in Article 371(A) to prevent the government 

from carrying out developmental activities on their land. 

 Feeling of one-ness with the country is missing after so many years because of special 

treatment. Example: The special status accorded to Jammu & Kashmir in the 

Constitution has prevented its ―full integration‖ into the Indian Union. 



 

 

 Ban or non-resident to acquire property and voting in the legislature, both the 

privileges are under challenge in the Supreme Court in a case against the 

constitutional validity of Article 35A. 

 Special provisions also sometimes have discriminatory outcomes, like those against 

Jammu and Kashmir women, whose children are denied land and inheritance rights if 

they marry someone from outside the state. 

 

CONCLUSION 

With changing circumstances, interpretation of these special provisions is also changing, 

making them prone to misuse. We should make suitable arrangements for their re-adjustment 

and also spread awareness among the masses about their true intent and ensure full exercise 

of their rights. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Automobile manufacturing is a footloose industry i.e. it is not dependent on place of market 

of origin of raw material for its location. It is one of the largest employers in the country. We 

have even allowed 100% FDI in the sector, under automatic approval route, enabling 

companies like Kawasaki, Honda, Hyundai etc to setup their centres in India. 

 

BODY 

Automobile industry has been one of the few success stories in the manufacturing sector in 

India. India is the sixth largest automobile manufacturer in the world and also a major market 

for the same. A young demography with majority middle class serves as a big market 

opportunity for automobile sales in India, especially two wheelers. Improved infrastructure, 

easy car loans because of financial inclusion, fuel economy, improving standard of living, etc 

have contributed greatly to the success of the sector. Even, technology transfer from various 

countries coupled with cheap labour has significantly decreased cost of production. 

But today, with emerging challenges like disruptive technology, government efforts like 

demonetisation and GST, etc, the sector is witnessing decline since the past few years. 

Reasons for the same can be enumerated as: 

 Entry of newer players like Citroen, KIA, etc. has eroded the market base of existing 

companies. 

 Policies like shift to BS-VI norms have made production and purchase of vehicles 

unviable, especially diesel cars. 

 Change in attitude and preference for a sustainable livelihood has motivated people to 

move to public infrastructure. 

 Better public infrastructure in cities like MRTS, Delhi Metro with last mile 

connectivity has reduced the need for private vehicles. 

STRUCTURE 

 Factors behind growth in the 

automobile sector 

 Reasons for its recent decline 

 Strategy to recover the sector. 

CONTEXT 

Repeated reports of decline in the revenues 

of automobile companies due to declining 

demand and sales. At the same time, foreign 

companies like Citroen (France) are going to 

make their debut in Indian market. 



 

 

 Skills mismatch in the labour market, leading to problem of human resource. 

 Economic problems like Twin Balance Sheet problem in industry have also cast a 

shadow on the transport and logistics sector, decreasing the demand for commercial 

vehicles. 

 Decrease in the purchasing power of people due to Demonetisation and less credit 

availability due to NPA issue. 

CONCLUSION 

With emerging technologies like Electric Vehicles, preference to hybrid cars, etc, the sector 

needs to adapt quickly and come up with solutions to change with the changing market. 

Government support in the form of lower taxes, sustainable shift by the industry and extreme 

measures like discontinuation of diesel cars production (example: Renault, Maruti, etc) can 

save the industry from further decline. Even, resolution of crisis in the banking sector at the 

earliest will have a positive impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


